‘were right.
Peake was 39 years and 17 days

~ against Reading.
m&vaﬂmmdhbooks have

ring at the age of 39 and
11 days, but they have all perpetuat-
ed an old error. Duncan’s final game
for the Town, as player-

-manager,
was in October 1947, and he was in

Youth team dreams fade

onship of the South East Counties
League have ended for the Town's
youth side after they were beaten 3-
home by Brighton, leaving
Crystal Palace ten points clear at the
f the table.
jut coach John Moore is looking
further ahead than 90 minutes
as the last lap of the sea-
. For some of the
the last chance to prove
orth signing, either to step
the schoolboy ranks, or
trainee (o junior pro.
With those judgements to be
, Moore’s team is peppered

o
“"gu

EE.

old when be turned out for the Town

school this summer are sweating on
the chance of working at Kenilworth
Road as YTS lads.

in the SE Counties League on
Saturday.

next Wednesday evening.

and the mistake was not spot-
by R

Peake in fact became the oldest
league player for the Town a year
ago in a match at Bristol City. Sadly,
those of us who should have noticed
his place in history at the time failed
to do so.

Bob Hawkes, who played for
England as an amateur, still holds
the record as the oldest man every to
play for Luton, but his illustrious
careeer was spent in the old
Southern League. A one-club man,
he was a left halfl born at
Breachwood Green in 1880, he was
39 years and 191 days old when he
made his final and 349th league
appearance for the Town.

with schoolboys, and games are
more about how they perform than
about results.

A lot of young players will be
waiting anxiously for the verdict on
their carcers. Nine lads are reaching
the end of their two-year trainee
periods, and only four or five will be
offered contracts. And boys leaving

The youth team is away to Barnet

The reserves are away to Norwich

y P
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PAINFUL: Bontcho Guentchev looks less than happy with life as he and
Dean Gordon get into a tangle.

LIGHTWEIGHT in
power after the loss
Marshall, the Town -
for small mercies op
M'anager Lennie g
with Palace’s Daye
game could haye bee)
i;_-.terval. Never ha:lll.]em
OWN S0 comprehensjy oup
as Fhey were in the ﬁr:t?;u’
Fortunately the defence With h‘
ck after suspension, wag iy pa
beaten, allhough the wood?mnﬂ“
euer were call
Fer el o 1 p
Lawrence tried Vi Riseth
the attack in the ﬁr;‘l’"hau wlm..“k*‘l
never had a sniff of goal, but m’]
with John Taylor after the hnuk,w::=

noticeable difference,
manager nfg,

; Small wonder that the
e would be trying to bring j
new striker beb gt l::;g,m"h.
less than a month away. The Toyy =
threat came from midfielder Te i
although in the last minute Lhmmng.h
hearted appeals for a penalty when Ty
and Andersen tangled and fell. 4
Feuer was man of the match, enjoyse
particular a first-half save at the el
Houghton, his favourite player since yas
ing him in the World Cup in the USA

DATE... OPPON

Luton Town’s season at a glance...

ENDSLEIGH LEAGUE

TownScores:
AUGUST GOALS: Marshall 9, Guentchev 6
13 Norwich H" 1-3 (Guentchev pen) 7, (three pens) ()ka“v 'I‘yw:: 3 :‘1\
19 Southend ™A 1-0 (Thorpe) 4630 - 3 5 N e D
i 4 13 (o 8 THE MIDWEEK home defeat by Reading dropped the | Ppen). S Davis and Oldfield 2; Hughes,
ZQGvfm i 00 lughes) 7,612- 17 | Town to 20th place in the league tabie, but the draw at home | Harvey, Douglas Alexander and
imsby S PTEMAER 4,289 - 10 (Xm(“rsvsml Palace was not the disaster it might have been. | Mc s
& aturday’s result looked a lot better on Tuesday night 'S: Thorpe S: Ale: T4
2o 0 R e | e i " | i e Gt o
3 ,550 - ther weekend results were kind to the Town, except for | - ] g oo
IoMiwal Ao 7765 22 | Sheficid United's win at Birmingham. The botom three | 2; Oldficld, Hughes, Thomas, Taylor
1 ws-mna : 02 6855- 23 | clubs drew — Watford did again at home to leaders Derby on | M Johnson, G Johnson, S Davis
= m'm & gj‘) . 23859- 24 | Tueday — and Tranmere did the Town a favour on Sunday | Vilstrup, Feuer, Peake and McLaren
Pommt (Marshall,Davis, Guentchev by winning at Boundary Park, leaving Oldham still a point APPEARANCES, as sub in brack-
i\ n) 7:795- 23 bclc‘}\;‘ the Town m;\x vx:]lh two pames in hand. ets: S Davis 27; Alexander 26 (1);
at price another do or die last day of the seasc hes
17‘; : ;“ ?-;( <A ggsg g: s R R e T TR
; -2 {Harve 1042 - HOME AWAY
22 Ipswich
22 Jps a (L-?qolaﬁeli) sgg S; PWDLFAWDLEFA Ps
"_m' NOVEMBER * gen;ynCod gg g 13166 7 42 21 64
4 Stoke A 05 o og | ouncenan ZHE2RERNL 7o 4 19,17, 57
11 Oldham - H- - 1.1 (Douglas) 6047 23 | Charton 336 7 322197 6 42419 5 e L HOHDUND
18 B,,m,:?-mﬂ 00 7920- 23 | Stoke 29 5 320115 5 521 23 50 | Jan6Grimsby A 1-7 (Marshall) 5,387
21 Watfor A 1-1 (Davis] 10,042 C. Palace B85 7 32517 7 GOAL: Marshall. Assist: Guentchev
) A 23 6 5223 49
25Bamsley A 01 6437- 23 | Huddersfield 3210 4 3 3117 3 6 6 14 20 49 APPEARANCES: One each by Feuer.
Sohend 349 5 4 2318 4 4 Patterson, James, M. Johnson, Thomas,
2 Tranmere H 32 (Marshall 2, McLaren)6,025-23 | Bamsey 338 5 2 231 81624 4 | Waddock, Guenichev, Oakes, Oldficld
9 Wolves H 2.3 (Oakes, Marshal) 6997 -24 d 846 820 4 | Mol aren and Marshall. One b
16 P A o q ab Ipswich BRI R R T oa e |y 2nd Marshall. One as sub by
ortsmo . 012 24 ; > Alexander and Thorpe
23 Hudd'ld: H 22 (Marshall, Oldfield)  7,076-24 | LScester 334 7 4 2020 7 6 52927 46 :
Milwall 355 6 717206 5 61725 44 COCA COLA CUP FIRST
Mmlm Polsmouh 348 5 4 2233 5 9 2231 43 ROUND
Zgw 3-1 (Guenichev, Oakes 2)6,566 - 24 | Bimingham 33 7 6 3 2417 4 4 8 18 25 43 Aug 15 (1)Bournemouth H
Norwich = A 1-0 (Guentchev pen) 12,474 - 23 Norwich 34607 5 19185 4 8 25 25 41 r.\lﬁnlmihlﬁ:x ’
31 Sheff Utd H  1-0 (Guenichev) ,995 21 | Wolves 336 6 52521 45 71823 4 Aug 22 (2)B thA I M
Aug 22 (2)Bournemouth A 1-2 ael
L T Tanmers 326 5 52720 4 5 7 1518 40 | Jobmson) 4844 o
10 Grimsby H }zfmmnde, Guenichev, Marshal) Grimsby 325 9 31818 4 3 817 28 39 | GOALS: Marshall and M. Johnson 1
g s, | SheffUd 356 4 7 2203 7 81927 38 | cach
17 Millwall H  1-0 (Thorpe pen) 7308 19 | Readng 326 552192 9 5162 38 ASSISTS: S. Davis and Alexander 1
1 Det A 1-1 (Marshall) 14825 17 LutonTown 336 5 7 24253 5 7 7 19 37 eac;
4 A 01 16693 19 | Oldham 316 6 42516 2 6 7 1419 2 APPEARANCES: Sommer, M
27 Reading H 1-2 (Guentchev pen) 6,683 20 West Brom 27 4 621193 2 1017 2 3% Johnson, S. Davis, Oldfield, Alexander,
MARCH PotVale 303 4 6 1620 4 8 5 19 2 33 Marshall, Taylor, Guentchev and
8,478 Harvey 2; Thomas 1(1); James, Hughes

Town’s Cup recotd

Johnson 26; Feuer 26; Haryey 5(5t
Marshall 23 (3); Waddock 21 (4
Hughes 21 (1); James 18 3); |
Guentchey 16 (8); Oakes 16 (L)
Oldfield 15 (9); Peake 15 (3); Tajt
14 (8); Thomas 13 (2); Thorpe 120k
McLaren 9; Linton 6 (2); Riseth 6}
Vilstrup (6) 1; K Davis 5 Dougls|
3): Woodsford 1 (2). Before trnfes
G Johnson 5 (1), Sommer 2. Nunbe
f players used 26 (27 last sea)

d Waddock 1; Thorpe (21 M .

ANGLO-TALIAN CUP
14 (Guentche? p“

Sep 5 Perugia H
Saeo

Get 11 Genoa A 043750
Nov 8 na A -l(Mz;S"("ﬂ][’W

Dec 13 Ancona
Marshall, Taylor, Thorpés
pen) 2,091 1
EOALS: Marshall 2 Guemﬁlf'
-.Taylomndmmcuv
S: Taylor "l ighes:
Marshall and Harvey L _ . g pi¥
APPEARANCES: K- ﬁ;vﬁs
and Harvey 4; Oakes e
Marshall 2(1); GuentcheYs T
Johnson, Oldfie
Vilstrup 2; Thorpe
w.md.»{-k 1(1); Skell:;.sﬁv
Riseth, Taylor, Tho! I
Woodsford (2); Simpson ( )

Gt

Defence was

FIRING BLANKS: Defender
Marvin Johnson tries to boost
the Luton attack against
Palace, with a header that
looped over the bar

DUE A GOAL OR TWO: John
Taylor, second half sub for
Vidar Riseth against Crystal
Palace.

gastric 3
was replaced by senlor linesman Tim:
Howes, who seemed a little shy of

BOOKED: Town’s Julian James and
Marvyin Johnson and
Dyer, Dougie Freedman and David

REPORTS BY BRIAN

SWAIN
PICTURES BY GARETH
OWEN

on suicide
- mission

MAN'AGl.ER Lennie Lawrence blamed
;::‘m-:an defending’ for a disappointing
ﬂw: efeat against fellow strugglers who
i looked likely winners in the second

Suﬂfg hbﬂd o field a makeshift back four, with
wd gy Suspended and Darren Patterson
iy i Johnson injured. Trevor Peake,
!0 his first game for three months, looked
iy Gary Waddock and David Oldfield
Well in midfield.
mr';‘h:*;: attack, without the pace of Dwight
not o toothless, and Julian James
Rised s 0ok comfortable
into central defe
= :"‘:"0 Guentchey ms
arly Ie:;d from the spot to give
Hopki » hetting his sixth penalty after Jeff
1S pulled him back by
ahigh ball down the m

LUTON TOWN 1
READING 2

The result would prob
different if two near things
Tony Thorpe and John Taylo
woodwork, but a

Martin Booty stole up

injury time at the en!
Stuart Lovell sho
threatened in the

“Reading were the better e
penalty areas,
Lawrence aftel

first time since he came to Luton.

and.

® ®

V»-:/«
LUTON TOW

back against
play-off
chasers?

STRIKER turned midfielder David Oldfield is set
for a recall to Luton Town’s starting line-up at
Huddersfield on Saturday. Unlucky to be on the
subs’ bench against Crystal Palace, he will be
needed at the McAlpine Stadium because Graham
Alexander is starting a two-match suspension,
while Ceri Hughes is completing his.
But manager Lennie Lawrence is worrying far more
about the attack, which has been shotshy since Dwight
Marshall broke his leg at Sunderland.

“I am asking around about who is available, but I don't
think we will have anyone in by the weekend,” he said.
Against a team searching for a play-off place after
motion from Division Two last season, Lawrence is looki
for a sharpshooter to assert himself,

John Taylor, so unlucky with a blistering volley which hit
a post in the Reading match, is due a goal or two - in 17 full
he has scored only once, in the 5-0 stroll

TOWN: Feuer; Linton, James, Peake,

READING:

GOALS:

bably have been very
had been goals:
r both hit the
fter that first half hour the
Town started to look second best.

from midfield and

Meaker’s cross in
d of the first half, and
 the winner Reading always
78th minute, with the
defensive marking again hlghlg;'sl‘usiﬁeﬁ:.e pe
where it really matters,” said
r tasting home defeat

fAcits]

Thomas; Alexander, Waddock
(Vilstrup 83 mins), Oldfield, Thorpe
(Oakes HT); Guentchey, Taylor
(Riseth 65 mins).
Mihailoy; Wdowezyk
(Gilkes 52 mins), Williams, Hopkins;
Bernal, Meaker, Parkinson,
Holsgrove, Booty; Nogan (Quinn, 67
mins), Lovell. Unused sub Jones.
10 5 mins: Bontcho
Guentchey penalty; 1-1 45 mins:
Martin Booty header; 1-2, 78 mins:
Stuart Lovell shot.

OTHER ATTEMPTS: Town five saved,
five wide and shots by Thorpe and
Taylor hit posts; Reading five saved,

slxwldc.Cormiﬂ-lmme

REFEREE: Paul Rejer, Tipton, had a

Dbetter 90 minutes than the Town.

BOOKED: Guentchev for dissent and
Nogan and Parkinson of Reading for

against Ancona in the Anglo-Ttalian Cup.
Vidar Riseth, with much less experience, is still waiting
for his first league goal, which leaves a lot of responsibility
on Bontcho Guentchey.
The Bulgarian’s eight goals make him the Town's second
leading scorer, but six of those have come from the penalty
spot and another was direct from a free kick.
The good news from Saturday’s home draw with Crystal
Palace, who have the best away record in the First Division,
was that the Town collected no further injuries.
And Darren Patterson has got over a groin strain. He was
ready to play against Palace, his former club, but was left
out because Steve Davis was available again after suspen-
sion and Marvin Johnson had overcome his hamstring
strain.
Patterson was pencilled in for a run-out with the reserves
against Wimbledon last night, but Lawrence hinted he may
not be in the side at Huddersfield. He said: “Marvin
Johnson and Steve Dayis did very well against Palace.
“The problem is at the front, where we have lost the only
man with pace, and I feel Dwight Marshall has 1o be
replaced.”
‘Huddersfield, under the management of former Town.
favourites Brian Horton and David Moss, looked a very
good side at Kenilwoth Road in December, in a2-2 draw in
the first match after Lawrence’s appointment. In 17-goal
Andy Booth they have one of the best strikers in the First
Division - he was on target at Luton and has scored in each
of the last four games:
Ten wins, four draws and three defeats is Huddersfield's
home record, but Lawrence said: “They're beatable, and we
know we have gol to get results right again after a blip
against Reading. We have seena radical change in fortunes
since 1 came, with 19 points from 11 games. In recent
games it has not helped that we haye had to chop and
change - three first- choice centre-backs were missing
against Reading.
g“Hul we golga good draw at Derby, and were not that far
off when we lost by one goal at Sunderland - and they have
beaten Southend and Grimsby, both away, since then.
“The spirit here is good, and we know March will be an
important month, with so many away games. We must se¢

A ANEE the month through being no worse off compared to other
ENTERTAINMENT; Good for the first |c§m> at the boﬁom, which means we want a couple of
half-hour, but dropped off after that. away wins and a few goals.”




