judgement that undid all the
Town's good work earlier.

‘With 13 minutes to go, a

goalless draw was the most
likely result of a vitally
important match for both
teams, with United kicking
off just one place above the Town.
Defender Roger Nilsen hammered a hard
low cross diagonally towards the far post, and
the ball bounced off Mitchell Thomas’s thigh
and into the hands of Feuer.

Even United and their fans were stunned
when Mr West ruled it was a back pass. The
indirect free kick seven yards from goal was
touched off by Phil Starbuck to Don
Hutchison, whose low drive managed to elude
all 11 Town men trying to protect the goal.

‘The Town still managed to pick themselves
up after that devastating blow, and United
were glad to” hear the final whistle as
Lawrence's men stormed upfield without
being able to find a chink in a hard-worked
home defence.

Howard Kendall, the manager brought in to
do a Lawrence at Bramall Lane, said he didn’t
see what part of his body Thomas used for the
controversial “back pass’ and was just pleased
to see his side battle and scrap for a vital win
on a poor pitch. You can’t expect good pass-
ing football in the circumstances, he added.

Yet the Town had produced plenty in a very
promising first half, without being able to turn
it into goals. John Taylor, operating as a lone
spearhead with Scott Oakes and David
Oldfield leading the support from midfield,
had two chances in a minute before the inter-
val, both from crosses delivered by Oakes, but
put headers straight at Simon Tracey.

Taylor, who looked more like his old self,
also poked a hurried shot wide, under pres-
sure, from a through-pass by Oakes.

Fans will now wait with interest to see the
attacking formation to be used against
Ipswich on Saturday — Bontcho Guentchey
was dropped at Sheffield, and new signing

Graeme Tomlinson, on loan from
Manchester United, was left on the bench
until the last eight minutes.

Barely 90 seconds had been played when
the Town almost scored from their first attack.
But Steve Davis’s powerful header from a
comer by Oakes was cleared off the line by
Mitch Ward, who repeated the trick in the sec-

TAYLOR RAID: John Taylor fires off a
shot which drifted inches wide

ond half from a cracking
Against that Feuer made one impe
half save, at the feet of Andy
relieved when a thundering
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Thomas said: “No way wi
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He refused to disclose
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said it to him I would have been
“We are all so di i
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