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REPORT BY BRIAN SWAIN
PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN
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| Town were cheered to the echo SOUTHEND UTD 1 :Da\fnlt;(:lahrﬁ]miz What to ;p:;hhn :‘n‘: ‘n a header which flicked the
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lowed by a scare when Julian
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e idfield Gary Waddock looked
uman, tackling and closing

ers and supporters alike realised  G3ec"Chich s not the player's . e Vel performed,” I
. e sowy , player’s & rmed,” he ggi s, fo
that the First Division’s bottom  favourite role, but was rewarded with ¢, 5¢0nd half we never Jhidgy
club could yet be capable of a two important goals, the first a real "Lgvd never passed the bau"v',"
revival ooked pretty good at times gojpg -
: < ward, but we did not g for-
Manager Lennie Lawrence, who knew Luton would be penetral, |
has done it in similar circumstances P for it afey

gem.
Tronically, Oakes was one of those
singled out at Blundell Park for jeers

the result at Grimsby, but i
at Charlton, was careful to tell us not by Town fans. Bontcho Guentchev 1 rImSbY, butit seems o supernur demon. Taylor and
to be carried away by one result. was another - yet he scored one and %g;‘;::ﬁscxﬁlm What 1 i gﬂ":_:u:,‘:: i fite i SO f
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replaced Marshall, with Guentche 2 elet shot over e “It's a case of so far, so
plac cy te Oakes, the great enigma of recent ol e i A

THE Norwich City scout who came to weigh up  paid £6,000 for him in 1972. s c
against had no problems  Faulkner played in Harry Haslam’s 1974 side i they could win. A /

Finding his way around Kenilworth Road - John  that won promotion and survived just one sea-  _The Town, after working harder in

Faulkner, a Town player for six years, Was  sop in the old First Division, before leaving in training than they have done for a

long time, knew that defeat would be

empty net from six yards.

Had he scored, as he should hay
done, it would have been a stem tes
of the Town's character.

that has hung over Kenilworth
Road for too long showed
signs of being dispelled by the
win over Southend.

used on the attacking flanks. Graham
Alexander and Tony Thorpe dis-
placed Paul McLaren and David

‘months,is a bit of a luxury when he is
ot in the mood, but against Southend
be had taken on board the manager's

given the job. 1978 to play in the USA. :
Now 47, he is coach at Carrow Road, havin, 2 disaster, and condemn them to a Oldfield. . = 4 stem warnings as much as anyone. He
e e = s bt o7 He retumed 1o Luton a8 youlh and eserves.  jreaify patle for confidence and | A team that has been humiliaisd Ve at that Sge M tackled back so enthusiastically ot eatio e et
Kenilworth Road for the second time in his coach ten years ago, recruited by David Pleat, - yiyq) like the Town had been at Grimsby 40 “andit w, ah_ h]" worth a gl }e got a finger-wagging from the ref - one, it doesn't mean that
carcer nearly four years ago. and when Jim Ryan became manager in 1990 ““Tovac . i foo changes, one  almost always raises itself for the ot S T B LEIO0E forone determined challenge. CLOSE CALL: Bontcho Guentchev is denied an cverything is OK." he said. -
His first spell with the Town was as a com-  Faulkner was promoted (o first team coach. But o hemn forced by a training injury to 1% Boc, and after a week’s hard 1, 55, @ team capable of cuing The fear as half-time approached early goal as Chris Powell’s deflection knocks the e I ] T
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United against Leeds in an FA Cup-tie and been  when David Pleat came back Faulkner also g0t has-shified Scott Oakes back into  Pride: all 11 fitted into a much more T 20¢ 2°CAE BURCERIN alucky draw, but all that changed in : well out of position after blocking Tony Thorpe's f.f“’;";y’ ST A
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bought by Don Revie as a result, and the Town __ the bullet, and moved to Norwich.
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