BigEmatch

"I Angry

DOUBLE
SHADOW:
Kim Grant
outnumbered
by Richard
Rufus and
Steve Brown
at The Valley,
where he
drew a blank
against his
old team-
mates. He
was on target
on Tuesday,
but it was not
enough to
prevent Stoke
City winning

Both managers tho,
a draw was aboyt

CHARLTON 1 LUTON 1 CHARLTON: R
BOTH managers thought that the draw  Rufus, Chris W, .CP'""‘%
was about right at The Valley, but Town  mins); Robson, Bop- e
fans felt it was a case of two points lost. 2 oo Yer (Dayi

Tony Thorpe’s cross-shot, deflected  Unused sub By
by Richard Rufus, put the Town into a ~ THE GOALS: .
22nd-minute lead, but Charlion replied 20 Thorpe cross shot
minutes from time when Steve Davis was  Jamie Swart and mag
penalised for handling a cross by John
Robinson and Bradley Allen converted  Steve Davis hand
the penalty. It was his second goal in three  cross driven at him fron
games afer being bought from QPR for  OTHER ATTEMpR®
£400,000 on the day Kim Grant was sold
10 the Town.

Lennie Lawrence enjoyed returning o the (0p of the bar:
The Valley for the first time in ten years, eight wide and 89ng
and Grant had a happy day back, making  Linger hit a post
the chance for the Town'’s goal Town

Sadly, the Town could do little to pile SFEREE: Bill Bums
on the agony for Andy Petterson, their  Town fans thought he was b
former goalkeeper, who is now third  penalty award, but he failedy
choice at The Valley. He had to play  obvious one agai o
because the top two were injured, but was  Lennic Lawrence had ng e
not tested too severely his performance
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d The body of Mark Prudhoe

L emed 10 attract the ball as if by
asc - even when he was ground-
d sbos bounced off him instead of

Jackson, the former Town defender on  highest of the scason, and e
loan from Everton, was among six for dropping admission pricesby 4
Charlton players ruled out by injuries. cent for a game being llevisd
MATCH DETAILS London H

TOWN: Feuer; Alexander, Davis, ENTERTAINMENT: A good e
Patterson, Thomas; Thorpe (Tomlinson g to the feeling that there is i

much difference between teams a e
mins), Guentchev; Grant (Oakes 75 mins)  of the First Division and those ey gisminves from time and a win

ereay three minues into stop

1-3 (Guentchev pen) 7,848 -
1-0 (Thorpe) 4,630 -
1-1 (Hughes) 7612- 17
0-0 4,289- 10
SEPTEMBER
1-2 (Marshall 6427- 17
1-3 (Marshall) 8,550- 20
0-1 7,076- 22
0-2 6,955- 23
0 23659- 24
3-1 (Marshall,Davis, Guentchev
7,795- 23
o1 6,680 - 24
1-2 (Harvey) 8,042 24
HJ(OMMJ) 9,123- 21
01 6270- 22
05 9,382 - 23
1-1 (Douglas) 6,047 - 23
00 7.920- 23
1-1 (Davis) 10,042 - 23
o1 6437- 23

M{ Marshall 2, McLaren) 6,025- 23
23 (Qakes, Marshall) 6897 - 24
04 7012

2-2 (Marshall, Oldfield) 7,076 - 24

3-1 (Guentchev, Oakes 2) 6,566 - 24

1-0 (¢ pen) 12,474 - 23
1-0 (Guentchev) 6,995 21
1-1 (Thorpe) 14,821 21
3-2 (Alexander, Guentchev, Marshall)
20
1-0 (Thorpe pen) 7,308 19
1-1 (Marshall) 14,825 17
1 16,693 19
1-2 (Guentchev pen) 6,683 20
MARCH
8478 20
01 11,850 20
0-2 13609 23
01 14,935 23
1-2 (Grant) 9,151 23
2-0 (Guentchev, Grant) 15,131 23
1-1 (Thorpe) 14633 23
1-2 (Grant) 9,151 23

Town’s season at a glance
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WHILE THE Town took only one point from
their two Easter games, all the teams just aboe
them did better. The result is that the gap)
between the Town and safety is wider today
than it was a week ago. The crucial results|
were Reading winning 2-1 at Ipswich, Oldham|
winning 3-1 at Port Vale and West Brom just
about ending their worries with a 2-1 win at
Leicester on Tuesday.

A Pts
21 77
26 74
24 69

30 60
32 59

27 45

24 41

36 35

rmingham.

APPEARANCES... GOALS
ENDSLEIGH LEAGUE

GOALS: Marshall 9; Guentchev 8 (4 (2); Harvey 28 (5); Waddock 27 {f
pens); Thorpe 4 (1 pen); Grant and Johnson 27 (2); Marshall 23 (3} &
Oakes 3; Davis and Oldfield 2; Hughes, 22 (3); Guentchev 21 (9); OldiedZ!
Harvey, Douglas, Alexander and (9); Hughes 21 (2); Oakes 21 fk
McLaren 1 Thomas 20 (2); Thorpe 18 (9} Taf8

ASSISTS: Thorpe 6; Alexander and 17 (9); Patterson 17 (2); Peske 50
Guentchev 4; Marshall 3; Oake McLaren 9 (2); Linton 6 (4); KDa#
Oldfield and Harvey 2; Grant, Hughes, Grant 4; Wilkinson 3; Douglas 1G53

Thomas, Taylor, M. Johnson Woodsford 1 (2); Tomiinson {}

Johnson, S. Davis, Vilstrup

Peake and McLaren 1 Johnson 5 (1); Sommer 2 vat::
APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets players used: 29, two more i
Feuer and S Davis 33; Alexander 30 season

Town’s Cup record

James, *Hughes
FA CUP THIRD ROUND l;]v‘l:;[;_ (2); Matthews (1)-
Jan 6 Grimsby A 1-7 (Marshall) 5,387

P
GOAL: Marshall. Assist: Guentchev ANGLO-ITALIAN CU :

APPEARANCES: One each by gep 5 Perugia H 14 (GuenicheY P

Feuer, Patterson, James, M. Johnson, 3 352

Thomas, Waddock, Guentchev, Oakes, et 11 Genoa A 04 3~759m|,u1 |

Oldfield, McLaren and Marshall. One Ny 8 Cesena A I—Z(M:‘SO ot

as sub by Alexander and Thorpe Dec 13 Ancona - G
Thorpé:

COCA COLA CUP FIRST  Marshall, Taylor,
OUND pen) 2,091
GOALS: M
pens; Oa ke
RaSISTS: Taylor 2 Hot
Marshall and Harvey

Aug 15 (1)Bournemouth H 1-1
(Marshall) 2,728

Aug 22 (2)Bournemouth A 1-2 aet. (M
Johnson) 4,844

S: K.
GOALS: Marshall and M. Johnson | APPEARANCE;@ and ML
each and Harvey 14' ((f\‘,:mchev, Junh
ASSISTS: Davis anc exander Marshall 2(1); Y! rs00:
SRR Johnson, Oldficld: PAEES

2 2);
nd Vilstrup 2 THOTE oy
waddock 1(1):

Riseth, Tuyh:r.
Woodsford )

APPEARANCES: Sommer, M
Johnson, S. Davis, Oldfield, and
Alexander,  Marshall Taylor, Hughes,
Guentchey and Harvey 2; Thomas 1(1); ~ Upson 15

fim.
"%ru(vr]d saw Newcastle fans

fuBlackburn. The same agony went

“We don't seem to want to do it,

“That was the first game since |
it been here where we have had
Anany good chances to finish the
fie off, never mind the gooc

\ransfers: Risath 6 (5); Visup (1K

and Waddoek]

s, 9% [
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“We were p—s poor in their
penalty area, and the defending for
their goals was scandalous, [ feg]
sorry for the supporters, for the
club, and for the directors... but not
for the players. They were abject
failures in the penalty areas, where
it matters.

“I am strugeling 1o conirol my
emotions because we have turned
victory into defeat. We could have
taken a gigantic step forward. Stoke
are not a bad side, but we gave it to
them on a plate. They ran us ragged
in the last 20 minutes.

“Performances like that in the
two penalty areas will see us at the
bottom of the Second Division,
never mind the first.”

He reckoned he could have
blown the ball harder into the net
than Simon Sturridge kicked it for
the equaliser. And what on earth
was happening, he asked, when a
man could wander into the Town's
penalty area at a free kick and be
left unmarked a yard or two from
goal to knock in the decider,

The defeat hinged on the Town's
inability to get the second goal after
they had upset Stoke’s game plan

Chasing a play-off place, Lou
Macari opted for five at the back,
and a pattern designed (o stifle and
frustrate. It looked as though he
wanted a draw, and would be
pleased if a winner could be nicked.

Nine men defended whenever
necessary, and despite a lot of good
tackling and prompting by Gary
Waddock the Town rarely looked
like breaking through. But with
nearly three minutes of injury time
played, Bontcho Guentchey, bor-
ing in down the left, forced the ball
across the penalty area, and in a bit
of a scramble Kim Grant hooked

in his third Town goal in four
appearances

It made Macari change his for-
mation. Left back John Dreyer was

Charlton’s Richard Rufus and the

OVER THE TOP: Kim Grant fires too hi
the Town two up at Chariton

taken off, midfielder Graham Potter
went on, and Stoke were a convention-
al 4- 4-2 team.

Their need for an equaliser at last
game the Town space in the Stoke half,
and a spirited team performance had
the home fans cheering

But Prudhoe had one of those days
when he could do no wrong. When
skill and bravery were not enough, he
had luck with him.

In one amazing sequence
Guentchey, Tony Thorpe and David
Oldfield all saw shots bounced off the
keeper, who then made good saves on
purpose from Scott Oakes and
Thorpe

But the breakthrough would not
come, and with no Paul Wilkinson the
option of high crosses was denied the
Town

They put in tremendous effort, but
the nerves and tension crept into their
game in the closing stages.
~ Referee Uriah Rennie, whose contri-

bution added little to the entertain-
ment, ook great care (o signal his ver-
dict on time-wasting, and the extra
time added on was a nightmare for the

Thad 86 minutes on my watch when
the defence was caught out by Simon
Sturridge’s pace as he pinched an
equaliser on the break from a long ball
by Nigel Gleghorn, and the clock
showed 93 minutes when the final dis-

ed in a diagonal free kick from the

eft,
freedom of the penalty area (o h

And Stoke, unlike the Town, were
100 canny o throw it away with
schoolboy defending. But it was still a
very biter experience for Town fans,
who had been uplifted by much of
what they saw, then stunned by the
final outcome. You can argue if the
performance was relegation form or
not. The trouble is that the result s.

Fight to the death

MANAGER Lennie Lawrence will demand that

Luton Town will scrap to the last kick of the season if
necessary in the bid to - -
avoid dropping into the
Second Division.

And if it is all down to
the final match, at
Oldham, that will be no
more than he would have
accepted when he took on
the Kenilworth Road job.

Lawrence came (o
Luton when the Town
were bottom of the table,
four wins from 22 league
games, They had I8
points, and were five LENNIE
adrifi of the then safety LAWRENCE
line.

In 18 matches since then 23 points have been won,
but the safety line is still five points away - effectively
six because the Town's 36 goals scored this season is
the worst in the division.

The manager knows that Luton have a tradition of
settling their fate on the last day of the season, most
famously at Maine Roud, Manchester, when Raddy
Antic camed immortal glory.

Lawrence said yesterday: “If someone had said to
me when | came that we would need a point fo stay up
at Oldham on the last day, | would have said that was
OK by me. If we have 10 win on the last day, so be it.

“Let them all write us off. We have got (0 have the
bottle (o keep playing our football.

*I have said for some time that I believe the last fort-
night will be crucial. My hope is that we get to 50
points with (wo or three games (o go. We have got to
keep battling, but we need victories. | won't give up
until it is statistically impossible.™

It is a tall order

AS TOWN fans clutch at straws which might save
them from drowning in the murky walers of relegation,
the figures show that survival is still possible, but a
very tall order

Before Millwall entertained Birmingham last night.
\he relegation equation was broadly any three from six
10 g0 down. But Waford are as good as dead so realis-
{ically the Town have to find two teams they can aver-
haul

Lennie Lawrence's targel ever since he came just
before Christmas was (o reach 50 points before the last
fortnight of the scason. in which the Town have three
games - Barndley and Port Vale at home, and Oldham
M 4o that the Town must win the next three
Birmingham away. Watford at home and Port Vale

e meaiime,tey need ober teams jus ove tem 10
drop paints. and these are their rvals maiches o0 the v
Watford: Home to Port Vale, Reading, Grimshy and Derby
and away 10 Luton and Norwic
Oldham: Home (0 ‘\\\\\N 5
¢ jilwall and Southen
L Mt n Carito,Shield Uniedand Walhes
1nd away (0 Bamsley. Watford und Birmingham e
Millwall: Home t0 Birmingham last night. then (0 Oldha
Stoke and away (0 Huddersield and Ipswich. g
‘Portsmouth: Home o Bamsley and [pswich and away 0
Stoke and Huddersfield

h.
Stoke and Luton. and away (0




