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THE BIGGEST crowd of the
season made it a carnival day
at Kenilworth Road as the fans
of both sides looked forward
to football at a higher level

next season.

There was all the more reason for
Luton Town supporters to raise their
hats to a campaign that has ended
the regular season full of bright
promise after an appalling start
when the first three matches were
lost and relegation looked a more
likely prospect.

Stockport looked worthy promo-
tion winners, the better team for the
first half hour or so, before the
Town got into their stride with a
comnelline  cecond-half  nerfor-

Luton Town 1

Stockport 1

b -
H o
Y -

s

mance that deserved more than the
one point it gathered. And if it is
disappointing that promotion has to
be via the play-offs, the fact that
Crewe provide the first hurdle was
greeted with delight by fans and the
Town manager. '

“They're a footballing side, and if
I had a choice they are the team |
would most like to meet,” said
Lennie Lawrence.

And he knows that if the Town
resume at Gresty Road where they
left off on Saturday a trip to
Wembley, on May 25 is very much
a possibility. :

Unloved champions

Stockport wanted to win to have a
chance of snatching the title off

Bury, who must be one of the most

unloved league champions for years
outside their own patch.

In the event, Bury clinched it by

beating Millwall at home, and

Stockport boss David Jones had no -

complaints about the last-day draw
after ensuring promotion with three
wins in seven days.

Lawrence rested Steve Davis and
Tony Thorpe to-ensure they are
fresh and recharged up for the play-
offs. : ’

Ceri Hughes was missing through
injury, which is the week’'s major
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But Paul McLaren had another
glendid game as a midfield power-
wue. He and David Oldfield
dared my man of the match tag, on
4 day when the manager was able to
aperiment during the game as part
of the play-off planning.

Oldfield might have been a little
fiful as an attacker in the first half,
hot when he reverted to an attack-
mg midfielder in the second he was
prt of a unit that threatened to =
meep Stockport away in a tide of
remorseless forward movement.

Stockport had a championship
ok about them in the early stages,
d a long ball from defence sliced

oxn the Town after only seven - LB
~Paul Jones typified their defi- ~

mInuies. :
Alun Amstrong scampered clear
and lan Feuer brought him down.
Kevin Cooper converted the penal-
y and we breathed a sigh of relief
mat referee David Orr's only con-
Is::lifmy was that he was inconsis-
Feuer escaped without a card of
@y colour, and was thus able to
4y lomake two vital saves in one-
10-0ne situations with Armstrong,
HREUI slowly Stockport wilted, in
I 67th game of the season, and

ce the equaliser went in the Town

rely looked |ike losing.
| Was another goal for Andrew

Fotiadis, fy]| of youthful vigour and

keeper advanced

. Alexander. = =

tenacious running, but taken with a

deft touch.

Marvin Johnson's headed clear-
ance frim the centre circle sent him
storming goalwards, and as the
. the teenager
lobbed him on the run, showing a
maturity beyond his years,

- The Topwn really turned on the
style after that, despite - substitu-
tions. Kim Grant replaced Richard
Harvey for the second half, and

- Dwight Marshall went on for

Fotiadis for the final 30 minutes,

~and Stockport were lucky to go
home with a point. _

Excellent saves

-ance, making excellent saves from

drives by Graham Alexander, Garry
Waddock and Grant. %

- Even Darren Patterson, who like
the rest of the defence got better as -
the game progressed, went close to
his first Town goal, with a header

just over the bar
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If the loss of two_ho

~was a disappointment, the fans

failed to show il.

- They quite rightly gave both

“teams an ovation for a match which
was like the season so far as the -
Town were concerned: iffy to start

with, and top class by the end.

me points

“We were woeful in the first 15
minutes,” agreed Lawrence. “We

~were apprehensive and nervous, but

the goal came at a good time and
the second half was a good display.
[ made changes and used subs to get

a few things clear in my own mind
- and there were lots of plusses from

the game.
“Paul McLaren had another
excellent game, and Andrew

Fotiadis looks as though he can do
it, and get goals. -

“For sure we were the better team
in the second half." :
Stockport boss Jones accepted

“that, but believes he and Lawrence
- will meet again next season. -

~*I said when Luton came up to
our place that they were one of the
best sides in the league, and that's

~ still the case,” he said.

~“If they get into the First

- Division next season they will have

earned it.
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