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ne ome - we fight on

PICTURE the scene: | am in hospital having a
very private part of my anatomy shaved in
readiness for a hernia operation. Our lawyers
have asked the Department of the Environment
when we are going to get the final decision on
our project for a stadium at junction 10.
And as the lather is slapped on and the razor
raised, my mobile phone rings. It's the lawyer.
Our application has been refused. Now is that
( sick, or is that sick? Fancy them pulling out their
fingers just as | went into hospital. | suppose the
timing was a co-incidence...
Disbelief was the first reaction. Then anger. And
then bewilderment - why has John Prescott
turned down a scheme which the majority of
Luton people support, the Borough Council
backs, and his own inspector recommended for
approval?  Something stinks, and it's time we

By the chairman

found out.

One of the ways to remedy this ludicrous decision is to go to the High Court and
seek a judicial review of the decision, and that is likely to be our next step.
However, in the decision letter there was a large GREEN light which gives us a very
broad hint that if we start all over again, and submit another application for a
12,000-seat capacity stadium, it would be looked on favourably even if the M1 is
not widened. -

That may be so, but our original application contained all the information required
for the Secretary of State to have granted approval, even for a smaller capacity of
12,000!

Having spent a substantial amount of my own money on the project so far - and a
possible High Court challenge on the decision will swallow up yet more fees - we
are not going to take no for an answer.

The Secretary of State, Mr Prescott, did not reach his decision without advice. But
WHO from? We know his inspector ruled in our favour and we have unanimous
political support from the local council and the two local MPs.

Therefore it can only be the “Yes Minister” brigade, faceless civil servants, unelected,
unaccountable and clearly ignorant of our scheme and the planning issues, who
have persuaded the Secretary of State to come up with a decision which defies
belief.

We even have extra red herrings thrown into the equation now, as though the
goalposts had not been moved several times already. Out of the blue the question of
viability has been raised.

Let me explain that firstly, viability is not a legitimate planning issue. If it were, most
sporting and municipal buildings would never have been built, and furthermore the
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Secretary of State has never raised the issue before.

Perhaps New Labour are suggesting that a football stadium development is
only for the rich, like John Madejski at Reading, and not for the poor people
running Luton Town FC?

Secondly, most sporting developments require National Lottery grants, two
examples of which are the new Wembley and the Millennium Dome. These
grants are specifically to assist viability, so it would not be necessary to show
a “viable” scheme.

We do not even intend to apply for a Lottery grant as our scheme IS viable
and would therefore not even be eligible. Wembley’s redevelopment and the
Millennium Dome, incidentally are actively supported by New Labour.
Furthermore, if you ask for planning permission to put an extension on your
house, does it depend on whether or not you can afford it? Of course not!
But that’s what they’re trying to say to us.

In this country we have a reputation for democracy, and for being fair and
equitable. Ask yourself: has our treatment been fair and equitable? We did
everything we possibly could to answer every question and dispel every
objection. The inspector came down in our favour, as were the
democratically elected Luton Borough Council, lead by Roy Davis.

So if it was not elected representatives who made the decision, who are the
undemocrats?

| can only repeat my view that there are some dodgy dealings going on.
Someone has put the boot in. Who? Why? We should be told. | have tried to
get answers to those questions, without success. Buck-passing is an art form
in the hidden world of the civil service.

It's a scandalous decision.

The Club will not take no for an answer, and to that end | have been meeting
my legal team, architects and traffic experts this week to plot the next stage
of our campaign for justice.

| have deliberately let rip publicly about the unknown undemocrats. Let them
now come out into the open and defend their stupidity in public. A High
Court hearing, | hope, will flush them out. Someone unelected and
unaccountable has got it in for our football club, and I will not accept it, and
neither should you!

The latest decision is scandalous.

As | have repeatedly said before, the fight goes on. We are all entitled to
justice. And we will get it.

We will get our new stadium. It will happen!

David Kholer
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AT THE start of a very big month for Luton Town, the games don’t come much bigger than today’s
- and 1 say that realising that we are only one win away from a place in the Worthington Cup

semi-finals when we go to Sunderland on Tuesday.

It is a real pleasure to welcome Manchester City
to Kenilworth Road. Fulham will bring more
expensive players, but not necessarily a full
house. City are bringing 2,000 supporters, and
that backing for them should make for a
tremendous atmosphere. We will need Luton
supporters to make their voices heard, as well!
This is a start of a crucial week for us: we are still
handily placed in the league, but 12 points
behind the leaders. So are Manchester City and
neither of us can afford to let that gap get bigger.
It goes without saying that three points today
will make a big difference. Then we go to
Sunderland on Tuesday, and that will be self-
motivating. It's the FA Cup next Saturday, and
you don’t need me to tell you how important it
is for financial reasons to beat Hull and go into
the draw for the third round.

We have an important series of home games
coming up in the next month: as well as the cup-
tie we have league visits by Millwall and
Reading, and we need to gather points from
those games.

Fortunately, we have no extra injury worries
after the hard game at Lincoln, and no
suspensions now that Steve Davis and Graham
Alexander have served their one-match bans.
We are going to need a very full squad - |
anticipate 15 or 16 players will be taking part in
games in the next week, to varying degrees.
Our point from Lincoln came from a match
which followed the pattern of recent games:
excitement and thrills, goals scored, goals
conceded. We could have won it, or lost it, so
perhaps the draw was right.

But we must look at the question of goals
conceded - 18 in the league, but 16 of them

away from home.

We have to wonder if
we are playing too
open a game in
away matches. We
probably were at York
and at Stoke, but less so
at Lincoln. The balance
has to be struck - and
you always have a
surprise element in
your favour if you
don’t sit back in
away games.

We won’t be sitting
back at the Stadium
of Light, and we
quietly fancy our
chances at Sunderland.
If we have our best
team available, we can
score against anyone,
and the key to it will be the
right mix of solid defence
and the ability to create, and
equally importantly accept,
scoring chances of our
own. | promise we will
give it our best shot, as
we will this afternoon.
We have made it a habit
to win the big games, as our

Worthington Cup run has proved. Let's all get
together this afternoon to keep that good habit

going.

Lennie Lawrence

Luton Town Football Club oofﬂc\al Matchday Programme




How can you
be so sure?

‘We’re going to beat
you 2-1 today.

Last Season

The Nationwide ‘Football
League saw an.Increase in
Attendanceé of 13:5%:
Why...?

The autharity. .

Cs 0115 840 44

For all the match predictions,
results, fixtures and news from
The Football League
visit the new Nationwide
football internet site at
www.football.nationwide.co.uk

It pays to decide...

Nationwide

The World's No.1 Building Society

The Quality of the Football

IT SEEMS a long time since | last wrote programme notes, and it is - Barnsley, in fact, and we
remain unbeaten since that great night put us into the quarter-finals of the Worthington Cup.

Then we went to Boreham Wood in the FA
Cup, for an unfamiliar Sunday game, and an
even more unfamiliar kick-off time of Tpm.
Despite the scoreline of 3-2 it was in fact a
comfortable victory as far as | was concerned.
With that sort of game the saying of “Get in,
get the job done and get out” could not be
more apt..

Having negotiated one banana skin, we now
have another against Hull next week.

| missed the game at Lincoln through
suspension, along with Grezza. Tippy, having
scored two at Boreham Wood, followed with
another at Sincil Bank, and he’s now two
goals in front of me, which is very
disappointing to say the least!

It's great, however, to have someone in double
figures before Christmas, and it's been
thoroughly deserved. Tippy’s had a great start
to the season after his troubles of last
year, and his good form was g
rewarded  with  another @
international cap for
Northern Ireland against
Moldova.

A repeat in the second
half of the season will,
for all you
mathematicians out
there, put Tippy on
20 goals, which for
any striker would
represent an
excellent  season.
But stay on your
toes, Tippy, because

MATCHWINNER: Stevo’s
header that completed

our win at Boreham Wood

in the FA Cup.

Stuart and | are after you!

Well done, as well, to big Dozza, who scored
his first senior goal for the club at Lincoln,
hopefully the first of many.

Today we welcome Manchester City, who are
just behind us in the table. It's a big game with
the teams level on points, so a win would be
very handy and help us consolidate a place in
the top six.

It goes without saying that a club like City
should be at least in the First Division, but you
don’t have a divine right to anything in
football and today hopefully we’ll show them
that we also feel we should be in a higher
league. No doubt they will bring good support
to make it a good atmosphere and hopefully a
good game.

Finally, 1 have to mention our game at
Sunderland, not only for myself being a
Sunderland supporter, but Tippy,
Trevor Hartley and Whitey all
have connections with
Sunderland or the North
East. It makes it a great
occasion to look forward
to, but more
importantly gives us a
realistic chance of
reaching the semi-
finals, which s
something | have
never yet done. A
good performance
and result today will
send us North in
good spirits to try and
make some happy
memories. Hope you
can all join us!.

Steve Davis
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WITH a hectic fixture list coming up, it is
pleasing to report that the treatment room is
not too busy at present, with little more than
the usual bumps and bruises collected at
Lincoln.

It was a hard match, so some aches and pains
were inevitable, but thankfully there was
nothing serious.

Marvin Johnson needed a little treatment on
the field after taking a bang on the head in a
crowded goalmouth when our first goal was
scored, but he is all right.

Phil Gray hurt an ankle, but was able to play
on after treatment. It was very sore, and he
was not able to train properly for the first part
of this week, but all the signs are that he will
be OK for this afternoon.

Kelvin Davis suffered a kick on the ankle, and
| took advantage of the fact that you are given
more time to treat goalkeepers on the pitch
than you are outfield players. Again he
suffered a little soreness, but has recovered.
Recovery is also the right word to describe the
very good progress Liam George is making
after his broken leg. He has come on much
quicker than expected, which is a tribute to
his general fitness and perhaps more
important his attitude.

A positive outlook can help a lot, and Liam is
proof. He still has a metal plate in one of the
bones he fractured in August, but has started
running again, although not yet at full speed.
Very often after ankle surgery there is a
problem with stiffness and mobility, but Liam
has not suffered too badly in that respect.

He is now building up fitness levels and
working to get the ankle strong again, and to
his credit is prepared to work hard. He is still
some way off consideration for competitive
football, but his progress is excellent.
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TENDER LOVING CARE: Marvin Johnson
gets treatment at Lincoln after suffering a
head injury in the build-up to our first goal.

Stuart Fraser has also worked well to
overcome injury. He is now back in full
training after his cartilage operation and could
be playing in the reserves in a couple of
weeks or so.

Working to regain fitness can be boring, so we
try to vary routines, and | am glad to say that
everyone at Luton Town appreciates the need
to have the right attitude - they all respond,
and work well.

Julian James will be the next to prove the
point: he has now had a lighter cast put on his
leg, and the real hard work for him will come
when that is taken off. In the meantime his
colleagues have told him he’s hobbling a lot
better!

Clive Groodvedl

Viva Pizza

Tel (01582) 486 586
Any Pizza, any size
Buy one...

Get one free!

(offer valid all season)
94 High Town Road, Luton

The Football Trust has been providing support for
football throughout the UK for 22 years.

A major new funding package made up of annual
contributions from The F.A. Premier League, The

Football Association, The English Sports Council, The

Football League and The Professional Footballers

Association has been added to the Trust’s pools derived

income to secure its future.
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THE FRIENDLY ACCOUNTANTS

\

Book-Keeping
Taxation and Wages etc.

*

GUILD HOUSE,
28 GUILDFORD STREET,
LUTON, BEDS, LU1 2NR

*

Tel: (01582)
Fax: (01582)

738792
423347
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The Trust has a major part to play in the success of the game

and will continue its vital grant support for lower division

clubs to complete the Taylor programme.

The Trust is about a great deal more than bricks and mortar: it can
handle grant aid programmes of every sort and provides essential help for the

game at all levels.

The commitment of the Government and the new funding partners to make full use of
the Trust's grant aid experience and expertise will have the support of everyone who
cares about the future of our national game.

W
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T heFootball Trust, Walkden House, 10, .tun};reet, London NWT1 2EB
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THE BOBBERS Travel Club and Town on Tour are both running coaches for our first visit to the Stadium of )
Light for the Worthington Cup quarter-final on Tuesday.

The Bobbers are charging £16.50, £13.50 for concessions, and their coaches leave Cranfield at 12.15 and
the Town ground at 1.15.

Town on Tour coaches - they expect to need plenty for this trip - will leave Maple Road at 1pm, calling at
Milton Keynes Coachway at 1.20. Fares are £17.50 for members of Luton Town Supporters Club, £19.50
for other adults. Concessions are £15.

Call at the Bobbers or Town on Tour kiosks today to book seats.

The road journey to Sunderland is a round trip of about 530 miles. The most direct route is north up M1,
onto M18 and then all the way up A1 and AT(M). Leave at Washington, junction 64, signposted to
Washington and Birtley and follow the signs to Sunderland. If you know the route to Roker Park, take that,
and before you get there you will see the Stadium of Light on your right. From Sunderland centre, cross the
bridge over the River Wear to reach the north bank, and turn right towards Seaburn, and the new stadium
will soon come into view.
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# SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER
TO LUTON TOWN

SUPPORTERS
# Any Luton supporter who buys a ticket ¥
. for our match with Millwall on X

December 19 and Wycombe Wanderers

(of the same value) for our home game
with Wigan on January 23.

SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE

Don’t know what to buy someone for Christmas?

Why not purchase a season ticket for our remaining league games? Pro rata prices, giving a
saving on normal matchday prices, are available from the ticket office. Or treat yourself!

BUY NOW - BEAT THE RUSH!

7 >
MACCLESFIELD TOWN v LUTON TOWN v
LUTON TOWN WIGAN ATHLETIC
Saturday December 12, kick-off 3pm Saturday January 23, kick-off 3 pm
This match is pay on the day only, and SEE ABOVE FOR A VERY SPECIAL FREE OFFER
terracing only. Admission: £10 adults, £6 RELATING TO THESE THREE MATCHES
concessions. Tickets now on sale
LUTON TOWN v LUTON TOWN v
A AL ' Saturd IS)EADllaN(Z;G kick-off
Saturday December 19, Aany i‘;m L
kick-off 3pm : et
Tickets for this match will go

Tickets now on sale : :
on sale at discounted prices

AFTER today’s game

Nationwide

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

LUTON TOWN v

WYCOMBE WDRS BOURNEMOUTH v
Saturday January 9, LUTON TOWN
kick-off 3pm Monday December 28, kick-off 3pm
Tickets now on sale Ticket details will be available ten days before
the game.
< )
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OUR commercial mascot today is 14-year-old Coralie Shaw, from
Dunstable, a member of a real Luton Town family. She comes to matches
with her parents, her brother and sister, and her granddad. Coralie goes to
Manshead Upper School, Dunstable, and as well as football she likes hock-

ey.
Matthew Spring and Steve Davis are her favourite players, and we hope she
enjoys meeting them and the rest of the team this afternoon.

OUR WIDE variety of sponsorship packages
enables us to welcome more commercial
guests than usual for today’s game.
Jacqueline Parker and John Bailey Jr will be
pleased to give information on how you can
enjoy an extra special day out watching the
Town - and it need not cost a fortune. Phone
them on Luton 411622 for details of what is
on offer.

We welcome all our match sponsors today.
One is a group of friends who have been sup-
porting the Town, home and away for around
30 years, which means they will have some
rather good memories of Maine Road on May
14, 1983! We hope it’s another good day for
John Allen, Tony Foley, Cliff Large, Martyn
Leach, Brian Leggetter, Dick Janes, Grant
Janes, Paul Janes and Graham Stansfield.

We are fortunate to have other good friends of

\and the other half to the fc)otball dub

the club back as match sponsors today, and
give a warm welcome to Ff)exllnk Systems Ltd,
of Milton Keynes. They provide tailor- made
and cost-effective handling solutions to meet
and grow with all business needs. We also
welcome our other match sponsors,
Grosvenor Casino, Plasmor, Gibbs & Dandy
and Mr C. J. Williams.

Rob Stringer, of Epic Records, is today’s
matchball sponsor.

Our thanks go to all sponsors - this'week’s sad
news about the Kohlerdome decision under-
lines again how important it is for the club to
raise revenue from every possible source to
help fund a team capable of going for promo-
tion. Without sponsors, it would %)e so much
harder, and we appreciate all the support we
get from the local community.

O TEASER

A STRIKER who made a dozen appearances for us three years ago turned up as a World

Cup player in France in the summer, and is now playing for Glasgow Celtic. Who is he?

Listen for the PA announcer to ask this question this afternoon - lf you know the answer
' you could win a prize. . .




/ Carol and John Brennan \
welcome you to

The Farmers Boy
Common Road, Kensworth
Real ales
(CAMRA ‘Good Beer Guide’)
Traditional Sunday lunches
£4.75 per person
Tel: (01582) 872207

4 Mac’s Bar k
80 Russell Street
Luton LU1 SEB
Tel: 01582 727848

Live music every Friday, Saturday and

Sunday Night
Karaoke every Monday night
Sky & Setanta Sports shown on Big
Screen TV

Green Man )
52 Duke Street
High Town Luton
01582 429893

Awful beer, poor service,
All welcome
Footie on the Giant Screen

[ The
Bedfordshire
Yeoman
Just a two-minute walk from the
ground. Food available on matchdays.
Supporters welcome.

214 Dallow Road, Luton
(01582) 30469

RED
Richard 3” %l-

welcomes

Hotel accomodation, good food and
fine selection of cask ales and lagers.
Kings Walden Rd, Offley

Tel: (01462) 768281 o

Drink a toast
to the Hatters
in these pubs

/" The Hansom Cab
‘Wigmore Lane
Stopsley, Luton, LU2 8AB
Tel: (01582) 727400

XMAS Party Menu; From only £7.95
for 2 courses, all served on our famous
17” big plates
Please phone for more details

£ The Brewerzf 9 )
22 Park Street, Luton
Tel: (01582) 31797
Disco on Thursday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday nights

(_a

WHITBREAD

CHILTERN INNS
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The Chequers
Park Road, Westoning
(off J12, M1)

For all live TV games
Tel: (01525) 713125

r The Boater

Fine traditional ales,
home cooked lunch and evening meals
Regular Jazz and live music evenings.
Quiz night every Tuesday

121 Ickenield Way,
Luton LU3 2JR
Tel: (01582) 575191

WE HAVE had a lot of
heroes at Kenilworth Road
over the years, and our
search for a Luton Legend
for the Football League’s
Hall of Fame threw up a
lovely mixed bag of
memories.

Gordon Turner topped the
list of 18 nominations, and
we give our grateful thanks
to all supporters who took
part in the poll.

Trevor Emery, of Brook
Street, Bedford, was typical
of those who recalled Turner
with great fondness. His
special memory: “I saw him
run rings round Billy Wright,
who was then the England
centre-half. Gordon was
explosive.”

In a hefty postbag, Shirley
Hobbs, of Meyrick Avenue,
Luton, sent in one of the
most interesting letters. Her
vote went to Bernard
Streten. “l have very fond
memories of Bernie,” she said. “As a teenage
girl | stood behind the goal on the Kenilworth
terrace. Every week we threw sweets to
Bernard, who collected them and put them into
his old tweed cap. He waved in
acknowledgement every time, and was very
popular with all the youngsters. He was a great
showman. It was often said he made easy saves
look difficult with his acrobatics and agility.
When he died a few years ago | wrote to his
widow, who replied by sending three
photographs of him in action, which | have had
framed as very special souvenirs of my favourite
Luton Town player.”

Ricky Hill was one of the more modern
nominations. Richard Marks, of Stewkley Road,
Soulbury, called him “only the most skilful
player ever seen at Kenilworth Road. His
presence and ability did so much to banish
racism from the terraces.”

And guess who Ed Clark, of Brockswood Lane,
Welwyn Garden City, was thinking of when he
wrote: “A great player and captain. He led by
example, always motivating others, and when
he left we went downhill.”

Gordon Turner

John Taylor, of Pelham Court,
Welwyn, nominated the
same skipper. “As a regular
supporter since the early 60s
I have seen some good teams
and great players - Ron
Davies, Bruce Rioch,
Malcolm Macdonald, John
Aston and David Moss to
name but a few. But the team
Steve Foster played in,
alongside Mal Donaghy, with
the likes of Les Sealey, Tim
Breacker, Ashley Grimes,
Danny Wilson, Dave Preece,
Brian Stein and the great
Ricky Hill and Mick Harford,
was the best. Fozzie was not
only a superb defender and
captain. He could be relied
on to stick a few goals away
every season. Reminds me of
someone in the current
team!”

Talking of current
personalities at Luton Town,
Stephen  Whitehead, of
Wingrave, nominated John
Moore - “a useful player, but a great coach and
a magnificent servant of the club.”

Brian Stein’s admirers included W. Roy
Franklin, of Tollgate Road, Colney Heath - “His
loyalty to Luton Town was fantastic, and his
greatest strength | believe was his work off the
ball.”

Loyalty was the word several used in putting
forward the name of Syd Owen. Vic Fussell,
from Two Mile Ash, Milton Keynes, rightly
described him as “A Superb servant to the club,
captain, an international, and a great
professional - and the only Luton player to win
the Footballer of the Year award.”

As a matter of policy we do not normally take
notice of anonymous letters, but we chuckled at
the unsigned nomination for Mick Harford -
“We called him God because he could take us
to heaven. He took a few centre-halves to the
cleaners as well.”

Our thanks go to all supporters who took the
trouble to write in, and to those who added
comments about this season’s matchday
magazine. Your letters, on any subject, are very
welcome.

Luton Town Football Club
e RS
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Manchester City’s last ten years - the full record Who's played for Man City this season...

2 Player Pos Lge Lge Age Ht Weight Prev. Club Int.
4 Apps Gls
6 ShaunGoater F 19 8 28 61 1110 BristolCity Bermuda
Gerard Wiekens D 19 25 61 [300 FCVeendam |
8 Nick Weaver G I8 19 63 1301 Mansfield
10 R B R TonyVaughan D 16 23 60 1102 Ipswich Eng Sch
12 iy i RichardEdghil D I5 24 59 1103 Eng U2I
i 1/ , KevinHorlock M [5 26 60 1200 Swindon Nlre
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When The Hatters have scored goals... and conceded them

Last 6 Results ..
Gillingham H 0-0
Wycombe A 0-1
Oldham A 3-0
| Colchester H 2-1
Reading H 0-1

Lincoln A 1-2

August : September October November  December

Hatters : 7th

JOE ROYLE Manager
| Joe Royle began his footballing career at Goodison park, making over 270
appearances for Everton and scoring 119 goals ( he remains in their record books as
the youngest player ever to represent the first team, at just 16 years and 288 days
old). He spent five seasons as Everton’s top scorer, bagging 23 goals in the
Championship-winning side of 1969-70 and winning his first England cap - one of
six - against Malta in 1971. City manager Tony Book bought Royle for £170,000 in
1974 and he went on to claim further honours as he helped the Blues to the League
Cup in 1976. He made a total of 119 appearances for Manchester City and scored
31 goals before leaving Maine Road in November 1977 to join Bristol City. He had
a further stint with Norwich City, but retired from the game in 1982 due to a bad
knee injury. Just three months later he took over the managerial reins at Oldham
Athletic, at which he stayed for ten tears, ironically turning down an offer to manage
Manchester City in 1989. The Latics became renowned for their cup giant-killing
- acts, reaching Wembley in 1990 in the final of the League Cup but suffering a 1-0
defeat by Nottingham Forest, and in the same season losing to Manchester United in the semi-final of the FA
Cup in a closely-fought tie played at Maine Road. After 68 years out of the top flight, the Latics were taken to
the then-First Division in 1991, and they remained there to become one of the original members of the
inaugural FA Premier League. After relegation to the First Division in 1994, Royle was allowed to speak to
Everton and he soon replaced under-fire Everton boss Mike Walker as Everton Manager. He rescued his old club
from a disastrous start to their season by quickly steering them to league safety, and in May the Toffees
experienced FA Cup glory by beating Manchester United 1-0 in the 1995 final. In his only full season as a
manager at Goodison Park he took Everton to sixth in the Premiership, and narrowly missed out on a UEFA Cup
place. Progress was maintained the following season when Everton were 6th from the top at Christmas until a
‘crop’ of injuries and poor results over a 10 week period meant that Royle and Everton parted ways on deadline
day, making way for Howard Kendall in March 1997. After 11 months out of the game, he accepted the
challenge to manage Manchester City in Febuary 1998.

Back row: Nigel Clough (now Manager of Burton Albion), Shaun Goater, Richard Jobson, Lee Crooks, Paul Beesley
(now Part Vale), Michael Brown (GK), Nick Weaver, Tommy Wright, Steve Rimmer, David Morley (now Southend),
Barry Conlon (now Southend), Murtaz Shelia, Ray Kelly
Middle Row: Les Chapman (Kit Manager), Ronnie Evans (Assistant Physiotherapist), Craig Russell, Chris Greenacre,
Neil Heaney, Gerard Wiekens, Ged Brannan (now Motherwell), Tony Vaughan, Kakhaber Tskhdadze, Lee Bradbury
(now Crystal Palace), lan Bishop, Kevin Horlock, Scott Hiley (now Southampton), Alan Bailey, Neil Morley, Alex
Stepney (Goalkeeping Coach), Frank Bunn (Youth Academy Coach)

Front Row: Asa Hartford (Reserve Team Coach), Andrew Porteous, Alan Reilly, Michael Brown, Paul Dickov, Gary
Mason, Joe Royle (Manager), Jamie Pollock (Captain), Willie Donachie (Head Coach), Jeff Whitley, Richard Edghill,
Jim Whitley, Danny Tiatto, Martin Phillips (now Portsmouth), Roy Bailey (Physiotherapist).
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John Babb Kevin Horlock

Shaun Goater

NICK WEAVER Goalkeeper

Giant keeper who stands 6ft 4in and is being tipped
to go right to the top. Started the season as number
one after impressing in pre-season games. Cost City
£100,000 when he was snapped up from Mansfield
Town. Has been learning his craft under former
Manchester United keeper Alex Stepney.

GARY MASON Midfield

Burst through from the junior ranks and looks a great
prospect. Made only two reserve team appearances
last season with eight games in the A team. Injury
held him back but he was called up for the first team
after strong pre-season performances. Regular youth
team player and a former Scottish international.
Scored first goal in 7-1 Worthington Cup win against
Notts County.

DANIEL ALLSOPP Striker

Recently been selected for the U-23 Australian
Olympic Soccer team and has recently played for
the U-21's and U-19's. In 1995 he won the Golden
Boot award at the Youth Championships when he
was top goal scorer. He had the chance of coming
to the UK two years ago but chose to stay in
Australia to finish his studies. Scored his first City
goal in time added on in the 2-0 win at Meadow
Lane. Tops 6ft and has been a prolific goal scorer in
the reserve side.

GERARD WIEKENS Midfielder/Central defender
After nine years with second division Dutch side
Veendam, Gerard actually agreed his move to
Manchester City in March of 1997 but flew back to
Holland as part of an agreement between both clubs
which allowed him to play out the rest of the season
with Veendam.

Making his debut for City against Portsmouth in
August, Gerard became an instant hero when he
scored City's second goal. Since then he has
maintained a regular place in City's first team.

TONY VAUGHAN Defender

Although Tony was on City's books for a spell as a
schoolboy, it was Ipswich who took on the versatile
defender as a trainee in 1994. He moved quickly
through the ranks, breaking into the first team at
Portman Road before injuring his knee during a visit
to Maine Road in 1995. After two full seasons in
Ipswich's first team, Tony began to catch the eye of
several bigger clubs - including City - and after a
much publicised transfer saga at the end of the
1996/97 season, he joined the Blues for a tribunal
fee of £1,350,000. Despite making a good showing
in pre-season games, Tony did not secure a regular
place in the first team until the final few games of
the 1997/98 season.

JIM WHITLEY Midfielder

22-year old midfielder Jim Whitley is a product of
City's highly successful youth development
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programme. A slow-starter, Jim didn't make his
debut until he was 22, but a highly impressive debut
it was, replacing captain Gerard Wiekens in the FA
Cup 3rd Round tie against Bradford City in the
1997-98 season, playing in his favoured central
midfield role alongside younger brother Jeff. And,
like Jeff, Jim was selected for the Northern Ireland
squad in Febuary 1998 and made his debut against
Spain in June 1998. He was also bestowed with the
]998dManchester City Young Player of the Year
award.

CRAIG RUSSELL Forward

Craig Russell has been a die-hard Sunderland fan all
his life, but that didn't stop him taking up Frank
Clark's offer to join City. he made his League debut
aged 17 following prolific goal scoring at youth
team level, where he once scored five goals in half-
an-hour in a game against Hartlepool. Russell was
top scorer in Sunderland's promotion-winning side
of 1995/96 and became a firm crowd favourite.
Frank Clark followed his progress but failed in an
attempt to bring the striker to Maine Road in the
summer of 1997. He finally succeeded in signing
the player in November after a £1 million pound
swap deal that sent Nicky Summerbee to the
Stadium of Light. Craig made 17 full appearances
last season, scoring his first goal for City against
Portsmouth in January.

KEVIN HORLOCK Defender/Midfielder

Kevin Horlock became Frank Clark's first buy for the
club when he signed a four and a half year contract
on 31st January 1997, departing Steve McMahon's
Swindon Town to make the move to Maine Road. A
versatile player who usually plays left-back or left-
midfield, Kevin stared his career as an apprentice at
West Ham before making the move to the County
Ground in the 1992/93 season. He was a virtual
ever-present in the Swindon side during his time at
the club, and his 16 goals during the 1995/96
season alerted Frank Clark, who trailed the progress
of Horlock while he was manager at Nottingham
Forest. Clark finally got his man a month after taking
the hot seat at Maine Road, and Kevin made his
debut for City in the Blues’ 4-1 rout of Oxford in
Febuary, scoring his first goal for the club against
Swindon Town later that month. Kevin was an ever-
present in the team until an injury sustained against
West Brom last December forced him out of
contention until April. He made his comeback
against Wolves at Molineux, contributing a goal in a
macth which ended 2-2.

PAUL DICKOV Foward

Paul Dickov was Alan Ball’s last signing for
Manchester City, making the move to Maine Road
from Arsenal on the 22nd August. A trainee for
Arsenal in the late 1980’s, Dickov - an under-21
international for Scotland - managed to climb the
ranks into the senior squad, making his Highbury

debut for the first team against Southampton in
March 1993. However, the presence of fellow
strikers lan Wright, Paul Merson and Kevin
Campbell in the Arsenal forward line restricted
Paul’s chances to secure a permanent place in the
side, and loan spells followed at Luton Town and
Brighton. The Majority of Dickov’s appearances in
his last two seasons at Highbury were made in
Arsenal’s reserve team, and the opportunity of first
team football at Maine Road was a factor which led
to his departure from the Londoners in August. Paul
made his full debut for the Blues in the 2-1 defeat of
Charlton Athletic on the 2nd September 1996, and
went on to make 28 more appearances in the
League, scoring 5 goals along the way. He made a
further 21 appearances the following season,
finishing off as City’s top goalscorer.

RICHARD EDGHILL Defender

A product of City’s youth development programme,
Richard had an early taste of first-team action when
he played in a Manchester City v Manchester
United testimonial game at the end of the 1991/92
season. He made his league debut against
Wimbledon at Selhurst Park in September 1993,
and, after a number of impressive performances,
City rewarded him with a four-year contract in
October 1993. One of the club’s brightest young
talents, Richard already has the honour of
representing the England at both Under 21 and ‘B’
team level. He was also picked by England boss
Terry Venables to attend a senior England training
session; this was despite the fact that most of
Richard’s 1994/95 season was interrupted by injury,
resulting in him making only 16 appearances for
City’s first team. In another cruel twist, Richard
severed his cruciate ligament whilst playing against
Leeds United in December 1995 and consequently
missed the rest of the 1995/96 season. Richard
reported fit for the 1997/98 campaign, making his
first appearance of the season against Nottingham
Forest in September. He signed a new contract for
the Blues in May 1998.

SHAUN GOATER Attack

Joe Royle signed Shaun Goater from Bristol City in
March 1998 in an attempt to bolster his strike force.
Goater began his English football career as a trainee
with Manchester United before joining Rotherham
United, making over 200 appearances for the
Yorkshire club. He scored his first goal for City
against Stockport County in April, and went on to
score an impressive brace in the ill-fated final game
against Stoke City which, despite the 5-2 outcome,
led to the Blues’ relegation to Division Two. Shaun
has had valuable experience in the lower leagues
and will be keen to use it to his advantage in the
1998/99 season.

IAN BISHOP Midfielder
lan Bishop embarked on his second spell at Maine

Road after leaving Harry Rednapp’s West Ham
United and signing for Manchester City towards the
end of the 1997/98 season. Having spent one
successful season with the Blues in the late 1980’s,
the fan’s favourite made the return to try and help
City stave off relegation. He made four full
appearances last season.

MICHAEL BROWN Midfield

A product of Manchester City’s Youth
Developement programme, Michael began to make
inroads into City’s first team at the beginning of the
1995/96 season after having established himself as
one of the star players in City’s Youth Team.
However, his City debut - against QPR - was marred
by a controversial sending off after only minutes of
him coming on as substitute. Putting this
disappointment aside, Michael continued to fight
for a place in the first team squad. His determination
and work rate paid off, and by the end of the
1995/96 season he had made 28 league
appearances as well as picking up City’s Young
Player of the Year award. Michael made his debut
for the England under-21 squad in April 1996 in
their friendly against Croatia, and the following
summer he travelled with the same squad to a
tournament in Toulon, France. He spent the most
part of the 1996/97 playing in City’s reserve team,
but was given another chance to impress after Joe
Royle’s arrival. He returned with a vengeance, to
such an extent that the city supporters elected
Michael their Player of the Year for 1998.

LEE CROOOKS Midfield

Lee Crooks made his full debut appearance at Port
Vale in September 1996 after having successfully
come through the ranks of City’s youth and reserve
teams. He signed schoolboy forms for City as a 14-
year-old before being sent to the Lilleshall School of
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