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LENNIE Lawrence moved swiftly to find a replacement for Steve Davis after the centre-
half and skipper insisted for personal reasons on a return to Burnley, turning down the
best contract offer Luton Town have ever made to any player.

Sean Dyche, 28, best known as skipper of the Chesterfield side that stormed to the FA
Cup semi-finals a couple of years ago, has joined us on a month’s loan from Bristol City.
It gives him the chance to rebuild his career after an unhappy time with injuries, and
depending on how things go the central defender’s loan period could be extended.
He made his debut for us in Tuesday’s Auto Windscreens Shield match against Walsall,
and we hope he enjoys his time with us - and enjoys better results too!

Midfielder Gerry Harrison is also with us, on loan from Sunderland, and has played in
our last three games, and this week a third signing was made. Landry Zahana-Oni,
born on the Ivory Coast, has joined us for a nominal fee from Bromley, of the Ryman
Premier League. He plays on the left side of midfield, and impressed in a trial game
with the reserves, when he scored in a 3-0 victory, outshining one Rory Allen in the
process (See page 42).

MARVIN Johnson has taken over the captaincy, for the time being at least, after the
departure of Steve Davis. We recap his career on page 7, and naturally wish him well
as we try to get our season moving again.

The 30-year-old defender said: “I'm still enjoying my football, even if it doesn’t get any
easier when the results are not so good. But we still have a chance of getting into the
play-offs. We need to hit the sort of form we showed in the cup-ties. Two or three good
results could make all the difference.”

WE WERE very sorry that the Boxing Day match against Reading had to be called off
after the deluge that swamped Luton in the previous 24 hours. The decision was a
formality when referee Lee Cable made a
breakfast-time inspection. He might have
been quietly pleased that it was an easy
decision: he was the luckless ref at
Colchester in October who started their
game with Bournemouth, then had to call
it off at half-time as the pitch became more
and more waterlogged. Colchester had no
arguments about it, but their fans were not
too happy - Colchester had gone four
games without a win, and were leading 3-
1 when a halt was called.

PHIL GRAY and Paul McLaren are to team
up for a fans’ forum at Kenilworth Road.
They will be the guests at Luton Town
Supporters Club’s next meeting, in the Eric
Morecambe Lounge on Thursday January
28 (7.30). Admission will be £2 for LTSC
members, £3 for others, and tickets are on
sale before and after today’s game from the

Well cleared: Sean Dyche, on his Town
debut, gets the ball away from Jason
Brissett during Tuesday’s Auto

Supporters Club kiosk in Kenilworth Road. (Al match against Walsall
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EARLY EXIT: Lennie Lawrence took his share of
the blame as an experimental team was
outplayed by Walsall on Tuesday night in the
Auto Windscreens Shield. The visitors, going
strong for promotion, fielded a full-strength side,
while Lennie chose to blood youngsters in the
hope he would learn good things from them.
Injuries played their part, with Graham
Alexander, Mitchell Thomas, Marvin Johnson,
Ray McKinnon and Paul Showler all unavailable.
Emerson Boyce made his debut at right back, and
teenager Tresor Kandol was also given his first
taste of senior football as a substitute.

In the event, admitted Lawrence, we were boys
against men, despite the addition of the
experienced Sean Dyche.

The worst moment was when we were two down
and awarded a penalty when Adrian Viveash
clattered into Andrew Fotiadis. Herve Bacque,
only recently restored to first team duties, scuffed
his shot, and it was easily saved, and Walsall
added their third goal with 11 minutes to go.

TONIC: Every player on the Town’s books supported a Club visit to the children’s
wards of the Luton and Dunstable Hospital at Christmas, to add a little cheer to the
lives of youngsters who wished they were at home. Our picture shows Graham
Alexander and Phil Gray with two of the young patients, Joe Smith and Cameron
Forbes, who are both five. We particularly liked Joe’s style, waiting for the doctors
while wearing a Luton Town shirt.

NEW HATTER: Contents £ e \ Chairman and
» 2. Inside Forward 24. Top Hatters Gallery s ;
Sean Dyche on B liann o lawrence 27. It Happened This Day Managing Director
his Luton Town 6. Club News from Cherry ~ 28. Into the Archives 5 Dal‘illd Kohler
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debut after bein Newbery
,ebu after being 7. Marv in Charge 33. On the Net
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Bristol City, one 9. ouli Marat;on M?n bl /QCUOH Replay C.S. Bassett, C.T.F Green,
11. Tickets and Trave - keserves
: of thr.ee pl.ayers T G e Diton Tiisieeat N.S. Terry
recruited in the 17 \elcome to Wycombe ~ 46. Statistics e P v
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A HATATRICK DEALIFOR'HATTERS
MEMBERS

1. 20% Discount on Gate Price

2. Pay gate price and get Free
Winter Membership Dec-Feb 99

3. Discounted rate for 1 years
membership

Whipsnade

HATTERS 1011

WILDPANIMAL PARK

TELEPHONE 0990 200123
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND ADVANCE BOOKINGS

AS WE prepare for our second home
game this week, I realise supporters will
be as disappointed as | was with our Auto
Windscreens Shield defeat on Tuesday.

| selected a team to try to assess the depth of
our squad, promoting several youngsters into
the starting Xl in the hope their performances
would encourage me to consider them for
places in today’s league side.

Walsall fielded a full-strength team which is
playing with a lot of confidence and proved to
be much too good for us. The objective had
been to make it a close game, and hopefully
win it, but in fairness to the young players |
have to say that perhaps too many were
selected simultaneously. Nevertheless, anyone
able to stand on his own two feet in that
environment would have had a chance of
being considered today. Unfortunately, the
occasion was too much for too many players,
but I am sure their time will come again.

It's a different occasion today as we welcome
Wycombe, our opponents in 90 degrees of
heat on the first day of the season, when we
beat them 1-0. It seems a long time ago.
Wycombe had a poor start to the campaign,
but have picked up considerably over recent
months.

A home defeat against York last week, followed
by an Auto Windscreens reverse at the hands
of Brentford, will have been disappointing,
and they will be looking to bounce back today.
They are a strong, well-organised team,
playing to a tried and tested system. The onus
is on us to break them down, make chances,
and score goals.

There will be many changes in our team from
Tuesday night’s, although we are currently
going through our worst spell of the season for
injuries to senior players - Graham Alexander,
Mitchell Thomas, Gavin McGowan, Ray

McKinnon and Paul Showler are all likely to
be ruled out, although we will be able to
recall Marvin Johnson, Matthew Spring and
Kelvin Davis.

We were disappointed not to win at
Colchester last week, when | thought we
marginally deserved three points, especially
after taking the lead twice.

Obviously, we are at a stage where we now
have to dig deep. Today marks the half-way
point of the season for us, and we have played
three more away games than at home, so our
league position is slightly false. This is going
to be a key month, with three of our next four
games here at Kenilworth Road. We need to
win a couple at least to get back on track.

We have taken steps to add to the
squad, and we welcome Gerry
Harrison, Sean Dyche and
Landry Zahana-Oni. | hope
they enjoy their football with

us. And | appreciate that
supporters enjoy their
football when we are
winning. It's what we
all want, and if we all
get together, manager,
coaches, players and
crowd, we can put the
recent sticky patch
behind us. Enjoy the
game.

Lennic
Lanwrence
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IN WISHING everyone a very happy New
Year, my thanks to all supporters for their
generosity at the Millwall match. The bucket
collection for the Mayor of Luton’s
Christmas Appeal, for the benefit of elderly
people in the community, raised £477.32, an
excellent response.

The carol service also produced money for
charity - thank you for supporting that as
well, and as a result we have been able to
give £400, plus donations, to the local
children’s hospice appeal and St. Mary’s
church.

We were all sorry that the Boxing Day match
against Reading had to be postponed. We
were all geared up for it, and of course
Boxing Day matches are traditionally among
the best-supported games of the season.

The referee had no option, and as it happens
the heavens opened again round about 1 pm
that day, so even if the match had been
started it would not have finished.

We have not yet been able to agree a new
date for the Chesterfield game, but two other
re-scheduled fixtures, both home games, are
now sorted out.

The Notts County match, postponed because
we were engaged in the Worthington Cup,
will be played on Tuesday February 23, with
a 7.45 kick-off. The match against Reading

will be a month later, on March 23, also with
a 7.45 kick-off.

| can now give details about our “home from
home” venue for reserve team matches. As
you will probably recall, we had expected to
switch mid-winter games in the Avon
Insurance Combination to Hitchin Town, to
reduce wear on the Kenilworth Road pitch.
That was not possible because Hitchin
themselves had pitch problems, so we had to
look at other possible venues. We are very
grateful that Leighton Town were willing to
help us out, and Monday’s reserve match
against Wimbledon (7pm) be played there.
Admission will be £2, £1 for junior and
senior citizens. | hope supporters will not
find it too inconvenient, but | am sure you
realise we have to do everything we can to
ensure Kenilworth Road is a good surface for
our first team.

On the subject of fixtures, please note that
our youth team’s South East Counties League
game scheduled for January 2 will now be
played at the end of the season, March 20.
Hopefully, the lads will already be
champions again by then!

Cherry Newbery
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THE DECISION by Steve Davis to leave Kenilworth Road to return to Burnley meant we had to
find a new skipper as well as a replacement centre-half, and it did not take Lennie Lawrence long
to give the captain’s armband to Marvin Johnson.

It was a logical choice - “Marvellous Marv” is
easily the longest-serving Luton Town player
currently in the first team squad, having joined
us as an apprentice in the summer of 1985.
He grew up in Aylesbury and first came into
the Luton Town set-up while still a schoolboy.
Today, he has well over 300 appearances
behind him, and it would surely have been
many more but for injuries. He has coped
with those like a true professional, and Lennie
Lawrence is not the first in the hot seat at
Kenilworth Road to speak of Marvin as a
“manager’s player.”

Your reporter still remembers Marv’s debut, up
at Goodison Park in February 1988. It was the
third round of the Simod Cup, which was
not quite at the top of Ray Harford’s list of
priorities that season. We were
comfortably mid-table in the First Division
(the Premiership as it is now) and
had drawn at Oxford in the
first leg of the
Littlewoods Cup
semi-final, with the
second leg still to
come. The FA Cup
fifth round was
also due four days
after the match at
Everton, so Harford
fielded an under-
strength team. He
handed debuts to David
Oldfield, Paul Gray, Ricky
McEvoy and Johnson, and
even your reporter, ever
the optimist, watched in

stunned wonder as Oldfield netted twice and
Johnson played brilliantly in defence. We won
2-1, and the youngsters had to wait a little
longer for the chance to establish themselves
as a team led by Steve Foster reached the
FA Cup semi final, played shambolically to lose
to Reading in the Simod final, and then put us
all on cloud nine by beating Arsenal to lift the
Littlewoods Cup.
Johnson became a Town regular a couple of
years later, but had to learn to fight back after
various injuries, including a broken jaw and a
couple of Achilles tendon problems.
Lesser players would have been finished by
any of several blows Johnson suffered,
but he came back every time, and his
colleagues have always appreciated
his qualities, if not the occasional
own goals! He was the players’
player of the year for the 1994/95
season, after making vyet
another brilliant return after
serious injury.
And having mentioned the
occasional own goal, it has to
be said Johnson has netted
nine at the right end in 334
appearances so far. The
header to see off Ipswich in
injury-time in the Worthington
Cup in September will surely long
be remembered. And on the subject of
long service, five more games will
bring Johnson level with our other
long-serving defender, Julian
James, who is now on the
mend after a broken leg.
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THE TURN of the year has seen the treatment room busier than it has been all season, and to add to the
usual football-related injuries, the flu bug causing national news has hit some of our younger players.
Fortunately, being very fit, they do not suffer from it too badly.

We have not offered flu jabs because there are two
schools of thought about how good they are:
sometimes the jab itself, which is an injection of
the virus, can bring on flu. As it happens, the strain
doing the rounds at the moment is more of a chest
viral infection, and the traditional flu jab would
have had no effect on it anyway.

Gavin McGowan is the first team man who
suffered most from the virus. He tried to train, but
it was soon clear that was not helping his recovery,
and that means he is very doubtful for today’s
game.

And as it never rains without pouring Graham
Alexander is also doubtful for today. Having just
come back from a hamstring strain, he received a
nasty kick on the ankle at Colchester, and it has
been badly swollen, and black and blue, all week.
There might also be some ligament damage, but a
firm diagnosis had to wait for the swelling to ease.
And to make it three fullbacks in the treatment
room, Mitchell Thomas has been hit by a groin
strain. It was affecting him to some degree at
Colchester, and while he always wants to keep
playing he has had to be told that he needs rest
and treatment to put things right.

Goalkeeper Tanny Abbey, incidentally, also picked
up a groin strain this week, overstretching to gather
a high ball in the Walsall match, so we can be very
pleased that Kelvin Davis is 100 per cent fit, and
can return today after being rested from that game.
Ray McKinnon, who was injured a month ago
against Hull, is making slow progress, but his
hamstring is still not quite right, and it seems
unlikely he will be fit enough to be considered for
today’s match.

Sean Dyche made his debut for us against Walsall,
and soon knew he was back in senior football,
taking a whack on the head. It caused a lump and
bruising but he soon shook it off, and is now
looking forward to his first league game for some
time. He and Gerry Harrison, our other loan
signing, are both working hard to return to full
match fitness after spells without first team
football.
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Paul Showler - back for just three games, including
one as a sub, but now on the injured list again.

Finally, luckless Paul Showler is back on the
injured list. He has gone through a dreadful year
or so, and it is a bitter blow for him to start getting
back into the swing of league football only to
suffer yet one more injury. It might be a hernia
problem, and we are getting a specialist’s opinion.
But to offer a little good news for the new vyear, |
am glad to report that broken leg victims Liam
George and Julian James are both on the mend.
Liam might be able to resume training in two or
three weeks, although we will be very careful with
the timing, and it might be delayed while grounds
are heavy. Julian is doing rehab work in the gym,
and has just started jogging. We will all be pleased
for them, as much as for the club, when they are
both restored to full fitness again.

Oll‘\/o @loooll/]éa\f

AT A TIME of the year when goodwill and
generosity should be to the fore, we make no
apologies for telling the story of a Town fan
who hopes you will dig deep for charity to
support him as our representative in the Flora
London Marathon in April.

He has been accepted for the Football
Challenge section of the event, having run as
a private entrant last year in his Town strip
with a very heavy heart.

Paul Smith, of Golden Riddy, Linslade
recalled: “The race was one of immense
sadness for me. | had agreed to raise money
for Willen Hospice, who cared for my wife’s
father during his last battling days against
cancer a few years ago.

“The day before the race my wife was rushed
to hospital with a lump in her brain. | was all
set to pull out, but she insisted | ran to raise
the £550 pledged. I did, and finished in under
four hours despite having very little sleep the
evening before.

“The lump was later diagnosed as brain
cancer, and despite radiotherapy and surgery
my wife sadly passed away on August 10,
aged 29.

“She spent her last three weeks at the Florence
Nightingale House Hospice in Aylesbury,
where the care she and all her family received
was second to none. For this reason | would
like to raise money for the hospice by means
of a thank-you gesture.”

Paul has been supporting the Town since he
was six - his first match was a one-goal home
defeat at the hands of Carlisle in November
1972. Out of the several hundred games he
has seen since, he rates as the very best the
1988 Littlewoods Cup final, followed by the
Raddy Antic match at Maine Road in 1983,
the 3-2 win on the last day at Derby in 1990,
the 4-4 draw at Stoke in 1982 and this
season’s Worthington Cup victory over
Ipswich.

Aged 32, Paul has an office job, but is
clocking seven miles a day at this stage of his
training, and hopes to complete the marathon
in around three and a half hours.

We wish Paul every success in April, both in
coping with the demands of the marathon,
and in raising money in memory of his wife.
Last year Les Miller was the Luton Town
runner in the Football Challenge, and he
raised £2,200 for the Royal Marsden
Hospital’s cancer research fund. He clocked
4hrs 18mins. The Division Two event was
won by a fan of Grimsby Town, and Paul has
noted that his time of 2hrs 39mins was only a
few minutes quicker than his own best for the
distance. “l have a realistic chance of
winning,” he said.

Whether he does or not, we hope his chosen
charity will be a winner, and in a later issue of
this magazine we will be inviting you to join
us in sponsoring him.
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Viva Pizza

Tel 0.‘!582 486 586 THE FRIENDLY ACCOUNTANTS
Any Pizza, any size
Buy one...

Get one free!

(offer valid all season)

Book-Keeping
Taxation and Wages etc.

94 High Town Road, Luton

GUILD HOUSE,
28 GUILDFORD STREET,
LUTON, BEDS, LU1 2NR

*
Tel: (01582) 738792

9 Fax: (01582) 423347 )

The Football Trust has been providing support for
football throughout the UK for 22 years.

A major new funding package made up of annual
contributions from The F.A. Premier League, The
Football Association, The English Sports Council, The
Football League and The Professional Footballers
Association has been added to the Trust’s pools derived
income to secure its future.

The Trust has a major part to play in the success of the game
and will continue its vital grant support for lower division
clubs to complete the Taylor programme.

The Trust is about a great deal more than bricks and mortar: it can
handle grant aid programmes of every sort and provides essential help for the
game at all levels.

The commitment of the Government and the new funding partners to make full use of
the Trust's grant aid experience and expertise will have the support of everyone who
cares about the future of our national game.

thefs stballtrust

...helping the game.

Nationwide

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

PRESTON NORTH END v

LUTON TOWN

Saturday January 16, kick-off 3pm

This match is pay on the day only.
Seating, in the new Bill Shankley Cop costs
£13 adults, £8 oncessions (under 16s and
over 65s).

LUTON TOWN v

WIGAN ATHLETIC

Saturday January 23, kick-off 3pm

Tickets now on sale. Any Luton supporters
who produce their ticket stubs from the games
against Millwall and Wycombe can claim free
tickets, of the same value, for the game against

Wigan. They must be claimed
BEFORE the day of the game.

LUTON TOWN v

AFC BOURNEMOUTH

Saturday January 30, kick-off 3pm

Tickets now on sale at discounted prices.
Normal guesting facilities apply

BURNLEY v

LUTON TOWN

Saturday February 6, kick-off 3pm
This match is pay on the day only,
seating only.

Prices £12 adults, £6 concessions
(under 16s and over 65s)

N,

lravell
Wews

WE ARE away to Preston North End on
Saturday, and the Bobbers Travel Club
and Town on Tour are offering reliable
travel to Deepdale. Bobbers departure
times are 8am Cranfield, 9am
Kenilworth Road, and the fare is £13, or
£10.50 for juniors and senior citizens.
Town on Tour coaches leave Maple
Road at 9.30, calling at Milton Keynes
Coachway at 9.50. The fare is £15.50, or
£14 for members of Luton Town
Supporters Club.  The concessionary
rate is £10, available only to LTSC
members under 16 or over 60.

Both organisations are offering tickets at
their kiosks in Kenilworth Road before
and after today’s game.

The road journey is easy, and takes
about three hours: simply go north up
M1, then on to M6, and follow the signs
to Preston. Leave M6 at junction 31 to
follow Preston signs on the A59. After a
mile, at a roundabout, take the ring
road, A583, signposted towards
Blackpool. It becomes the A5085
Blackpool Road, and follow signs
towards the town centre and then the
football ground into Deepdale Road. It is
not quite 200 miles from Luton, and
away fans will be in the redeveloped Bill
Shankley Cop.

P
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WE ARE helping to make it a happy
birthday for Neil Mangan, who is
ten today. One of his special
presents is to be commercial
mascot, to meet the players and
officials before the game, join
them in the warm-up kick-about,
and be part of the ritual of the toss-
up before the game starts.

Neil goes to Woodlands Middle School, Flitwick, and
he plays in goal for Flitwick Eagles. Asked what other
hobbies he enjoys, he replied football and football!
Neil comes to matches with his dad, David Mangan
- they have been season ticket holders in the
enclosure for the past two years - and his favourite
player is Sean Evers. We hope it is a real birthday treat
to remember for Neil today.

Being a commercial mascot is a perfect birthday
present for any youngster, and is just one of the
packages we offer. They can be tailored to suit all
budgets. To find out more, call the commercial
department on Luton 411622.

MATCH sponsors are always guaranteed a special
welcome at Kenilworth Road, but today’s give us extra
pleasure because J. Sapsworth Ltd and J. P. Cantle
Ceiling Services are using their sponsorship to support
the Pasque Hospice, formerly the Luton and South
Beds Hospice. It provides care for adults in Betty
Robinson House, and care for sick children from all
over Bedfordshire will be provided when Keech
Cottage is opened later this year.

The adult hospice requires £1.2m a year to cover
running costs, and the children’s hospice still requires
a further £1m to achieve its capital appeal target. Jack
Sapsworth’s message to supporters today is a hope
that everyone enjoys the game, and thanks for
continued support for the hospice.

J. Sapsworth Ltd, of Marsh Road, Luton, is a local
family company which has been trading for 27 years.
It provides a complete glazing, carpentry and
decorating service to the community, business
networks, local authorities and hospitals.

J. P. Cantle Ceiling Services, of Station Road,
Stanbridge, provides comprehensive ceiling
installation systems to business complexes throughout
the Home Counties.

In thanking both companies for their sponsorship and
support, we also welcome today to our hospitality
suites Connolly Homes, Gibbs & Dandy and Nicola
Hines.

nd Luton Town.
ho partnered Malc

from Wycombe in.
Listen for the PA announcer to
question this afternoon - if you know the

nswer you col
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IT WAS a real disappointment when the
Boxing Day match was called off
because of bad weather, but the Junior
Hatters have had two good football
days out since then, one with a little
unexpected twist in the tail.

We went to Bournemouth and had a
good day with our friends, the Junior
Cherries. But on the return journey the
coach broke down a couple of miles out
of Bournemouth. Our thanks to the
Town on Tour coach that answered a
mobile phone plea for assistance, and
turned back to pick up as many of our
party as it could carry. The rest had to
wait nearly three hours for a minibus to
be found, but everyone was in good
spirits and treated it as a bit of an
adventure.

We had another trip to Colchester,
where everything went smoothly, and
the result was better than at
Bournemouth!

Today, as usual, our Saturday Club was
in full swing, and we still have room for

oM =
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more Junior Hatters to join in the fun
- ask at the ticket office for details.
Next week we have an outing to
Preston, and the usual bargain fares
are being charged: £10 for Junior
Hatters and £12 for guests. We hope
also to have two football matches
against our young Deepdale friends, -
so it will be three fixtures for the price
of one!

A “fixture” that gave a lot of enjoyment
was our annual Christmas party, and on
behalf of all our members we say a big
thank-you to Lennie Lawrence, Cherry
Newbery and the players for helping to
make it a big success. The Junior
Hatters loved meeting the players
especially, and we hope they too had a
good time.

Father Christmas and
Happy Harry were
there, and the
photographs will give
you an idea of what a
smashing party it was.
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ALL READY TO KICK OFF A DAY TO REMEMBER: Tony Fookes,
11, of Markyate Road, Slip End, was the Junior Hatters mascot for
the Millwall match, and as usual part of the enjoyment was
meeting the personalities, along with the Millwall mascot, before
the game started.

HAVING celebrated his
16th birthday on Tuesday,
Liam Atkins gets another
present today - he is the
Junior Hatters Mascot, and
will meet his favourite
footballers and join in the
traditional formalities of
the pre-match kick-about
and the toss-up.

He goes to Queensbury
School, Dunstable,
watches our matches from
the Kenilworth stand with
his mum, and his hobbies
are magic, calligraphy and
fishing. His favourite
Town player is Andre
Scarlett.

Today’s ballboys are
Stephen  Green  and
Stephen Huxstep.
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Carol and John Brennan
welcome you to

The Farmers Boy
Common Road, Kensworth
Real ales
(CAMRA ‘Good Beer Guide’)
Traditional Sunday lunches
£4.75 per person
Tel: (01582) 872207

¥

Mac’s Bar
80 Russell Street
Luton LU1 SEB
Tel: 01582 727848
Live music every Friday, Saturday and
Sunday Night
Karaoke every Monday night
Sky & Setanta Sports shown on Big
Screen TV

Green Man A
52 Duke Street
High Town Luton
01582 429893

Awful beer, poor service,
All welcome
Footie on the Giant Screen

i

The

Bedfordshire
Yeoman
Just a two-minute walk from the |
ground. Food available on matchdays. |
_ Supporters welcome. ;
214 Dallow Road, Luton |
(01582) 30469 |

Richard
welcomes
you to

Py
x

Oftey

)

Hotel accomodation, good food and
fine selection of cask ales and lagers.
Kings Walden Rd, Offley
A Tel: (01462) 768281

Drink a toast
to the Hatters
in these pubs

(" The Hansom Cab
Wigmore Lane
Stopsley, Luton, LU2 8AB
Tel: (01582) 727400

XMAS Party Menu; From only £7.95
for 2 courses, all served on our famous
17" big plates
Please phone for more details

The Brewery Tap
22 Park Street, Luton
Tel: (01582) 31797
Disco on Thursday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday nights

WHITBREAD

CHILTERN INNS

The Chequers
Park Road, Westoning
(off J12, M1)

For all live TV games
Tel: (01525) 713125

"
|
|
|

I~ The Boater

Fine traditional ales,
home cooked lunch and evening meals
Regular Jazz and live music evenings.
Quiz night every Tuesday

121 Ickenield Way,
Luton LU3 2JR
Tel: (01582) 575191

~
\
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NEIL SMILLIE - Manager

Started his playing career as a YTS at Crystal Palace. A 5'6” winger who could play
either flank. Spotted while playing in the same Essex schoolboy side as Glen Hoddle.
During his eight seasons at Palace he played under Malcolm Allison and Terry
Venables before moving to Brighton & Hove Albion in 82-83. The three seasons spent
at the Goldstone ground included an FA Cup Final appearance against Manchester
United in 1983 (the famous Gordon Smith miss). Next stop came Watford with
Graham Taylor 85-86 and two seasons later moved on to Reading. While at Elm Park
his second Wembley appearance came in the Simod Cup Final scoring in a 4-1 win
over Luton Town. Season 88-89 brought a move to Brentford where Neil was part of
the successful side to gain promotion to Division One. After four seasons he made his
final playing move to Gillingham where he had his first taste of managerial work. On
the arrival of a new Chairman at Gillingham, Neil was released and joined
Wycombe Wanderers as Youth Team Manager in July 1995. On the departure of
Manager Alan Smith, Neil took temporary charge of the team prior to the arrival of
John Gregory from Aston Villa. In February 1998, John Gregory returned to Aston
Villa and Neil was asked to take charge once more. After taking 10 points from a
possible 12 his official appointment was announced at the last home game of 1997-
98 against Chesterfield. Neil Smillie finished the season being unbeaten in 10 of the
last 12 games.

GARY MICKLEWHITE - Assistant Manager
Started his career at Manchester United as a YT in 1977 before moving to Queens Park
Rangers in 1979. Appeared for QPR in the 1982 FA Cup Final and won the Division Two
Championship under Terry Venables. Moved to Derby County in February 1985 winning
the Third and Second Division Championships in successive seasons. After 8 years Gary
departed for Gillingham where teamed up with Neil Smillie. When the Club went into
receivership Neil Smillie became player/manager and Gary player/ coach. They both
departed when new Chairman Paul Scully took over and brought in Tony Pulis from
Bournemouth. After looking after the Youth set-up at QPR Gary teamed up once
more with Neil Smillie at Wycombe in the summer of 1998.

’ vNeiI Smillie

. Jason
Cousins
Matt
J Lawrence
e 7 :'\
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JASON COUSINS (Defender)

A summer 1991 signing from Brentford where he spent
four seasons making a total of 28 appearances. Scored
the first goal in the 1993 FA Trophy Final and was
included in the 1992-93 Conference Team of the Year
and the 1993-94 PFA Division Three Team of the Year.
Voted Supporters’ Player of the Year in 1994, Jason has
made over 350 appearances for the Club. Now in his
eighth season at Wycombe.

DAVE CARROLL (Midfield)

Signed in the summer of 1988 from Ruislip Manor
following a short loan spell the previous season. Started
out as a Fulham youth player before joining Wembley
FC. Has represented England youth (3 caps), the FA and
was an FA Trophy winner in 1991 and 1993. He scored
two goals in the Play-off Final against Preston 1994. He
has now made over 480 appearances for Wycombe and
can play anywhere in midfield or up front. Signed a
new two year contract this summer. He is the fifth
longest serving player in the club's history.

KEITH RYAN (Midfield)

Arrived from Berkhamsted during the 1990 close
season after making some reserve appearances the
previous year. A central midfielder who can also play
up front. He scored on his debut for Wycombe and was
an FA Trophy winner in 1991 and 1993, and a Play-off
winner in 1994. Keith has made 195 League
appearances for the Club. Made two successful
comebacks from serious injuries.

STEVE BROWN (Midfield)

Joined in February 1996 from Northampton Town
where he was team captain, for a fee of £40,000. Made
over 200 appearances for the Cobblers and 170 League
appearances for Wycombe. Signed a new two year
contract this Summer.

STEVE McGAVIN (Forward)

Signed for £140,000 from Birmingham City in March
1995. Started as a trainee with Ipswich Town before
moving to non-league Sudbury Town. Then spent 18
months with Colchester United where he won
Conference and FA Trophy honours in 1992, joining
Birmingham in January 1994 for £150,000. Steve has
made 115 League appearances to date.

PAUL McCARTHY (Central Defender)

Joined from Brighton & Hove Albion for £100,00. He
has 10 under 21’s Caps for the Republic of Ireland. A
strong central defender who missed the last part of
season 97-98 through injury.

Luton Town Football Club @ Official Matchday Programme

PAUL READ (Striker)

Signed from Arsenal 1997 for an initial fee of £35,000.
Trainee with Arsenal FC from 1991 to 1997. Scored two
goals on his home debut for Wycombe vs York City on
25th January 1997. Has been in and out of the side,
looking to gain a regular place.

JASON KAVANAGH (Defender)

Signed from Derby County in November 1996,
following a month's loan period for a fee of £20,000.
Played for Birmingham City as a schoolboy and joined
Derby County during season 1998-89. His debut game
for Wycombe was against Crewe Alexandra in
November 1996. Made very good progress last season.
Can play on either flank.

MICHAEL FORSYTH (Left Back/Central Defender)

A very experienced defender who moved from Derby
County to Notts County during 1994/95 season for
£275,000. Transferred to Wycombe on 5th December
1996 for a fee of £25,000. Debut game for Wycombe vs
Rushden & Diamonds on the 18th December 1996.
Very popular player who missed out last season through
injury.

JOHN CORNFORTH (Centre Midfield)

Signed from Birmingham City on 5th December 1996,
for a fee of £50,000. Birminham paid £350,000 for him
from Swansea FC in March 1996. Previously also
played for Sunderland and has 2 full Welsh caps. Made
his debut game for Wycombe vs Rushden & Diamonds
in December 1996.

MICHAEL SIMPSON (Midfield)

Signed by tribunal from Notts County in January 1997.
Trainee with Notts County 1992 to 1997. Mde his debut
for Wycombe vs Chesterfield on Decmber 14th 1996.

MAURICE HARKIN (Midfield/Winger)

Had trials with Watford, Brentford and Nottingham
Forest before joining the YTS scheme at WWFC. Has
also made 9 appearances for Northern Ireland Youth.
He made his debut for the Wanderers first team vs
Barnet (FA Cup 2nd Round) on 7th December 1996.
Very promising youngster who has attracted attention
from the Premiership.

Paul McCarthy

Nicky Mohan

MARTIN TAYLOR (Goalkeeper)

Started his career with Mile Oak Rovers and after two
seasons joined Derby County, where he made a total of
140 league and cup appearances. He made his ddebut
for Wycombe, whilst on loan from Derby County, at a
home match vs Shrewsbury on 28th March 1997. Kept
18 clean sheets last season.

MARK STALLARD (Forward)

Joined Wycombe in March 1997 from Bradford City for
a fee of £110,000. Leading scorer last season with 18
goals, 17 in the Nationwide League.

KEITH SCOTT (Forward)

Returned to the club during season 1997/98 after
leaving in November 1993 to join Swindon for a Club
record transfer fee of £375,000. He made his return
debut match for Wycombe on 29th March vs
Shrewsbury whilst on loan from Norwich City. Scored
12 goals last season.

NICKY MOHAN (Central Defender)

YTS at Middlesbrough, transferred to Leicester City for
£330,000 September 1994. After 26 appearances was
transferred to Bradford City for £225,000 in September
1995. A regular at centree-half for Bradford during
1996/97. Transferred to Wycombe Wanderers for
£80,000 in October 1997.

ALAN BEETON

Signed from the YTS in the 1996/97 season. Alan made
his debut in September 1997. A regular towards the end
of last season and finished really well. Has signed a
new two year contract.

GARY WRAIGHT

Signed from the YTS in the 1996/97 season. Gary has
been on the bench last season, still waiting to make an
impact in the first team.

AARON PATTON

Signed from the YTS in the 1996/97 season. Regularly
played for the reserve side. Came on as sub at Walsall
in the last game of the season. 97-98.

LEE HOLSGROVE

Son of former Wolves defenderjohn Holsgrove, elder
brother, Dave, plays for Brighton & Hove Albion, while
younger brother Peter is a member of Wycombe Youth

" Team. Lee was signed from Millwall in March 1997, yet

to appear in the Football League.

Jermaine McSporran

PAUL EMBLEN

Signed from Charlton Athletic for £60,000, after a
month's loan. Spotted playing for Tonbridge before
moving to Charlton start of 97-98. His first season at
Charlton he won a Combination Chamionship medal,
younger brother Neil Emblen (Wolves). Brought to
Wycombe by Neil Smillie in September 1998.

MARK WESTHEAD (Goalkeeper)

Goalkeeper who signed for Bolton Wanderers at 17.
Went on loan to a number of clubs before released at
end of 98-99 season. Signed for Wycombe from a
goalkeeping course at Bisham Abbey in July 1998.
Made first team debut at Burnley on 12th September
1998.

DANNIE BULMAN

Joined local club Ashford Town at 15 and made first
team debut at 16. Spotted by John Gregory when
manager at Wycombe and played four games for
reserve side. Signed at start of 98-99 season for £10,000
and made first team debut against Bristol Rovers 31st
August 1999. Scored equaliser coming on as sub when
Rovers keeper slammed ball against his backside.

ANDREW BAIRD

Striker with pace and skill joined Wycombe as YT.
Broke into the first team owing to injuries to Keith Scott
and Paul Read. Made debut as sub in the last home
game of 97-98 against Chesterfield.

JERMAINE McSPORRAN

Signed for Wycombe from Non League Oxford City in
November 1998 on a three year contract. Played for
Oxford City then moved to Abingdon Town before re-
joining Oxford City in 1996. Played for Arsenal in the
Avon Insurance Combination and scored two goals.
Offered trials at West Ham, attracted lots of attention
from Premier and Division One sides. Debut for
Wycombe at Northampton Town on 7th November
1998.

CHRIS VINNICOMBE (Defender)

Started as YTS at Exceter City, before moving to
Glasgow Rangers for £150,000 in November 1989. Did
not make too many appearances for Rangers before
being transferred to Burnley for £200,000 in May 1994.
A good left sided defender he made over 70
appearances for Burnley before joining Wycombe on a
free in the summer of 1998.
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David Kohler Lennie Lawrence

If you would like to sponsor a player?

._' |4 | __Call the Commercial Department on 01582 411622 g & Carrying the colours

[ | LTFC Supporters

Clive Goodyear John Moore Phil Gray Mathew Spring Jll Gavin McGowan

IT MAY be mid winter, but the summer holiday
memories are still trickling in, and today we feature
two of our younger fans. It set us thinking about
how old you have to be to be a Luton Town
supporter. We have received a couple of letters
. = nominating very young children in Luton Town strip
Capital Golf DaZZﬁféﬁﬁfpngbb Stagegvfr;: s:g,"f;on Brian Hall sU';,‘:ggeTr?gub designed for very small dribblers. So in future
magazines, we will feature those - if you have a nice
Michael Mcindoe Kelvin Davis [l Mitchell Thomas[li picture of a very young Hatter we’d like to hear
' : ' . from you. Send us a photograph, and we’'ll do the
rest.

Amy Brannan is the Junior Hatter looking very smart in her
Town kit in front of what looks like one of the world’s most
i o ! famous statues.
Wl / i AN In fact the picture was taken in Las Vegas, outside the New York
TT?;’VE‘I)%?S’;S V‘:ﬁg‘;‘ggﬁ :fg‘;“%;’” nggtee g;sft';y New York hotel and casino on the famous Las Vegas strip.

She lives at Kempston, and
her dad says she will be very
surprised and delighted to
see her picture in the
programme. It's our pleasure.

-

Sponsors’
choice under

consideration OUR other proud little Town fan is seven-year-old Charlie Lacey.

He was on holiday in Spain, and his father, a Town fan for over

30 years, says: “He has been watching the Hatters since he was

7 : four. We live in Hartley Wintney, Hampshire, and travel to all the

W lhorman fre Pete & Mandy Carney fll Richard Culley & 4 _ i Luton home.games. and about half the aways. It woyld mal.<e his
Supporters Club Graham Group plc Les & Sue Miller Pete Camey e e ; , “us day to see himself in the programme. His bedroom is a shrine to

past and present Hatters.”

Hervé Bacque Alan White Ray McKinnon Jll Andrew Fotiadis

; 1| . : DO YOU have a good picture - a holiday snap or
Sponsors’ ‘ - , ‘ anything slightly unusual - that you would like to
choice under b, ' , see in the matchday magazine? We are always
Wi N = ' A4 , - (- ~ pleased to hear from fans and see their
‘ & | : e ¢ photographs, and if you would care to let other
, an B . - supporters see them as well, please send them to
Mick Garbutt Rob Stringer ' Sally Mayne & A ; the matChday magazine editu Luton Town FC. '
Mad as a Hatter Virgin Records Mad as a Hatter Epic Records Paul Deason Richard Culley : . . ' - . . -
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Quality secondhand motor cycle parts
available. Most makes in stock.
Breaking all models.

The UK’s largest motorcycle auction network

Private and trade enquiries welcome.

Wiarranties available on selected parts. Nationwide delivery.
Telephone for more information.

Motorcycle enquiries contact Richard Howe on

Tel: 01234 766500

Salvage plc

From an alternator to a bodyshell,
we supply recycled mechanical
and body parts for all Rovers.

Rover spares contact Nick Ventrone on

Tel: 01234 765555

Acrey Fields, Woburn Road, Wootton, Beds, MK43 9E]

’ Aome (U p Viin .

TO STEP up the fight against football hooliganism, the Home Office is preparing a review of
soccer-related legislation, and wants opinions from all parts of the football community. The
Football League is backing the plea for supporters to have their say. This article is by Home

Office Minister and Arsenal fan Kate Hoey.

FOOTBALL'S thriving. Our game’s graced by
some of the finest players in the world.
Grounds are safe and comfortable.
Hooliganism inside stadiums is now a rarity.
Families are flocking back and there are far
more women at matches that when | first
started watching Arsenal 30 years ago.

There’s still a buzz from England’s brave
performance at the World Cup. But events off
the field showed we can’t afford to be
complacent about thugs who masquerade as
football supporters. The conduct of a tiny
minority shamed the vast majority of England
fans.

It prompted the Government to review all
existing football legislation to see what else
could be done to counter the threat to our
image abroad and the game at home.

It is not just a matter of the government
legislating. It is your game and your
enjoyment they are ruining. You also have a
major part in helping to root out hooliganism
from soccer.

That's why we want your views on new
proposals to tackle football hooliganism, and
to prevent it starting in the first place.

We are putting forward a raft of new
recommendations to tighten up the law and
make sure punishments fit the crime.

Evidence from France this summer, for
instance, suggests a ban on the sale and
consumption of alcohol can help reduce
trouble. So to improve our bid for the World
Cup in 2006 there is a proposal to give our
police similar power to be used in the most
exceptional circumstances. This may not be

universally popular, but we want to listen to
your views.

We believe the World Cup has also shown a
strong case for insisting convicted thugs are
forced to hand in their passports before
international matches or tournaments abroad,
and report to their local police station, so they
can’t travel. We also want your views on
banning known hooligans from travelling to
games abroad, even if they have not been
convicted of football offences.

Among  other recommendations are
increasing to 10 years the maximum ban from
grounds for those convicted of football-linked
hooliganism; extending ticket touting
legislation to matches outside England; and
creating a new offence of racist or indecent
chanting.

We want to put new measures in place before
Euro 2000. | promise the Government will
play its part. But it is up to all of us to play a
role in speaking out against the thugs and
making clear that hooligans will not be
tolerated. Together we can mark them out of
our game.

Kate Hoey

Please send your comments to:

The Operational Policing and Policy

Unit, Box 25, Home Office, 50 Queen
Anne’s Gate, London SW1 9 AT.
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ALL YOU CAN |

DISMANTLE
AND

CARRY

FOR JUST

/ R ‘*’-e'm?-"

{3 LOADS OF 2ND HAND PARTS
{3 MOST MAKES AVAILABLE

{¥ WHEELS & TYRES ETC

{¥ EASILY ACCESSIBLE PARTS

UNIVERSAL .

—savace (T |

JUST OFF JUNC 9 M1 MOTORWAY
DUNSTABLE RD, REDBOURN HERTS AL3 7PX

TEL: 01582 79 46 46

« DUNSTABLE @

M1
JUNCTION 9

HLHON N =»

9th January 1960
Exeter 1 Luton Town 2 (F.A.C.)

Losing finalists in the previous season the Hatters
travelled to lowly Exeter for this Third Round tie
where they were greeted by a crowd of 20193
which has never been beaten at St James Park
since.

The Grecians were down to ten fit men after only
ten minutes after left winger Gordon Dale injured
knee ligaments in a clash with Billy Bingham.
Despite this, the home side had the majority of
the play and Nelson Stiffle fired them into the lead
with a shot that took a deflection off Alan Daniel.
Fortune favoured the Town after 67 minutes when
Exeter goalkeeper John Lobbett could not hold a
shot from Bob Morton with the ball running loose
to Gordon Turner who made no mistake. Three
minutes later Turner doubled his tally when
Lobbett pushed out a Tony Gregory shot and
lucky Luton managed to hold out until the end.

9th January 1965
Luton Town 0 Sunderland 3 (F.A.C.)

After fighting past Southend and Gillingham in
the early rounds of the F.A.Cup the Town's reward
in Round Three was a home tie with Sunderland
of Division One.

On a wet day a best of the season crowd of 16834
gathered at Kenilworth Road to see the Town have
the better of the first half but unable to put the ball
in the net despite the efforts of wingers Fred
Jardine and David Pleat.

As so often happens the away team soaks up the
pressure and then attacks on the break to
devastating effect. That is exactly the storyline on
this particular afternoon with Nick Sharkey
netting after a quick break from winger Brian
Usher after 78 minutes.

To give the scoreline a completely unrealistic look
Sunderland scored a further two goals in the final
four minutes to complete a miserable afternoon as
the Town pushed everyone forward.

9th January 1988
Hartlepool 1 Luton Town 2 (FA.C.)

A potential cup upset was on the cards with first
division Town drawn away to lowly Hartlepool.
The Hatters had not visited the Victoria Ground
since their fourth division days in the mid 1960’s
and in three clashes had always returned
pointless.

On a cold, wet afternoon Pool piled on the
pressure in the opening minutes but Les Sealey in
the Luton goal was not severely troubled. As the
game wore on the Hatters’ extra class began to
show through and just before the interval efforts
from both Brian and Mark Stein were ruled out by
the referee for fouls.

Straight after the interval first division quality
showed when Danny Wilson’s cross was
converted by Micky Weir but it was not until 15
minutes from the end that Darron McDonough'’s
20 yard shot made the game safe. Andy Toman
gained a late consolation from a position that
looked suspiciously offside but the effort came
with only two minutes left to play and the Town
had little difficulty in holding on to set themselves
up for a fourth round tie at home to Southampton.

Brian Stein’s first half effort at Hartlepool in 1988
is disallowed by the referee.

Luton Town Football Club Qofﬁcial Matchday Programme




a blast from the past courtesy of Roger Wash

Following Wycombe’s elevation to the Football
League in 1993, and quick promotion, we did
not have to wait long before clashing with them
for points after our relegation to Division Two in
1996.

We started the 1996/97 campaign with three
straight defeats after most supporters thought we
would walk through the new division, but on the
Saturday prior to our first ever trip to Adams Park
we had finally managed to win a game picking
up three points in a turgid 1-0 home victory over
a poor Rotherham side. Buoyed by this victory
a good number of Luton supporters made the
relatively short trip to Buckinghamshire to see if
the win over the ‘Millers’ was just a flash in the
pan or whether our season had finally been
kick-started.

Wycombe had started the campaign slowly with
three draws and a defeat but included ex-
England international Ray Wilkins in their line-
up for, as it turned out, the first and only time.
The Town had learned quickly that pretty

We’re going to beat

football was not necessarily the way out of
Division Two and a mixture of the long and
short game was more likely to bring success.
Both sides had efforts cleared off the line in a
fairly even first half but early in the second
period a Mitchell Thomas cross was headed
back across goal by Andrew Fotiadis to David
Oldfield who bundled the ball home.

From then on the Hatters had the majority of the
play but Wycombe came close to an
undeserved equaliser when Paul McCarthy saw
his fierce shot strike the woodwork near the
end.

The win certainly did kick-start the Town’s
season as by Christmas a string of victories had
sent the team hurtling up the table.
Unfortunately in the new year the wins turned
into draws, especially at home, and by the time
of the return game with Wycombe, in early
April, the chasing pack was closing in fast.
Wycombe on the other hand had dipped down
to the foot of the table but were now making a

How can you

you 2-1 today. ' be so sure?

For all the match predictions,
results, fixtures and news from
The Football League
visit the new Nationwide
football internet site at
www.football.nationwide.co.uk

£

A |
Nationwide |

" Andrew Fotiadis clashes with Ray Wilkins during'
the Town’s 1-0 win at Adams Park in 1996.

concerted bid to free themselves from the
shackles of the relegation positions. No attempt
was made to disguise the fact that Wycombe
had come for a point as they strung five men
across the back snuffing out the threat of Tony
Thorpe in the process. Thorpe did have the ball
in the net twice in the first half but both efforts
were disallowed for offside and handball
respectively. As the Town ran out of ideas a
couple of late Wycombe breakaways
threatened to make a complete mockery of the
scoreline.

The Town failed to win promotion at the death
while Wycombe continued their fighting form
and escaped relegation fairly easily at the end of
a long campaign.

Both sides squared up again at Adams Park in
November 1997 with this time Wycombe
enjoying a comfortable mid-table position. The
Town, on the other hand, were still at the wrong
end of the table despite the cushion of three
wins and a draw which followed the terrible 0-
4 thrashing by near neighbours, Watford at
Kenilworth Road.

The Hatters continued their upsurge in form by
taking the game to Wycombe but the home side
moved into the lead after 12 minutes when
Mark Stallard expertly turned in Steve
McGavin’s cross. Undeterred the Town fought
back, with an effort from Thorpe wrongly ruled
out for offside but the deserved equaliser arrived
on the stroke of half time when a cross from

Steve Davis took a handy deflection into the
path of Oldfield who made no mistake.
Oldfield almost scored a second straight after
the break with a header that hit the bar before
Wycombe broke away to score completely
against the run of play. With all the Luton
players expecting a free kick for a foul on Phil
Gray a long punt upfield found Keith Scott
whose cross was latched onto by McGavin who
curled the ball home.

The Luton players refused to feel sorry for
themselves, however, after having most of the
play and fought back to equalise for a second
time ten minutes later. An up and under from
Julian James found Thorpe unmarked in the box
and his looping header did the rest.

Wycombe were still comfortably placed in mid-
table by the time of the return, in March last
year, but the Town were still struggling in the
relegation positions. Although defensively we
were not having too many problems,
goalscoring was a major worry and so it proved
against Wycombe who, for the second season
running, decided to play for a draw. Despite
having the lions share of the play the Hatters
could not find a way through or around the
Wycombe defence and a scoreless stalemate
was on the cards long before the end. The
Chairboys were happy to soak up the pressure
once again and only had two shots on target
throughout the game with the first arriving on
77 minutes!

As we all know the Town survived last season
and the two teams were drawn to play each
other on the opening day of the current
campaign. The Town had not won away on the
opening day since 1980 but a large Luton
contingent were confident of a result after some
stirring pre-season displays.

On a baking hot day Wycombe missed a gilt
edged opportunity with Scott hitting a post
when it appeared easier to score but the Town
grew stronger after this let off and took the lead
after 36 minutes. Matthew Spring was fouled
outside the area leaving skipper Steve Davis to
smack in a tremendous 25 yard free kick which
Chairboys goalkeeper Martin Taylor did not see
as the ball whistled past him into the net.

The Town kept up the pressure as the game
wore on and the introduction of Liam George as
substitute for the tiring Herve Bacque certainly
livened things up as the young forward ran at
the Wycombe defence creating havoc and
making sure of the winning start to the season.
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Coaching Courses ® Stadium Tours ® School Visits

Tournaments ¢ After Schools Coaching

Our Community & Schools Programme enjoyed a
busy holiday period holding coaching courses in
Luton, Ampthill and Leighton Buzzard with just
over 100 youngsters attending - many wearing
their new football kits from Father Christmas - and
we're pleased to say that quite a few of them were
Luton Town kits!

Gary Doherty, Liam George and Kelvin Davis from
our first team were on hand to present certificates,

Christmas & New Year Coaching Courses

=

prizes and sign autographs for some of the lucky
youngsters and we’re really grateful to them for
taking the time out during the busy holiday period.
We will shortly be announcing details of our
February half term courses - so watch this space!
In the meantime our after schools coaching
courses begin again from this Monday and all of
the venue details are listed on the opposite page.
We hope to see you all soon.

AR

g/McDonald's
L] []

Associate sponsor to the
LTFC Community and
Schools Programme

LUTON — —

LEADER

AHEAD OF THE FIELD

NTL CableTel

SCHOOLS
VISIT PROJECT

The LTFC Community &
Schools Programme have
received a great new year
boost with a sponsorship
agreement with
telecommunications giant,
NTL CableTel, pledging
£15,000 over the next three
years to fund our ‘Schools
Visit Project’. In addition,

with the aid of CableTel, we
have managed to secure an
additional £8,750 over the next three

years through the Government
backed ‘Institute  of  Sport
Sponsorships’ Sportsmatch scheme
which  seeks to  encourage
commercial sponsorship of grass root
sport.

The NTL CableTel ‘Schools Visit
Project’” will cover all schools

throughout Beds and Herts and will

encourage youngsters to
participate  in  organised
physical sporting activity

through the provision of free
football coaching during
curriculum time from

our Community &

Schools Coaching Staff.
So if you are a teacher or a school
pupil and you are wondering how
you can benefit from our NTL
CableTel ‘Schools Visit Project’ it
couldn’t be simpler. Either write to or
telephone our Community & Schools
department on 01582 411622 and
invite us to visit your school. We’re
ready, willing and now, thanks to NTL
CableTel and Sportsmatch, able to
offer your school some free
expert coaching. We've set
ourselves a target of 300
school visits in 1999 - so come
on! - drop us a line or give us a
ring - we want to visit as many

schools as possible!

SPORTS

Observer

" AFTER SCHOOLS )
INDOOR WINTER
COACHING
PROGRAMME

All courses begin week commencing
January 11th 1999. To register a place
or for further information, simply ring
the Community & Schools Department
at the club on 01582 411622

MONDAY

AMPTHILL
Alameda Middle School
6 to 8 year old from 4.00 pm to 5.00 pm
9 to 13 year old from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm

LUTON
Luton Regional Sports Centre
Girls only up to 15 years of age
4.00 pm to 5.00 pm

TUESDAY

LUTON
Luton Regional Sports Centre
6 to 8 year old and 9 to 13 year old
4.00 pm to 5.00 pm

WEDNESDAY

LEIGHTON BUZZARD
Van Dyke Upper School
6 to 8 year olds 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm
(indoor sportshall)
9 to 13 year olds 6.00 pm to 7.00 pm
(floodlit astro turf pitch)

THURSDAY

LUTON :

Barnfield College, Rotherham Ave. (Farley Hill)
6 to 8 year olds from 4.00 pm to 5.00 pm
9 to 13 year olds from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm

CADDINGTON/DUNSTABLE
Manshead Upper School
6 to 8 year olds from 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm
9 to 11 year olds from 7.30 pm to 8. 30 pm
12 to 14 year olds from 8.30 pm to 9.30 pm

FRIDAY

DUNSTABLE
Dunstable Leisure Centre
6 to 8 year olds from 4.00 pm to 5.00 pm
\9 to 13 year olds from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pmj

lll}ﬂlaﬂe

Official Drinks Supplier
to Community & Schools
Programme
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Nationwide

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Last season the Nationwide Football League
saw some spectacular saves

It pays to decide...

|G Nationwide|

Contact your local Nationwide Building Society branch at
77-79 George Street, Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 2AP
Telephone: (01582) 680300
http://www.nationwide.co.uk
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THIS MAY not be the smartest squad picture ever published - note the mix of Luton
Town kits - but the photograph shows a real team: some of the guys who ensure that

Luton Town is on the internet.

They  call  themselves
WHOSH, Worldwide
Hatters On the Super
Highway, and their website
pages, strictly unofficial,
occasionally critical, but
very much a forum for Town
fans, is always worth a visit.
And Whosh now boasts its
own football team, drawn
from Hatters with Internet-
connected computers. Their
first game was in a monsoon
at Gillingham where they
drew 3-3. The weather that
day explains the wind-blown umbrella they
forgot to take out of shot when the camera
clicked.

They claim that years of watching “cultured
passing football” as played by the Town has
rubbed off onto the Whosh team, and that they
were absolutely robbed at Gillingham where the
home side provided the ref who gave the Gills a
dubious penalty and refused a blatant one at the
other end.

Match No. 2 was at Lincoln, and Whosh won
6-1 and enjoyed the visit to much they hope
Lincoln win promotion alongside us next May.
Whosh then played their first “home” game, at
Dunstable, in another monsoon, against
Manchester City’s internet group. They were
hammered: the attack drew a blank while the
City boys got six lucky goals...

“We play better away from home, and we don’t
prosper on heavy pitches - now who does that
remind me of?” was the analysis of Whosh
webmaster Liam Madden.

We gather that moves are afoot to strengthen the

squad and if you are a Hatters fan into the net,
and aged under about 43, team manager Andy
Smith is the man to talk terms with. His address
is andrew.smith49@virgin.net.

He is arranging a full fixture list for the rest of this
season and Whosh will also enter the end-of-
season tournament involving other internet-
based teams. They expect one easy victory in
that, because also entered is a side from
Hertfordshire whose name tends to escape them
when they talk football!

If you want more information on Whosh, they
meet at the Newt and Cucumber in King Street
before home games and a pre-arranged pub
before away fixtures. And they promise that talk
in the pub is all about football, not about
computers or propeller-heads.

And they give the club real backing where it
counts most: sponsoring games and players, and
hiring executive boxes. Dr Ralph Highnam, who
started it all off, runs the Whosh mailbag list and
you can join it by sending a blank message to
whosh-subscribe@egroups.com

Luton Town Football Club @@EEJP Official Matchday Programme




il -'i

WITH VERY great sadness today we report the deaths of two of our former favourites,
Syd Owen and Brian Lewis. Everyone at Kenilworth Road sends condolences to the

families, and we share their great sadness.

Syd.Owen, in particular, holds a special place in
the history of Luton Town - he was player, captain
and manager, and the only Town man ever to win
the Player of the Year award.

That was in 1959, when he skippered us in our
only FA Cup final appearance, when we lost to
Nottingham Forest.

As a player, he was the major driving force to take
us into the old First Division, now the
Premiership, for the first time in 1955. Fair-haired
and elegant on the field, and a real gentleman off
it, Syd was a right half when we signed him from
Birmingham in the summer of 1947. But he soon
became a commanding centre-half and in the
next 12 seasons he made 388 league
appearances for us.

He was a truly dominant defender and captain,
and many of us found it difficult to believe that he
should win only three England caps before Billy
Wright came on the scene. A fitness fanatic and
wonderfully professional in everything he did, he
became player-coach in the year he led us to our
first season in the top flight.

Sadly, it all went wrong for Syd and for us after
the 1959 cup final. He became manager, but it
was a team in which too many were growing old
together, and we were relegated in his only
season as a boss. Syd became a much-respected
coach at Leeds United.

Many will remember his Christian beliefs, and his
visits to schools and youth clubs to coach and
talk about football to wide-eyed youngsters. This
reporter was one who could scarcely believe that
the greatest centre-half he was ever to see in a
Town shirt could find time to chat like a mere
mortal to a bunch of adoring kids.

IIl health dogged Syd in latter years, and the
death of his wife was a bitter blow. He died in
Yorkshire at the age of 76 after a long illness. But
he will always be immortal to many of us who
remember a brilliant player, an inspiring leader,
and a true gentleman.

Luton Town Football Club o Official Matchday Programme

Syd Owen - Footballer of the Year, 1959

THE NEWS of the death of Brian Lewis at the age
of only 55 will sadden Town fans of a slightly
different generation who remember the part he
played in our rise back to the top levels of
football after the disasters of the early and mid-
1960s.

He was one of the out of the ordinary characters
we have had over the years at Kenilworth Road.
Lennie Lawrence felt the shock as well - Brian
Lewis began his career as a junior at Selhurst
Park, and was in the Crystal Palace team Lennie
supported as a boy.

Lewis was a small and very tricky winger, and if
you think ducking and diving to win free kicks,
especially in the penalty area, is a modern
phenomenon, | can promise Lewis turned it into
an art form 30 years ago.

After 32 matches for Palace, he went to
Portsmouthand Coventry, and on to Luton in the
summer of 1968, the year we climbed out of the
Fourth Division.

He was here for only 18 months, and the stats

book shows 49 appearances and 22 goals, but, regrettably, not how
many times he won controversial “assists” by falling over at the right
time.

It might seem odd that at the time we never thought of it as unsporting.
Lewis would approach a defender, take good care not to be tackled,
and choose his moment to make it look as though he had been
clattered. To be fair, sometimes he was, but we always felt that was his
mistake, not the defender’s. Countless times we chuckled as bemused
defenders heard the whistle blow for fouls they knew they had never
committed. And in those days, the victim would sometimes chuckle
with us at the audacity of the little man.

He could play a bit, too, and many of us were disappointed that he
didn’t stay longer. From Kenilworth Road he went to Oxford for a year,
then to Colchester, where he played his part in a famous shock FA Cup
result, when Leeds, the most powerful and unpopular team in the
country, were dumped out of the FA Cup by Lewis and his lowly team-
mates. He ended his league career back at Portsmouth and retired in
1975 after a season with Hastings to work in the retail trade.

Last Season

The Nationwide Football
League saw an.Increase In
Attendance of 13:5%:;
Why...?

Mitre| >

The autherity.

Brian Lewis,
a true entertainer

The Quality of the Football
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PLAYING Sean Evers as a forward in a 4-3-3
formation, the Town came within 20 minutes of
their first double of the season at Layer Road,
only to concede a late second equaliser.

The match was a contest between a Town side
trying to play passing football to end a run of
seven league games without a win and a
Colchester team that played a more basic style,
with more physical effort, after six games without
a victory.

Graham Alexander's return at right back after
injury and suspension improved our potential
down the right flank, and Alan White replaced
Steve Davis alongside Marvin Johnson. Paul
McLaren returned after injury, and Stuart Douglas
was also back after missing the Bournemouth
game.

In the opening 20 minutes or so the travelling fans
saw plenty to encourage them, with the Town's
football giving them the ascendancy. Matthew
Spring saw a powerful drive deflected for a corner
when it might easily have produced his first
league goal, but the breakthrough was not long
delayed. Evers was bearing down on goal in the
inside right position when Simon Betts upended
him and Graham Alexander smashed home his
fifth goal of the season, and his third from the
penalty spot.

Colchester replied with sheer hard work, and a lot
of long balls aiming for the lanky Mark Sale, and
referee Barry Knight of Orpington was in danger
of losing it as some of the tackling became more
than fierce.

McLaren was denied by a good save before the
second penalty of the day levelled the scores,
David Gregory converting after Johnson was

unluckily penalised for a trip on Sale.

Colchester tried to batter their way through, and it
was fortunate for us that Sale and Karl Duguid
were short of the required finesse when they
might have scored. When Sale was on target with
a header, Kelvin Davis made an excellent tip-over
save.

As the heat came on Gerry Harrison was hit by a
dreadful two-footed "tackle" which the ref saw as
perfectly OK, and for a few seconds a melee of
players threatened to get out of hand. It settled
down, but John Moore, in the dug-out, had a few
choice words with a linesman for not reporting
what he had seen. Unfortunately the linesman
with dodgy vision well understood basic Scottish,
complained to the ref, and Moore was "sent off" to
watch the rest of the action from the main stand.

Tempers cooled after that, but it was more of a
battle than a football match, and it was therefore
all the more satisfying to see the Town retake the
lead after 71 minutes, with White going upfield to
hook in his second goal Luton Town goal. The first
was a late winner at Carlisle 14 months ago, but
there was to be no similar happy ending this time
as Colchester put everything into a hectic finale.

Paul Abrahams saw Davis save one effort, but
with six minutes to go, and despite being
surrounded by Town players, he found space on
the edge of the box to turn and despatch a shot
across the goalkeeper for the equaliser.

"We were OK and in control for the first half, and
for most of the second," said Lennie Lawrence.
"But I am not happy with the way we finished the
game. A lot of people looked tired, and we
struggled for the last ten or 15 minutes. But it was
a better performance than at Bournemouth."

PENALTY! Sean Evers upended by Simon Betts, who was lucky to get away without even a yellow card.
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GERRY Harrison, on loan from Sunderland, made

his debut for the Town at Dean. Court, while

Steve Davis was making his final appearance. It
was not an occasion anyone in the Town side
will remember with much pleasure, with Kelvin
Davis forced to be our man of the match as
Bournemouth made much better use of their
possession than we did. We had only two
worthwhile goal attempts in the 90 minutes, a
fourth-minute header by Alan White, who played
as an emergency right back because Graham
Alexander was suspended, and an 86th-minute
20-yarder by sub Herve Bacque which flew
narrowly wide.

ONE UP: Graham Alexander's spot record
becomes three out of three at Colchester.

s s -
LEAD REGAINED: Alan White watches goalkeeper
Tamer Fernandes leap in vain as the defender's
volley gives us the lead for the second time.

COLCHESTER MATCH DETAILS

Luton Town: Davis, Alexander, Thomas,
: Sprmg, White, johnson, McLaren, Harrisan,
% )

ike from the edge of the box.
Knight, Orpington —

Luton Town Football Club ®Ofﬁcial Matchday Programme




HATTERS SHOP  HATTERS SHOP

THE MAD HATTERS  Selected Clothing

and Souvenirs
SA l E - under
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commences
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Saturday 24th Sl
v Monday - Thursday 10.00am - 4.00pm
J‘EVERYTHING MUST GO... EVERYTHING MUST GO... EVERYTHING MUST GO... EVERYTHING MUST GO.

Friday 10.00am - 6.00pm

J a n u a rv Home Matchday Saturday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Away Matchday Saturday 10.00am - 12.00 noon

x
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J ——b—"”"'“ Luton Town 3 ( Avon Insurance Combination
Tottenham 0 P W D L F A Pt
) Peterborough 15 10 2 3 37 19 32 | 88/89 89/90 90/91 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98
THE OLD year finished on a high note as a run of three %‘ﬂg&" v 3 4 F VA GM GM GM GM GM 3 2 2 2 2
consecutive defeats in the Avon Insurance Fulham 15 7 5 3 30 18 26 I Q4 Q4 2 | 2 3 3 1 1
Combination was el]ded in emphatic style, and against Southampton 15 8 2 5 30 22 26 C
a much more experienced team. Tottenham 16 8 1 7 21 18 25 Lg!
Tottenham included Colin Calderwood and Justin IQPR_ . o7 3 5 24 14 24 LS. West West West Scott Scoft Scott GamerRegsDeSoura Carroll Stallard
Edinburgh in defence, and in attack Rory Allen came el }g Z i ‘5‘ % %g %‘2‘ Gods 26all 24 34comps 22 26 10 9 18 9 17
back to the scene of his scoring triumphs last season. Chelsea 14 7 1 6 17 15 22 AeAtt - - - - 4,602 5448 5856 4573 5232 5414
But he hardly got a kick as our team settled down to be Luton Town 15 6 4 5 25 26 22
the better all-round unit. We had the greater Arsenal 126 2 4 23 17 20
determination, and after a sequence of games in which \é‘éej:n':;%uth 11; Z ? 12; %S ;37‘ }3
we had missed so many chances it was good to see Brighton 12 5 4 3 13 18 19
three very good goals taken. The result was a fair Northampton 12 5 3 4 14 11 18
reflection of the way the game went. Portsmouth 14 5 3 6 23 24 18
Herve Bacque’s performance, scoring one and making g\/llmﬁle?on }g ‘; g ; %0 %7 17
another, led to him being recalled to the first team B:rﬁefs e 13 5 2 6 1; 3? };
squad, and a Second Division appearance as a sub at C. Palace 14 4 4 6 28 27 18
Bournemouth. Oxford Utd 13 5 1 7 16 24 16 —_
He gave us the lead with a glancing header from a 'S‘Av\‘/li‘:"’é‘(')ln }g j g ? }; ;2 }‘5‘ WYCOMB! BE'S CARDS HATTERS' “ARD MEN
right-wing free kick, taken with his left foot by Michael Cambridge 3 3 3 2 19 28 12 Cousing .7 Bulman....| MeGowan .6 Melndee...!
McIndoe. The second goal came from trialist Landry Reading 13 3 2 8 19 28 11 Brown ..e0b Kavanagh . : ;’1""3" Alexander & Spring.....d
Zahana-Oni, a Frenchman playing for Bromley in the Gillingham 14 2 4 8 10 22 10 MeCarthy 5 MeGavin .. w""p“" 1 Davis $ .4 hite.oveos!
Ryman Premier League. Bacque laid off a good ball and Brentford w2 3 5 14 18 9 Simpson .5 :!::. A Johnson...3
it was expertly side-footed into the net by his \ Vycombe LIS N AN S NS Emblen h: s"“;','j'"d = George ...:2
countryman. 5 % m“:“ (e 6 : N.8.
Mitchell Thomas completed the scoring, with a far post Avon Insurance Combination League Wohan....3  Wraight .1 ::l:‘::nl LEAGUE -
header from another cross by Mclndoe. ' Fixtures - Season 1998/99 Cornforth 2 Thamat.d D%T“ﬁ&s
Luton Town: Abbey, Clarke, Thomas, Lough, Whlte;, Wed 12 August Brighton & Hove H 41 Baird ovuodd Douglas .1
Boyce, Cox, Fotiadis, Bacque, McIndoe, Zahana-Oni. Wed 26 Cambridge United A 2-2 Beeton.....l Evers coveeel
Subs, not used: Lawes, Moses, Ayres. Wed 2 September Portsmouth A 32
4 Wed 16 Readi H 3-0
ea_ ing =
OUR fixture at Chelsea this week, which was due to Weg 23 tamnomioE, & T8
; ed 30 Charlton Athletic H 13
kick off the new year, was postponed because of an Wed 7 October Millwall H 1-1 Hatters : 14th
unfit pitch, and we hope for better luck on Monday, Wed 14 Gillingham A 2-1
when we meet Wimbledon on Leighton Town'’s ground, weg %23 gfadt‘fe Zparta (BSC) Q g-g ‘Wycombe s 21st
& 4 % ts " ” . . e rentior =
;/\;h;;l;qls our new mid-winter “home” venue. Kick-off is Wed 04 November Crystal Palace H 13 |
. Wed 11 Watford A 00
r i = - N Mon 16 Kempston Rov (BSC) A 3-0 lasi 6 Results .
Appearances, including as sub, (goals in brackets): Thur 19 Norwich City A 0-6 York Cit
Abbey 16, Akurang 1, Ayres 3, Bacque 13 (2 + 1 pen), Wed 25 Ipswich Town H 23
y q p : cllesie teld
Boyce 13, Clarke 12, Cox 10 (1), Davies 11, Doherty m"" ;‘1‘ December $otltChehSter LJIn;ted : (3)'(2) Walsall
10 (3), Douglas 1 (1), Fotiadis 12 (8), Fraser 45 (1), o OLICIam. LOISpUR 3 Lincoln Cit
Hudson 1, Jerry 2, Kandol 5 (3), Lawes 9, Lough 9 (1), yvgg ;g) Jasary ‘S'Y):?P?;fnd;’tgn : 7:00pm Blackpool Y
Lawes 1, Lopez 1, McIndoe 6 (1), McKoy 1, McLaren 5 Mon 01 February A.F.C. Bournemouth H 7.00pm Stoke City
(1), Minton 1, Nyamah 13 (2), Scarlett 14 (2), Showler Mon 8 Fulham A
5, Sylla 2, Sweeney 4, Tate 1, Thomas 3 (1), White 7 Mon 22 Barnet H 7.00pm < = -
\(5), Willmott 14 (1), Zahana-Oni 1 (1) ) wzg }(7) March %;iﬁflﬁbia&ﬁ:;eggrssﬁ 2 August September October November December January
THE youth team were back in action this morning after w:ﬁ ?g Al S;imgmpton TAwi /I;I EGym
the Christmas and New Year break, at home to Oxford | wed 21 Peterborough United H  2.00pm
in the South East Counties League. They are away to | To be arranged West Ham A
Reading next week, and the following Saturday, % Eg :::gzggg Qt')se'::: i Q
i g urnemou
January 23, entertain Wycombe Wanderers at Luton To be arranged Chelsea .
RFC (11am). \ J
|
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How Clubs have scored goals... and conceded them Yellow & Cards
K P P

H CR OB V IB OG seekeybelow H CR OB V FK IB 0G Yellow Red ..... Pts
7 4 4 4 0 4111 Boumemouth 5 7 2 2 0 1 5 0 Millwall 49 BHN...... 67
7' 4 4 6 2 0 -5 1 Blackpool 4382 056 1 Bristol Rovers 38 HN...... 62
g8 2 0 0.1 160 BristolRovers 4 5 2 3 0 1 9 1 Wycombe Wanderers 49  JR...... 61
342 6 0 1 10 0 Burnley 6 11 6. 10 3 93 0 Burnley 48 H...... 60
g5 3 20 3 31 0 Chesterfield 82 2 1 0 1 4 9 Wigan Athletic 55 H...... 58
102 2 1 0 3 5 0 ColchesterUnited 5 4 4 8 0 5 6 0 Gillingham 43 HN...... 55
s 2.1 1.1 10 ' 8 32 2 1 2.0 2 0 Lincoln City 42 BEN...... 51
76 7 7 1 1.5 1 Gillingham 53 3 010 6.1 Blackpool 48 HM...... 48
4 6 2 1 0 2 7 1  LnconCty 99 2 4 0 2 1B 2 NorthamptonTown 44 §...... 47
9 7.1 .3 1.1 7 _0 Luton Town 4 3 1 3 0 1 13 1 Manchester City 37 BA...... 46
54 5 1 0 0 4 0 MaclesfieldTowmn 4 3 4 5 3 3 6 2 Chesterfield 31 EM...... 43
8 5 4 3 1 1 5 1 ManchesterCty 6 2 1 2 0 3 8 0 Oldham Athletic 31 BM...... 43
54 4 v 00 91T mmwal 61 4 3 0 3 9 0 Reading 37 BN ..... 43
55 3 2 1 4 3 0 NorthamptonTown 100 3 4 0 2 4 2 Stoke City 42 HN...... 42
o2 1 4 1 4 3 NottsCounty 107 3 2 1 0 10 1 Walsall 33 ... 42
7 5 2 3 0 0 5 1 OldhamAthletic 1010 6 4 1 0 7 0 Luton Town 32 EM...... 41
138 4 2 0 1 11 2 PrstonNothEndd 7 3 2 1 0 2 6 2 Preston North End 23 HA...... 40
8 8 2 3 0 1 4 1 Reading 8 6 5 1 0 4 4 1 Wrexham 33
41 2 20 3 71 1 StokeCity 7 5 2 0 0 0 5 0 Colchester United 34
106 4 4 0 2 6 3 Walsall 7 8 3 2 0 0 8 10 Macclesfield Town 28
75 4 1 0 2 10 2 \WiganAthletic 3 2 3 4 0 0 9 2 York City 26
4.2 .3 3°0-1 7 2 Wrexham 916 ‘1-6_0-1-10 10 AFC Bournemouth 30
71 4 2 1 1 8 0WycombeWanderers103 2 1 3 3 8 1 Notts County 27
50 4 3 2 416 1 York City 184 2 4 0 3 9 1 Fulham 28
H = Header ; CR = Close Range ; OB = Outside Box ; V = Volley ; FK = Free Kick ; P = Penalty ; IB = Inside Box ; G = Own Goal

1998-99 Season Division Two Campaign
Highest, €

‘ Current Sequences

utive Wins
Fulham, Stoke 6

: ‘g"gr‘egate’ ores
ke 22-Aug
reston 29-Aug

Y Biggest Home Win
| Wigan 5-0 York 31-Oct
. Bournemouth 5-0 Burnley 21-No
Key: PU = Players Used ; GF = Goals For ; GA = Goals Again:

Division Two Statistics, Club by Club

see key above PUGF GA CS HP Leading Scorer Lge WC FA .
Boumemouth 2035 22 9 11 2 Stein e, | o e Y
Blackpool 26 29 29 7 23 3 Aldridge 6 2 1 Preston North E.
BristolRovers 24 27 25 9 17 6 Cureton 7 1 2| Reading
Burnley 352 40 4 20 7 Payton 12 1 2| B
Colchester United 24 23 32 4 20 2 Gregory 5 2 0 Millwall
Fulham 2736 17 12 8 1 Peschisolido 5 1 2| NorthamptonT.
Gillingham 2535 19 11 22 5 Asaba 3 0 0 Bournemouth
Lincoln City 26 23 43 5 24 14 Battersby 5 1.1 Bristol Rovers
Luton Town 2629 26 6 14 2 Gray 6 3 2| NottsCounty
Macclesfield Town 26 19 30 4 24 20 Tomlinson 2 0 4| Gillingham
Manchester City 2828 22 8 14 1 Goater 8 2 1 Luton Town .
Millwall 2724 26 7 14 5 Shaw 7 1 0| Oldham Athletic
Northampton Town 30 23 27 5 22 14 Corazzin 9 0 0 Blackpogl .
NottsCounty 3126 34 3 20 5 Jones 20 4 WYIC:’I'I‘ e Wndrs
Oldham Athletic 27 23 38 3 23 14 Allott 6 1 0 | B ter United
Prestion NorthiBnd 20 41 23 9 7 1 Nogan N Gy
Reading 3227 29 7 2 9 Williams 9 0 0| BB e
StokeCity =~ 2131 19 11 4 1 Kavanagh B | o hom
Walsall 2535 28 11 11 2 Rammell 13 1 0| wigan Athletic
‘Wigan Athletic 23 31 23 9 23 8 Barlow nE Macclesfield T.
Wrexham 21 22 33 6 19 2 Connolly 5 0}2 1!/10 York City
Wycombe Wanderers25 24 31 7 24 19 Scott/Brown 4/3 : — - -
York City 2335 41 4 24 8 Cresswell 13 0 3
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A DISAPPOINTING holiday haul of only one point from two away games, with another home match
postponed, leaves the Town with a lot to do to rekindle play-off hopes. We have dropped to 14th, our
lowest league place of the season, but the table is well out of balance in our case, because we have
played 13 league games away and only nine at home.

The mystery is how a team that did so well in the
Worthington Cup has gone eight league matches
without a win, and now needs more than the six
points available from games in hand to climb
back into the top six. And the gap has been
growing wider for a lot of teams in the last
fortnight as the top and bottom ends of the table
start to split from the rest.

Fulham are proving that money talks. The team
we beat easily at Craven Cottage in October is
now two points clear of the field at the top of the
table after four wins and a draw in the last five
league games, plus a draw at Southampton in the
FA Cup.

Walsall’s challenge faltered a little over Christmas
and the New Year, with only two points out of six
collected, and Burnley felt aggrieved that the
Saddlers got away with a 0-0 draw at Turf Moor
on Steve Davis’s second debut.

Stoke, leaders for so long earlier in the season, are
now three points adrift of the top two after a
miserable December - four league games played
and only one point collected, including vital
single-goal defeats against promotion rivals
Walsall and Preston.

Deepdale, where we play next Saturday, is in
much happier mood. Preston lost the big one, at
home to Fulham just before Christmas, but won
their three other league games in December, and
even an FA Cup defeat, at home to Arsenal, may
not be too much of a disaster. Kurt Nogan, who
learned his trade at Kenilworth Road, now has 11
goals to his credit, including two which rocked
the Gunners in the cup before Arsenal replied
with four.

But the former Town striker doing most for his
club in this division is Mark Stein, in a
Bournemouth side that can do no wrong at
present. Their December stats were played six,
won six, including a Dean Court success at our
expense. Stein was denied a goal against his old
pals in that game, but took his season’s total to 20
with an Auto Windscreens Shield hat-trick in the
5-1 demolition of Peterborough on Tuesday. Add
an FA Cup win at home to West Brom last
Saturday, and it's no wonder Mel Machin was
named Second Division manager of the month.
Today’s visitors to Kenilworth Road are still in the
relegation zone, but having been bottom until
mid-October are making a good fist of the
survival battle, with only two defeats in

The Second Division thq last 12. Like us, they sti'H need every
GNE AWAY point they can gather, so it could be a
PW D L F A W D L F A Pps hard task for us to achieve our first
Eulhar 228 2 1 23 8 7 2 3 13 9 49 double of the season following the
Walsall 258 3 2 20 12 6 2 4 15 16 47 opening-day win at Adams Park. But for
Stoke 247 2 2 15 6 7 0 6 16 13 44 all their recent good run, Wycombe
hreston 226 4 3 °26 713 B 4 1 a5 [0 4 share with Wrexham the unwanted
g;'l‘rzg:::(’)‘:nh i‘z‘ ‘; i (2) ;? z l § ; :2 :2 ‘3‘; distinction of still searching for their
Man City 245 5 2 15 9 4 4 4 13 13 36 first away win of the season.
Chesterfield 249 1 2 208 1 5 6 5 12 36
York City 254 6 2 19 16 5 1 7 16 25 34 Today’s other Second
Wigan 246 3 3 18 7 3 4 5 13 16 34 Division fixtures
Reading 225 6 2 17 12 4 1 5 10 17 34 N bpctor Cit
il s e e R R el blad‘\pool v Manchester City
Millwall 244562 14 10 4 3 5 10 16 33 Bristol Rovers v Burnley
Luton Town 220550 2 iT1--455.3 5 B 18 21 31 Chesterfield v Colchester
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rasiiam S e 0.4 6 7 19 25 Notts County v Oldham
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AUGUST
WC1(1)

WC1(2)

SEPTEMBER

WC2(1)
WC2(2)

OCTOBER

wC3

NOVEMBER
WC4
FACUP(RT)

DECEMBER WC5

FA CUP (R2)

JANUARY
AWS(2)
1999

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

WYCOMBE WANDERERS
OXFORD UNITED
PRESTON NORTH END
OXFORD UNITED
READING
COLCHESTER UNITED
WIGAN ATHLETIC
BURNLEY

WREXHAM

BRISTOL ROVERS
IPSWICH TOWN
BLACKPOOL

IPSWICH TOWN
WALSALL

FULHAM

YORK CITY

OLDHAM ATHLETIC
NORTHAMPTON TOWN
GILLINGHAM
COVENTRY
CHESTERFIELD

STOKE CITY

BARNSLEY

BOREHAM WOOD
LINCOLN CITY
MANCHESTER CITY
SUNDERLAND

HULL CITY
MACCLESFIELD TOWN
MILLWALL

A.F.C BOURNEMOUTH
COLCHESTER UNITED
WALSALL

WYCOMBE WANDERERS
PRESTON NORTH END
WIGAN ATHLETIC
A.F.C BOURNEMOUTH
BURNLEY

WREXHAM

BRISTOL ROVERS
NOTTS COUNTY
BLACKPOOL

WALSALL

FULHAM

STOKE CITY
CHESTERFIELD
READING
GILLINGHAM
OLDHAM ATHLETIC
YORK CITY
NORTHAMPTON TOWN
MANCHESTER CITY
LINCOLN CITY

NOTTS COUNTY
MACCLESFIELD TOWN
MILLWALL
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3.00pm 1-0 (S. Davis) 5,252 K. Davis
7.45pm  2-3 (Alexander 2p) 3,165 K. Davis
3.00pm 1-1 (Marshall) 5,392 K. Davis
7.45pm 3.1 (Gray, Evers, McLaren) 5,099 K. Davis
3.00pm 0-3 18,108 K. Davis
3.00pm  2-0 (S. Davis, Douglas) 5,005 K. Davis
3.00pm  3-1 (S. Davis, Evers, Gray) 3778 K. Davis
3.00pm  1-0 (Douglas) 5,554 K. Davis
7.45pm  1-1 (McKinnon) 2,951 K. Davis
3.00pm  2-0 (S. Davis, Alexander) 5,558 K. Davis
7.45pm  1-2 (Douglas) 9,032 K. Davis
3.00pm 0-1 5695 K. Davis
7.45pm  4-2 (Fotiadis, Douglas S. Davis, Johnson) 5,665 K. Davis
3.00pm (-1 5,530 K. Davis
3.00pm  3-1 (Gray, Douglas, Davis) 11,856 K. Davis
3.00pm  3-3 (Douglas, Evers, Gray) 3,780 K. Davis
3.00pm  2-0 (Gray, Scarlett) 5,447 K. Davis
7.45pm  1-0 (Alexander) 6,087 K. Davis
3.00pm 0-1 5,602 K. Davis
7:45pm  2-0 (Gray, S. Davis) 9,051 K. Davis
3.00pm (postponed)

3.00pm  1-3 (Douglas) 12,964 K. Davis
7.45pm  1-0 (Gray) 8,453 K. Davis
1.00pm  3-2 (Gray 2, S. Davis) 1,772 K. Davis
3.00pm  2-2 (Gray, Doherty) 4,893 K. Davis
3.00pm  1-1 (Doherty) 9,070 K. Davis
7.45pm (-3 35,742 K. Davis
3.00pm 1-2 (S. Davis) 5,021 K Davis
3.00pm  2-2 (Douglas, Gray) 2,902 K. Davis
3.00pm 1-2 (S. Davis) 5,939 K Davis
3.00pm 0-1 8,863 K Davis
3.00pm  2-2 (Alexander pen, White) 4,694  K.Davis
7.45pm  0-3 1,870 Abbey
3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

" N TODAY’S
3.00pm

7.45pm

8 REFEREE
3.00pm

7.45pm

3.00pm : ’
3:00pm MATT Messna§, tOdfly 3
7.45pm man in the middle, is a
g-ggpm real football man. He
7.45,'2,,, works in education, as a
3.00pm head of physical
7.45pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

3.00pm

Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander

Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
McGowan
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
Alexander
McGowan
White

Alexander
Boyce

Thomas
Thomas
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
McGowan
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas

Thomas
McGowan
McGowan
Thomas
McGowan
Thomas
McGowan
Thomas
Fraser
Thomas
Thomas
Fraser

Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring

Spring
Spring
MclLaren
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Spring
Evers

recreation, and is a football coach as well as
a fully qualified referee. He began his career
as a whistler in the local leagues at York, and
by 1992 had worked his way up to become a
linesman on the Football League, and for the
Premiership a year later. In 1995 he enjoyed
a double promotion: to the panel of league
referees and to FIFA’s linesman’s list.
He was appointed to the Football League
referees’ list 18 months ago, shortly after
running the line in a Hungary v Norway
World Cup qualifying match.

His

hobbies are all
coaching football, athletics and basketball.

sports,

especially

S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S, Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S, Davis
§. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S, Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis

S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
White

S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
S. Davis
White

White

McKinnon
McGowan
McKinnon
McLaren
McLaren
McKinnon
McKinnon
McKinnon
McKinnon
McKinnon
Cox

Cox
McKinnon
McKinnon
McKinnon
McKinnon
McKinnon
McKinnon
Evers
Evers

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
White

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
White

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson

KcKinnon
Evers
KcKinnon
McKinnon
Evers
McKinnon
McKinnon
McLaren
Scarlett
Evers
McLaren
Mclaren

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
White

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Dyche

Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
Evers
McKinnon
McKinnon

Evers
McKinnon
Evers
Evers
McKinnon
Evers
Evers
Evers
Mclaren
Harrison
Harrison
Harrison

Bacqué

Bacqué

Bacqué

Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas

Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Douglas
Doherty
Douglas
Douglas
Fotiadis

Douglas
Bacque

Substitutes

George for Bacque 71; McGowan for Marshall 81. Unused: White

McLaren for Thomas 30;George for Marshall 71; Mcindoe for Gray 78. Unused: Abbey, White
McLaren for McKinnon 69; George for Bacqué 69; White for McGowan 85.

George for Douglas 84; McKinnon for Marshall 90. Unused: White, Abbey, Bacqué.

McKinnon for Marshall 10; George for McLaren 15; Thomas for Douglas 62.

Thomas for Gray 56; Fotiadis for Douglas 72; Bacque for George 79.

MclIndoe for George 45; Bacque for Douglas 72; Unused: Thomas

Fotiadis for Douglas 73 Thomas for McIndoe 81. Unused: Bacque.

Bacque for Douglas 72. Unused: Thomas Cox

Fotiadis for Douglas 62 Thomas for McKinnon 89. Unused: Marshall.

Fotiadis for Douglas 77 Bacque for Cox 82. Unused: Abbey Thomas White

Marshall for Douglas 68 Bacque for Gray 84. Thomas for McIndoe 88.

Cox for Marshall 66; Bacque for Fotiadis 73; White for McKinnon 78. Unused Abbey, McIndoe
Gray for Douglas 60 McIndoe for Cox 67 White for Spring 87

McGowan Cox for McGowan 86, Fotiadis for Douglas 87. Unused: White

Gray  Marshall
Gray  Marshall
Gray  Marshall
Gray  Marshall
Gray  Marshall
Gray  George
Cray  George
Gray  Mcindoe
Cray  MclIndoe
Gray  Mcindoe
Gray  McIndoe
Gray  Mclndoe
Fotiadis Marshall
Fotiadis Cox

Gray

Cray  Mclndoe
Gray  Mcindoe
Gray  Mcindoe
Gray  McGowan
Gray  McGowan
Gray  McGowan
Gray  Mclndoe
Gray  Nyamah
Gray  Davies
Gray  Davies
Gray  McGowan
Gray  Mclaren
Gray  McIndoe
Gray  Showler
Gray  Showler
Gray  Evers

MclIndoe Fotiadis

White for McKinnon 75, Cox for Douglas 84. Unused: Fotiadis

Scarlett for McIndoe 67, White for McKinnon 69, Fotiadis for Douglas 74
White for Spring 81 Fotiadis for Douglas 81 Unused: Scarlett

Fotiadis for McGowan 71, White for McKinnon 75. Unused: McLaren
Fotiadis for Douglas 89. Unused: White Abbey McIndoe McLaren

McLaren for Thomas 43, Doherty for Spring 70. Unused: White

McLaren for McKinnon 56, Nyamah for Mcindoe 57, White for Douglas 82. Unused: Abbey Scarlett
McIndoe for Nyamah 62, Doherty for Douglas 66, Spring for McKinnon 89. Unused: White, Abbey

Dobherty for Davies 64, McLaren for Spring 70. Unused McIndoe

McLaren for Davies 54, Doherty for Douglas 64, White for McGowan 84.

Doherty for Douglas 63, McLaren for McKinnon 70, White for McGowan 75. Unused Abbey, McIndoe
Mcindoe for McKinnon 61, Douglas for Doherty 64, Scarlett for McLaren 80. Unused Abbey, Thomas.
Showler for McIndoe 63, Doherty for Douglas 67, White for Spring 82.

Fotiadis for Showler 63, White for Gray 77. Unused: Mcindoe

Scarlett for Showler 60; Bacque for Harrison 74. Unused: Mclndoe.

Dobherty for Douglas 65. Unused McIndoe, Fraser

Kandol for Bacque 58, Doherty for Fotiadis 58, Scarlett for McLaren 72

Hatters Roll-Call 1998/99
Appearances Goals
League  WC FAC AWS Total League WC FAC  Total
Abbey 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
Alexander 19 7 2 0 28 3(1p) 2p 0 5(3p)
Bacque 2(5) 1(2) 0 1 4(7) 0 0 0 0
Boyce 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
Cox 2(2) 1(1) 0 0 3(3) 0 0 0 0
Davis 22 7 2 0 31 0 0 0 0
Douglas 19 6 (1 0 26(1) 6 2 0 8
Doherty 0(5) 0(1) (1) 0o(1) 1(8) 2 0 0 2
Dyche 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
Evers 21 7 2 1 31 2 1 0 3
Fotiadis 2(8) 1(1) 0 1 49) 0 1 0 1
Fraser 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0
Gray 21(1) 6 9 0 29(1) 6 3 2 11
George 2(3) 0(2) 0 0 2(5) 0 0 0 0
Harrison 2 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0
Johnson 20 7 1 0 28 0 1 0 1
Kandol 0 0 0 o(1) o(1)
McGowan 15(1) 7 2 0 24(1) 0 0 0 0
McIndoe 8(2) 2(1) (2) 1 11(5) 0 0 0 0
McKinnon 16(1) 41) 2 0 22(2) 1 0 0 i
Mclaren 4(3) 13) 2 1 7(7) 0 1 0 1
Scarlett 1(2) 0 o(1) o(1) 1(4) 1 0 0 1
Showler 2(1) 0 0 0 2(1) 0 0 0 0
Spring 22 7 (1) 0 30(1) 0 0 0 0
Thomas 11(5) 3 0 0 14(5) 0 0 0 0
White 5(9) 0(3) 1 1 7(12) 1 0 0 1
Also played: S. Davis 21 league appearances, 6 goals; 6 Worthington Cup apps, 2 goals; 2 FA Cup apps, 2 goals.
Marshall 3(1) League apps, 1 goal: 3 Worthington Cup apps. Davies 2 League appearances. Nyamah 1 FA Cup
appearance, 1 as sub Worthington Cup.
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You’ll do a great deal better with us!

Plowmans, 15 Hitchin Road, Luton. Tel: 454666
Open 7 Days Motorbodies, Memorial Road, Leagrave, Luton. Tel: 567500
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