LUTON TOWN 3

WALSALL 1
BOTH MANAGERS knew that things
could have been very different beﬁprﬁ
Luton Town surged to a victory wflcf
pushed them back into the top h.a]h 0
the Second Division, and delighted their

- Sﬁlrs{vere no mugs, and but for fan

would have scored a goal or WO

Efil;r they turned on (Op quality quick
passing football in the first half an hour.

But they failed to cash in, and having

rode their luck a Town side without a

recognised experienced strike force came

up trumps. _

pTony l:'Throrpe moved up from midfield to
join 19-year-old Andrew Fotiadis 1n
attack, and the fact that both scored good
goals, and that sub Paul Showler also net-
ted his first for the Town, gave added sat-

isfaction all round. | _
It was tough luck on Walsall, who had

enough of the play to take something from
a game to which they contributed plenty of
entertainment. YRS | :
But the Town had one of those days
when they clicked where it mattered most,
with Feuer doing the business when it was
needed. e =
Goalkeeper on top form
~ In an encouraging early burst Fotiadis,
‘brought back because David Oldfield was

~fourth minute.

Thorpe, who had a storming match, set
the youngster free, but visiting goalkeeper

Trevor Wood made a blocking save. -
Then Walsall got into gear, and the

Town could have been embarrassed but for -

Feuer’s expertise.

* The visitors used the flanks well, and_

their quick passing had the Town looking
- second best. But Feuer made an amazing
- Save from John Keister before a free kick

by John Hodge hit the angle of the wood-

- Work,

~ The goalkeeper kept his side in the game

agam with a stop to deny Kevin Wilson,
- who looked real class, and home fans were

getting restless as the Town were second

bcsﬁl;y along way,

, ~hic mood was not helped when a free
chk 25 yards from goal brought a buzz of
Anticipation, but a mixture of laughs and

- groans went up as Ceri Hughes shot over
ad stand e

the top of the Oak Road stand. -

Bontcho Guentchey was getting little

change out of Martin Butler and Charli
Etama:‘k on the Town’s left flank an]{:rﬂ::
lively Hodge looked capable of demop-

g RS

strating how. left wing play could upset

- defences.But he limped out with a ham-
“string problem after 33 minutes, and

Walsall were not the same side after that.
Ray Daniel, a former Town player, was his
replacement, but had an unhappy return,

O : _ ~and we saw the rare spectacle of a sub
/injured and Kim Grant was in Ghana, =
-almost netted lnsﬁrstlea gl ]egoalm the

being subbed as Chris Nicholl sought in

~vain to find a match -saving formation.

 Precise pass and goal

The Welshman sized up the situation
perfectly, and his precise pass enabled
Thorpe to skip through a defence coming

~Showler went on as re l ment
placement for
Guentchev, and the Town got hold of the
game in the two penalty areas.
- The defence was rock solid, and it need-

-ed a very special strike to beat the 1
] _ m, .
Lightbourne producing a top quality ﬁ:?;g

to score the goal Walsall deserved, in the

-Too often recently one goal leads

- tions was in line with the rest of
- noon’s happenings.

_free kick routine.

~ fortable and dependable with every g

power in a header towards goal. Thoms

~ The Town’s breakthrough came in
- Injury time at the end of the first half, with
Kyle Lightbourne helping out his defence
~at a set piece, and producing a real attack-
- er’s defensive clearance, straight to

Hughes. -young Fotiadis, always so hard works

when he netted his first senior goal
| 2 nto ¥
. the other way, and net his f; T B0al of the " took ‘a long pass by Davis, ran
- advanced carefully slammed 2 P

and tactics neede( for «
success. G Etond

The rUth|933

Better still, it wagq a ;vefutﬁll(:h
ruthless touch aboy the || dg‘ﬁ%hi 10 g
Hpghes came out of hixﬂs;fhlhﬂ >3
add impetus to the attacy, , n‘(]"]'.‘{-:}f Patgh,
gnd Mitchell Thomag cnjnw{lhh‘”fl‘llam;i
own the flanks. Gary Wadd argg
ship and tackling were 5 < lgy
ever, and a vital part of thclﬂw ' :
Town were made tq figh ralion g t
supremacy. w
Steve Davis and Marvi
their weight to attacks |
between the two Penalty areys we, Ol
even, there was no doubtin, lhé i,dﬁ, iﬂ'ﬂ’:
ners in the boxes. > s
But fans were beginning to
again when it started tq look as t
Town would once again be Ina
the second goal, and then kill of

.Iil‘llrl"l

i U i.J
nd if h %

ble g ﬂ]}i
f the Dadme

_ have

to precarious and nervous |ate Staoes .a:
? = :

But the managers’ [uck With substip,.

the affer.

Lennie Lawrence decided o send gz
Paul Showler for Guentchey. ang Wit
eight minute the former Bradforg man haf
netted his first goal for the Town, iy
full length to complete a well-rehess

Graham Alexander, looking more co:

now, floated a long free kick to beyond
far post, and Davis made a late m b

added a touch, and Showler flung himsf
forward to complete the move.

One to remember
That nearly brought the house down,

and enthusiastic, got an even bigger i

And it was one to remember. FOI&
‘;\ L‘N

inviting space, and as Trevor o
0

lob over him and into the net, from &
25 yards. v
- Nichqll also rang the .;ihangt‘:m_ﬂ
subs, but his decisions l?acktlred; \1 g
were. still reorganising into a 4'-*;1* e
sub Ray Daniels had been ey doubk
Fotiadis struck a minute after ¢
substitution. o 10 |
Lightbourne’s rapid rf:S'[INT*f}*'Ml,‘Lr !
Town’s third goal was SP"‘C[‘“WS itk
admirable, but by then there ™ .

) 1nts,
doubt about the destiny of the po! o000
pe more 2

et : 0
if Feuer did have to mak‘?. wileon.



