_—REPORTS BY BRIAN SWAIN
~ pICTURES BY GARETH OWEN
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- Rangers,
% debut, in a team
~ through injury.

~with no

for Thorpe

made a dashing home
denied five regulars

He was quick, enthusiastic ang

- incisive, playing as a right winger,

and showed an obvious enj
_ joyment
for running fast and getting stu);:k in.
His fire was doused a little after

he was booked fo ‘
- challenge on Al

- the 14th minute, but by then he had

Mitchell Thomas In

helped himself to the first
oal,
courtesy of a defence that regu%arz}y

consisted of more hol -
e es than play

They all had a nightmare, and
platform to build on the

attack was short of service and Spas-

- modic at best.

Like the Town, City went into the

~game looking for their first point of

the season, after home and away
defeats, and Joe Jordan’s manage-
ment career was rumoured to be on
the line. .
~ After 90 minutes, it must have
been Lennie Lawrence thinking
about his prospects, after watching
the sort of performance that can get
managers sacked.-

After the dressing room inquest

‘he emerged grim-faced to meet the

Press. “The first thing I must say is

" to apologise to the fans who trav-

elled here to watch that,” he said.

- “What they saw was not acceptable.
. “Our defence used to be all right,
~ but here every time the ball went

into our box in the air I thought we
were going to concede a goal.
- “We got to half-time only two

down, and we said that if we didn’t
. concede any more we might have a

chance. But within a couple of min-

‘utes another goal is headed in, com-
~ pletely unchallenged.” s

You couldn’t even feel sympathy

him with a club fine.

Basic defending techniques were

at fault as City helped themselves to
a rare goal feast. A high free kick
led to the opener, by Goodridge,

~ after a shot by Shaun Goater was
~ charged down.

“That was after 12 minutes, and

®  four minutes before the break

.- his bad-tempered
assault on Barnard deserved the red
card it got, and Lawrence will hit

through the heart of the Town
defence with simple accurate pass-

ing, and although Julian James
blocked Goater the ball ran loose

and no-one was covering as
Nugent accepted the gift.

The half-time team talk did noth-
ing for the Town. I clocked City’s
fourth goal at 50 seconds after the

~ restart. Again it was basic and sim-

ple: Brian Tinnion crossed from
the left and the Town men stood
around and admired Goater’s head-

“er, his third goal since being
recruited from Rotherham for
- £175,000. - Snma
~ Within five minutes the Town
declined to clear a corner, and
although James charged down a
~ shot by Martin Kuhl, Goodridge
snapped up the rebound for his sec-
“ond goal of the game. A
After Thorpe’s departure the

fifth goal was a bit messy. Again it
started with a corner, followed by a
cross back into the danger area
after a half- clearance. Jason
Cundy was credited with the final
headed touch from Goater’s head-

Two brief interludes raised iron-
ic cheers from the Town’s
bemused fans: sub Andrew
Fotiadis won the team's one and

-only comer after 72 minutes, and

Alexander produced the lone on-

target shot, but without not enough
~ power to werry Keith Welch,

and made it count,” said City man-

- ager Jordan. But rarely will be

meet opposition prepared to stand
around and let his team do that, the
way the Towndid. |



