At

end of the season.

EMMERSON BOYCE'’S first senior goal
could not save the Hatters from a 2-1 home
defeat against Bournemouth on Saturday.

The 20-year-old right-wing-back opened his
Kenilworth Road account on 59 minutes, but his side-
footed effort only served as a consolation in a sorry
Luton Town performance.

Scott Mean had given the visitors a first-half lead

and Hatters defender Julian Watts put through his
own goal a minute after the break to double
Bournemouth’s advantage.

Luton have now failed to beat the south coast club
in the last seven games between the two sides.

With just two league victories on their travels all
season before Saturday’s match, Mel Machin’s
Cherries appeared ripe for the picking. But once
Watts turned Mean'’s cross past Nathan Abbey, Luton
always looked destined for a fruitless afternoon.

In a lacklustre first-half, Mean gave Bournemouth
a deserved lead on 34 minutes when he capitalised on
the space afforded to him in the home penalty box to
direct his header from James
Hayter’s cross into Abbey’s top left-
hand corner.

At the other end, the Hatters
rarely put the visitors defence
under pressure before the break.

Leading scorer Liam George,
whoran down blind alleys for large

playing in tile Lilob tee:
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‘matchfacts

LUTON 1 BOURNEMOUTH 2

@®HATTERS: Nathan Abbey, Gary Doherty, Julian
Watts, Marvin Johnson, Emmerson Boyce, Matthew
Spring, Adam Locke, Gavin McGowan (Andre Scarlett,
72), Liam George, Phil Gray, Stuart Douglas (Andrew
Fotiadis, 78). Subs not used: James Ayres, Tresor
Kandol, Daniel Tate. : P el
®BOURNEMOUTH: Marc Ovendale, Neil Young, John
0’Shea, Eddie Howe, Christer Warren, Scott Mean
Steve Robinson, Richard Hughes, James Hayter, John
O’Neill (Claus Jorgensen, 90), Mark Stein.
@Shots on target: Luton 7, Bournemouth 3.
@ Off target: Luton 3, Bournemouth 6.

@ Corners: Luton 6, Bournemouth 3.

@ Attendance: 5,961.

@ Referee: Michael Jones (Chester).

®Top Hatten Johnson — determined display.

D EX-HATTERS striker Don
Givens is the new Republic
Of Ireland under-21 coach.
Givens, 49, has given up his job
as boss of Arsenal’s under-19
youth squad to take up the
post. As part of his new

Brom on Saturday. Luton's
reserves fared little better
Wednesday when they lost 20
at home to QPR. Trialist

defender Aaron Bamnett, from

parts of a frustrating afternoon,
fired wildly off target with the best
chance after 18 minutes.

Watts completed a goalscoring
hat-trick when the home defence
were not alert to Mean’s over-
lapping run down the left flank.

The Bournemouth midfielder's
centre was diverted past Abbey by
Watts, who had scored at the right
end in his previous two matches.

Watts almost made amends five
minutes later but his header from
Matthew Spring’s free-kick was
tipped over by Marc Qvendale.

The Hatters consolation arrived
when Marvin Johnson’s miscued
long-range shot inadvertently
found Boyce charging in at the far

ao:{tion,lc;ivens will work with
atters’ Irish pair Gary Dohe
and Liam George. & S
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post, from where h
footegl past Ovendale.

Phil Gray squandered the best
chance to snatch an unlikely point
yvhgcl} hlts_ polint-blank header was
instinctively tipped over
Ovendale. & P

It was a fine save by the
Boulll'nemogth keeper but one he
perhaps should not have
a]lgwed to make. s

ennie Lawrence sent on
Andrew Fotiadis for the popular
but goal-shy Stuart Douglas soon
afterwards to a cacophony of boos.

Barnsley, both played.

e calmly side-

Erith and Belvedere, and
midfielder Andy Smith, from

Andonamiserableafternoon
the home side, injury:P
Fotiadis finished the game limpX
after a clash with Ovendale.

Afterwards, Lawrence sal¢ 2
game had provided a “Savésg
reminder” o to why ttgl:m Hatis
are a Second Division s

The fact that after Saturdff
side had only beaten two t€
outside the division’s bottom:
this season - Gillinghd
Burnley - is certainly a s¢
thought as regards t
fading play-off hopes.

¢

Lennie Lawrence’s verdict I

You must pay credit to Bournemouth. The :
team in the firsthalf and quickes y were by far the best

killed us. It was a spirited

to snatch a point but that would have been unfair them S
deserved it. To use an age old footbal antal on thom. They .. .

never at the races. Too many people were off
' sametimemdwo’ve-gottosmm“oﬁm °°'°““‘“h°

to every ball. The second goal |}

I expression, we were




