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Talk of the Town with Dave Fleit

SEAN DYCHE has returned to
Bristol City with Lennie
Lawrence keen to agree a
permanent deal this summer.
Lawrence has called Dyche
the best loan signing of his
career except for Spurs striker
Rory Allen.

Allen scored six goals to
help the Hatters avoid
relegation last season and
Dyche’s professionalism saw
him almost match Allen for
impact during his loan stay.
About Dyche, Lawrence
said: “Hehad aterrificattitude
for a loan player who got sent
back. He returned as keen as
ever, knowing that it would
end before the season ends,

JUMP START: Hatters midfielder Matthew Spring wi
disappointing 1-0 home defeat against Lincoln City.

‘Only Rory was better’

knowing we are in receiv-
ership and knowing we want
to sign him but might not be
able to do so.

“His attitude’s been exem-
plary and his consistency
excellent.

“It‘s hard to imagine a
player more suited to us in
terms of character, attitude,
performance and influence on
other players. He leaves a gap
that needs to be filled.”

Alan White will be handed

that responsibility at Notts

County on Saturday.

Gary Doherty, who played
45 minutes against Lincoln,
and Liam George could also
both figure after returning

ns this aerial battle during Saturday’s
Pictures by JANE SHERLOCK.

LENNIE LAWRENCE admitted that

he is looking over his sho
after Saturday’s disma
defeat against Lincoln.

i ager believes his si
ey to football’s basement

Luton just five

not safe from the drop ]
division with the result_leavmg
points above the relegation zone.

But there are still six sides

Hatters and fourth-from-bottom

ulder again
11-0 home

dearestill

between the
Northampton

and that could prove vital as an injury-ravaged
Luton limp to the end of a difficult season.

On Saturday, Emmerson Boy

latest debutant to be thrown i

ce became the
nto first team

action but after a pacy and positive start atright
wing back he drifted out of the game.

After watching his side go

down to Lee

Thorpe’s 61st-minute goal, Lawrence said: “T
must confess 'm now nervously looking over my

shoulder again.
“We need to scratch a couple
the remaining games as quickly

of results from
as we can.”

Lincoln’s visit to Kenilworth Road just thljee
days after the midweek trip to Manchester City

illustrated the gulf in this
division’s top and bottom but
the outcome was the same for
the Hatters — no points and no
goals.

In three games the Hatters
have failed to threaten the
opponents’ net and have now
scored more than one goal only
once in their last 15 games.

Forwards Stuart Douglas
and Landry Zahana-Oni made
only sporadic contributions
and a quiet Tony Thorpe
missed the best chance of the
afternoon on 49 minutes.

Thorpe was starved of
service for long periods but
headed woefully wide from
close range after Douglas’
swinging cross.

_Referee’s assistant Mr Pecke
did not help the home side’s

matchfacts

cause, failing to raise his flag
on four occasions when a
visiting forward strayed

offside.

Inevitably, one of those
oversights led to Lincoln’s
goal. David Phillips’ long pass
released Tony Battersby down
the left and he looked at least a

- yard offside.

Battersby bamboozled Sean
Dyche, who otherwise had an
immaculate game, and crossed
for Thorpe to fire in off a post.

Paul Miller went close twice
to extending the Imps’ lead,
while at the other end Mitchell
Thomas, a very poor man’s
Steve Davis, was pushed up
front in search of an equaliser.

Gary Doherty’s introduction
at half-time, after returning

'LUTON O LINCOLN CiTy{ ‘

®HATTERS: Kelvin Davis, Chris Wiljmot
Mitchell Thomas, Matthew Spring, Sean,*
Dyche, Marvin Johnson, Tony Thorpe Lang
Zahana-Oni (Gary Doherty,46), Stuart poyg.
Michael Mcindoe, Emmerson Boyce (Stuart
Fraser, 67). Sub not used: Alan White,
@LINCOLN CITY: John Vaughan, Jason Bames
David Phillips, Terry Fleming, Steve Holmes
Kevin Austin, Lee Thorpe, John Finnigan (Leg f 1
Philpott, 88), Tony Battersby (Grant Broyn. |
90), Gavin Gordon, Paul Miller. Sub not useg. |
Paul Smith.

® Shots on target: Luton 5, Lincoln 4,

@ Shots off target: Luton 4, Lincoin 1.

@ Comers: Luton 7, Lincoin 4.

® Attendance: 5,122,

@® Referee: Philip Dowd (Stoke-on-Trent).

@ Top Hatter: Willmott - the find of the
season.
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0LD BOY.
Championships in Niga
had done little to spice up!
Hatters front-line
Lawrence later descr
player-coach Thomas ash
side’s best striker d
12-minute forward fora
The 33-year-old defends
won several flick-ons in
visitors’ penalty box b
Lincoln boot wasalwaysf]
the loose ball. v
@ The Hatters juniors won'
South East Counties Le
championship in sty!
winning 7-1 at Gillinghan
Tresor Kandol and CHOf
Akurang each scored &
with James Ayres, MEC
Moran and Sean Carr
the others.

ednesday.

from the World Under-20
Youth Championships in
Nigeria last Friday.

George played in Eire’s first
group game in Africa - a 1-0
defeat against Mexico before
losing his place to Millwall’s
Richard Sadlier,

Doherty, a columnist for the
Irish version of the Sunday
Times during the competition,
played indefence for that game
and the 2-0 defeat of Saudia
Arabiabutwasdropped for the
4-0 victory against Australia.

The Irish were knocked out
on penalties by Nigeria 5-3
after a 1-1 draw, with Doherty
coming on as a striker in the
second-half.

ON HiS WAY: Paul Showler.
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We gave away a bad goal but, worse, we didn’t
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LENNIE LAWRENCE has sent

ch

Division 2 tapje

©ory 15 1999

April 24st, 1999 47

The Sport

News/Gazette Wednesday,

Talk of the Town with Dave el

{{RMER Hatters loan man Paul Dickov
elped fire Manchester City to a
mfv%rtable 2-0 victoty over Luton Town

i 1ony Vaughan headed in a second and
Awenton to succesfully defend a tenth-
Ute two-goal cushion.
, e Lawrence praised the spirit and
mitment of his players afterwards,
Clally Matthew Spring, who received
Epraise from City boss Joe Royle.
CrouksNCHES-TER CITY: Weaver,
L » Bdghill (Mason, 50), Vaughan,
: 13011, Horlock, Brown, Bishop,
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! ! , Johnson, Kandol (Thorpe,
se sort of Opportunities - i Zahana-Op i (Fraser, 73), Douglas,
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esster City 6 Luton 5. Off target
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D Hatter: Spring - driving force.
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August Opponents Score Scorers Att Pos
Sat 8 Wycombe 1-0 Davis (S) 36 51252585050
Tues 11 OXFORD UTD (WC1) 2-3 Alexander 59 (pen), 63 (pen) 3,165 -
Sat 15 PRESTON 1-1 Marshall 54 5,392 7
Tues 18 Oxford Utd (WC1) 3-1 _ Gray 37, Evers 48, McLaren 70 1g ?gg 15
Sat 22 Reading 0-3 .
Sat 29 COLCHESTER 2-0 Douglas 62, Davis (S) 82 5,005 9
Mon 31 Wigan Athletic 3-1 Davis (S) 41, Evers 78, Gray 81 3,778 5
September
Sat5 BURNLEY 1-0 DOL}I(QM% g gg;l §
Tues 8 Wrexham 1-1 McKinnon A
Sat12 BRISTOL ROVERS  2-0 DavisI (8) ZSO Alexander 9 gggg 3
Tues 15 Ipswich (WC 2) 1-2 Douglas. B
Sat 19 Blackpool 0-1 - 5,695 5
Tues 22 IPSWICH(WC 2) 4-2 Fotiadis 52, Douglas 83, Davis (S) 99
Johnson 120 55, ggg 7—
Sat 26 WALSALL 0-1 ,
e 3-1 Gray 3. Douglas 48, Davis (S) 65 11,856 7
Sat3 Fulham
Sat10 York Ci 3-3 Douglas 22, Evers 43, Gray 55 3.780 4
Sat17 OLDHAM 2-0 Gray 82, Scarlett 90 5,447 4
Tues 20 NORTHAMPTON 1-0 Alexander 19 g gg; 3
Sat 24 Gillingham 0-1 - H
Tues 27 COVENTRY (WC 3 2-0 Gray 50, Davis (S) 78 9,051 =
November
Sat7 Stoke Ci — 1-3 g?u :3825 81 1§ ?‘gg 6
BARNSLEY - al : ¥ 3
18-3?!51150 Boreham Wood (FA1) 3-2 Gray 33. SD:LIDaV|s.7 gs) 76 l gg é
1 Lincoln Cit: 2-2 Gray 43, Doherty :
gg{ 38 MANCHESTER CITY 1-1 Doherty 76 9.070 7
December -
Tue 1 Sunderland (WC5, 0-3 . 32 (7)312 -
Sat5 HULL CITY(FA2, 1-2 Davis (S) 36 2,905 -
Sat12 Macclesfield fg Bou‘gsl_ag 3,666_@ 90 At
MILLWALL - avi
f/laotn1 28 Bournemouth 0-1 8.863 14
e nder (pen) 7. White 72
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Former Hatters hero Tony Thorpe (left) made his third start on loan from Bristol City against Lincoln while Emmerson Boyce (right

'98-99...the story so far- iamesand goass o

3 Lge Cup
Nathan Abbey......... o) 1(0)
Graham Alexander.....28(0)....... 9(0) ..
Hervé Bacqué ......... 2055 2(2)
Emmerson Boyce .. .... WO mes pows
JimmylCoxm v BB
Kelvin Davis .......... 410 2=
Steve Davis........... 20(0) et
Simon Davies ......... 2(0) = e 0(0)
Gary Doherty. ......... b2y
Stuart Douglas ........ 38({0)- et
Sean:Dyches & i i oee 14(0) =
SeaniEvers =i don 270)Es s
Andrew Fotiadis ....... (e = 2(2)
StuartFraser.......... U= 1(0)
Liam:George .: .. ...... 6(4)sa e 0(2)
RhiliGray S SR aTa 2w 9(0)
Gerry Harrison ........ 14(0)55 == 1(0)
Marvin Johnson ....... 38(0)F = = 8(0)
Tresor Kandol . ........ 2200 1(0)
Dwight Marshall . ...... SR 3(0)
Gavin McGowan. .. .... 27(Q)5 s

Michael Mcindoe
Ray McKinnon. ........
Paul MclLaren
Kofi Nyamah..........
Andre Scarlett. .
Paul Showler. . .
Matthew Spring

Mitchell Thomas.......

fTony: lhorpeis. - «.ix . 3(1)
Chris Willmott. ........ 9(1)
AlaniWhite: ok s =g 14(15)

L’Andry Zahana-Oni. . . . 4(4)

Bad

WHERE the red and yellow cards have gone...

Dan
LT 1T

LUTON News Player of the Year standings (the To
Hatter awards given by Town reporter Dave Flett).l? &

Spring
Alexande
Davis (S)

McGowan
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McKinnon...
McLaren .
Thomas ..
Willmott .
Scarlett...
Showler..
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1° 92 3 63 39
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