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Nationwide League Div Two - Saturday, March 21, 1998 - Kick-Off 3pm




TODAY we welcome the
players, officials and
supporters of Grimsby Town
to Kenilworth Road.

Grimsby are currently
enjoying an excellent run of
results and are probably
the best team in the
second division on current
form.

We have played Bristol
City and Watford in recent
weeks, and obtained draws
against both of them,
although they were both
below par at the time.

But today will be an
unusual test for us, playing
an in-form, attractive,
footballing side who
probably won’t sit back and
defend in numbers and play
on the break like most
sides who have visited us
this season - albeit to good
effect.

Grimsby come here off the
back of a successful trip to
Burnley on Tuesday night in
the northern final of the
Auto Windscreens Shield,
which saw them qualify for
a Wembley final next month
against Bournemouth.

Indeed our only possible
advantage is that we have
had two free midweeks
over the last fortnight,
whilst Grimsby have played
two legs of the Auto
Windscreens Final.

They also have a number
of league games still to
play, including a rearranged
league game against us at
Blundell Park on April 7.

From the manager’s chair

witn LENNIE
LAWRENCE

This afternoon we will
need to be on top of our
game, pressurise
effectively, and keep our
defence as solid as we
have been of late.

Most of all though, we
need to provide that cutting
edge, the lack of which has
denied us victory in recent
games where we have had
to settle for draws.

At the time of writing we
are attempting to loan the
services of an experienced
player to help us in that
respect, but the outcome of
these negoiations is at this
time not known.

In any event all the
players in the team need to
take on the responsibility of
getting goals when they
find themsleves in scoring
situations.

On the selection front,
there was good news at

o

......listen to the manager on Clubcall 0891 121 123..... calls cost 50p per minute at all times

Burnley as Julian James
made an excellent
comeback after three
months out, and he will be
able to take his place again
at right-back today.

This will enable Graham
Alexander, who missed the
trip to Turf Moor through
suspension, to resume in
midfield.

The squad is slowly
returning to a largely injury-
free situation, as Marvin
Johnson is back in training
and should feature in the
reserves against Tottenham
on Wednesday.

The same can also be said
of Paul'Showler who has
been out a deal longer.

Congratulations are in
order for a number of
players who have received
international call-ups, with
Darren Patterson called up
for Northern Ireland - Phil
Gray is on standby - and
Sean Evers (Under 21),
Liam George and Gary
Doherty (both Under 18) on
duty for the Republic of
Ireland.

lan Feuer was in America
last weekend, and had a
place on the bench for the
USA’s friendly against
Paraguay.

We are now approaching a
crucial time of the season,
and | feel we are playing
well enough as a team, and
there is enough
commitment and
application from the players
to get out of this situation.

places up the table.

Today we are playing a
good side, and your support
can help to lift us against
this difficult obstacle.

Back-to-back wins would
be a great boost and could
move us a number of

April 16th-19th 1998 NEC -

NEC- BIRMINGHAM

e

I feel that the results of
our next two games - this
aternoon and next Saturday
at Walsall - will determine
whether our season goes to
the wire or whether we can
pull clear with a number of
games to go.

Birmingham
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ABOVE: Phil
Gray getsina
second-half
header for the
Hatters during
last weelds 1-1
draw against
Burnley at Turf
Moor. More
action on pages
16 and 17.

day to remember!

" TICKET PRICES
ADULTS £8

UNDER 5's FREE

for further details

RELSE P, BBC Match of the Day Live Event s presented by BBC Haymarket Exhibitions Limited and

promoted by NOVA International Limit

and are used under licence.

...you'll love BBC Match of the Day Live Event
sponsored by Nationwide Building Society.

As World Cup fever grips the nation, where
better to share the excitement of our
beautiful game? There’s so much to see and

so much to do at Britain’s biggest football
show... young or old, we can promise you a

If you book early, we'll throw in free tickets
to the World Cup Cinema, so don't delay, and
sign yourself up for a true footballing feast.

CHILDREN (5-15) & OVER 65'S £5

INFORMATION & CREDIT CARD HOTLINE
Y A4
Call into your local Nationwide Branch

EYEIE and Match of the Day are trademarks of the British Broadcasting Corporation

Luton Town Football Club
Kenilworth Road Stadium,
1, Maple Road,

Luton, Beds LU4 8AW.

Tel: (01582) 411622

Fax: (01582) 405070

Ticket Office: (01582) 416976
Clubcall: 0891 121 123

Chairman and
Managing Director:
David Kohler Bsc (Hons)
FRICS

Directors:
C.S. Bassett, C.T.F. Green,
N.S. Terry

Vice Presidents:
R.L. Banks, D. Ludlow,
C. Bygraves, R. Safranek,
P. Ireton, J. Sapsworth.

Club Secretary:
Cherry Newbery

Manager:
Lennie Lawrence

Coach:
John Moore

Physiotherapist:
Clive Goodyear

Consultant Physio:
John Sheridan

Youth Development
icer:
Paul Lowe

Scouting:
Les Shannon

Football Development
icer:
Dean Rastrick

Commercial Manager:
Kathy Leather

Safety Manager:
Geoff Lovell

Catering Manager:
Peter Saul )

Medical Officer:
Dr Bill Berry

Club Dentist:
A. Chris BDS (Syd)

Club Chiropodist:
Gillian Michael B.Sc. (Hons)
S.R.Ch.




NEWS - Tuesday night’s Division Two & AWS news

Mariners
heading to
Wembley

THIS afternoon’s opponents Grimsby
Town booked their place in next
month’s Auto Windscreens Shield
Final, with victory at Burnley on
Tuesday.

After a 1-1 draw at Blundell Park in
the first leg of the northern final, Alan
Buckley’s side won 2-0 at Turf Moor to
progress 3-1 on aggregate.

Their scorers on Tuesday were Lee
Nogan and Kevin Donovan.

Grimsby’s opponents at the Twin
Towers on Sunday, April 19, will be
Bournemouth.

The Cherries, who beat Luton in the
area semi-final overcame Walsall in the
Southern Final by 4-3 on aggregate.

They looked set to progress
comfortably after a 2-0 first leg win at
the Bescot Stadium last week, but
Walsall led 2-0 and 3-1 in the second
leg, before Franck Rolling - who netted
a late winner against the Hatters -
pulled one back on 84 minutes as
Walsall won 3-2.

In Division Two, Watford moved back
to the top after a 2-1 home win over
Carlisle.

Steve Palmer and Darren Bazeley put
the Hornets 2-0 in front, but there were
a few anxious moments for the home
side after lan Stevens pulled one back.

Wrexham continued their good run
with a 1-0 win over Millwall at the
Racecourse Ground.

Neil Roberts scored the only goal

after just six minutes.

After their point at Watford on
Saturday, Southend gained all three’ at
Wigan to move them off the bottom,
and put the Lancashire side back in
trouble.

Two goals in two minutes midway
through the first-half gave Alvin Martin’s
side a two-goal advantage, with Andy
Thomson and Andy Rammell on the
scoresheet.

David Lowe pulled one back, but the
Shrimpers scrored again through David
Whyte for a 3-1 win.

See page 31 for a full round-up of
Saturday’s Division Two action, and
there’s an up-to-date league table on
page 46.

SAFETY NOTE

The Chairman and Directors of Luton Town Football Club undertake to
ensure as far as humanly possible that all activities that take place at the
Kenilworth Stadium are conducted in such a way that, as far as is reasonably
practicable, the safety of everybody at the stadium is assured.

It is the policy of the Chairman and Directors to ensure that the conditions set
out in the General Safety Certificate, issued under Safety at Sports Ground Act

1975 are fully complied with.

Itis the club’s policy to provide at any activity sufficient and competent staff and
management systems to ensure as far as humanly possible, for the safe
admission, accommodation, and exiting of spectators attending the stadium.
These systems will be subject to continual monitoring, testing and updating

where necessary.

In the interests of public safety, the safety authority (Beds County Council)
have imposed a NO SMOKING restriction in and beneath our main stand. Your

co-operation is appreciated.
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IT was
muddy
enough to
play rugby
| Fotiadis and
Burnley’s
Chris
Vinnicombe
do their

New Zealand
All Blacks’

Pleat reunited with
Murphy af Spurs

FORMER Hatters boss David Pleat
has teamed up once again with his
former assistant at Kenilworth Road
Colin Murphy..... this time at
Tottenham.

Pleat is now Tottenham’s Director of

Football, and Murphy was last week
appointed the new head of Spurs’
youth academy.

The pair were togther at Luton for
the first season of Pleat’s second spell
in charge here in 1991/92.

Murphy had been coaching in the
Far East following his departure from
Notts County.

FRONT COVER: Sean Evers in action for the Hatters
during last week’s 1-1 draw against Burnley at Turf
Moor. See page 25 for news of an international call-up
for the Town youngster.

(Picture: GARETH OWEN).
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Universal Salvage plc is
the largest salvage
group in the UK
specialising in the sale
by auction of Car,
Motorbike Light
Commercials and vans.
We also sell Heavy
Commercials and Plant.
Since 1967 we have
built a reputation for
unbeatable choice and
highly competitive
prices.

Our increasing number
of customers are both
private and trade
buyers.

If you would like more
information on an
Auction Centre near
you, or how to register,
please telephone
Netta Starr today.

OVER 200 VEHICLES SUITABLE FOR REPAIR OR
DISMANTLING AVAILABLE AT EACH AUCTION

01234 762219

HEAD OFFIGE: ACREY FIELDS, WOOTTON, BEDS MK43 9EJ




Guaranteed
Lowest Prices

in the U.K!

Special Offer For
LTFC Supporters

B FREE 3 Months Line Rental

B FREE Local Weekday Evening Calls
M FREE Itemised Billing

B FREE Leather Case

B FREE Portable Handsfree

M FREE 14 Day Moneyback Guarantee

B Per Second Billing S
Memphis & Nokia 1620

RRP £19.59 B Digital Coverage RRP £19:59
£9.99 Many more offers in store £9.99

one 2 one

MOBILE WORLD
T 01582 752121

157 Dunstable Road, Luton, Beds. LU1 1BW

Please mention this ad to qualify.
Offer Subject to Status and Connection.
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MOBILE WORLD
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WITH one defeat in our last seven league games, we are at
last becoming a difficult side to beat. However, with three
points for a win, five draws and only one win is not good
enough from those seven games.

| think it is fair to say we should have won at Preston, at
home to Wycombe, and again at Burnley last Saturday three
points were there for the taking.

As it now stands we have nine games to go, and the quicker
we get to 50 points the better. It is getting very tight at the
bottom and something we aren’t doing regularly enough which
is score at the moment, could become a deciding factor as of
course, for those who don’t know, it’s goals scored and not
goal difference that counts. «

The good thing from our point of view is that we are at least
creating chances, and the forwards to their credit aren’t hiding
and ducking responsibility. The ball for some reason just won’t
go into the net more than once for us in any one game.

Grimsby today will pose a difficult hurdle to overcome as

Keep in touch with CLUBCALL.....

WITH transfer deadline day looming, keep up-to-date with all the
news from Kenilworth Road on Luton Town ClubCall.

It's one of the busiest days in the football calendar, and manager
Lennie Lawrence has talked about the possibility of some new faces

at Kenilworth Road before Thursday’s deadline.
With correspondents all over the country, you can keep in touch
with all the news, 24 hours a day on ClubCall, simply by ringing

0891 121 129

STEVO

Club Captain’s Corner
with STEVE DAVIS

LEFT: Steve Davis in action
in our last home game
against Wycombe. There’s
more action from the 0-0
draw on pages 36 and 37.

they have scored plenty of goals and haven’t conceded many
at the other end.

As they are in the thick of the action at the right end of the
table they’ll be desperate for three points to keep the pressure
on Bristol and the other team at the top..... their name escapes
me for the moment! Having said that though, if we continue to
play the way we have been, we could quite easily come away
with a much needed win.

There have been a few inclusions in international squads
recently for some of the lads. Sean Evers is in Eire’s Under-21
squad, and Liam and Big Dozza (I think that’'s Gary Doherty -
Ed) continue to do their stuff in Eire’s Under 18s.

But it’s Daz’s inclusion in Northern Ireland’s squad which for
me gets a special mention. He’s had a bad time with injuries
since he’s been here, but you always know when he plays
you’re going to get nothing less than 100 per cent from me old
mucker! Back in his prefered centre-half slot he’s obviously
done enough to impress Big Lawrie and has a great chance to
stake a claim for a regular spot with Euro 2000 qualification
looming.

Phil Gray could also find himself involved as he’s on standby
for the same game. There’s always someone who pulls out, so
| hope you’ve got your bags packed Tippy!

The games are running out, and as it stands before today’s
match we are in one of those dreaded relegation spots. But we
are all very confident of pulling away from trouble, and with
your support I'm sure we’ll be in Division Two next season.

“Keep the faith” as one supporter said to me on Saturday
last.




THIS afternoon we are
pleased to welcome to
Kenilworth Road a
delegation from the
Sports Council for
Northern Ireland.

They are visiting us to look at
all aspects of the operation at
the football club on a
matchday, and we hope they
enjoy their stay.

| am now able to give you
details of a number of re-
arranged fixtures in the Avon
Insurance Combination.

This Wednesday, March 25,
we play Tottenham here at
Kenilworth Road with a 2pm
kick-off, whilst our home game
against Wimbledon will be
played at Hitchin Town’s Top
Field ground on Monday, April
20, kick-off 7pm.

Our final home reserve match
will be played on Thursday,
May 7, again here at
Kenilworth Road, when we
entertain West Ham. Kick-off
will be 2pm.

I now make it that the only
outstanding reserve matches
are away games at West Ham
and Brighton.

We will advise you of these

From the secretary’s chair

 witn CHERRY |
| NEWBERY

details as soon as possible.

Please note that the above
dates have not been confirmed
in the reserve fixture list on
page 32 - due to print
deadlines.

A reminder that the South-
East Counties League Cup
semi-final match against
Watford, takes place at
Vicarage Road this Tuesday,

kick-off.

Let’s hope the youth
team can repeat last
season’s FA Youth Cup
win over the Hornets!

Staying with the youth team,
following their win at Mirlees
Blackstone, in the next round
of the Eastern Junior Cup we
will be making the relatively
shorter trip to Bedford Town
on Monday, April 6, at the New
Eyrie, Meadow Lane,
Cardington.

Admission details will be
included in the next home
match programme.

March 24, with a 7.30pm

TOWN TEASER

From which club did Luton Town sign
Mick Harford in 19847

Listen out for the PA announcer
asking this question this afternoon.

Bobbers Travel Club - Coach Travel 1997/98

Date Destination
Sat Mar 28 Walsall

Sat Apr 11 Gillingham
Sat Apr 18 Bristol R
Sat Apr 25 Brentford

Crescent and Kenilworth Road.

Adult Child/OAP Depart Cranfield Depart Luton
£8.50 £7.00 10.30am 11.30am
£8.50 £7.00 10.30am 11.30am
£10.00 £8.00 9.30am 10.30am
£6.00 £5.00 11.00am 12 noon

Coaches from Cranfield pick up additionally at the following places: Marston Moretaine, Ampthill, Flitwick,
Westoning and opposite the Luton Gateway Hotel. All coaches then depart from the junction of Hazelbury

To book: 1) From the ticket kiosk in the Kenilworth Road turnstiles. See BTC co-ordinator Paul Deason before
| any Saturday 1st team home match between 2.15 and 2.45pm. (NB No bookings taken at midweek matches).
2) On the return journey from the previous away game. 3) Telephone Paul Deason on Bedford 01234 750996.
Membership of the Bobbers Travel Club is £1 for adults and 50p for children/OAPs.

LUTON TOWN TICKET OFFICE NEWS

Walsall v Luton Town

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO
Saturday, March 28, 1998, kick-off 3pm

Pay on the day only for Luton supporters.
Seats only, behind the goal, at the Bescot Stadium.

Prices: £10 for adults and £6 for juniors and senior citizens.

(The LTFC ticket office will be open on Saturday, March 28, for the sale of
other match tickets, between 9am and 11am).

Luton Town v York City

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO
Saturday, April 4, 1998, kick-off 3pm

Tickets for this match are now on sale at the discounted prices.
Normal guesting facilities apply.
Grimsby Town v Luton Town

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO
Tuesday, April 7, 1998, kick-off 7.45pm

Pay on the night only at Blundell Park.
Seats only for Luton supporters - behind goal in Osmond Stand.

Prices: £12 for adults and £6 for juniors and senior citizens.

Gillingham v Luton Town

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO
Saturday, April 11, 1998, kick-off 3pm

Terracing - Pay on the day only.
Prices: £9 adults, £7 senior citizens, and £4 juniors.

Seating - Very limited for Luton supporters. Tickets can be purchased from
Gillingham before the day of the match, and seats are available on the day
subject to availability.

: Prices: £12 adults, £10 senior citizens, and £7 juniors.
(The LTFC ticket office will be open on Saturday, April 11, for the sale of
other match tickets between 9am and 12 noon).

Travel Information

WALSALL

Bescot Stadium, Bescot Crescent,
Walsall, WS1 4SA.

Tele: (01922) 22791.

Take M1 and M6 north, exiting M6 at
junction 9 (s/p A461 Wednesbury). At
roundabout take turning for A461
Walsall, and after 0.1 miles turn right
where road divides (s/p Ring Road,
Birmingham A34 and Leather
Museum) into Wallows Lane. Straight
through traffic lights, over bridge, and
right at lights into Bescot Crescent for
ground.

GRIMSBY TOWN

Blundell Park, Cleethorpes, South
Humberside, DN35 7PY.

Tele: (01472) 697111

Take M1 north, and then M18 and
M180, continuing on the A180 to
Grimsby. At 1st roundabout go
straight on (s/p Docks, Cleethorpes
A180). From here, follow signs to
Cleethorpes A180 onto the Grimsby
Road and to the ground, a distance of
2.7 miles. The ground is on the LHS.

Editor’s note: Directions courtesy of
FOOTBALL FAN’'S GUIDE, an
excellent publication with directions
to, and full details of, every ground in
the Premiership and Football League.
Copies of this seasonly updated book
are available in the club shop.

Monday to Thursday: 10am to 4pm. Fridays: 10am to 6pm .

Saturday (matchdays): 9am to 3pm, and 4.45 to 5.15pm.
Saturday (non-matchday): Subject to change, please contact ticket office on 416976.

For bookings, membership and enquiries, ring the ticket office direct on (01582) 416976.
Supporters wishing to order by credit card can do so by using the 24-hour credit card hotline on (01582) 730748.




---.YOU'LL LOVE BBC NMIATCH
OF THE DAY LIVE EVENT

BBC Match of the Day Live Event with Nationwide. Marvel at some of the
greatest ever World Cup footage in the magnificent Playstation World Cup
Stadium, see and be seen with the greatest ever collection of trophies in the
Nationwide Trophy Room, go streetstyle on the catwalk with allsports, and
meet the Stars in the BBC Television Studio in association with Vauxhall.
There's so much to do, and so many football celebrities to meet at the

World's biggest soccer show... a celebration of our beautiful game.
DON'T FORGET YOUR TRAINERS!

April 16th-19th 1998 NEC

Birmingham

FApriliToth-19¢¥R 15038
P NEC-BIRMINGHAM:

o121 2629 4144

(ALL ADVANCE TICKET PURCHASES RECEIVE COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS TO THE WORLD CUP CINEMA - NORMAL ENTRANCE PRICE £2).

" TICKET PRICES:

ADULTS £8 » CHILDREN (5-15) & OVER 65'S £5 * UNDER 5's FREE

BBC Match of the Day Live Event s presented by BBC Haymarket Exhibitions Limited and promoted by NOVA Intemational Limited.
BEE and Match of the Day are trademarks of the British ing Ce tion and are used <

As we at Luton Gelre Dome
Town still await a The new stadium for

decision on the Vitesse Arnhem
Kohlerdome

from the
Department of
the
Environment,
news that in
Holland, Vitesse
Arnhem are to
implement a
retractable pitch
similar to the
one planned for
the site at
junction 10 of
the M1, as
reported by
SIMON INGLIS
in this week’s
DAILY
TELEGRAPH.

SINCE the days of Johann Cruyff and ‘total football’ some of the
modern game’s most influential talents and ideas have sprung from
Holland. But whereas the sources of innovation have usually been
Amsterdam, Rotterdam or Eindhoven, next week sees the unveiling
of a radical concept in the more anonymous, eastern city of
Arnhem.

Only a few hundred yards from the spot which has hitherto
provided Arnhem’s principal claim to fame - ‘the Bridge Too Far’
where thousands of British soldiers died in a bloody offensive along
the Rhine in 1944 - the Gelderland derby between Vitesse Arnhem
and NEC of Nijmegen a week tomorrow will form the opening
attraction of a stadium billed as the most advanced football venue in
the world.

That the £43 million, 26,800-seat Gelre Dome is laced with
environmentally friendly systems for heating, cooling and energy
conservation is not in itself the reason for the hype, even though the
installation of solar panels and recycled plastic seats moulded from
discarded garden furniture are ideas which deserve high praise.

Nor does the Gelre Dome’s retractable roof represent a first. That
was at the Toronto Skydome in 1989, and football’s first such roof
opened in 1996 at the Amsterdam Arena. Rather, the Gelre Dome's
astonishing claim to originally lies in the fact that it features the
world’s first fully retractable pitch.

Laid inside a huge concrete tray and complete with undersoil
heating, drainage and sprinklers, the 11,000 tonne pitch system will
spend most of its life outside the Gelre Dome, where it can thrive on
natural light and ventilation. When Vitesse are in action, or when
the European Championship comes to Arnhem in two years, for
hydro-electric units will provide the power to slide it slowly into the
stadium through a gap under the South Stand, on Teflon pads. The
process takes 31/2 hours and costs just under £1,500 per move.

All very well, sceptics are already saying but if the pitch can be
taken outside, thy have a retractable roof?

Furthermore when conventional pitches can cost £350,00, why
spend 10 times that on having one that moves? Why not simply

Dutch club make the earth move

VITESSE

protect the pitch, as Wembley does for concerts, with a much
cheaper temporary cover?

Vitesse’s president and the man who has dedicated himself to the
project for the last 11 years, Karel Aalbers, cites two main reasons.
As a fan himself, he recognises the public’s antipathy to indoor
football. His design team were also acutely aware of Amsterdam
Arena’s problems: because the structure of the retractable roof does
not admit enough light or air, even when open, the pitch has to be
relaid every season.

But the real advantage of the sliding pitch is the Gelre Dome’s
ability to stage events all year round, without disrupting Vitesse’s
schedule. Hence next week’s opening match will be followed by two
nights each of the Spice Girls and the Back Street Boys. Every
night is a 32,000 sell-out (capacity goes up when the pitch
disappears), with the opera Aida scheduled to attract 20,000 in May.

In a catchment area of 40 million people within one-hour drive,
Aalbers hopes to attract up to 35 non football events per year. With
a 12 million bank loan to repay within 14 years, he will need them.

For Vitesse, the move from their homely ground across the Rhine
has prompted sales of 15,000 season tickets - double their average
home crowd.

“Maybe you've heard about the film A bridge Too Far’, says
Aalbers, but otherwise, no one outside Holland knows about the
region. Then I first planned this stadium, people said that maybe I'd
been walking too close to a windmill and has a bash on my head.
Yet now we have the world’s first moving pitch. Two billion
television viewers will see it during the European Championship.
The promotional value of all this simply cannot be calculated.

Nor can the potential impact of the pitch system. If it is a success,
the implications for the stadium design could be enormous.
Blackpool have long been planning such a stadium. Coventry City
are already in the process of trying to follow suit and dozens more
will undoubtedly flock to Arnhem. This time they will go further than
the bridge.
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Back row: Paul Groves, Neil Woods, Graham Rodger, Aidan Davison, Mark Lever, Peter Handyside, Steve
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Livingstone. Middle row: Mike Bielby (kit man), Jack Lester, Kevin Jobling, Ashley Fickling, Kingsley Black, James

Brown, James Neil (now Scunthorpe), Lee Stephenson, Ben Chapman, Gerry Delahunt (physio). Front row: Tony

Gallimore, Nicky Southall (now Gillingham), John
McDermott, Darren Wrack, Alan Buckley
(manager), John Cockerill (assistant manager), Daryl
Clare, Tommy Widdrington, Matthew Bloomer.

LEFT: Tony Gallimore

RIGHT: Kevin
Donovan

Donovan doubles up
to destroy Walsall

TWO goals from Kevin
Donovan helped Grimsby
rediscover their scoring
touch after a poor first half
to comfortably see off weak
Walsall.

Striker Lee Nogan headed
in Donovan’s cross after 59
minutes, and eight minutes
later Donovan tapped in
from close range after
Walsall keeper James
Walker failed to hold
Nogan’s cross.

Donovan grabbed his
second in the final minute
as Grimsby finished
strongly in a revived
second-half performance
boosted by Jack Lester’s
arrival to provide extra
punch.

Donovan admitted the
players were aiming for a
double of promotion and a
place at Wembley in the

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY!

Reaction from Grimsby’s 3-0 defeat

of Walsall last Saturday, as reported
in the SUNDAY EXPRESS

Auto Windscreens Shield.

The win over Walsall put
them third, and they play
Burnley in the second leg
of the Northern Final on
Tuesday after drawing the
first game 1-1.

Donovan said: “We just
want to keep winning and
keep up our promotion
push, and it would be great
to go to Wembley as well.”

Alan Buckley’s side are
the best placed to take
advantage of any slip up by
the top two - Bristol City
and Watford.

After Saturday’s games
they were nine points
behind, but with two games
in hand.

SPOTLIGHT ON TODAY'’S VISITORS

KINGSLEY BLACK - His first season at Blundell
Park, having signed from Nottingham Forest, was
badly interrupted by injury just prior to Christmas
and the Northern Ireland international did not have
the opportunity to assist the Mariners’ relegation
fight. Joined Forest from Luton for £1.5 million in
1991, and of course needs no introduction to
Town fans. Can it really be 10 years since he burst
onto the scene in the Littlewoods Cup Final?

DANNY BUTTERFIELD - England Under-18 player
who came through the youth ranks at Blundell
Park after being released from Leicester as a
schoolboy. Made his debut in September 1997 at
right-back, but has also played in midfield.

DARYL CLARE - Jersey-born forward who made
the most of his opportunity in the first team
before Christmas to become a squad regular after
some excellent performances in the reserves.

AIDAN DAVISON - Goalkeeper who was the
club’s first signing in the close season, joining on
a free transfer from Bradford. Started his career
with Notts County, and has also served with Bury,
Millwall and Bolton.

KEVIN DONOVAN - Alan Buckley went back to
West Brom to sign the attacking midfielder who
made over 150 appearances for the Baggies. Is
the Mariners’ leading scorer this season.

ASHLEY FICKLING - Defender who joined the
club from Sheffield United in March 1995.

TONY GALLIMORE - Was one of the bright spots
of last season’s relegation campaign, as he proved
to be a bargain at £200,000 from Carlisle - joining
in March 1996. Started his career at Stoke.

ABOVE: Grimsby’s John McDermott in action against Preston.

PAUL GROVES - In his
second spell at Blundell
Park, he returned from
West Brom in the close
season for £250,000,
having initially signed
for the Baggies for
£600,000 just 12
months earlier. His first
spell at Grimsby saw him ever present for four
seasons - a remarkable record!

PETER HANDYSIDE - Defender who is a product
of the club’s youth policy, and won Under-21 caps
for Scotland. Suffered with injury last season.

KEVIN JOBLING - This season is his 10th at the
club, during which time he has made over 250
appearances.

JACK LESTER - Sheffield-born forward who
made his debut in December 1994, and
established himself in the first team in the second
half of last season.

MARK LEVER - Defender currently in his
testimonial season after nearly 300 appearances
for the club, after progressing from the youth
system. Key member of the 1990 and 1991
promotion sides, who has suffered with injury in
recent seasons.

STEVE LIVINGSTONE. - Started his career at
Coventry and had spells at Blackburn and Chelsea
before joining the Mariners for £130,000 in
January 1994. Striker who had a spell in central
defence last season.

JOHN McDERMOTT - Attacking fullback who has
been one of the club’s most
consistent performers for over 10
seasons.

LEE NOGAN - Pre-season signing
who joined the club from Reading for
£170,000. Welsh international who
started his career at Oxford, and had
loan spells at Brentford and
Southend before joining Watford for
£300,000 in December 1991. Joined
Reading three years later for
£250,000 - a then club record fee.

JASON PEARCEY - Goalkeeper who
joined Grimsby from Mansfield for
£10,000 in December 1994. Missed
just six games last season.

GRAHAM RODGER - Last season’s
Supporters Player of the Year, who
joined the Mariners from Luton. Won
an FA Cup winners’ medal with
Coventry in 1987, and Engaind
Under-21 honours, before joining the
Hatters.

Continued on page 14.

See page 20 for this season’s

Grimsby Town stats.....
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RICHARD SMITH - Defender who joined the club for £100,000
from Leicester nearly two seasons ago, but has seen his Mariners
career hampered by injury problems.

TOMMY WIDDRINGTON - Midfielder who was a club record buy
when he signed from Southampton for £300,000 - having made
over 100 senior appearances for the Saints. Missed only five games
last season.

NEIL WOODS - Forward now in his seventh season at Blundell
Park having joined from Bradford for £90,000. Previously played for
Glasgow Rangers and Ipswich Town.

DARREN WRACK - After coming through the youth ranks at Derby,
but unable to break through at the Baseball Ground, he joined his
hometown club Grimsby for £100,000 at the start of last season.

DAVID SMITH - Midfielder who signed in January for £200,000
from West Brom, and scored with a 25-yard shot just 18 minutes
into his debut against Brentford. Started his career at Coventry and
has also played for Birmingham.

WAYNE BURNETT - Midfielder who joined on a permanent basis
from Huddersfield - for £100,000 - after a successful month’s loan
spell. Previously with Orient, Blackburn, Plymouth and Bolton.

MEET THE
MANAGER

In his playing days, ALAN
BUCKLEY was a lethal
marksman with Nottingham
Forest, Walsall and Birmingham,
before moving into management,
firstly as player-manager back at
Walsall.

After a spell at Conference side
Kettering Town, Alan arrived at
Blundell Park in June 1988 and
became the club’s most successful
manager since the war, guiding
them to two successive
promotions in 1990 and 1991.

Having moved on to take charge
of West Bromwich Albion in
October 1995, his reign at the
Hawthorns ended in February
1997, and with the Blundell Park
hot-seat vacant after the
departure of Kenny Swain at the
end of a relegation season from
Division One, Alan was given the
job of lifting the side back to
Division One.

He is assisted by JOHN
COCKERILL, a successful player
under Buckley in the promotion
winning sides.

Previously the club’s youth team
coach, he did have a spell in
charge as caretaker - firstly after
Buckley’s departure to West
Brom.

Hear what the managers have to say about today’s game
.....on Luton Town ClubCall 0891 121 123
.....or the Mariners’ Hotline 0891 555 855

The Ha

WE welcome today another club
who we have met on and off for over
a century with our first clash taking
place at Dunstable Road on
December 27th 1897. :

The Mariners started the game with
one man short, and by the time the
missing player had turned up his side
were already two down and on its way
to a 6-0 thrashing.

The return was played a month
later at the Abbey Ground, with the
Town finishing up 3-1 winners
courtesy of two late goals from Tom
Mclinnes and James Coupar. x

The Town were again 3-1 winners in
the home game the following season
with the victory set up by the wing
play of George Ekins, who laid on two
accurate centres in the first half for
Jack Durrant to head home.

Unfortunately the bubble burst in
the return with the Mariners finishing.
5-0 winners. The newspaper report
merely stated that , “The visitors did
not make a very good show” which
sounds kind. :

Season 1899/1900 saw us make our ]
final appearances in Football League
Division Two before reverting to the
Southern League, and during that
campaign we had the honour of
becoming the first ever visitors to the
newly opened Blundell Park.

We went in at the interval 3-0 down
but following a downpour we
managed to turn the game on its j
head and levelled the score before the
end.

Paths did nor cross again until
1920/21 following the formation of
Football League Division Three.

Grimsby had been relegated the
previous season and seemed rather
out of place in this new, southern
dominated, league but we were
pleased to see them, winning both
games with Ernie Simms on target
home and away.

Grimsby joined the newly formed
Division Three (North) at the start of
the following campaign and we did

.

&

e

%

14 FOR THE LATEST NEWS - CLUB,?ALL 0891 121 123

i

tters and

by ROGER WASH

not meet up again until 1948/49,
this time in the old Division Two.
Billy Arnison scored the Town goal
in the |-1 draw at Kenilworth Road
in September 1948 in front of a
crowd of 18,173, while Bobby
Brennan notched our consolation in
the return when we went down 2-1.

The Town were blasted 6-1 at
Blundell Park in 1949/50, with
Tommy Briggs scoring a hat trick
for the home side, but we gained
some revenge in winning both
games in the following season, at
the end of which the Mariners went
down to Division Three.

Grimsby came back up just as we
were on our way down in 1962/63
with Ron Davies scoring all our
goals in a 2-2 draw at Kenilworth
Road and a 3-1 defeat at Blundell
Park.

We met again briefly in 1964/65 in

SPOTLIGHT ON TODAY’S VISITORS

the old Division Three, with new
goalscoring hero John O’Rourke on
the scoresheet in a 2-2 away draw,

» also hitting the equaliser in a bad

tempered |-1 stalemate at
Kenilworth Road in February 1965.

The two teams missed each other
for the next |5 years before
catching up again in the old Division
Two in 1980/81. The first clash that
campaign saw David Moss miss a
penalty in a 0-0 draw at Blundell
Park, with a very good Grimsby side
winning the return at Kenilworth
Road 2-0.

In our promotion season of
1981/82 we gained ample revenge
over the Mariners at Kenilworth
Road winning 6-0, with Steve White
hitting four to silence his critics,
and Moss making up for his previous
seasons miss by hammering one
home from the spot.

In the past few seasons Grimsby
have become fairly frequent
opponents and they are fast

Calls cost 50p per minyte at all times

The Mariners...

LEFT: Brian
Stein heads
across for Steve
White to score
his second goal
against Grimsby
in the 6-0 win in

s £ 1981.

g

¥
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becoming one of our bogey sides
following some heavy defeats at
Blundell Park.

In 1992/93 the Mariners achieved
the double winning at Kenilworth
Road 4-1 and following it up with a
3-1 victory at Blundell Park in a
game marking the debut for David
Greene.

We scraped through 2-1 here the
following season, but went down 2-0
at Blundell Park in the return and
followed it up with a 5-0 drubbing
away in 1994/95.

The only bright spot came in the
next season when we won a tight
contest 3-2 at Kenilworth Road but
the game is more easily
remembered for the alleged after
match plate throwing incident in
the Grimsby changing room!

The first game at Blundell Park
had finished 0-0, but we had been
hammered 7-1 in the FA Cup third
round on the east coast just a
month before that 3-2 win.
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Andrew Fotiadis’ second-half run on
goal was halted by Burnley defender
Gerry Harrison.

Hatters midfielder Sean Evers is
challenged by Burnley defender
Gerry Harrison.

Mitchell Thomas heads Luton level,
and (inset) celebrates with Dwight
Marshall (14).

Julian James returned to the Town
side at Turf Moor, and is pictured
tackling Burnley midfielder Paul
Weller.

D T

ACTI<N STATIO

Burnley 1 Luton Town 1

(Payton) (Thomas)

Saturday, March 14, 1998 - Nationwide League Division Two
Pictures by Gareth Owen
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Name the three club
crests featured in
this montage

From which club did Glasgow Rangers sign
midfielder Ray Wilking?

2. About which club was the TV documentary
Yours For A Fiver'?
. Which Liverpool manager bought lan Rush back

CADDISH PREMISED

from Juventus? ‘

. In which year did Faul Gascoigne leave
Newcastle United? '

. Which country won the World Cup in 19627
. Who scored the first goal of the new

@ )]

Premiership season?

7. Which club did Rangers play in the first round
of the Champions League?

&. What was the score after 90 minutes in this
season’s Charity Shield?
. Which club has won the Scottish League Cup
the most?

10. In which country was the legendary Ferenc

NK TENT
& COYOTE

Puskas born?

SO THEY'RE USING [HE

£ QLD SHIRTS WITH
PATCHES ON THE
R ELBOWS/

UNFORTUNATELY,
THEY COULDN'T
AFFORD A
COMPLETE NEW

STRIP.....
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by the LTFC
Community and

w'rou TOWN F.C. cOAcan counses
' 4 01582 411622 Observerid

Schools Programme
- See pages 32 and 33
for more details

JUNIOR HATTERS NEWS

Congratulations to
wordsearch winner!

A WARM welcome to all Junior Hatters attending today’s match, in
particular to James Roff - the winner of the Junior Hatters Wordsearch
competition.

James and his family will be viewing today’s match from the executive
box seats which were his prize after being drawn out from the many
correct entries we had. The word left out of the wordsearch was
TICKET. Well done James!

After travelling to Burnley last week, the Junior Hatters will be off to
Walsall next Saturday, March 28, where they will be taking part in an
American-style shoot-out at half-time on the pitch at the Bescot
Stadium.

The prices for this trip will be £12 for adults and £10 for juniors, which
includes coach fare and match ticket.

The Saturday Club will once again take place at Dallow Road Junior
School when we entertain York City on Saturday, April 4.

We will be joined by the York Clty Juniors in the morning for football,
and a lunch of
sausage and
chips, with a
drink.

Anyone
interested in
taking part in
the Saturday
Club or :
travelling to the |
away matches _
can book up by
contacting the

: ticket office on
Today’s Junior Hatters mascot LI 01582 416976.
15-year-old PHILIP JONES who
attends Redborne Upper School.
His favourite other sports are
rugby and cricket, and he
attends Town matches with his
Dad and friends.

Today’s mascot

ABOVE: The Junior Hatters make the draw for the wordsearch
competition, which was won by James Roff.

« LEFT: Ben
Smith was our
Junior Hatters
mascot for
the game
against
Wycombe.
He is pictured
L with the
match officials
and team
captains prior
to kick-off,
and with
Commercial
Mascot Nicole
Grace.

DON’T FORGET TO
POP INTO THE

CLUB SHOP FOR A

WHOLE RANGE OF
GIFT IDEAS FOR ALL
THE FAMILY.....




FOOTBALL CLUB

Kevin Donovan 35 13
17/12/71 12 2
Paul Groves 35 6
28/2/66 2 3

Aidan Davison 31
11/5/68 Nlire 11
John McDermott 30(1) 1

3/2/69 111
Peter Handyside 29(2)
31/7/74 Scot U21 12
Mark Lever 27(1)
29/3/70 6(1)
Lee Nogan 26(2) 8
21/5/69 Wales 10 3
Tony Gallimore  25(1) 1
21/2/72 11
Steve Livingstone 23(10) 5
8/9/68 5(6) 4

Kingsley Black 22(8) 2
22/6/68 N Ire 9

Jack Lester 17(12) 2
8/10/75 EngSch7(2) 5
Kevin Jobling 17(9) 1
1/1/68 6(3) 2
Tommy Widdrington 15(6) 3
1/10/71 7(1)
Wayne Burnett  10(1) 1
4/9/71

Graham Rodger 10(1)
1/4/67  Eng U216(1) 1
Daryl Clare 7(9) 3
1/8/78 1(4)
Richard Smith 6 1
3/10/70 1
Jason Pearcey 4
23/7/71 1

Danny Butterfield 3(3)
21/11/79 Eng U181(1)
Neil Woods 1(7)
30/7/66 @ 1

Darren Wrack 1)
5/5/76

Grimsby’s
A 0O C

~HSBNDN

NN W

3

Roll Call

Previous Clubs

West Brom
Huddersfield Halifax
West Brom Grimsby
Blackpool Leicester
Lincoln (L)

Mariners biggest win : 5-1 vs Southend

4-0 vs Bristol Rovers 4-0 vs Brentford e

heaviest defeat : 1-4 vs Bristol City

Football Information .
Services

Tel : 0151-632-5679

Stats don’t include

Auto-Windscreen

matches

Luton

~—e— Grimsby

Reading Notts County
(L) Watford Southend
(L) Oxford Brentford (L)
Carlisle Stoke

August September October November December January February March

goals - how scored ~ when goals have been scored

Chelsea Port Vale (L)

Blackburn Coventry 0 1 8 12 16 0
Forest Miliwall (L) _ ; B Hatters [ Mariners
Sheff Utd (L) Luton Inside Area | =
Doncaster (L)
Header S~ g
:.Le)icester Scunthorpe Ouicide Arcs B é _rl t o
. :
Southampton Wigan (L) Voley PR é
Huddersfield Bolton 2 -
Plymouth Blackburn g 8
Orient 015 1680 3145 4660 G175 7690
Penalty pums Minutes into Match
Luton Coventry
e Free Kiok [§ and when goals conceded :
Own Goal | %

Leicester Cambridge [l Hatters

(L)
Mansfield

Grimsby’s results analysis
shows the number of
matches finishing with
a variety of scores, eg
they have won 2
games 4-0 and lost 3
games 0-1

B Mariners

Mansfield (L) Bradford
Ipswich Rangers
Doncaster

Derby Shrewsbury (L)

O—=NWHATIONOOO -NWHAU

0-15 16-30 3145 4660 61-75 76-90
Minutes into Match

Key : A=A

pp (Sub) C=C;
Cup details, date of birth and international honours in italics

(Sent Off) G=Goal

87/88 B88/89 BY/90 90/91 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/
Div3d Div4 Div4 Dwv3 Dwv2 Divl Divil Divi Divt Divi

—@— FACup

Top League Scorer Inside Area
and Average Gate

19 5859 Volley

~—4— LgeCup

96/97 Mendonca
95/96 Groves, Livingstone
5,865
94/95 Woods 5821
93/94 Mendonca 6,075
92/93 Groves 6,094
91/92 Woods 6,923
90/91 Woods, Gilbert 12 7,237
89/90 Rees 5,905
88/89 Alexander 4212
87/88 North 3,451

Header

Close Range

Qutside Area

Penalty

Free Kick

95/96 96/97

1 Luton

Own Goal




ROVER METROS

96 (P) Rover 100 Knightsbridge SE 3dr, Dark Blue met, s/roof, 7,300 m
£5,450

96 (P) Rover 214 L 5dr. Dark grey met, /roof, PAS, 2,000 m. . £9,995
97 (P) Rover 2141 5dr, Silver, dark grey interior, 3,100 m £9,495
97 (R) Rover 214 3dr, hatch, mid blue, del. mleage. .. ..£9.995
96 (P) Rover 618 Si 4d, Black, beige interior, elec s/roof, elec front win,
.£1099%
% (N) Rover 416| 5d Turquoise met. s/roof 15,100 £8,99%
96 (N) Rover 414 Si 5dr, Dark Grey met, s/roof, elec. win, 8,000m. ... .
£8995
95 (N) Rover 416 5dr, Turqumse met. s/roof, 15,100m . £8,995
96 (N) Rover 414 Si 5dr, Dark Grey met, s/roof, elec. win, 8,000 m. .
o 995

96 (P) Rover 416 Tourer 5dr Est. Nightfire Red, s/roof, elec/front win,
PAS, c/lock, 4,500 m
95 (N) Rover 4161 5dr Man. Deep blue, s/roof, 16,000 m
96 (N) Rover 416 SLi 5dr. BRG, s/roof, 40,000 m. ... .
met, s/oof, 9,300 m .. £9,500
96 (N) Rover 420 SDi 5dr Hatch DSL. Silver met, s/foof, 10,000 m. .
% (P) :
96 (N) Rover 414 5dr Man. White, 4,700 m
96 (N) Rover 416 Si 5dr Man. BRG, s/roof, 39,000 m.
96 (N) Rover 416 Si 5dr Man Hatch. Olive green met, s/roof, 10,600 m
£9,995
96 (P) Rover 416i Saloon 3dr Man. Dark red met, s/oof, front elec
windows, c/locking, 8,000 m . ...£10,450
96 (N) Rover 420 GSi Tourer 5dr Estate Man. BRG, s/roof alloy wheels,
elec windows, half black leather, 15,700 m. . L R11A%
97 (P) Rover 416 16V Tourer Auto. Dark green met, grey teather alloys,
air cond, s/roof, 6,000 m. . .
96 (P) Rover 620 SDi 4dr DS Bright red, s/roof elec/\mn 10 000 m.

MONDED

PEACE OF MIND MOTORING

Cars come with:

%(P) Range Rover 4.6 HSF 5dr. Dark green met, brown leather, climate
control, cruise control, sunroof, e/windows, etc, 12,000m . . £39,995
97 (R) Land Rover Discovery V8 LS 5dr, Bnght Red, elec win, alloys
roof bars, delivery mileage 3,99

93 (L) Range Rover Vogue SE 5dr, Auto, Olive Green met, s/oof, a/c,
leather interior, elec win, 42,500 m £17,995

very 5ar Man TDI. Dk green siver mef, elec
o 8,995

(N) Subaru Impreza 2.0 4WD Turbo 5dr. Dark green met, elec
windows, alloy wheels, PAS, c/locking, 6,800 m £16,250

93 (K) Ford Mondeo 1.6LX 5dr, Dark Blue, s/foof, elec. front win with
only 35200m. .
(M) Ford Mondeo 2.0si 16V 5dr, Dark Green met s/roof alloys, boot

976 (R) Ford Fiesta 1.3 LX 5dr Man Hatch. Dark Red met, s/oof, 'elec
fiwindows, del mileage only . .

9 (N) Ford Mondeo LX 16\

f.windows, 18,200 m

97 (P) Ford Mondeo 2.4 24v 4dr Man. Dark green met, e/sunroof elec
f.windows, boot spoiler, 6,000 m .

95 (M) Mondeo 1.8 LX 16V 5dr Man Hatch. Svaer met, s/roof, elec
fAwindows, tow bar, 37,000 m. .£7,995

DAEWOOS

96 (P) Daewoo Espero 2.0 Cdxi. Mauve grey metalic, elec s/roof,
alloys, a/c, 12,000 m. . .£8,995
96 (P) Daewoo Nexia 1. 56U 5dr, Auto, Bright Red, a/c, PAS s/roof
£8,995

96 (P) Nexia 1.5 GL Xi 5dr, Cashmere beige, 9,859 m £8,495

* Full AA check

* Valeted

e 12 months warrant

* 12 months AA Roadside
Assistance

* 12 months MOT (if required)

96 (P) Nexia 1.5 GLXi 3dr. Ruby red, 4,679 m
97 (P) Daewoo Espero 2.0 CDXL. Ruby red, e/sunroof, alloys, PAS
alcon, 5,500m .

95 (N) Honda Civic 1.5 VETC 5dr, Bright Red, s/roof, 30,000 m£8,995
95 (M) Honda Civic Coupe 1.5 2dr Man. Bright red, 13,000 m. £7,995
94 (M) Honda Accord 2.3 SR 4dr Auto. Dark grey met, black leather,
alloy wheels, a/cond, s/roof, cruise control, elec s/roof, 37,000m ... .

94 (L) Audi 80 S2 Turbo 4WD. Dark Green met, black leather int, s/roof,
roof bars, alloys, elec win, a/c, 46,200 m £19.250
94 (M) Audi 80 1.9 TDi 4dr Man. Bright red, s/roof, FSH, 1 owner,
123,000m

OTHER QUALITY MAKES

93 (K) Renault Espace V6 3.0, Dark Red met, a/c twin s/oof, 7 seats,

alloys, 58,000 m .£12,995

96 (N) Daihatsu 1.3 GLXi 5dr Man. Lilac met, p/steering, c/Iocking,
000 m

29,450
92 (J) Mercedes 5500 4dr Saloon. Gold met, beige lether interior,
climate control, cruise control, elec seats, windows and s/roof, alloy

93 (K) Peugeot 106 Roland Garos 1
leather, alloys, s/roof, c/lock, elec win, 24,000 m

Cash price
Deposit

47 months .

Universal Motors

77— A1 NORTHBOUND CARRIAGEWAY - SANDY - BEDS

P “Tel: 01767 681111

PRESTON NORTH END |
(Kidd)
LUTON TOWN 0

at Deepdale
Tuesday, March 3, 1998

Attendance: 6,992

1
|

ABOVE: Substitute Andrew Fotiadis is denied by
Preston keeper Teuvo Moilanen.

ABOVE LEFT: You put your left leg in.... Paul McLaren dancing
in the rain at Deepdale. ABOVE RIGHT: Fotiadis with North
End defender Michael Jackson.

ABOVE: Phil Gray with Preston midfielder Sean Gregan.

LEFT: David Oldfield gets above the home defence.




DACORUM PAVILION
Hemel Hempstead

BOROUGH
COUNCIL

Presents

‘Jack Charlton

Gy Tuesday 12th May

In the run up to the world cup, get an insight into
the world of football with the man who took the Irish
into the international elite with two World Cup final
appearances and a European Championship. Enjoy
an evening of football wisdom, some good lIrish
stories and a few expert fishing tips from the patron
saint of Irish football.

‘Tickets are £8 and £9.50

‘Bookings on 01442 228700
01442 234222
01442 228091

ASIA is set to vote against England and Germany in the 2006 World Cup
battle, according to regional soccer leaders.

And the Asian Football Confederation’s growing insistence that the
finals be rotated among the continents will be a massive boost to South
Africa’s hopes of hosting the football spectacular.

AFC general secretary Peter Velappen told the AFC executive
committee: “It should rightly be Africa’s turn in 2006. Europe has staged
the World Cup a number of times and should be flexible on this matter.”

But Velappen has not completely ruled out the bids by England and
Germany, who are already furiously lobbying for support among Asia’s
40-plus votes. Velappen said the continental federations had “agreed to
the principle of rotation” of the finals. The main dispute is over when it
should start.

He said the Asian, African, South American, North American and
Oceania federations wanted to start from this year’s World Cup finals in
France. UEFA, which wants the finals back in Europe in 2006, is arguing
that rotation should start with the 2002 finals in Japan and South Korea,
which would be the first in Asia. UEFA has said Africa should get the
finals after Europe in 2006.

Asia-l»‘o oppose England Worhl Cup bici “

“After the World Cup in France, FIFA will convene a meeting to decide
whether to accept the rotation principle proposed by the confederations
or to keep it an open bid as in the past,” said Velappen.

“Asia is saying that since the decision has been made to rotate, the
point of start for the rotation should be from the World Cup in France.
Japan/South Korea will host the 2002 finals and then it should go to
Africa in 2006,” he said.

“The World Cup belongs to the whole world. FIFA has 198 members
and those who have the capacity and ability to host should have the
opportunity to host it.””

But Velappen added: “It is not a pressing issue, with so many
economic, political and social changes taking place so rapidly around the
world.”

England and Germany are locked in their own battle for the 2006 finals,
which has been complicated by South Africa’s entry into the race last
month.

FIFA will make a decision in 2000, but Germany’s bid leader Franz
Beckenbauer has already warned that the split between the two
European giants could hand the contest to South Africa.



ABOVE: All eight semi-
finalists from the Year 5
and Year 6 competitions,
at half-time v Wycombe.

THE annual Luton
Schools FA Year 5 and
Year 6 Indoor
Tournaments were this
year sponsored by The
Murtagh Group, in
conjunction with the
Luton News sponsored
LTFC Community and
Schools Programme.

As part of the
sponsorship package
The Murtagh Group
are providing football
kit for Luton Schools

FA, as well as providing
tickets for all of the

semi-finalists from the
tournament for the

recent Luton v
Wycombe game,

where the winners

received their trophies

on the pitch.

ABOVE: John, Glen and Daniel Murtagh presenting kit to
Alistair Hearn and Les Kime from the Luton Schools FA.

ABOVE: Double winners St Josephs, who won both the Year 5
and Year 6 tournaments.

Associate sponsor to the

LTFC Community and
Schools Programme

mz

Official Drinks Supplier to
Community & Schools Programme
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LTFC & TESCO Computers for Schools
Under 9 Football Tournament
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LUTON Town FC Community and School
Programme teamed up with Tesco Stores
last Sunday to hold an Under 9 football
tournament to promote the supermarket
chain’s ever-popular Computer for
Schools offer.

The Hatters’ HCN-sponsored
tournament featured 12 schools from

" Dunstable and Luton with over 100 boys

and girls taking part, all cheered on by
over 200 enthusiastic parents.
The semi-finalists were Hadrian,
Beecroft and Lancot Lower Schools from
Dunstable, and Hillborough from Luton,
with Lancot beating Hadrian 1-0 in an all-
Dunstable final.
As well as the winners receiving 500
Tesco computer vouchers, all of the
competitors recei‘ed an official LTFC
certificate, with tlte four semi-finalists all
receiving tickets for today’s game where
they will be preseited with their trophies
on the pitch at haf-time. ]
Lancot were als¢ double winners as !

they received the Tesco Fair Play Award. apove: Hillborough School

LTFC EASTER
COACHING COURSES

Courses for boys and girls aged 6 fo 13 years.....
Quualified LTFC coaches supervised by Dean Rastrick
(LTFC Development Officer)..... 10am to 2pm daily.....
All courses will cost £8 per day.....

One and two-day courses..... EXCEPT WHERE STATED
To book a place - CONTACT THE COMMUNITY AND
SCHOOLS DEPARTMENT on (01582) 411622
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Sacred Heart Junior School,
Langford Drive

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
April 6, 7 & 8 = COACHING

Sacred Heart Junior School,
Langford Drive

Tuesday & Wednesday
April 7 & 8 = GOALKEEPER
COACHING

Icknield Junior School, Birdsfoot
Lane

Thursday, April 9 = COACHING &
MINI-SOCCER

St Joseph’s Junior School,
Gardenia Avenuve

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
April 15, 16 & 17 = FA SOCCER
STARS

Hillborough Junior School,
Hilborough Road

Monday & Tuesday

April 20 & 21 = COACHING &
GIRLS ONLY

Mi E.

MK Sports Club, Woughton-on-
the-Green

Thursday & Friday

April 16 & 17 = COACHING

Observer

and LINSLADE GAZETTE

very week

LEIGHTON BUZZARD

Linslade Middle School,
Mentmore Road

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
April 6, 7 & 8 = COACHING

Linslade Middle School,
Mentmore Road

Thursday & Friday

April 16 & 17 = COACHING

DUNSTABLE

Beecroft Junior School
Thursday, April 9 = COACHING &
MINI-SOCCER

Dunstable Leisure Centre
Tuesday & Wednesday
April 14 & 15 = COACHING

HOUGHTON REGIS

Tithe Farm School

Wednesday & Thursday

April 8 & 9 = COACHING & MINI-
SOCCER (10am fo 12 noon only -
£5.00 for both days)

HITCHIN

The Priory School, Bedford Road
Tuesday & Wednesday
April 14 & 15 = COACHING
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Johnson set for return in
reserves on Wednesday

MARVIN JOHNSON has been back in full training this week
following his hamstring injury and, all being well, should
resume playing action in the reserve game next week.

As ever with hamstring injuries we have had to take things
gently so as not to cause a potentially worse injury to the
muscle.

PAUL SHOWLER is also back in training, and ALAN WHITE is
fit to return after the recurrance of his knee injury. Indeed, Alan
was on the bench at Burnley last week.

JULIAN JAMES of course played the full 90 minutes at Turf
Moor - his first start for a number of months following a knee
injury.

Julian did well to come through the entire game, having only
played parts of reserve team matches prior to last weekend.

RICHARD HARVEY underwent a minor operation on his left

knee on Wednesday - a minor
problem arising from his
cruciate operation four years
ago. This week’s operation was
essentially a ‘clean-up’ job
following recent discomfort and
he will only be sidelined for two
to three weeks.

Finally, news of youth team
keeper DANIEL TATE who last
week had an operation on his
injured shoulder - following a
second dislocation suffered in
training. He will shortly be
starting the early stages of
rehabilitation work.

withr CLIVE
| GOODYEAR |

ABOVE: Julian James returned to first-team action at Burnley, after a
three-month absence with a knee injury.

2

INJURY UPDATE

- recovering from a
hamstring injury.

LEFT: Marvin Johnson

YOUR CHANCE TO PLAY
AT KENILWORTH ROAD

Under 10s Indoor Five-A-Side Easter tournament
sponsored by
at the Luton Regional Sports Centre
on Easter Sunday, April 12, 1998

Final to be played on the pitch at Kenilworth Road
on Tuesday, April 14, prior to the Luton v
Chesterfield game.

To register your school team for this tournament
please contact: Luton Town FC Community &
Schools Department on 01582 411622
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THE FRIENDLY ACCOUNTANTS

Book-Keeping
Taxation and Wages etc.

»*

GUILD HOUSE,
28 GUILDFORD STREET,
LUTON, BEDS, LU1 2NR

*
Tel: (01582) 738792
Fax: (01582) 423347

N




* SPONSORS

LAST SATURDAY’S DIVISION TWO ROUND-UP

SEAN EVERS
David Forman -
West Malaysian Branch
of the Luton Town

0 PHIL GRAY

w. G + S Ceramics
- Stapleford Road, Luton

PAUL McLAREN
Danny and Elsie Clubb,
from Blackpool

Supporters Club
CHRIS STUART S0
N DAVIS
WILLMOTT DOUGLAS

Richard Culley and

Space Display Systems
Pete Carney L

McLeod Warner

MARVIN DWIGHT
JULIAN JAMES
, Gk Bk ~ MARSHALL
ouieo ot
LENNIE GRAHAM
LAWRENCE SiMon DaNInG ALEXANDER

201 Hertfordshire and

Beds Yeomanry Mad As A Hatter

CLIVE
RICHARD GOODYEAR GARY WADDOCK
HARVEY Danny and Elsie Clubb, Mad As A Hatter
Paul Deason from Blackpool
DARREN
MERCRELL DAVID KOHLER PATTERSON
TH_OMAS_ Critical Research Rob Stringer - EPIC
JP Hygiene Supplies Records
DAVID OLDFIELD PAUL SHOWLER ANDEREW
Luton Town Supporters Graham Group plc FOTIADIS
Club Rococo Ltd
TERRY
Vi
IAN FEUER SWEENEY STI\%;,(EGanﬁt, =
Grosvenor Casino Alan Bro;\{n ct>f Haywood Virgin Records
astics

RICHARD
LIAM GEORGE ALAN WHITE
CLARKE Worldwide Hatters on the Regal Litho
Barclays Treasury Super Highway (WHOSH)
Products
GARY DOHERTY JOHN MOORE coz
Murtagh Group lan Smith Regal Litho
To be confirmed MATTHEW _
Bedfordshire Rural SPRING To be confirmed
Communities Charity Brian Hall Bobbers Travel Club
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To sponsor a Luton Town player, official or animal

Derby win sends City top, as
Hornets held by Shrimpers

BRISTOL City topped the Division Two
table last Saturday night, after a 2-0
home win over neighbours Bristol
Rovers - and Watford’s draw at home to
bottom-of-the-table Southend.

City bagged a goal in each half,
opening the scoring with a Mickey Bell
prnalty after a foul by Dave Pritchard on
Shaun Goater. It was the third time in as
many games that Pritchard had
conceded a spot-kick.

Goater then added number two - his
fifth goal in his last four derby encounters
- and Rovers had keeper Andy Collett to
thank for keeping the score down to 2-0.

City manager John Ward admitted: “It's
been a pretty good day. It's good to beat
your local rivals and a bonus that it takes

Natmnmde

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

us to the top of the league. In the past
people have accused City of not showing
the same heart in these matches as
Rovers, but it was the other way round
today.”

At Vicarage Road, Watford had much
the better of the first-half against
Southend, but had only a Micah Hyde

goal to show for their efforts. A

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY
AND BUSINESS

* FULLY COMPREHENSIVE
SECURITY PACKAGE

* INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS

* ACCESS CONTROL

* SECURITY LIGHTING

*C.CTV.

* LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

SSAIBE]
R

APPROVED INSTALLER
Member Of

gedtorHIre Pay
n
TNomanie e

Onc btop bccumy

FREEPHONE
0800-7316762

4 GORDON STREET, LUTON LU1 2QP

combination of poor finishing and
Simon Royce in the Southend goal
kept it at 1-0.

After the break, Andy Thomson
levelled for the Shrimpers, and then
had a second ruled out for offside.
Millwall’s Andy Gray caught Fulham
with a classic sucker punch with the
winner 13 minutes from time at
Craven Cottage, from a counter-
attack involving Kim Grant.

It was a vital win for struggling Millwall
who played the last half hour with 10
men following Tony Witter’s dismissal
for a second bookable offence.

Tony Thorpe had put Fulham in front
midway through the first-half, but Paul
Shaw equalised after the break, and
after soaking up the pressure the
Lions broke out to win.

Chris Freestone’s 10th goal in 19
games kept Northampton'’s play-off
push on course as they beat
Blackpool 2-0.

Freestone opened the scoring after 27
minutes, with Carl Hegg’s heading
number two 17 minutes from time.
Wycombe hammered Plymouth 5-1,
and caretaker-manager Neil Smillie
was rewarded with the manager’s job
until the end of the season.

It was 1-1 at half-time as Argyle’s
Carlo Corazzin equalised Keith
Ryan’s opener, but Keith Scott, Mark
Stallard (2) and Dave Carroll made it
a second-half to forget for the visitors.

Please contact the Commercial Department on (0I582) 41 I622

Carlisle’s unbeaten three-month home
run was ended by Brentford’s first away
win in 22 games - the Bees winning 2-1.

lan Stevens put the home side in front,
but the Londoners’ striker Robert Taylor
hit the bar before Graeme Hogg headed
them level on 62 minutes.

Ten minutes later, Taylor set up Andy
Scott for the winner, but Brentford played
the last two minutes and six minutes of
stoppage time with 10 men after Niall
Thompson was sent off for violent
conduct.

Gareth Owen scored his eighth goal of
the season to maintain Wrexham’s play-
off push as they won 1-0 at
Bournemouth.

Owen scored after 52 minutes, against
a Cherries side who included former
Hatters striker Mark Stein - on loan from
Chelsea.

Teenager Jim Corbett was the toast of
Gillingham after coming off the bench to
score the winner in a 1-0 victory over
Chesterfield, that keeps the Kent side
firmly in the race for the play-offs.

The 17-year-old substitute was on the
field for only five minutes before firing in
past Billy Mercer to snatch all three
points. Gillingham had earlier created a
host of chances, with Chesterfield rarely
mounting any sort of attack.

Two long-range efforts in the last 10
minutes gave Preston a 3-2 win in the
Roses clash against York at Deepdale.

Rodney Rowe’s second goal of the
game had put the visitors 2-1 in front
after 77 minutes, but then Michael
Appleton hammered in a 25-yarder,
before Gary Parkinson won the game
three minutes from time with a 30-yard
shot.

lan Kilford’s second-half winner gave
Wigan three valuable points in their fight
against relegation and put a huge dent in
Oldham’s play-off hopes.

Kilford’s 64th minute strike gave Wigan
a 1-0 win, after Graeme Jones had
missed a 24th-minute penalty for the
home side.

Grimsby kept up the pressure on the
top two with a 3-0 home win over Walsall
(see page 12) and Mitchell Thomas
headed Luton’s equaliser in the 1-1 draw
at Burnley. - SIMON OXLEY.




THE Reserves have recorded two
home draws in the Avon
Insurance Combination, with a 0-
0 scoreline against QPR and a 1-
1 scoreline against Norwich.

Against QPR, Julian James
made a substitute appearance -
his first outing since a serious
knee injury.

Team: Webb, Lawes (James),
Fraser, Spring, Doherty, Willmott,
Sweeney, George, Douglas,
Fotiadis (Scarlett), Davies.

Sub not used: Mcindoe.

On March 11 at Kenilworth
Road the Hatters faced a
Norwich side including the likes
of John Polston, Rob Newman
and the former Leicester striker
Iwan Roberts.

Luton included triallist Ryan
Spencer, from Tottenham, and
the game finished 1-1 with Simon
Davies netting for the Hatters.

Team: Webb, James (Fraser),
Harvey, Spencer, Willmott, White
(Doherty), Sweeney, Douglas,
Fotiadis (McIindoe), Davies,
George.

The semi-final of the Beds
Premier Club between Luton
Town and Brache Sparta took
place on March 5, with Brache

winning 1-0.

Team: Webb, Clarke, Fraser,
Sweeney, Howe, Ayres, Cox,
Akurang, Kandol, Mcindoe,
McKoy.

Subs (all used): Boyce, Lawes,
Scarlett.

The youth team were without a
game on March 7, but maintained
their top-of-the-league position
with a 2-0 win at Wimbledon last
Saturday.

Andre Scarlett and Richard
Clarke netted for the Hatters.

Team: Ward, Lawes, Fraser,

ERVES AND YOUTH ROUND-UP

Boyce, Ayres, Scarlett, Clarke,
Mcindoe, Jerry, Doherty, Cox
(Akurang).

Subs not used: Stirling, Howe.

The Youth team were in cup
action on Monday, March 9, in
the Eastern Junior Cup, with a
third round trip to Mirlees
Blackstone.

They led 2-0 at half-time, going
onto win 4-1.

Squad: Lawes, Clarke, Stirling,
Harrington, Howe, Ayres,
Scarlett, Cox, Akurang, Jerry,
McKoy, Boyce, Tate, Mcindoe.

A date has also been confirmed
for the semi-final of the South-
East Counties League Cup
against Watford.

This game will be played on
Tuesday, March 24, with a 7pm
kick-off at Vicarage Road.

We’ll bring you details in the
home match programme against
York on April 4.

with JOHN
MOORE

LUTON Town FC require landladies on a
permanent and/or part-time basis for our
YTS players.

We are ideally looking for families, in
Luton, with an interest in football, who
have room available for one of our
youngsters, either on a permanent
(seven days a week) basis, or on a
temporary basis (for example in school
holidays).

Anyone interested should contact
Youth Development Officer Paul Lowe on
(01582) 411622.
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This afternoon we feature a Welsh international midfielderzwho starred in the 1980s... PETER NICHOLAS

NEWPORT-born Peter . Whel'e are they nOW? Luton manager David Pleat
Nicholas joined Crystal and a cheque for £155,000
Palace from school and to rescue him from the

wilderness in January 1985 and
take him back to the top flight.
Nicholas became the final piece in
the jigsaw that saw a mid-season
shake up with Mick Harford, Steve
Foster and David Preece all
coming to Kenilworth Road in a bid
to stave off the real threat of
relegation.

Making his debut in a fighting 2-2
draw at home to Tottenham,
Nicholas remained ever present for

made his debut for the Eagles as a
17 year old on the opening day of
1977/78 in a 3-0 win at Millwall.

Despite this winning start he
made only one further appearance
during the first half of that season,
but won his place back just before
Christmas from when he never
looked back.

He was virtually ever present the
following season as Palace won
the Second Division championship,

and amongst the three goals he AT the remainder of the season with
- scored that campaign was one at the drop being avoided with

Kenilworth Road in a 1-0 win by ROGER comfort.

during the promotion run-in. Over the next two seasons we
Nicholas was a member of the WASH forgot all about the fear of

unfortunately named “Team of the relegation and, in fact, were

Eighties” as Palace were called but looking at the other end of the

before they were relegated he table finishing 9th and then our

transferred to Arsenal for £400,000 in March 1981. highest ever position of 7th as we took on, and
“Some people told me | was too young but it beat, the best teams in the country.

seemed a great move at the time. Unfortunately A tough, combative midfielder with no little skill

things did not go as well as | had anticipated as the Peter Nicholas was the organiser in the team and
Gunners were going through a transitional period at fully relished his time at the club. Supporters will

the He: no doubt remember the famous and regular ABOVE: Peter Nicholas in the thick of the action at Kenilworth Road as the Hatters take on Manchester United.
“Liam Brady and Frank Stapleton had just left the Nicholas sliding tackle on the Kenilworth Road
::Iub. and we flopped. badly in every competition. To artificial surface wh!ch was almo§t worth' a goal the Heysel disaster. Stamford Bridge in a coaching capacity where he
op it all | had a cartilage operation and then start as the opposition retreated into their shells! B i1oiouahiv anioved fou fi b Lot d Id 5 : : ;
serious knee ligament trouble, and when | was fit | Only one game was missed over those two Sy e y Tl ahe ool !omed up with a strong ex-Luton contingent which
could notgst basiciithe sitle. seasons, and it came as a major shock yihen not say a bad word a.bout anyone at the club.” included Mal Donaghy, Mick Harford and Paul
“| started to panic as | had been made captain of Aberdeen tendered a bid of £350,000 for his Unfortunately, despite a successful stay at Elliott.
Wales just before the injuries and, thinking | needed services in August 1987 and he decided to make Aberdeen an illness to one of his children forced The full circle was turned a couple of seasons ago
regular first team football to keep my international the move north of the border. him to move back south, and he joined Chelsea when he rejoined Palace, again in a coaching
place, decided to move back to Palace.” “| was very sad to leave and the only thing that . helping them back into the old Division One. capacity, with his name recently coming to the fore
It was generally regarded in the football world that made me consider the move was the chance of After assisting Chelsea to consolidate their when he was in the frame for taking over the hot
Nicholas had made a rash move as Palace were playing in European football, something that was ! position in the top flight he made his final playing seat at Selhurst Park.

then struggling in the old Division Two, and it took not open to me in England due to the ban following

B YEARS AGO 110 YEARS AGO|15B YEARS AGOI20 YEARS AGO

20/3/93: In a dull game with Bristol Rovers at 29/3/88: After a run of three straight home defeats [ 19/3/83: Tony Woodcock hit a hat-trick for Arsen : iri
Kenilworth Road, we%rew 1-1 in front of a crowd of @we came back with a bang to seegoff Portsmouth atj§ in the 4-1 victory over the Town at Highbary. ngi?jl 21{8@2@(—'— h|%-|r;?(\)l¥ircl)r? Léthgﬂ\eigsg;gtg% Oenrfgqug? e
7,117. On target for the visitors was John Taylor, Kenilworth Road. Danny Wilson, the Stein brothers Moss was the sole Luton marksman in a game Kenilworth Road. Alan West and Phil Boersma, with
later to play for the Hatters. and the unfortunate Paul Mariner, with an own goal, marking the last appearance on loan for Steve the all-important goals, made it a happy send off for
scored in the 4-1 victory. White. John Faulkner, making r}isbfinal appearance for the
club.

move to Watford for a brief spell before returning to

FOR THE LATEST NEWS - CLUBCALL 0891 121 123



Luton substitute Andrew Fotiadis
trys to create a second-half opening
against Wycombe.

Phil Gray is sent tumbling by
defender Keith Ryan, and (inset)
Dwight Marshall goes close to a
first-half opener.

Wycombe keeper Martin Taylor
beats Marshall to the ball, early in
the second-half.

He’s behind you! Ryan and Gray g
again at close quarters.

O R R A A A R R R R R R A R

TI*N STATIONS

Luton Town 0 Wycombe W O

‘ Saturday, March 7, 1998 - Nationwide League Division Two :
T Attendance: 6,114 Pictures by Gareth Owen

r()onsAl L CLUB.




FORTHCOMING MATCHES IN
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE

DIVISION TWO

Saturday, March 21
Blackpool v Gillingham
Brentford v Northampton
Bristol Rovers v Preston
Chesterfield v Carlisle
LUTON v Grimsby
Millwall v Burnley
Oldham v Watford
Plymouth v Bristol City
Southend v Bournemouth
Walsall v Wigan
Wrexham v Wycombe
York v Fulham

Tuesday, March 24
Fulham v Walsall
Grimsby v Plymouth

Wednesday, March 25
Millwall v Preston

Friday, March 27
Bristol R v Southend

Saturday, March 28
Brentford v Oldham

Burnley v Grimsby
Carlisle v Bournemouth
Chesterfield v Millwall
Gillingham v Fulham
Plymouth v Wrexham
Preston v Wigan
Walsall v LUTON
Watford v Northampton
Wycombe v Bristol City
York v Blackpool

Saturday, April 4
Bournemouth v Wycombe

Blackpool v Walsall
Bristol City v Carlisle
Fulham v Preston
Grimsby v Gillingham
LUTON v York

Millwall v Bristol Rovers
Northampton v Burnley
Oldham v Plymouth
Southend v Chesterfield
Wigan v Watford
Wrexham v Brentford

Tuesday, April 7
Grimsby v LUTON

It’s a numbers game for

Nationwide

THE Football League have announced
that supporters attending matches in the
three divisions of the Nationwide League
are to enjoy the benefits of a new
initiative.

At the end of 45 minutes in both halves
of Football League fixtures, the referee
will indicate the amount of additional time
remaining to the reserve official on the
sidelines who will relay the time added on
to fans by holding up the corresponding
substitute number board.

This is a facility which is currently in
operation in Serie A matches of the
Italian league, but the Football League
will pioneer this system in this country
and will experiment with it until the end of
the season.

The number shown on the substitute
board will indicate the minimum number
of minutes to be added, and any
subsequent injuries or additional delays -
including time wasting - will result in
further time being added on.

Managers, officials, players and

League fans

supporters will be asked for their
observations on this new initiative, in
order for the Football League to assess
its effectiveness with a view to
implementing the system permanently
from the start of -season 1998/99.

- The Football League’s starlets
illustrated the level of top quality young
talent that exists outside the top flight in
the Talk Radio International Challenge
against the Italian league Serie B at The
Valley last Tuesday.

Although the match finished goalless,
the Football League created the better
opportunities duringthe 90 minutes and
England representatives John Gorman,
Peter Taylor and Jimmy Armfield were
impressed with the young guns’ display.

Ipswich Town’s David Johnson - who
Hatters’ fans may remember playing for
Bury last season - was the man-of-the-
match, as the Football League maintained
their unbeaten record against the Italians
in the four meetings so far at the Under-
21 level.

RIGHT: The lucky
youngsters
selected to be
CableTel kids for
our last home
match against
Wycombe
Woanderers.
Selected
youngsters are on
duty before every
home match
handing out LTFC
footballs for the §
players to
distribute to
supporters.

FOR those of you who like to plan ahead,
the Football League have released details
of next season’s fixtures, which is also the
League’s Centennial Season.

The 1998/99 campaign will kick-off on
Saturday, August 8 - a month after the
World Cup finishes! - with first round, first

98/99 Football League dates for your diary.....

leg matches in the Coca-Cola Cup being
played in the first midweek.

There will be a full nationwide League
programme on Saturday, December 19 (the
final Saturday before Christmas), on Boxing
Day - Saturday, December 26 - and also on
Bank Holiday Monday, December 28.

b

Nationwide

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Division 2 Stats

how teams have scored
see key below Hd CROb V FK P Ib OG
Bournemouth 8 8 7 9 1 3 10 0
Blackpool 12 8 6 10 0 1 9 0O
Brentford 9 1. 6 8 1 2 410
Bristol City 12 7 4 9 3 8 15 2
BristolRovers 10 4 7 5 1 4 23 0
Burnley i4- 11 2 4 0 1 8 1
Carlisle 14 8 6 4 0 4 14 0
Chesterfield 9 8 3 3 0 2 9 0
Fulham .7 38 4 0 1 19 3
Gillingham 4 8 a=-3 "0 5 95 2
Grimsby 8 6 5 1 2 4 15 1
Luton 10..2-..0 3 1 0 20 ©
Millwall 8 8 7T 1 10 132
Northampton 8 4 1 8 0 7 15 1
Oldham % 9 3 84 8 2 9 1
Plymouth 3.9 ¢ 2 0 '3 11 0O
Preston 9 6 7 4 4 2 10 1
Southend 6 7 "8 6 0 1311
Walsall 71 5 5 6 0 2 8 1
Watford g 9 8 6 2 2 26 0
Wigan 148 7 58 1 3 111
Wrexham 8.6.6.2.2 2 20 0
Wycombe 6 6 4 8 0 3 18 1
York 7 3 12 2 2 415 ‘|

.. and how coiicéded

Hd CR Ob V FK P Ib OG
Bournemouth 7 10 4 3 1 2 13 2
Blackpool 14 8 6:6° 0 3 17 1
Brentford 7 14 8 6 0 0 22 3
Bristol City 4 6 2 6:0 | 8 1
BristolRovers 13 6 2 6 1 6 23 0
Burnley 16 6 7 2 2 2 14 '0
Carlisle 16 10 8 8 2 2 10 @
Chesterfield 75 4 7 0 4 8 4
Fulham 10 4 8 2 0 2 8 O
Gillingham b5 5 4 1 4 18 0
Grimsby da 5 25 1.1 1010
Luton 7 5 .5 9 0 5 20 1
Miliwall 1217 4 2 323 1610
Northampton 6 7 2 4 0 1 10 0
Oldham 8 6 5 3 0 3 14 3
Plymouth 1 9 7 7 2 4. 16 3
Preston 8 7. 8 6 0 38 130
Southend 106 7 14 3 3 21.1
Walsall 5 9 6 1 0 2 11 1%
Watford 8 4 2 3 1 2-12 0
Wigan 13 4 7 6 2 5 14 1
Wrexham 10 4 7.6 2 2 11 @
Wycombe i1 6 6 3 0 5 10 0
York 13.5 6 5 1 2 168 1

Hd=Header CR=Shot inside 6 yards Ob=Shot outside area V=Volley FK=Direct Free Kick P=Penalty Ib=Shot inside area 0G=0wn Goal

Current Form Table

Index in the table below reflects the league position of the opposi-
tion in the 6 games. ie the higher the position, the higher the index.

W D L F A Pts Indx
Wrexham 5 1 0 8 4 16 46%
Grimsby 4 1 1 8 3 13 50%
Gillingham 4 0 2 5 3 12 49%
Wycombe 3 2 1 9 5 11 43%
Bristol City a 2 1 6 4 11 34%
Carlisle 3 1 2 10 7 10 41%
Southend 38 1 2 9 5 10 68%
Preston 38 1 2 7 8 10 36%
Northampton 3 1 2 6 3 10 66%
Brentford 2 3 1| 8 8B 9 48%
Watford 2 3 1 9 8 9 3%
Fulham 4 0 3 7 5 9 54%
Wigan 2 2 2 71 8 8 4%
Millwall 2 2 2 5 5 B 70%
York 2 1 3 8 8% 7] 4%
Blackpool 2 1 3 7 7 7 66%
Plymouth 2 1 3 7 13 1 3%
Chesterfield 2 1 3 6 7 7T 89%
Luton 1.4 1 4 3 7T 3%
Walisall 1 2 3 3 7 5 41%
Bournemouth 1 1 4 7 11 4 48%
Oldham i 1 4 5 9 4 61%
BristolRovers 1 0 5 6 11 3 75%
Burnley 0O 3 3 6 8 3 21%
S » "
«owed . various Div 2 stats ..
whohaveleftthe  Plyrs goals goals clean low high
club used for agt sheets pos. pos.
Bournemouth 24 46 42 13 14 4
Blackpool 40 46 &6 8 17 7
Brentford 36 41 59 8 M 1N
Bristol City 25 60 20 15 19 1
Bristol Rovers 27 54 57 7 14 3
Burnley 32 41 49 8 24 18
Carlisle 32 50 57 8 24 16
Chesterfield 28 34 36 15 14 2
Fulham 385 47 34 14 18 3
Gillingham 28 45 43 12 17 3
Grimsby 24 48 27 18 23 3
Luton 31 16

-

Sequence
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WDWWDL
LLDWWW
WDLLWW
WLWWLD
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WWDLDD
WDDLWD
LWWLLW
LWDWDL
LWWLDD
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LDWLLW
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LLDLWW
DDLWDD
LDWLDL
LLDLWL
LLDLLW
LLLLLW
DDLLDL
low and high
position is
taken after 4
games played

Millwall

Campaign Records

Highest/Lowest Gates

17,086 Bristol City v Bristol Rovers 14-Mar

2,039 Wrexham v Southend 21-Oct
Highest Aggregate Scores
Burnley 7-2 York 31-Jan
Biggest Home Win
Burnley 7-2 York 31-Jan
Carlisle 5-0 Southend 10-Jan
Biggest Away Win
Luton 0-4 Watford 4-Oct
Bristol Rovers 0-4 Grimsby 12-Dec
Consecutive Wins
Bristol City 8
Games Unbeaten
Bristol City 15
Consecutive Defeats
Bristol Rovers, Carlisle, Southend 5
Games without a Win
Preston 11

Current Sequences
Consecutive Wins
Brentford, Grimsby, Northampton,
Wrexham 2
Games Unbeaten
Wrexham 6
Consecutive Defeats
Bristol Rovers 5
Games without a Win
Burnley 6

Plyrs goals goals clean low high
used for agt sheets pos. pos.

33 38 44 8 11 3

Northampton 28 44 30 15 1 2

Oldham
Plymouth
Preston
Southend
Walsall
Watford
Wigan
Wrexham
Wycombe
York

33 48 41 11 13 3

24 45 59 8 4 1
24 4 45 11 18 3

32 40 65 8 24 13
24 3 41 12 22 12
28 5 o2 132 2 |

2" 650 68 g 2
26 4 42 12 20
21 48 47 13 18
26 4 49 11 17

Compiled by Football Information
Services Tel : 0151-632-5679

average attendances

yellow & red cards
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Gillingham
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Oldham
Blackpool
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Carlisle | SRS 3
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Walford [Frmmagemmses) -~ | POINt
Bournemouth 42 fora
Bristol City i R | booking,
York R | WO |
Chesterfield |32 7 J_‘? fo_'a il
Grimsby 37 .
.
leading scorers
0 o 4 8 B D 74D
Hayles 7 7

. e 3

S b S 1

Goater

_ Akinbiyi
Taylor N
Boli
Stevens fi
Stallard i
Donovan
Corazzin
Cooke
Rowe
‘Watson
Barlow




LEISURE SHIRTS REDUCED

1. Ribbed Applique Jumper... Was £29.00... NOW £22.00
2. Blaze Teshirt... Was £21 .00... NOW £16.00

4. Knitted Marl T-shirt... Was £19.50... NOW £12.00

5. Ladies Ribbed Top... Was £14.50... NOW £10.00

6. Blanket Stripe Top... Was £24.00... NOW £18.00

LTFC ALARM CLOCK
Was £11.00... NOW £8.95
¢
LTFC SEAT CUSHION
Was £6.95... NOW £4.95

Nere £27.99..... NOW £12.00
e £34.99 & £36.99..... NOW £15.00

Check Shirt Blue/Orange
Med, Large, X Large
. Check Brushed Cotton Shirt

ALL ABOVE SHIRTS NOW
REDUCED TO £16.00

Orange/Blue, Med, Large, X Large
5. Close Check Blue, Med, Large, X Large £24.00

CLUB SHOP
LUTON TOWN EC Kenilworth Road

Kenilworth Stadiam Luton

1 Maple Road Tiion Available

Luton
2 411622}
Beds Tel: 01582 4116
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FOR THE STARS OF
TODAY AND
TOMORROW.....

HOME SHIRTS
SB, B, LB - £29.99. Youths - £34.99
S, M, L, XL, XXL - £39.99

HOME SHORTS
SB, B, LB - £15.99. Youths, S, M - £19.99
L, XL, XXL - £19.99

HOME SOCKS
MB, LB - £7.99. Mens - £9.99

Home long sleeved shirts
(from Oct 97)
S, M, L-£42.99. XL, XXL - £42.99

SHORTS

LTFC
CALENDAR
Woas £4.99
NOW
£2.99

SHIRTS

AWAY SHIRTS
SB, B, LB - £29.99. Youths - £34.99
S, M, L, XL, XXL - £38.99

AWAY SHORTS
SB, B, LB - £15.99.

Youths, S, M - £19.99

L, XL, XXL - £19.99

AWAY SOCKS

MB, LB - £5.99. Mens - £7.99

BEER MATS
reduced
from 99p
to 65p



THIS afternoon we welcome
match sponsors the
WHITBREAD BEER COMPANY
and WALLIS LABORATORY
LTD, and matchball sponsors CB
SECURITY SERVICES.

If you or your company would like
details of match or matchball
sponsorship, please contact the
Commercial department on (01582)
411622.

We have packages to suit all budgets,
and a variety of ways in which your
company can get involved with Luton
Town.

Why not telephone to arrange a visit
and then you can see the facilities at first
hand.

A warm this welcome to the Sponsors’
Lounge this afternoon to John Varney

season ticket holder in the Main
Stand for the last 10 years.

This afternoon’s CableTel kids
are: Phoebe Blanchard, Lee Pennington,
Thomas Wilson, Jamie Warne, Aaron
Warne, Scott Lineham, Bradley Lineham,
Robert Mantle, Rueben Willis, Joe
Denmead.

who is celebrating his 65th birthday, with W|th KATHY

daughter Sue Hankin, and grandson
Paul.

Mr Varney has been a Luton supporter
for the past 40 years, and has been a

Don’t forget the Luton Town
PRIZELINE

0930 55 50 50

(Calls cost 50p per minute at all times)

Antonys
Tailor

OF LONDON

THE MOST
ESTABLISHED
AND RELIABLE
TAILORS IN
LUTON

DRESS HIRE
LADIES AND GENTS
BESPOKE TAILORING
12 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON,
BEDS 0PPOSITE MAIN POST OFFICE

TEL: (01582) 424687

ABOVE: Luton

Rotary Club
were our match
sponsors against
Wycombe.

RIGHT: Ninth birthday
greetings to Matthew Cornes
from Luton, with love and best
wishes from Mum, Dad and
Lynsey.

Ball watching!

The official ball supplier to:
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Win FREE tickets for
YOUR junior team

FOR the third season in succession, the Loyal Luton
Supporters Club are once again sponsoring the Young Team
of the Month Award.

Having received a grant from NatWest Bank as part of the
bank’s Community Action Scheme, and through monies
raised through the year, the supporters, in conjunction with
Luton Town FC, have again funded the award.

The award is run on a monthly self-nomination basis, and is
open to all teams, boys and girls, under the age of 16.
Winners receive 15 tickets (I3 children and two aduits) for a
chosen Luton home match.

Previous winners have included successful regional
champions through to teams who have won their first point
after two years of playing.

Anyone wanting to nominate their local youth, school, cubs
or girls team, should send a letter to Simon Oxley, c/o LTFC,
briefly explaining why they deserve to win one of the
monthly awards. And remember, you only need to make one
nomination. All remaining letters will be considered
throughout the rest of the season.

Trust us to help
the game

The Football Trust has been providing support for the game at every level
throughout the UK for over 22 years. Its present priority task is to help League
clubs to complete the implementation of the Taylor Report recommendations.

Thanks to the Government and to the FA Premier League, the English
Sports Council, the Football Association, the Football League and the
Professional Footballers Association, a major new funding package to secure
the future of .the Trust has been put in place.

These funds will be in addition to income derived from the football pools
Littlewoods, Vernons and Zetters, and will enable the Trust to complete its
Taylor task, carry on its essential safety work and continue to grant aid
football at every level. The Government and football's commitment to the
vital work of the Trust will have the support of everyone who cares about the
future of the national game.

@“‘B‘“%
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THE FOOTBALL TRUST
Helping the game

THE FOOTBALL TRUST, WALKDEN House, 10 MELTON STREET, LonDOoN NW1 2EB




Kim and Chris welcome you to

THE
WHEATSHEAF

Traditional country pub serving
snacks and real ales.

Large garden, children
welcome.

15 High Street, Flitwick.
Tele: (01525) 712574.

Carol and John Brennan
welcome you to
THE FARMERS BOY

Common Road, Kensworth

Real ales
(CAMRA ‘Good Beer
Guide’)

Traditional Sunday lunches
£4.75 per person
(01582) 872207

THE CHEQUERS
Park Road, Westoning
(off J12, M1)

For all live TV games

KINGSWAY ARMS

Kingsway, Luton
(01582) 584581

Home of the
Loyal Luton

Supporters Club.

Disco music 1pm g
to 2.30pm, and

5pm to 7.30pm on

matchdays,
everybody
welcome.

Cheap draught

lager and beer
available. Large |
|

car park.
Prop: Ian
Robinson

Kevin and Hayley welcome all
supporters to

THE CENTURION
Poynters Road

For a great atmosphere and live
music on Saturday nights!

Tele: 01582 661721

THE BREWERY
TAP
22 Park Street, Luton
(01582) 31797
Disco on Thurs, Fri,
Sat and Sun nights
i
WHITBREAD

CHILTERN INNS

EDDIES BAR

106 Chuch Siree, Luton, Bcordshes LU 316 T (01682) 400008421687

THE live music venue
Food available seven days
a week.

“The original and best”

106 Church Street, Luton
(01582) 400005

i
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93 High Street South
Dunstable

The only place to eat in
Dunstable.
Tele: (01582) 667833
Fax: (01582) 475552

THE RED LION
Breachwood Green
Hitchin, Herts

Fine

=8 traditional ales|

Bar snacks &
buffets
(Parties
catered for)
Regular

traditional jazz |

§ and live music
: evenings
Phone for
details:
(01438)
833123

THE SOMERSET
—+-&TAVERN #~—

Good food and fine
selection of cask ales.
Quiz nights and
karaoke.

| Crawley Grn Rd, Luton. | |

Tele: 01582 29912.

BEDFORDSHIRE
YEOMAN

| Just a two-minute walk from |

the ground. Food available
on matchdays. Supporters
welcome.

214 Dallow Road, Luton.
(01582) 30469

Richard g’ o %

welcomes
you to

Hotel accommodation, good food and
fine selection of cask ales & lagers.
Kings Walden Rd, Offley.
01462 768281

LTFC EVACUATION
PROCEDURE

IN the event of any emergencies at Luton
Town Football Club, the emergency services
and the club have agreed on an evacuation
policy which is designed to:

a) Ensure the safe and controlled
evacuation of the ground.

b) Ensure the dispersal of the crowd from
the area to allow the emergency services to
carry out their tasks.

In the event on an evacuation of all or part
of the stadium, you will receive instructions
over the public address system on how you
should leave the stadium. Stewards will
direct you to the nearest exit. It may be that
your normal exit route will not be available.
On leaving the stadium, you will find some
roads closed to pedestrian traffic, to enable
swift and unobstructed arrival of the
emergency services.

Please leave the area of the ground as
quickly as possible by the route directed.
Your co-operation will be most appreciated.
GEOFF LOVELL, Safety Manager.

OAK ROAD STADIUM
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KENILWORTH ROAD & HAZELBURY CRESCENT

&THE MAD HATTERS
CLusB LTD @

LUTON’S NO.I
MEMBERS CLUB

Two floors of music
- Soul, Swing, Lovers Rock
- House, Garage

OPEN MONDAY TO SUNDAY
I lam to 3am.
VIP Lounge - Top Floor.
Find us at Cheapside.

Phone: 01582 411894
Membership Available




TEAMstatistics

LUTON TOWN 1997/98

PLAYER (figure in
bracket = sub app.

Nathan ABBEY
Graham ALEXANDER
Chris ALLEN
Simon DAVIES
Kelvin DAVIS
Steve DAVIS
Andy DIBBLE
Gary DOHERTY
Stuart DOUGLAS
Sean EVERS
lan FEUER
Andrew FOTIADIS
Liam GEORGE
Phil GRAY
Richard HARVEY
Julian JAMES
Marvin JOHNSON
Robert KEAN
Dwight MARSHALL -
Gavin McGOWAN
_Paul McLAREN
David OLDFIELD

‘Darren PATTERSON

revor PEAKE

~Paul SHOWLER
Bryan SMALL
‘Matthew SPRING
Mitchell THOMAS
Tony THORPE

Gary WADDOCK

Alan WHITE

Watford
Bristol City

LGE
APPS

30
14
8(11)
23
31
1
1(4)

5(3)
19 (1)
27 (1)
31 (1)

LGE
GLS

CUP CUP
APPS GLS
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4(1)
5

LTEC career apps
(league & cup. incl subs)
& goals. as at start 97/98

101 3g
21 0Og
100 11g
20 1g
4 0Og
98 0Og
23 3g
26
59

Grimsby
Northampton
Wrexham

Blackpool 47
Preston 45
Wigan 44
Walsall 35 11 10 <14 35 41 43
Carlisle 3811 8 19 80 57 M
Brentford 38 9 14 15 41 59 41
LUTON 37 "8 13 15 41 52 40
Plymouth q7 =04 }2 16 45 59 39
Southend 38 10 8 20 40 65 38
Burnley 36 8 12 16 41 49 36

Up to and including Tuesday, March 17, 1998.

OPPONENTS

GREAT DEALS
(O FOR THE NEW YEAR® G,

ZANUSSI

The Appliance of Science”

FRIDGE FREEZER DISHWASHER WASHING MACHINE
(ZFD 50/17R) (DW 907) (FL 882)

EACH AT THE INCREDIBLE PRICE OF

£299.99 .11

REMEMBER Il \r()l 'RE LOOKING FOR A NEW KTCHEN
! DESIGN AND INSTALL IT FOR YOU

96A KINGSWAY, LUTON

SEE
SHOWRC & LEIGHTON ROAD, LEIGHTON BUZZARD
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Team Check m
- Luton Town v Grimsby T

Kelvin DAVIS
Julian JAMES
Mitchell THOMAS
Gary WADDOCK
Steve DAVIS
Darren PATTERSON
Sean EVERS

Paul McLAREN
David OLDFIELD
Phil GRAY
Andrew FOTIADIS

1

O 0 N O N A WN

10
11

12
13
14

Aidan DAVISON
John McDERMOTT
Tony GALLIMORE
Peter HANDYSIDE
Mark LEVER
Wayne BURNETT
Kevin DONOVAN
David SMITH

Lee NOGAN

. Daryl CLARE

Paul GROVES

Tod ) /

icials |

Today's referee is
ANDREW HALL

from Birmingham. E

Mr Hall, 28, is a

Refrigeration and Air
Conditioning Engineer, ,
who is married with three |
children. This is his first |
season as a Football ',
League referee, following |
in his father’s footsteps. |

P.A.Vosper - 7

R.B. Ward

4th official: N.R. Hitch |

The next visitors to |

Kenilworth Road are |

YORK CITY, .

in Nationwide League |

Division Two, on

Saturday, April 4,
kick-off 3pm.

See page 9 for ticket |
details. _

Plowmans ..o
Motorbodies

THE

of Luton PERFECT

MATCH

You'll do a great deal better with us!

Plowmans, 15 Hitchin Road, Luton. Tel: 454666

Open 7 Days Motorbodies, Memorial Road, Leagrave, Luton. Tel: 567500
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