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LATE FLOURISH: Skipper and centre-half Steve Davis, wearing 5 on the left,
is among those giving support to John Taylor as the Town pile on pressure in

the closing minutes at Bramall Lane

SHEFFIELD UTD 1
LUTON TOWN 0
MANAGER Lennie Lawrence
was one of the few connected
with Luton Town who were not
publicly furious with referee
Trevor West of Hull for the part
he played in a cruel defeat at
Bramall Lane, which the manag-
er had billed as “one we must not

lose.”

West amazed both sides by
giving an indirect free kick
seven yards from goal after the
ball bounced off Mitchell
Thomas into the hands of Ian
Feuer. The ref was the only man
in the stadium who thought it
was a back pass, but United
accepted the gift, with Don
Hutchison firing the 77th-minute
decider.

Town players were incensed,
and Lawrence agreed he could

Gift from the
shocks the Toy,
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John Taylor had an iy
game, except fo gy
clear chances, with hegy
straight at the goalkeeper,

Bontcho Guentchey ha ben
dropped, but ney signy
Graeme Tomlinson, og fo
from Manchester Unifed, vy
given only nine minutes atiy,
as a sub, by which time the d

was cast.

13 Norwich H 1-3 (Guentchev pen) 7,848 -
19 Southend A 1-0 (Thorpe) 4,630 -
26 Leicester H  1-1 (Hughes) 7612- 17
29 Grimsby A 4289- 10
2 Derby H  1-2 (Marshall) 6427- 17
9 Reading A 1-3 (Marshall) 8,550- 20
13 Millwall A 0-1 7,076- 22
16 Sunderl'd H 0-2 6,955- 23
23 Wolves A 00 23659- 24
30 Portsm'th H  3-1(Marshall,Davis, Guentchev
= pen) 7,795- 23
L OCTOBER
7 Tranmere A 01 6,680- 24
14 WBrom “H 12 }Harvzr 8,042- 24
22 Ipswich & A 1-0 eld) 9,123- 21
Charton H 01 6270- 22
:1 glokbﬂ a ﬁ(bou & 9,382- 23
1 2 6,047 - 23
18 Bﬁ'm H 00~ o 7920- 23
21 Watfo A 1-1 (Davis) 10,042 - 23
25 Bamsley A WOT 6,437- 23
2 T 4H ©32(Marshall2, Mctare 5. 23
Wm H 2—3"&)‘65, Marshall) 4 %7- 24
16 Portsmoutt’ A 04 7012 24
23 Hudd'td H 2-2 (Marshall, Oldfield) 7076- 24
13 Southend H 3-1 (Guentchev, Oakes 2) 6,566 - 24
Norwich A pen) 12474 - 23
31 SheffUtd  H 1-0 {Guentchev) 6,995 21
3 Leicester A  1-1 (Thorpe) 14,821 21
10 Grimsby ;l 3-2 (Alexander, Guentchey, Marshall)
158 20
17 Miliwall H 1-0 (Thorpe pen) 7,308 19
21 Derby A 1-1 (Marshall) 14,825 17
24 Sunderland A 0-1 16,693 19
27 Reading H 1-2 (Guentchev pen) 6,683 20
MARCH
2 CPalace H 00 8478 20
9 Huddersfd A 01 11,950 20
19C. Palace A 0-2 13609 23
23SheffUd A 01 14,935 23
30 Ipswich H
APRIL
2WestBrom A
5 A
9 Stoke H
13 Birmingham A
20 Watford H
P. Vale A
H
30 P. Vale H
MAY
4 Oldham A

Town'’s season at a glance

OPPONENTS... RESULT...

SCOR-

THE Town's tenth away defeat of the season cost them
the chance of moving out of the bottom three, and made
a last ditch showdown at Oldham a distict possibility.
Oldham's defeat at Sunderland and Reading’s at
Tranmere were the kindest results of the weekend for
the Town, but Grimsby’s surprise win at Huddersfield
was a blow. And the three-point gap between the Town
and safety is in reality four points because of their poor
scoring record

PWDL F A WDL F APts
Sunderland 371152 26 8 874 23 18 69
Derby C 38117 1 36 17 67 6 20 25 65
Crystal P 388 833018 865 242362
Charlton 368 732020 774252 5
Stoke 36963 2512 567 222654
Ipswich 36104 4 3926 477 2728 53
Huddersfd 371144 3320 3781526 53
Leicester 376 752424 766 3030 52
Bamnsley 37972302 469 213252
Southend 389 64 2419 469 213351
Norwich 386852119 649 282648
Birmingh'm 378742720 459 223048
Wolves 377752924 558 202648
Tranmere 367 653123 558 1821 47
Millwall 386 67 1820 658 1829 47
Portsmouth 378553225 37923345
Grimsby 366 94 21 20 539 21 31 45
Port Vale 34746222 485192245
West Brom 378 56 2724 3411193542
Sheff Utd 8757 2323 379 192842
Reading 366 66 2106 18 24 40
Oldham 36765 2 261016 24 39
Luton Tn 36657 2425 35107 2337
Watford 364762120 289193233

*Not including last night's match, Portsmouth v Port Vale

ENDSLEIGH LEAGUE

GOALS: Marshall 9; Guentchev 7(4 pens)
Oakes 3; Thorpe 3(1 pen); Davis and
Oldfield 2; Hughes, Harvey, Douglas
Alexander and McLaren 1

ASSISTS: Thorpe 5; Alexander 4; Marshall
3; Oakes, Guentchev and Harvey 2
Oldfield, Hughes, Thomas, Taylor, M.
Johnson, G. Johnson, S. Davis, Vilstrup,
Feuer, Peake and McLaren 1

APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets: S
Davis 30; Feuer 29; Alexander 27 (1)

Town’s Cup recof

FA CUP THIRD ROUND
Jan 6 Grimsby A 1-7 (Marshall) 5,387
GOAL: Marshall. Assist: Guentchev
APPEARANCES: One each by Feuer,
Patterson, James, M. Johnson, Thomas,
Waddock, Guentchey, Oakes, Oldfield,
McLaren and Marshall. One as sub by
Alexander and Thorpe

COCA COLA CUP FIRST

ROUND
Aug 15 (1)Bournemouth H 1-1
(Marshall) 2,728
Aug 22 (2)Bournemouth A 1-2 aet. (M

Johnson) 4,844
GOALS: Marshall and M
h

Johnson 1

ASSISTS: S. Davis and Alexander
each

APPEARANCES: Sommer, M
Johnson, S. Davis, Oldfield, Alexander
Marshall, Taylor, Guentchey and
Harvey 2; Thomas 1(1); James, Hughes

Harvey 26 (5); Johnson 26; Wadda
(4); Marshall 23 (3); James 21 (3
Hughes 21 (2); Oakes 19 (1); Olied

18 (9); \Guentchev 18 (8); MeLarend.
(2); Riseth 6 (5); Linton 6 (4); Visa#h
(1); K Davis 5; Douglas 1 (3)

Woodsford 1 (2); Tomlinson 1. Belo
transfers: G Johnson 5 (1); Sommé&
Number of players used 27, same

last season.

3 2
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Nov 8 Cesena A Lz(Marfgzﬂ(lw
Dec 13 Ancona
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Riseth, Taylor, 1! i
Woodsford (2)i Simpson ( )

N Town will go for
at Kenilworth Road
aturday, at the start of a
four crucial matches
in ten days. AS he prepares
for the first, at home l‘o
Jpswich, manager Lennie
Lawrence said: “There wx!l
be no question of playing it
qfe. It will be do or die, and
we will be looking for goals
ina game we have to win.

e will have an attacking
{eam, and there could well be
{hree forwards on the bench.”

Bontcho Guentchev, who
was with the Bulgarian squad
for the England game at
Wembley last night, will be
back in contention for the visit
of Ipswich, after being left out
at Sheffield United.

“He was looking a bit shell-
shocked,” said the manager
“He cares very deeply about his
form and his performances, and
he needed a rest. But he wants
1o do well, and to score goals.”

Saturday gives the Town
their last chance to score a goal
in March, after four blanks, and
Lawrence hopes there will be
three new strikers competing
for places in the attack: Graeme
Tomlinson will be on the bench
or given a full debut, and two
other recruits being chased yes-
terday could also be signed in
time to play.

Said Lawrence: “The relega-
tion battle is now between the
bottom six, and it is vital we
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REPORTS BY BRIAN SWAIN
PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN

further behind. In the goo{ianln']n
soon after I came we played a
number of teams at the right
time, with no form, with three
more games at home than
away, and perhaps the results
were a little unrealistic. We
also had a bit of luck at times,
but that has since evened itself
o

(5
“By today I wanted us to
have 40 points, so we are three
short. In the last three or four
weeks we have not done
enough to climb away from
danger. Fortunately, nor have
Watford, Oldham or Reading,
and I don’t think Sheffield
United and West Brom are
completely out of it yet.

“But we must win on Saturday,
and we must get to the season’s
last fortnight, with three home
games left, still in touch. We can-
not afford to fall further behind.

“It can be done, but we are one.
win behind schedule at the
moment.”

With new signings in prospect,
Lawrence expects to make a
change or two in the side.

Defender Marvin Johnson, out
for five games with an ankle
injury, might be fit for Saturday,
but the defence has played so
consistently he may have to wait
for Steve Davis to start his sus-
pension before being recalled.

After Ipswich the Town have a
six-pointer away to West Brom
on Tuesday (7.45) before going
to Charlton a week tomorrow,
Good Friday. Stoke City are the
visitors for the other easter game,
on the Tuesday.
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SKIPPER Steve Davis and mid-
field terrier Gary Waddock are
both facing suspensions for collect-
ing too many yellow cards.
Waddock passed 21 points with
a booking for hands at Crystal
Palace, and will miss next
Tuesday’s match at West Brom.
Davis collected his tenth caution
of the season at Sheffield, which

2

WELCOME TO THE CLUB: Graeme Tomlinson, left, who may
make his full Luton Town debut on Saturday, gets the glad hand
from Scott Oakes

Suspension means Davis
will be out for two games

pushes him past the 33-point
mark, and that brings his third
suspension of the season. He miss-
es two games, Stoke at home and
Birmingham away. His previous
suspensions covered three games,
and all were defeats, at Grimsby in
the FA Cup, and in the league
away to Sunderland and at home
to Reading.
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Dogfight goes
on and on.

LENNIE Lawrence believes the First Division relegation
dogfight will go on until the final two weeks of the sea~
son at least. And the fixture list has ensured that the last
‘month has plenty of six-pointers,
The Town still have to play three of the other bottom
five, Watford, West Brom and Oldham.
Other crunches are Watford v Reading and Sheffield
United v Reading. But all Watford's other games are
against tleams much higher up the table, and like Sheffield
United and West Brom they include leaders Sunderland.
Oldham, who entertain the Town on the last day of the
season, still have 0 take on second-placed Derby, as do
West Brom.
Leicester, currently a point below the play-off zone,
could haye a major say in the relegation equation because
they figure on the fixture lists of Watford, Oldham,
Sheffield United and West Brom.
Remaining fixtures for the bottom six, with * denoting
realistic promotion-chasing teams, in, or within a point of
the top six:
LUTON TOWN (5 home 5 away): Home - Ipswich*,
Stoke*, Watford, Bamsley*, Port Vale. Away - West
Brom, Charlton*, Birmingham, Port Vale, Oldham.
'WATFORD (6 home 4 away): Home - Sunderland®,
Portsmouth, Port Vale, Reading, Grimsby, Leicester®.
Away - Wolves, Southend, Luton, Norwich.
OLDHAM (5 home 5 away): Home - Grimsby,
Derby*, Wolves, Stoke, Luton. Away - Reading, Port
Vale, Leicester*, Millwall, Southend.
EADI

DING (5 home 5 away): Home - Oldham, C.
lace*, Wolves, Charlton®, Sheffield Utd. Away -
Huddersfield*,  Ipswich, ~Watford,  Barnsley*,

Birmingham.

SHEFFIELD UTD (4 home 4 away): Home -
Southend, Wolves, Sunderland®, Port Vale. Away -
Leicester*, Portsmouth, Grimsby, Reading.

WEST BROM (4 home S away) Home - Luton,
Millwall, Grimsby, Derby*. Away - Portsmouth,
Leicester*, Norwich, Sunderland*, Bamsley®.
ADMITTING that he had not done himself justice in his
six months at Luton Town, midfielder Johnny Vilstrup
returned to Denmark this week, but said: “I will be back
next season.

He has gone on loan to AGF of Aarhus after making
only half a dozen full league appearances for the Town.
He will stay with them until the end of the Danish season
in late May, and said: “I know I have not reached top fit-
ness here at Luton, and it has been a disappointing time
for me. But I want t0 play here, and I hope I can get fully
fit and be back to try (o get into the team next season.

Manager Lennie Lawrence said he would wait o see
how things panned out, but confirmed that Vilstrup's
move would be helpful 10 the Town's wages bill. He said:
“If we get an offer it will be considered. But Johnny has
struggled to make an impact here, and at 29 he doesn't

ve time on his side.”
mTt\»u Norwegian clubs have made enquires about strik:
er Vidar Riseth, one to ask for a loan, the other to try to

bu

it o decision,
| awrence said: “There is no hurry to make a decision,
because the season in Norway does not start until mid-
April. and Vidar has a bad ankle at present. ;
D‘WL' will listen 10 10 offers, and while | think he will go
to Norway a lot depends on him whether it is a loan or a

permanent transfer.




