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® RYAN MIGHTY: Sean Evers
_finds Wycombe skipper Keith
Ryan an immovable object as the

Opponents

Hatters pour forward in search of
a second goal on Saturday.
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@ BY GEORGE! Hatters rising young star, Liam George, flies past Jéson
Cousins on an afternoon when Wycombe were left chasing shadows.
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IGNING Luton News Player of the Year Steve
avis started the season in the same manner as he

signed off the last - majestically! .

The Kenilworth Road king dispatched a jewel of a free kick to
give the Hatters all three points in Saturday’s curtain raiser at
Wycombe.

Speaking on Friday, manager Lennie Lawrence declared his skip-
per “the best centre-half in the division” and any pretenders to that
crown would have been proud of Davis’ performance in Bucking-

The talismanic Geordie delivered what Brazilian Roberto Carlos
failed all summer to - a free kick right out of the top drawer - and
then marshalled his defence superbly as they defended their lead

Steve Brown’s foul on Matthew Spring 25 yards out provided the
Hatters’ captain with his first set-piece opportunity of the season and
the result was devastating.

Pace

Home keeper Martin Taylor was beaten by the pure pace of the
as it rose from Davis’ boot into his top left-hand corner.

His strike left the sizeable orange army that had made the short
journey across the Chilterns already dreaming of a bright future after
just 36 minutes of the new season.
s ~Dav_is’ right boot delivered another thunderbolt on the stroke of
' alf-time but, on this occasion, his 30-yard dead-ball effort skimmed
inches wide of the post after another foul on Spring.

In between, the visitors had a valid looking 5
when Dave Carroll seemed to trip Dwight Marshall after Phil Gray's

penalty appeal rejected

intelligent reverse pass.

Since their promotion to the football league, W
ague, Wycomb
have never beaten the Hatters and rarel°y look)e':d likg
brl(;akmg that duck on Saturday.
ut it might have been different had Kei

accepted’!he simplest of chances on 25 minute:uh e

Carroll’s measured pass beat the Hatters’ off-
and left the big striker with a clear run on goal.

Scott could have almost walked the ball into the net but
luﬁhe l-;;ost in a real early season howler :

4he Hatters defence grew stronger '1ft<; th i
Graham Alexander outstanding atgrigt‘lt bzrxck.a e

With Julian James out unti] Christmas, the ex-Scun-

side trap

more of a natural by the game,

Former Rangers and Burnley wi
! y wing-back i Vinni-
combe was the home side’s biggest th%eat ‘l:)utlclgrgdx\l,'ltnm

pz};;l a resolu;e Alexander once, e

¢ peroxide-headed Hatter didn’t mj

n't mi
afternoon and, on the occasion he venturedsgor?mi?gkclie 1’all
,eréq_sg‘%g_ telling crosses into the Wycombe box, o
onsidering the scorching heat, the Hatters sut'prisingly

started at a high tempo and could have gone ahead in just
teasing cross

the second minute when' Mitchell Thomas’
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More open and attacl i
with all three members
innon, Sean Evers and Matt

Add to that Dwight Marsha
of Liam George and there should
away from Kenilworth Road!

George made his impact on
into the fray on 72 minutes
wilting in the heat.

His enthusiasm eamed ‘
arrival for a late challenge:
inches from doubling the Hate®
behind him and he couldn't
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On 83 minutes the dr dlocke

Steve Davis
Sean Evers
Liam George

Marvin Johnson
Dwight Marshall
Gavin McGowan
Ray McKinnon
Matthew Spring
Mitchell Thomas

ment, combining with EV
of Paul McCarthy before ¢
McCarthy later received )

George came on for the
who didn’t enjoy the eask
the uncompromising N

The Frenchman’
snatched at a fluff
over from six yards out.

V : Steve Davis cracks his free-kick goalwards (inset) and then
bl Hatters Wycombe winner.

watches the ball fly past the helpless Martin Taylor for the

His willingness to drop ¢¢%
half though suggested e

Afterwards, a _happy ]
avoiding a hat-trick of
club winning their first
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Thomas, Matthew ® TOP OF THE CHOPS: Dwight Marshall is scythed down by Wycombe’s Dave Car

roll, although the Luton man was not awarded a penalty.
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[FEaDiEON:
SUBSTITUTE Liam
George picked up the
Hatters first yellow
card of the new cam-
paign for a late chal-
lenge on Wycombe
keeper Martin Taylor.

Macclesfield Town

Wycombe Wndrs
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