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Talk of the Town with Dave Floig

It’s double
delight for

Thorpey!

TONY THORPE’S two-goal
blast fired the Hatters to second
division safety at Notts County
on Saturday.

Lennie Lawrence likened the
injured Phil Gray to Alan Shearer
last week when lamenting his
strikers’ performance against
Lincoln and singled out Thorpe in
particular for his wastefulness in
front of goal.

Thorpe’s response to that criticism
was a clinical display at Meadow
Lane that must now make him the
club’s Ronaldo!

Lawrence did not draw such
comparisonsbut wasstill left purring
by Thorpe’s match-winning show,
saying: “Thorpey’s second goal was a
classic Thorpey goal which, with due
respect, nobody else could have got.

matchfacts

NOTTS COUNTY 1 LUTON 2

@ NOTTS COUNTY: Darren Ward, Gary Owers,
Dennis Pearce (Francis Tierney, 90), Andy
Hughes (Richard Liburd, 57), Matt Redmile,
Mark Warren, Gerry Creaney, lan Richardson,
Mark Stallard, Peter Beadle, Shaun Murray
(Kevin Rapley, 74).

@HATTERS: Kelvin Davis, Chris Willmott,
Mitchell Thomas, Matthew Spring, Alan
White, Marvin Johnson, Tony Thorpe (Gary
Doherty, 84), Ray McKinnon, Stuart Douglas
(Andrew Fotiadis, 90), Michael Mcindoe,
Stuart Fraser. Sub not used: Nathan Abbey.
@Shots on target: Notts County 6, Luton 6.

@ Off target: Notts County 5, Luton 3.

@ Corners: Notts County 6, Luton 1.

@® Attendance: 5,583. Referee: David Laws.
® Top Hatter: Thorpe — master finisher.

“He was poor last week
and so were we but he’s
worked hard in training
and looked something like
his old self. I think we
deserved our victory but,
if we hadn’t had Thorpey,
maybe we’d have got a
draw.”

Lawrenceisnowhoping
that Bristol City will allow
the Hatters to take Thorpe
on loan at the beginning of
next season but on the
evidence of this display
they will probably want
him back and can even
recall him before the end
of the season.

The 25-year-old striker
grabbed the winning goal
on 65 minutes in accom-
plished fashion.

Stuart Douglas fed the
ball to him in the County
penalty area and a

confident Thorpe, buoyed
by his earlier goal, took
one touch, where others
might have taken three, in
guiding the ball past the
outstretched arm of
helpless home keeper
Darren Ward with a cool
side-footed curling effort.

Thorpe’s first on 33
minutes saw him receive
Chris Willmott’s excellent
crossfield pass just inside
the touchline.

Cutting in from the left
and shimmying past his
marker, Thorpe’s 25-yard
daisycutter beat Ward
aftertakinga deflection off
a County defender.

His celebrations after
both strikes showed how
happy he was to be back on
the scoresheet.

Thorpe’s hunger for

' Lennie’s verdict ERm—

We were very lively in the
first-half and full value
for our lead. In the
second-half we knew we were
going to get bombed and they
got a scrappy equaliser. Kelvin
was brave once or twice and
fortunate once or twice. Then
Thorpey got a classic Thorpey
goaluu);t,wiumuerespect,nobodyel“m“
have got. The support w.
has been since receivership, and got us
going again when we were rocking at 1-1.

as excellent, as it

goalscoring is as insat-
iable as ever and his
disappointment was
evident when Lawrence
decided to pull him off
after 84 minutes with him
still chasing a fifth hat-
trick in Hatters’ colours.

Lawrence later expl-
ained his reason for
withdrawing Thorpe,
saying he wanted to
preserve the striker’s
tired limbs and not risk a
further muscle strain.

In between Thorpe’s
brace, cumbersome home
defender Matt Redmile
scrambled a 56th-minute
equaliser into the roof of
the visitors’ net after
Kelvin Davis had misha-
ndled a left-wing corner.

But Luton were good
valuefortheirthree points
and could have gone into
the interval with more
than a one-goal cushion.

Patient possession play
saw recalled Alan White
have a header cleared off
theline, Douglas squander
a one-on-one with Ward
and fit-again Ray
McKinnon go close twice.

County were woeful in
the Hatters’ penalty box
with ex-Watford man
Peter Beadle the chief
culprit, wasting three gilt-
edged chances.

Teenage midfielder
Michael MclIndoe was
tireless in a 3-5-2 form-
ation before suffering
cramp in the last minute.

GOAL-DEN BOY: Tony Thorpe celebrates his second goal at Notts County.
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Vultures circle around

CHRIS WILLMOTT is attracting
the attention of several clubs
aware that he is out-of-contract
at the end of the season.

The vultures are beginning to
circle Kenilworth Road with the
news that Willmott, 21, could be
available in May.

Willmott would not be free to leave
under the Bosman ruling, as he is not
over 24, but if he does not agree new
terms at Luton before May 15 any
interested parties would be able to
take the Hatters to a tribunal to fix a
transfer fee.

Lennie Lawrence’s concern is that
a tribunal-fixed price might not
reflect Willmott’s true value.

Since making his first team
debut in February, the
Bedford-born defender has
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