BigRmatch
IdCIS

ON THE 60th anniversary of Joe
Payne’s record-breaking ten-goal
debut for Luton Town, the goals
rained in again at St. Andrew’s...

Payne’s ten in one game contrasts
bleakly with today’s Luton Town

goals between them in 21 away game:
goals y games e fing much

cent fitness -

We knew the attack was shotshy, but four players

as relegation pressure builds the defence
has also caught the collywobbles.
Managers Barry Fry and Lennie
Lawrence both thought defeat on a
ground where the Town had lost only
once in five previous visits was down to
the psychological damage done when
Stoke were allowed to score twice in the
last four minutes at Kenilworth Road a

Bontcho Guentchey and Graeme
Tomlinson-

Birmingham were allowed to take the The January revival he mages
lead in 18.45 seconds, straight from the
kick-off and without a Town player
touching the ball, and the result was

since joining the Town onloan
from Manchester United, but
might now be set for his chance.  Ggqs

BLOTTED OUT: Tony Thorpe discovers odds of two to one are too

much for him

Payne’s heroics in April 1936 were
not quite good enough for the Town to
gain_promotion from Division Three
South that year. But he hit 55 the fol-

been only one win, at West Brom, u
the yield has been six points otof

2 West Brom 2-0 (Guenichey, Grant) 15,131 23
5 Charfton 1-1 (Thorpe) 14,633 23
o Sioke. 12 (Grant 9,151 23
imingham 15,4;

e 5426 23
23 P. Vale

27 Bamsley

30 P. Vale

MAY

> TI»>I>T>> Ieemy I»>»x

|

night the

H  1-3 (Guentchev pen) 7,848 -
19 Southend A 1-0 (Thorpe) 4,630 -
Leicester H 1-1 (Hughes) 7.612- 17
29 Grimsby A 00 4,289- 10
SEPTEMBER
2 Derby H 1-2 (Marshall) 6,427 - 17
9 Reading A 1-3 (Marshall) 8,550 - 20
13 Millwall A 01 7,076- 22
16 Sunderl'd H 0-2 6,955- 23
23 Wolives A 0-0 23659- 24
30 'th H  3-1(Marshall,Davis, Guentchey
pen) 7.795- 23
3‘ Lrasnmara a 0-1 i 6,680 - 24
rom 1-2 (Harvs 8,042- 24
ZZtmvlzft"~ A I—O}M% 9,123- 21
29 on H 01 6270- 22
4 Swkel A 08 : 9382- 23
Oldham H 1-1 (Douglas) 6,047 - 23
18 Bi 'm H 00 7,820 - 23
21 W: A " 1-1 (Davis) 10,042 - 23
25 Bamsley A o1 6,437 - 23
2 Tr:m RH “ 32 &lsfﬂl 2, McLaren) 6,025- 23
9 W H 23 es, Marshall) 6,897 - 24
16 Pm‘ A 0-4 7012 24
23 H H 2-2 (Marshall, Oldfield) 7,076 - 24
13 Southend H 3-1 (Guentchev, Oakes 2) 6,566 - 24
20 Norwich. A 1~o( ) )12474— ga
31 SheffUtd  H 10 {Guentchev) 6,995 21
3 Leicester A 1-1 (Thorpe) 14821 21
10 Grimsby ;l'sa 3-2 (Alexander, Guentchev, Marshall)
s 20
17 Miliwall 1-0 (Thorpe pen) 7,308 19
21 Derby 1-1 (Marshall) 14,825 17
24 Sundenand 01 16,693 19
27 Reading 1-2 (Guentchev pen) 6,683 20
2 CPalace 0-0 8478 20
9 Huddersfd 01 11,950 20
19 C. Palace 0-2 13609 23
23 Sheff Utd o1 14,935 23
30 1-2 (Grant) 9,151 23

*Not incouding last night’

Town’s season at a glance

APPEARANCES...GOALS
ENDSLEIGH LEAGUE

2); Harvey 28 (); Waddock 28 4}
Johnson 28 (2); Marshall 23 (3)
Oldfield and Guentchev 22 (9) Jane
2 (3); Oakes 22 (1); Hughes21 (2
and Thomas 21 (2); Thorpe 199
atterson 18 (2); Taylor 17 (10) Pesé

teams bar Portsmouth had gained points

1E AWAY
PWDLF AWD L
Sunderland 43136 232109
Derby C 43137 145207 8
Crystal P 439 9 4342110 6
Charlton IR0 "4 270238 78
Stoke 4111 6 4 30 15 6
Ipswich 41124 543295 7
Huddersf"d 4214 4 4 as7
Leicester 42:6.7- 7 949
Birmingh'm 43 11 7 4 45
Port Vale 41 9 4 7 59
Sheff Utd A3RON6 T 547"
Southend 43107 4 456
Barnsley 42 9 8 4 4 7
West Brom 42105 7 5.4
Grimsby 428 9 4 DR
Wolves 42 8 8 5 vl
Norwich 437 86 6Le
Millwall 43 76 '8 6 610
Tranmere 4187975 5510
Reading 2767 410 8
Portsmouth 438 5 8 .
Oldham 41 8 7 630203 6 11
Watford 42 6 8 734292 9 19
Luton Tn 41 6 5 926294 611

DATE... OPPONENTS.., RESULT... SCOR-

GOALS: Marshall 9; Guentchev 8
pens); Thorpe 4 (1 pen); Grant and

THE misery of the Town's defeat at Birm Oakes 3; Davis and Oldfield 2; Hughes.

REPORTS BY BRIAN SWAIN
PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN

(Cor

Last chance to get
seats for the derby

SEAT sales for Saturday’s all-ticket match with Watford end at
4pm tomorrow, and the Town remind supporters than no h'cke!s
will be sold on the day, nor will there will be any cash admission
to the ground. 3

Sales have been brisk, with the enclosure selling particularly
well, but yesterday there still some spare seats in the Kenilworth
and new stands. .

Watford expect to bring a good following, with well over 1,000
of their tickets for the Oak Road end already snapped up.

For Tuesday’s Town match at Port Vale no advance tickets are
on offer - it is pay on the night, £10 each, with no concessionary
rates.

compounded by the news that all the ol Harvey, Douglas, Alexander and

win at Bamsley was the biggest blow, but by Tuesday
First Division table looked even worse because,
the Town were dumped back into by
scored, by Watford's 4-2 home win
ing their
that it pegged back one
to overhaul, and set th,
Watford at Kenilworth Road on Saturday.
HOME

ASSISTS: Thorpe 6; Alexander and
Guentchev 4; Marshall 3; Oakes
Oldfield and Harvey 2; Grant Hughes,
Thomas, Taylor, M. Johnson, G
Johnson, S. Davis, Vilstrup, Feuer,

ottom place, on goals
over Reading follow-
5-2 demolition of Port Vale. The consolation is|
of the teams the Town might hope
em up to hand 24th place back to

Grant and K Davis 5; Wilkinson3
Douglas 1 (3); Woodsford 1 (2)
Tomlinson (5). Before transfers: fséh
6 (5); Vilstrup 6 (1); G Johnson5 (i
Sommer 2. Number of players uset
29, two more than last season

APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets:
Feuer 34; S Davis 33; Alexander 31

o
Town’s Cup record
I
FA CUP THIRD ROUND ~ James, Hughes and Waddek
Jan 6 Grimsby A 1-7 (Marshall) 5,387
GOAL: Marshall. Assist: Guentchey ANGLO-ITALIAN CUP
A Y Sep S Perugia H 1-4 (GoencheVFe!
Feuer, Patterson, James, M Johnson, 2352
Thomas, Waddock, Guentchev, O Oct 1
Oldfield, McLaren and Marshall. One
as sub by Alexander and Thorpe

COCA COLA CUP FIRST
ROUND

3 9
Oct 11 Genoa A 0-43,73
Nov 8 Cesena A 1-2 (Mas

hall, Taylor, Thorpe, Guet

(2)Bournemouth A 1-2 aet. (M.

GOALS: Marshall and M. Johnso
Rialland M. Johnson 1 APPEARATHESEER

SuentcheVs

Marshall 2(1); Guentc!
i Patterson:

Johnson, Oldfield, al(ez ;

1
s matches, Lei J
B o ceeny Oty |8 (. S0 S Harvey 2; Thoma

ntinued from back page) v recruited before lawl;im:
“We have to win to have any completed the transfer of Grant, [*
e of Saying up- A dmwhls otherwise we would have seen
10 good (0 either team - that oy pna0n in 90-minute action
20 53 probably be the final nail  pefore novw,
nboth coffins.” the . The major demand on Saturday
Lawrence is working on the il be to score goals. Lawrence
sssamption that Grant Will Miss  fureg that for the Town to have
ame - he will not be risked at  ny chance of beating the drop to
less than 100 per  the Second Division. they must
and is looking at win four of their last five games,
for two attacking He said: “We have got to go
us: John Taylor, Scott Oakes,  for it We have a ten per cent
chance. If we win on Saturday
o and Portsmouth lose at home to
He was planning to pair Taylor  Barmgley it might go up toa 15 to
and Tomlinson together for halfa 50 per cent chance,
ame in the reserves against
Chelsea last night, so that could
b his favoured solution, leaving
Oakes and Guentchev to provide  ;n4 [ i,
the ammunition from midfield

“Certainly we will not give up.
Players are well aware of the
importance of Saturday's game:
know how important local
derbies are to supporters. We are.
Tomlinson has been disap- ot dead yet and we must go out
inted at not starting a game  apq give ‘ourselves and the fans
reason to hope that we can still
get out of trouble, despite the:

GLOOMY OUTLOOK: Wayne Turner and Lene Lawrence are

helpless spectators as the Town cave in at St. Andrew's.

Luton RFC win the battle to sign
the former Bedford skipper

LUTON Rugby Club scored a major
coup this week when they beat their
neighbours Stockwood Park and
several other clubs to sign up the
former Bedford captain, the highly
rated Paul Alston.

Alston joined his new team-mates
at a sporting dinner at Newlands
Road on Tuesday night.

He is 31 and has had an impres-
sive career starting with Bedford at
the age of 13.

One of the strongest back row
players in the region he is now 31
and played for |England Schools,
under-18s and England Colts.

He played for Northampton and
Barbarians before returning (o

Bedford where he has skippered the
club’s first team for the past three
seasons.

He said: “I am looking forward to
new challenges at Luton and think I
have three more years ahead of me
at this level. Stockwood asked me to
join them but Luton got the foot in
the door first.

“Luton Rugby Club has some of
the best facilities I have seen in the
country and I am hoping to bring
some success back to the club.

*Y want them to get back into the
habit: of winning and to promote
Luton as the centre of rugby excel-
lence that it deserves to be.”

Return of Davis could be

IF YOU believe in omens, the return of
Steve Davis should
improve the Town’s
chances of beating
Watford. He has
completed his third
suspension of the
season, which
forced him to miss
five matches.

a good omen for Town

Every one was lost,
with the E::]s ﬂgnrle;
three scol an v
conceded. But after the  OMEN: Lawrence
two previous suspen-  needs
sions Davis came back
and the Town halted the rot: after missing the FA
Cup humiliation at SGorl:l;s‘l:zthe led the Town to a
ome win over Soul
3‘}{’[‘5 next suspension kept him out of defeats at
Sunderland and at home to Reading, and he then
returned for the 0-0 draw against promotion-
chasing Crystal Palace. Davis has played in nine
of the ten league games the Town have won this
season - Tranmere at home was the odd one out -
in ten of the 11 draws and in 14 of the 20 defeats.

Youth topple the
league leaders

ith East
CHASING runners-up honours in u:e Sou
Counties Second Division, the Town's youth team
enjoyed toppling league leaders Crystal Palace at
fourth attempt on Saturday.
m:’n‘l’:ce rested s‘:zmt of their brighter young tal-
ents before Monday's FA Youth Cup semi-final
against Liverpool, but the Town lads were loodl
value for a 2-0 away win against a side that :n“al
them 5-2 in the league on the opening day of the
season, and then put them out of the SEC League
“up after a replay. ;
(J;l:“‘”: Douglas and Andre Scarlett scored :h!
goals which kept the Town up with the dllsll;s
ack, but Palace have already buttoned up
championship. John Moo:"ls';:ys h:l::y n:u ;lu;l:
Saturday, but on Wi ay
::uy’l‘; Wivenhoe in the semi-fimnal of the
Cup.
h;‘i::“ r;‘s“c“rlg:i ‘;:mn 1-0 at Bristol City on
Monday, are away to Millwall next Monday. 5
WHATEVER happens on‘s::e t;l::d'nhm:;.y?rs
Lennie Lawrence has prom! e et Ttin
| meet the fans next week W
;i::v:‘gn:lpomrs Club hosts its annual player of
resentation night.
mil’:‘l:’lpbt at the Kent Social Club, Luton, on
Saturday week, and tickets cost £4 to mule "
£5 to others, and they will be on
Saturday’s match from the
Kenilworth Road.

LTSC kiosk in




