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NUMBER ONE: Graham Alexander fires the Town into the lead, with his
first goal for the club. He netted four for Scunthorpe in the Third Division

last season — and his team were winners every time.
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HOME AWAY

ESWE DR ESEAGW DL F AT P8

Derby C 299 5 128115 5 41820 52
Chartton 286 6 221157 4 32 14 49
HuddersPrd 299 3 3 2615 3 6 5 12 177 45
Southend 2904 221133 4 71322 4
Sunderland 28 7 5 2 208 4 6 4 11 15 44
Bamsley 297 5 22017 4 5 6 2 27 43
Stoke 286 5319115 4 52128 4
Millwall 304 6 6 1518 6 5 3 16 19 41
Ipswich 2288 4 3322126 5182 40
Leicester 284 5 419196 5 4232 40
Posmouth 31 7 4 4 2820 3 5 8 20 28 39
Norwich 05 6 4171553 7232
Bimingh'm 27 6 5 2 2216 4 4 6 16 21 39
Grimsby 205 8 218144 3 71723 38
Crystal P 272 7 3 13156 5 4 19 18 3
Tranmere RRRARAR 4 D518 71218 %5
idham 286 5321326 61418 35

Wolves 285 6 421182 5 6 1419 32
Reading 286 3519181 8 5142 32
Luton Tn 285 4 6 2233 4 66 17 32
Port Vale 283 4 616204 6 51720 31
WestBom 28 6 2 6 1817 2 2 1015 31 28
Sheff Utd 24 4 618212 5 8172 27
Watford 213 5 516152 5 7 1421 '25
Jan 6 Round 3 Grimsby A 1-7 (Marshall) 5,387

COCA-COLA CcuP
Aug 15 §1; Boumemouth H 1-1 (Marshall) 2,728
Aug 22 (2) Bournemouth A 1-2 (M. Johnson) 4,844

ANGLO-ITALIAN CUP
Sep 5 Perugia H 1-4 (Guentchev pen|
Oct 11 Genoa A 0-4 G %323
Nov 8 Cesena A 1-2 (Marshall) 461
Dec 13 Ancona H 5-0 (Oakes, Marshall, Taylor,
2,091

Luton Town’s season at a glance....
APPEARANCES...

GOALS
ENDSLEIGH LEAGUE

GOALS: Marshall 8, Guentchev 6 (three pens),
Oakes 3; Thorpe. S Davis and Oldfield 2; Hughes,
Harvey, Douglas Alexander and McLaren 1

ASSISTS: Thorpe 5; Alexander 4; Oakes, Marshall,
Guentchev, Harvey 2; Oldfield, Taylor, M Johnson,
G Johnson, S Davis, Vilstrup, Feuer, Hughes, Thomas
and McLaren |

APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets: Harvey 24
(3); M Johnson and S Davis 24; Marshall 21 (2);
Alexander 21 (1); Feuer 21; Hughes (18) 1; Waddock
16 (4); Oakes 15; Peake 14 (3); James 13 (3); Oldfield
12 (7) and Guentchev 12 (7); Taylor 12 (4); McLaren
9; Thorpe 8 (7); Patterson & Thomas 7 (2); Vilstrup 6;
Linton & Riseth 5 (2); G Johnson 5 (1); K Davis 5;
Sommer 2; Douglas 1 (3); Woodsford 1 (2). Number
of players used: 26 (27 last season).

COCA COLA Cup

GOALS: Marshall 1, Marvin Johnson 1

ASSISTS: Steve Davis 1, Alexander 1

APPEARANCES (subs in brackets): Sommer,
Marvin Johnson, Steve Davis, Oldfield, Alexander,
Marshall, Taylor, Guentchev, Harvey 2 each; Thorpe
(2) 0; Thomas (1) 1; James, Hughes and Waddock 1
each; Matthews (1) 0.

FA CUP

GOAL: Marshall.

ASSIST: Guentchey.

APPEARANCES: One each by Feuer, Patterson,
James, Marvin Johnson, Thomas, Waddock,
Guentchey, Oakes, Oldfield, McLaren and Marshall
One as sub by Alexander and Thorpe.

ANGLO-ITALIAN CUP

GOALS: Marshall 2, Guentchev 2 pens; Oakes,
Taylor and Thorpe 1

ASSISTS: Taylor 2; Hughes, Linton Marshall and
Harvey 1

APPEARANCES: K Davis, S Davis, and Harvey
4; Oakes and McLaren 3; Marshall 2 (1); Guentchev,
James, M Johnson, Oldfield, Patterson, Linton and
Vilstrup 2; Thorpe 1 (2), Alexander and Waddock 1
(1); Skelton, Evers, Hughes, Riseth, Taylor, Thomas
and Upson 1; Woodsford (2), Simpson (1)
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REPORT BY BRIAN SWAIN
PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN

(Half-time: 1-1)

his right foot, and on a tacky sur-
face despatched his drive into the
bottom cormer.
The Town enjoyed a good
sell of pressure, with Tony
having a shot deflected
onto the outside of a post, but the
defence was caught out ten min-

utes later.
Mitchell Thomas became the
first of the day’s six bookings
with a lunge at Neil Woods on
the by-line. Ivano Bonetti floated
in the free kick, and Jamie
Forrester hooked in the equaliser.
The ref turned down two Town
appeals for penalties, one of
which was after a pretty decisive
handball by Bonetti, and upset
both sides with very odd deci-

sions.

If the Town'’s passing was less
than 100 per cent, the spirit and
determination was intact until
Forrester scored again, after Ceri
Hughes and John Taylor had
gone close. He was allowed to
mn into the danger area before
shooting his fifth goal of the sea-
son, and his fourth against the
Town.

Suddenly the Town looked to
be on the Topes, but the double
substitution changed all that.

_ Mr Knight gave his best deci-
sion of the day when Hughes
played a pass to the edge of the
penalty area. Vance Warner han-
dled, but the ref waved play on as
the ball broke to Guentchev, and

2,

he carcfully shot his fourth goal
in four appearances (o make it 2-

And that was the beginning of
the end for Grimsby. Cgonﬁdegnce
soared again, and Marshall’s
12th goal of the season was
cmckefi in with instinctive skill
six minutes later after Hughes
:pd Oldfield worked the ball to

i

Guentchev, languishing in the
reserves before Lawrence's
arrival, was full of praise for the
boss who has put him within
sight of his first Wembley

appearance.

“I have played under some
good managers in Bulgaria,” he
said. “But Lennie Lawrence is
very good. He has changed
things tactically, looked at every
player, and told us what he wants
us to do. If I keep playing like
this I will be in the Bulgarian
team at Wembley next month,
and I am keeping my fingers
crossed for that.

“Every member of the team is
playing well now. I like it here at
Luton. They said we should be in
the top ten, but I think we should
be in the first six. And I think it is
possible.”

With the character the team
showed against Grimsby, and
with the tactical expertise of
Lawrence and Turner, he might
be right. But first, it’s about sur-
vival — and 20th place, and seven
points above bottom club
Watford, will be enough for most
of us this season after the depres-
sion we suffered in the first half
of the campaign.

LOVE Him: Dwight Marshall Is under there somewhere, smoth-
ored by grateful teammates after hitting the winner. Referee
Banry Knight is a little more detached, demanding an end to

the celebrations.
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G A wARN'G' T v ts at the Grimsby
: Tony Thorpe gets a
M.m::"’r and was inches away from making it 2-0 - his
Was deflected onto the outside of the upright.

PICK THAT ONE OUT: Bontcho Guentch
equaliser, his fourth goal in mmmw;:.w

THE WINNER: Dwight Marshall is surrounded by Grimsby
defenders, but the shot Is already on its way into the net,
beyond Paul Crichton’s left hand.
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LENNIE Lawrence this week.
welcomed the achi of

LUTON TOWN
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Lennie Lawrence is
setting a new target

his first target as manager of
Luton Town - and immediat
ly set himself and the team a
new one.

one of the struggle,” he said,
after his amazing unbeaten
league record continued with
a_thrilling_home win over
Grimsby. “That was to get out
of the bottom three.

tackled - to get four, five and
six places away from the rele-
gation zone. And with another
home game next, we can con-
tinue our progress if we all
remain concentrated on w}
has to be done.™

SKIPPER Steve Davis is about to
be suspended for the second time
this season, after picking up his
seventh yellow card, for a foul on
Grimsby's Italian ace Ivano
Bonetti.

And it will be a very personal
punishment - he was born in
Hexham and supported
Sunderland as a boy. And he is
devastated that the ban will start at
Roker Park on Saturday week. He
will also miss the home match
with Reading on the following
Tuesday.

Davis has already served a two-
game ban for his unlucky sending-
off against Huddersfield.

Midfielder Ceri Hughes is the
next in line for FA disciplinary
action: he took his tally to eight
yellows and a red when he was
booked against Grimsby, and sub-
ject to the referee’s report could
be one booking away from his
second suspension of the season.

One thing is for sure: the Town
will not win the Fair Play award
this season. Bookings have risen
steeply since the better results
started coming. The five duhc‘d
out on Saturday took the season’s
total to 54. And 16 of them were
brandished in the last four games
which eamed three wins and a

draw.

DOWN to ten men for the last
20 minutes, the Town's youth side
came home with a 2-0 victory
over Bristol City in the South East

League. Said coach John

: “It was a poor pitch and it
was windy - a day when players
had to apply themselves.”

Bristol City missed a couple of
good chances in the first half, and
in the second the Town lads
played up the slope and against
the wind, with Moore demanding:
“Take care of the ball.”

They did, and with good pass-
ing eased into a two-goal lead
through schoolboy Jimmy Cox
and England schools international
Andrew Fotiadis.

Then Sam Tumner was sent off
for handling on the line, but the
penalty was blasted over the bar
and the ten men defended well to
protect the lead.

On Saturday Wimbledon are the
yisitors in the league, with Kick-
off at Newlands Road 11 am. If
arrangements are completed in
time, and the weather does not
intervene, Kenilworth Road will
stage a youth game on Monday
evening, Luton v Cambridge City,
an Eastern Junior Cup-tie which
was postponed because of frost

last week.

THE away game with Port
Vale, postponed because Vale
Park was frostbound on December
30, has been rearranged for
Tuesday March 5 (7.45), which
means the clubs will meet twice in
less than a fortnight, because Vale
are due to visit Kenilworth Road
on March 16

“We have completed phase

“Now phase two has to be

When he came in late
December the Town were bot-
tom of the First Division, with

four wins from 22 games, and LENNIE LAWRENCE
only 18 points to their name,
five below the then safety ‘The general belief is that 50

line-4 &% e an points is normally a safety
The yield since Lawrence  mark, but Lawrence wants
took over is four wins and two  that total well before
draws, and the 14 points have  the end of the season. Last
taken the Town up to 20th, summer Swindon were rele-
their highest since the unreal-  gated with 48 points, and
istic early scason tables were  Sunderland just escaped with

compiled when Derby won 2- 54,
But after the recent revival

1 at Kenilworth Road on

September 2. some fans - and players - are
More importantly, as the recalling Terry Westley's

league table published on  judgement that the Town are a

page 42 shows, there is day- top six team. Said Lawrence:

light between the Town and  “It's worth aiming at. But my

the bottom threc - they are  priority is just to make sure

four points above 22nd-placed  we stay up."

West Brom.

Gavin Johnson is
signing for Wigan

GAVIN Johnson, who had the bad luck to be out on loan the
day Lennie Lawrence became manager of Luton Town, will
sign for Third Division Wigan tomorrow for £15,000, after
three months on loan 5
He came to Luton on a free transfer from Ipswich last
summer, but has made only six in the Town
side. His loan to Wigan was one of the last deals done by
Terry Westley. :
Lawrence said yesterday: “It just happened that Gavin was
away from the club when | amved, and I have now got my
squad organised without him. When Wigan made their offer,
it was left to him to make the decision. He had to weigh up
his prospects of regular league football in the Third Division,
or come back to fight for a place in our First Division side.
“If he was 19 or 20 I would not it him go, but at 25 it
might be a shame if he found himselt stuck in the reserves
here when first team football was available somewhere else.
Johnson came to Luton as a midfielder, but his nine
appearances al Wigan have been at left back. He has scored
twice, both times against Colchester, who had David Greene
in their defence. 4
The former Irish under-21 interational centre half is not
for sale because he is stil only 22 and Lawrence wants to sce
how he develops. He is nearing the end of a three-month loan
at Colchester, and when he leaves Layer Road he may well
be offered as a loan signing (o another club which can give
him regular league soccer and build up his experience.




