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More feline pain

for sorry Luton

® ASSURED: Teenager Stuart Fraser enjoyed a confident return to
first team action and was one of the Hatters’ botter players.
]

JUST two weeks ago Hull City’s Tigers hum-
bled Lennic Lawrence’s Pussycats out of the
FA Cup. On Saturday, it was the turn of Mill-
wall’s Lions to deliver another Kenilworth
Road mauling!

Luton Town have lost the winning habit and face a dif-
ficult struggle to recapture it.

With games against in-form Reading and Bournemouth
over Christmas that will not be easy and Town need to
improve fast if they are to avoid a very unhappy New Year
in the bottom half of the Division Two table.

feline nicknames!

Saturday’s unconvincing performance saw the Hatters
drop further off the play-off” pace after goals from Neil
Harris and Lucas Neill helped bogey team Millwall to a
third successive victory at Luton,

I ever there was a gameo (o miss and catch up on a bit of
last-minute Christmas shopping then this was the one for
Hatters fans.

Santa Claus himself would have struggled to deliver a
more generous gift than the three points a lacklustre Luton
team handed over to Millwall,

Graham Alexander, Sean Livers, Mitchell Thomas and
Ray McKinnon were all missing from the starting line-up
but the two experienced replacements Andee Scarlett
and Stuart raser were arguably the best Hatters players
on the piteh,

Searlett hugged the touchline to great effect in his first
full start for the Hatters, his trickery on both lanks caus-
ing the only consternation in a well-drilled Millwall
defence

garrier

Former youth team captain Fraser was assured at left
back, having only played one reserve game after a carti
lage operation. But aside from the teenage duo, most
Luton players were below thoir bost

Conlidence s currently at a low in the Kenilworth Road
camp and the Hatters need to overcome the mental barrier
of winning again = quickly!

“After every game we don't win, it becomes more
unportant to win the next one,” Lawrence reflected on his
side’s concerning deeline i form after this latest disap
pointing offering

The Hatters have now pone six gamoes without o lenpue
victory, More significantly, they have tratled at some stape
i cach of those games and never really threatened u \\'i‘l‘l.

Apainst Millwall, a string of missed chances early in the
game saw the home eam'’s confidence gradually subside
after o domimant fiest half=hour, }

Paul Showler, making his first start since May 1997,
showed signs of rust in front of goal as ho squandered
three chances in the first ten minutes.

Just lhrpu minutes into the game, Showler drove o pood
opportunity straipht at Millwall captain Scott Hitzgerald,

Shortly afterwards, he completely flufted his shot from
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five yards out after Phil Gray's cross from theng
Lucky to get a second chance, the 32-year
fielder then stabbed the ball wide.
In between, Steve Davis had a 20-yard dave
wide and headed over Showler's cross.

Top scorer Gray was also guilty of carelessaess
of goal. The Northern Ireland international sav
effort deflected wide from eight yards and then ¥
better opportunity when, after good work by Sh
Stuart Douglas, he delayed his shot and allowed
koeper Nigel Spink to turn his close range shot

Douglas was his usual industrious s¢
Spink once the entire afternoon and And
Gth-minute introduction o form a threw
did little to pep up the Hatters' front-line.

After Luton's wastelulness in l‘l\l\m of g
first-half, there was more than an aco!
Millwall’s first goal, What wasn't inevitabloy

a rare mistake from skipper Steye Davis

Davis misdirected his header into the
Spink’s long punt and the Millwall fory
ished the Hatters captain by shooting
Davis

Ihe visitors pushed for
val with Macvin Johnson lueky (0
for an carly trip on St
striker Paul Shaw drilled t
Kelvin Davis' midutll, N

P Cahill then saw his nsin;{vshul {14
top corner after a Matthew Spru
over when a square ball could hi
any one of three Millwall players
box.

Only on 68 minutes did Luton 8¢
goal for the first tme alter

with a low drive that shaved

A minute later, Davis had foroed
for his carlior erron
in a crowded penalty bos (o

all past Spink o Lenp; -arlett, Paul McLaren, Stuart Douglas, Phil Gray

ner and squeeze (he ball past St Joed GV S €nnje | : - Andre Scarlett, iadis, 64). S

it e penlootd ol < awrence said afterwards: e’d . Jler (Andrew Fotiadis, 64). Sub

On 78 minutes, | i;““;::‘i: "‘;‘"w\\ in s ] Wem\:eﬁm ten or 15 min?xlt(eisdfittcxl;“li;ﬁslﬂa\g k\;VeLcn (Alan Whn[vf, 718),11’1311211?122?1“ (Anc ?

NMhite i o sh Davis Eren’ > od: Michae ) :
W h"“' “‘l““l“ {0 pus o M oy 1Lgood enough. It’s as simple as that. not "SL({;,AliL, Nigel Spink, Gerard Lavin, Robbie Ryan, |
'";‘il\ (‘:""“ : v for Luton ihe luclix‘*!‘ M‘mcl““" o reak was ag good as I have seen in the ,M”J‘L a1 J 'mie Stuart, Scott Fitzgerald, Steven Reid [
l»mlllly”llf(illzlt‘li:f 3\'il;lil\ moments of his ‘",“Qh:\\"‘ g ot | mbarrassed us at times and Tém Callzll:)lékt::)n 72L) Riclly Newman (Keith Stevens, 46), ¢

H oA L s Byndled OV S - (Danny Y ill. Sub not used: [
exoaped a red card when he bUt ey, 2Vis Up which was a bit of a gamble but ~ Neil Harris, Paul Shaw, Lucas Neill. S J

e : S dli
Was up there he had more shots and ~ Richard Sadlier.
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avoid at st Man’:]MRVEL: Steve Davis netted his tenth goal of the season to level the scores by

von Reid, Trprosste x‘\“ W Spring’s inswinging corner past former Aston Villa keeper Nigel Spink.
VO 3 noohich R
. enhsequent {iee = '
e Halters defender was cautioned and Shaw’s  headers on goal than our midfield and front people had put
€ lree

kick again forced a save out of Kelvin  together.”

Nevertheless, Lawrence admitted that remoying /Da‘vis from
defence was instrumental in the defeat, adding: “If I cong
wind the clock back I'd have put five at the back but you can’t
always be right. :

“Every game here we find ou[’_sellvc; usin .
cover the deficiencies in the starting 112 A
ht but today the changes we made

2 \\\‘l‘N
L

sppor e 0\ ;
g ¢ RUIE A

arri ed in Neill’s winning goal, receiving
s

d5trop clever touch before teasing Gavin
;{,s“pponga lrun lgwargls goal. :

0% i g“gSIde him, Shaw chose to feed the
RKelyiy at}r51 into the Hatters penalty box
VIS with a low drive inside his near

we teed up
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slously (et g the subs and jug-

tho break, S
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gling it around to 1 (h
lot of times we’ve got it g (
7 1 e e, lost us it.”
to try and win the game, : : e
H/iTTERS: Kelvin Davis, Gavin McGowan, Stuart
Fraser, Matthew Spring, Steve Davis, Marvin Johnson,
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Opponents

August Score Scorers
Sat 8 Wycombe 1-0 Davis (S) 36 52520 10
Tues 11 OXFORD UTD (WC1) 2-3 Alexander 59 (pen), 63 (pen) 3,165 -
Sat 15 PRESTON | Marshall 54 5,392 7
Tues 18 Oxford Utd (WC1) 3-1 Gray 37, Evers 48, McLaren 70 5,099 =
Sat 22 Reading 0-3 18108° 12
Sat 29 COLCHESTER 2-0 Douglas 62, Davis (S) 82 5,005 9
Mon 31 Wigan Athletic 3-1 Davis (S) 41, Evers 78, Gray 81 3,778 5
September
Sat 5 BURNLEY 1-0 Douglas 47 5,554 2
Tues 8 Wrexham 1-1 McKinnon 36 2,951 3
Sat 12 BRISTOL ROVERS __ 2-0 Davis (S) 7, Alexander 9 5,558 3
Tues 15 Ipswich (WC 2) 1-2 Douglas, 60 9,032 -
Sat 19 Blackpool 0-1 5,695 5
Tues 22 IPSWICH(WC 2) 4-2 Fotiadis 52, Douglas 83, Davis (S) 99
Johnson 120 5,655 =
Sat 26 WALSALL 0-1 5,530 7
October
Sat 3 Fulham 3-1 Gray 3, Douglas 48, Davis (S) 65 11,856 7/
Sat 10 York City 3-3 Douglas 22, Evers 43, Gray 55 3,780 4
Sat 17 OLDHAM 2-0 Gray 82, Scarlett 90 5,447 4
Tues 20 NORTHAMPTON 1-0 Alexander 19 6,087 3
Sat 24 Gillingham 0-1 5,602 4
Tues 27 COVENTRY (WC 3)  2-0 Gray 50, Davis (S) 78 9,051 -
November
Sat 7 Stoke City 1-3 Douglas 81 12,964 6
Tues 10 BARNSLEY (WC4) 1-0 Gray 82 8,435 -
Sun 15 Boreham Wood (FA1) 3-2 Gray 33, 53, Davis (S) 76 1,772 -
Sat 21 Lincoln City 2-2 Gray 43, Doherty 76 4,893 6
Sat 28 MANCHESTER CITY 1-1 Doherty 76 9,070 1
December
Tue 1 Sunderland (WC5) 0-3 35,742 -
Sat 5 HULL CITY(FA2) 1-2 Davis (S) 36 5,021 -
Sat 12 Macclesfield 2-2 Douglas 3, Gray 90 2,905 8
Sat 19 MILLWALL 1-2 Davis (S) 69 5939 =11
Sat 26 READING H Noon
Mon 28 Bournemouth A 3
January
Sat 2 Colchester A 3
Tues 5 WALSALL (AWS 2) H 7.45
Sat 9 WYCOMBE H 3
Sat 16 Preston A 3
Sat 23 WIGAN ATHLETIC H 3
Sat 30 BOURNEMOUTH H 3
February
Sat 6 Bumnley A 3
Sat 13 WREXHAM H 3
Sat 20 Bristol Rovers A 3
Sat 27 BLACKPOOL H 3
March
Sat 6 Walsall A 3
Tues 9 FULHAM H 7.45
Sat 13 STOKE CITY H 3
Sat 20 Chesterfield A 3
Sat 27 GILLINGHAM H 3
April
Sat 3 Oldham Athletic A 3
Tues 6 YORK CITY H 7.45
Sat 10 Northampton A 3
Wed 14 Manchester City A &)
Sat 17 LINCOLN CITY H 3
Sat 24 Notts County A 3
May
~Sat1 ~~ MACCLESFIELD H 3
~'SAT8  Millwall A g
- TBA NOTTS COUNTY H, CHESTERFIELD H
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Up to December-19 1998 o /-}_pps 5 Czoals
W-D- L F APts ayer ge Cup Lge Cup
Fulham 21 14 3 4 33 16 45 Graham Alexander 18(0) 9(0) 2 2
Walsall 22 14 3 5 33 24 45 Herve Bacqué 24) 120 0 0
Stoke City 22 14 2 6 30 16 44 Jimmy Cox 2(2)° 11 00
Preston 24-10- 7 4 372 37 Kelvin Davis 20(0) 9(0) 0 0
Gillingham 29- 9 40--3 33 18 37 gﬁeve %aw_s 19(0) 9(0) 6 4
Bournemouth 20 9 6 5 32 21 33 G?;%Oﬁ;/f; 3§2§ ggg; g g
i 2 6 6

fﬂ';lf;;ﬁ{f'e‘d 2;_ 2 5 2 ;g’ gg Stuart Douglas ~ 18(0) 7(1) 6 2
Reading 59 8 7 6 95 27 31 SeanEvers  19(0) 9(0) 2 1
Wigan Athletic 22 8 6 8 28 22 30 /é‘*t”dre"‘f;FO“ad'S 18) 12 0 1
LUTONTOWN 20 8 6 6 27 23 30 | |° “a“G raser ;(@ 0(0) 0 0
Manchester C 22 7 9 6 25 21 30 P'I%T‘Grae;’ge ; 9(%)) gég; g g
sfrikcpgl :223 ; g ; gg :2;; g? Marvin Johnson 18(0) 8(0) O 1
ColchesterUtd 21 "6 8 7 21 25 26 | |RwightMarshall  3(1) 3(0) 1 0
: N Gavin McGowan 16(1) 9(0) 0 0
Bristol Rovers 22 5 10 7 24 25 25 Michael Mcindoe  8(2) 2(3) 0 0
Wrexham. 225560 7 9520129700 Ray McKinnon 16(1) 6(1) 1 0
Northampton 22 5 9 8 21 23 24 Paul McLaren 34) 33) 0 1
ey vy B S S BE S| fenvana S8 0 60
olts:Gounty = 21 | |Andre Scarlett 11) 00) 1 0
Macclesfield - 22. 4 9.9 19 28 21 Paul Showler 1(1) 0{0) 0 0
Wycombe Wdrs 21 4 7 11 20 27 _19 Matthew Spring 20(0) 8(1) 0 0
Oldham 224 612 2035 18 | |Michell Thomas — 9(5)3(0) 0 0
Lincoln City 22 3" 4-1552142" 13 |Alan White 309) 1(3) 0 0

|

BOX(S

PLAYER

Graham Ale

Steve Davis
Liam Georg
Phil Gray

Michael Mcl

Alan White
Jimmy Cox

Sean Evers

Total

Gavin McGowan

Mitchell Thomas
Marvin Johnson

Stuart Douglas

Paul McLaren

Gary Doherty

Ray McKinnon
Matthew Spring
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NDINGS

(No. of Top Hatter

awards won)
Graham Alexander
Steve Davis
Matthew Spring
Phil Gray
Marvin Johnson
Sean Evers
Ray McKinnon
Kelvin Davis
Stuart Douglas
Gavin McGowan
Andre Scarlett
Mitchell Thomas
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® SCARLETT:

against Millwall.

N

Top Hatter

- pICTURES by Gareth Owen —



