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effort was deflected past.Northampton
keeper Andy Woodman for his fourth
goal of the season.

An angry Northampton responded,
with the uncompromising Ian Sampson
going straight through the back of Gray
and being shown an inevitable yellow
card. Moments later, the Hatters’
Northern Ireland international received
the same treatment from Sampson’s
defensive partner Dougie Hodgson who
was lucky to escape with a stern ticking
off from referee Fletcher.

Gray troubled the visitors’ defence
throughout the first half and, after 30
minutes, forced a save out of Woodman
With a 25-yard low drive.

Two minutes later, Douglas was inch-

es off making contact with Evers®
excellent cross from the right before a

- rare Steve Davis mistake gave Wilkin-

son a chance that he cannoned against
the roof of the Kenilworth Road stand.
It was Northampton who finished the
half stronger. On 40 minutes Kelvin
Davis saved the Hatters when Marvin
Johnson allowed a long Colin Hill free
kick to drift over his head and Corazzin
ghosted in to force a point-blank save.
A minute later, ex-Millwall midfield-
er Dave Savage rattled the Hatters’ bar
with a tremendous 20-yard volley.
Having survived those scares, the
Hatters came out for the second half
attacking and a seven-man move ended
with Douglas stooping low to head

® GRAHAM ALEXANDER: scored his fourth goal of the season.

Alexanders cross wide minutes after
the restart.

Soon after, Northampton were dealt a
severe blow when the impressive Say-
age was stretchered off following an
innocuous fall. He was replaced by Carl
Heggs.

Heggs occupied a wide left spot to
help visiting strikers Wilkinson and
Carazzin but it was the home team who
continued to do most of the attacking.

On 66 minutes, skipper Davis curled
an immaculate ball to the far post but it
somehow eluded the unmarked McKin-
non and McIndoe.

Meclndoe did get on the end of a deep
Alexander cross shortly afterwards but
Woodman beat away his far-post head-

er.

The chance had been created by an
excellent turn and backheel from Gray,
growing in confidence by the game,
and adding touches of class and compo-
sure to the Hatters® approach play.

At the other end, Wilkinson reminded
the Hatters that their advantage was still
a slender one, sending in a header that

Kelvin Davis gathered at the second Do

attempt. &
Lennie Lawrence’s men
not o double their lead o

when Douglas squeezed in a shot thai
Woodman had to punch behind. i

With five minutes left, Northampton
thmwonstrikerChrismeneina'dupep
ate effort to salvage a point after Lawrencd
had brought on Alan White to sit in front o
the Hatters” back four.

Fmingaveﬂxehomgteamnlmscaxe'
the last minute but Mitchell Thomas
his dangerous cross to the far post.

Sub Heggs then tried a theatrical dive 1
the box dmtcouldhaveemmdhimnseem
yellow card following one for an carliey

.assault on Alexander, ~

The lively McIndoe and sub Andrew

Fotiadis both had late chances but could no
‘convert them and left the Hatters with g
scoreline that flattered Northampton Town.

LUTON: Kelvin Davis, Graham

Alexander, Mitchell Thomas, Matthew
Spring (Alan White
Marvin Johnson, Ray McKm_nom Sean




