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CROESO TREF LUTON

Dyn ni'n croesawu tim Lennie Laurence i't Cae Ras p'nawn ‘ma ar gyfer cin gem gartref gyntaf
o fis Mawrth. Nol ym mis Mcdi acth v Cochion i lawr i Ffordd Kennilworth, lle mae ganddyn

Mpus yn ddiweddar, a cholli 3-1, gyda lan Stevens yn sgorioi'r Cochion. |

wneud pethau'n waeth i'r Cochion cafodd Phil Hardy ei hel o'r cae.

Mae Lennie l_.'lun:m:(.' wedi canolbwyntio ar ddod a chwaraewyr ifanc drwadd ers iddo gymryd
drosodd ar I~Fnr(!d (wurl h, gan fwvat oherwydd trafferthion ariannol y clwb o Swydd
Bedlord. I'r pe 4 mac tim presennol y ‘Hatters' a chyfartaledd oedran o 22, ac mae
ambell un ohonyn nﬁﬁrwwed- cymryd sylw timau o'r Uweh-gyngrhair, Ond, y prif rheswm pam
nad ydy tim Lennie Laurence ymysg v timau sy ar frig y tabl ywanw.ulalwch ci dim ifanc.
Ddechrau mis diweﬂmf ddaru’r '‘Hauers” ennill 3-1 ar Bare Nindan, dim ond iddynt golli cu
gem nesaf gartref | Bournemouth. Yn cu 29 @ yd yn hyn maent wedi ennill 11 cael 7 gem
gyfartal a cholli 1l gan sgorio 41 o goliau aé .r un nifer! Does ond gobeithio felly y bydd
anwadalweh yr ‘Hatters' yn gweithio o bl hion p'nawn ‘ma, gan adael i ni gipio
triphwyni gwerthfawr yn ein cais i 0sgoi r Feldiwedd y tymor Cawn weld am bump o'r
gloch! i

Mwvynhewch y gem!
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1 GOAL-DEN BOYS
Danny Allsapp,
Darren
Ferguson and
Karl Connolly
celebrate after
all scoring in
the 4-1 win at
Oxford




[ TEAM TALK

The Man from Down Under

ur new Australian has already found hero status with the Wrexham
support following his two goal debut performance at Oxford
United last weekend

The nicknames were flooding down off the Dpen terraces 45 the fans
revelled in the biggest league win by |‘\‘\u =xham side since we went nap
at Luton in September 1997
The Melbourne born striker was tking it all in his stride though, he's
heard it all before - Skippy, Harold and even Kylie, although Joey Jones
Kerry” wids 4 new one, e
‘Apparently Joey thinks Ilook a bit like the former Chelsea striker Kerry
Dixon, but I'm quite happy to just stick with Danny il ir’s alright with
everyone else.”
Now in his second season with Manchester City, the tall blonde forward
is more than pleased to spend at least the next month at Wrexham, fine
tuning his footballing skills ready for another assault on the City first
team

1 arrived at Maine Road in the summer of 1998 on a two year contract
from Port Melbourne Sharks and enjoved a grear season as the club
gained promotion via the play-offs, 1 was used mainly as a substiture
but did manage to start a few matches and scored several goals

It was an exciting time for the club, as we bounced straight back to the
First Division. This year has been a bit tougher for me, as there is plenty
of competition for placeés amongst the forwards
“My chances have been more limited, but I'm only 21 and still learning
all the time. Joe Royle then suggested 1 take up the offer of a month's
loan at Wrexham and he certainly spoke highly of the set-up here

I had a quick chat with Jeff Whitley and he was all in favour. No
wonder, considering what a month here has done for his career al
Maine Road. Both Tommy Wright and Terry Cooke also benefitted from
a spell at the Racecourse, so 1 was sold on the idea
“I have had one other loan deal this season, when playing three games
for Notts County. It was at the time that City were buying Robert Taylor
from Gillingham and there was talk of me going down there in part-
exchange. but 1 was never directly involved in those talks and they
settled on a straight cash fee in the end
“Since then 1 have been mainly playing reserve team foorball, so the
thought of getting back into a first team was appealing. Even so, |
couldn’t have imagined just such a start to my time here, but I'm just
glad rhe team gort back to winning wavs and 1 want to make sure we get
enough points during my next six games, (o ensure relegation is staved
off
‘After the Oldham result, 1 expected the atmosphere 1o be a little flat
amongst the players, but it certainly wasn’t and thar was a nice surprise
There are some very good players here and lets hope the winning habit
quickly returns

1 live just ourside Manchester, so the travelling is not 4 problem and
its been made even easier as 1 have been able to drive over with a few
of the other lads who live near me.”

Danny might come from a country not well known for its soccer
traditions, but he grew up in an area of Melbourne with strong British
roats and so favoured the round ball game from an early age.

Sport is very big in Australia and depending on where you live, there
are different influences on the type of sports you play. 1 grew up
playing football as opposed to Aussie Rules, Rugby League or Union. In
fact, in the Under-17 national squad 1 was a member of, only one of the
other players came from a non-European background.”

It was while playing at this level that Danny really began to believe he
might have long term furure in the game: “1 finished top scorer at the
1995 Under-17 World Cup in Ecuador and it was then that I realised |
might have some potential
After that | knew I had to come to Britain to find out if | could make
it. Team mates like Harry Kewell were picked up, so 1 got on a plane
and happily City gave me my chance.

“ljoined on a two year deal, but only 12 months into it they offered me
a new three year contract. So | have some security and a little time to
prove myself, which 1 hope I'm doing.

“As well as progressing with City, I would like to get involved with the
Australian U-23 team that tries for the Olympics soon and then push for
the senior side
“We have a number of players that will be well know to followers of the
game in this country and with the success of peaple like Mark Viduka
at Celtic, standards are rising all the time.

‘For the moment though, my thoughts are firmly concentrated or
helping Wrexham and I'm looking forward to my fiesst game at the
Racecourse in a home shire.”
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quick look at the accompanying photo's will
show that it was not all work for our three
vouth coaches, who enjoyed a trip to laly a
short time ago
The three, the Centre of Excellence’s Lee
Congerton and Jamie Digwood, along with
Youth coach Steve Weaver, accepted an
invitation from european giants Juventus 1o
spend a week with their junior sides.
“While we have all been behind the scenes at
several Premiership clubs and a few others on
the continent, this was a real eye opener and the
treatment we received was first class,” was how
Jamie summed up his time in Turin,
“We spent some six days working and watching
training involving all the Juventus squads, from
under-8 right up to the first team.
“In fact, to demonstrate just how high their

standards are. The under-20's team had 10
[talian Youth internationals playing for them. We
are talking really talented plavers here

“Only a few months ago they paid over £1m for
an 18 year-old from Paraguay. They hardly batted
an eye lid, as they felt the investment could be
repaid many times over when the player is 28!
“On the Sunday we took in the under-15's
playing a local derby with their rivals from
Torino. The game was staged a decent local
ground with hundreds of fans turning up to
watch. It showed just how seriously the
supporters view their club’s youth policy and
why it produces so many players for the first
ream.

“It was a great experience to be involved with
\Ut'h a *«LI-U[) and we brought back many ideas
which we hope to incorporate with our current
training svstems.

“In April we will be taking three different aged

teams across to Italy to play a series of games against the full
Juventus youth teams, not the satellite clubs that we have GUIRERLL,

The five day trip will also allow us to take the youngsters
along to the main stadium to watch a Juventus home match
in Serie A, which should be a major highlight for our players
“BBC Wales will be coming along to film the adventure and
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Del Peiro be a
Welshman?

they will be broadcasting a special documentary later in the

“We can’t really thank the coaches at Juve enough for their
help and assistance during our stay with them. We built up a
number of friendships with people at the club and hope that
Wrexham will continue to benefit from the enthusiasm
showed towards us by the Italians.”
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LIN SUPPORT

Trinidad Trip

The Club has given details of the trips that have
been organised for supporters wishing to travel

to the Caribbean in May. There two options

one 6 nights and the other 14. We will just detail
the 6 night stay here.

17-23 May 2000 3 nights Trinidad & 3 nights
Tobago

Guest House Sharing £599
Single 5679
3 Star Hotel Sharing
Single
4 Star Hotel Sharing L8589

Single: £1,149

Prices include:

@ Return international flights on BWIA from
London Heathrow to Piarco, Trinidad

@ Cold beer welcome at the airport.

@ Transfer to and from the airport and the
matches.

® Accommodation as selected,

@ Breakfast included whilst in Trinidad,

® Exclusive Wrexham tour bag and T-shirt.

® Supporters function with team.

® Beach party extravaganza

Price are limited so please book early to avoid
disappointment. Contact Allan Thomas at the
club for further details

You will have seen much in the local media about
our end of season trip to Trinidad and Tobago
The team will be travelling across to the
Caribbean in mid May to play two games, one on
each island, on Friday 19th and then Sunday 21st.
This is your chance to join them for the trip of a
lifetime. Please call the Commercial Department
for more information and to book you trip to the
sun.

Play And Win

Next Saturday will see the first of our three
Caribbean raffles, when the top prize for
draw will be a trip for two to Trinidad and Tobago
to watch the team in action

Tickets, valid for one draw only, are priced at
£5.00 and are one sale from numerous points
around the ground, as well as the Club Shop,

Nat only will we be offering such a great first
prize, but in each raffle there will be runners-up
prizes of a year's free supply of Rum and a year's
free supply of Beer.

Make sure you have your raffle ticket and watch
out for the first draw at half-time during the
Burnley game in a week's time

Phil's Marathon

In April our
Promotons
Manager, Phil
Sadler (left)
will be
competing in
his second
London
Marathon.
This time he
will be raising
funds for
Hope House
. and he is
currently on
the look out
for sponsors.
hoth large
and small.
Having
finished last
vear's race in a little over 4 hrs 30 mins; he is
hoping to better that time this around, In
training he has already broken two hours for the
half marathon, so is in good spirits for the big day.
1f vou would like to offer Phil your backing,
please call in at the Club Shop to sign his
sponsorship forms, or call the Commercial
Department on 01978 352536

+ All the information you would expect from a major football website
« Air your views in “Fanfare” and “Upfront”
» Enter the “Dugout” to catch up on the important issues of the day

This afternoon’s
Wrexham AFC
mascot, kindly
sponsored by
J.R.Boyle
(Wrexham) Lid, is
Josh Hughes from
Acton. He attends
Ysgol Bodhyfryd
and named Neil Roberts as his
favourite player. His ambition is to
one day play football as a
professional.

We wish Josh and his family all the
very best for
this
afternoon,

enjoy their
special day
with us.
Matchday Mascot
Kit Sponsors
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Social Diary

There are a number of functions coming up over
the next few months which might be of interest
to supporters

On Friday, 24th March, the Chairman's Spring
Dinner Dance will be held at the Grosvenor-

The official website of the Nationwide Conference

onwide

CONFERENCE
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and hope they

Pulford Hotel. Tickets are $25.00 each, with tables of 10 available, and included is a set menu
and dancing to the group "Dare’

The next events in the Gareth Owen Testimonial Year feature ‘a night of rampant rhythm and
blues with soul” at the Brymbao Sports Club on Saturday, 1st April (8.00pm). The very popular
Zoot Sertous and the Bellyful of Bop” will be playing, so a good night out is guaranteed. Tickets
are just £6.00.

Then on Wednesday, 10th May, there will be a Golf Tournament at Langollen Golf Club. We are
looking for teams of three 1o be joined by a member of the Wrexham AFC staff -
plavers/management - for 18 holes of golf and a three course meal. Prizes and presentations will
be made later in the evening. Cost per team is £150

For more information or tickets for any of these events, please contact the Club Shop (01978
352536)

Shropshire Reds Quiz

The ladds have orgamsed their latest Football Quiz Night, which will be held at the Grevhound
public house in StMartins on Thursday, 23rd March.

leams of three can be entered and the players have promised 1o send alone their top boys for
this grudge march!

The first question will be asked ar 8.00pm, so come along and join in the fun, StMartins can be
easily hed off the A483 Wrexham - Oswestry road, following the signs at the roundabout
after the Chirk AS turn off 1Us only 15 minutes from Wresham town centre

1969-70 Promation Reunion

Those of you who have been following the story of the 1969-70 promotion scason in this vear's
programmes, will be interested to know that we have organised a plavers reunion for April
Along similar lines to the extremely successful 21st Anniversary

reunion of the 1978 Championship Team, the evening will be held ar the Wrexham Lager Social
Club and ar just £10.00 a ticket is a redl bargain

Already confirmed for the evening on Thursday, Sth April are: Dave Gaskell, Gordon Livsey,
Bobby Park, Tommy Vansitart, Sruart Mason, lan Moir, Gareth Davis and George Showell. A
number of other playvers have been contacted and we are still awaiting a few m
acceptance, It promises to be another great night of nostalgia

To buy your ticket, call in ar the Club Shop soon

e letters of

Thanks

I'he Centre of Excellence have asked us 1o pass on their thanks 1o Konica/Peter Liewellyn for
the assistance afforded o the staff at Colliers Park

As well as helping out with various pieces of office equipment, the company has gone out of its
way 1o help with athet aspects of the Centre'’s work

Iheir valuable support is much appreciated by everyone at the Centre of Excellence and the
Foorball Club as well

Community News

Hello and good afternoon, welcome to the Racecourse Ground for today's game. Last week
over 150 children auended our Soccer School at the NEW1 Sports Centre and most of them will
be here today thanks to the football club, who have given a free ticket 1o evervone who joined
in the fun. This brings to over 300, the number of free tickets the Scheme has distributed
during the past month. Our good friends ar Red Passion have also been involved in a project to
encouriage children to support their local team, while the recent Kids-for-a-quid march should
also ensure a new generation of supporters at the Racecourse

Back to our Soccer School, having spent four days under the expect guidance of our excellent
coaches, Friday saw our famous World Cup Day and the opportunity to show off newly learit
skills. The team representing Germany, coached and managed by Mark Morris and Tony
Thomas, won the final against a very spirited England side coached by Andy Davies

Andy is still complaining about the timekeeping, while the unfortunate Welsh side failed to win
a game, although coach Ben Hodgson puts this down to his left winger failing to turn up! We
know different though Ben, cos Sparky you ain't

Happy Birthday Louise Cosgrove!

Louise who works for our Corporate Hospitality is
celebrating her birthday today. Alan and all the staff of
Wrexham Football Club wish her all the best on her
special day, and thank her for all the excellent work she
does for the club.

- &
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Pictured above are Players, Officials, Mascots and Ball Sponsors for
LOEEE  the Wrexham v, Oldham Athletic match
™
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Tuesday, 7th March 2000
Nationwide League Division Two
Kick-off:

Venue:

Telephone Number:

Getting there:

Away Travel Club:

Car Parking:

Visiting Supporters Accommodation:

Programme:

The Last Time
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A Real Roller-Coaster Ride of Late

In a 10 day period of extremes, Paul Sleeman tries

to keep tabs on the roller-coaster that is

Wrexham AFC.

1 G'DAY SKIPPY
Loan hero
Danny Allsopp
boamerangs
into action
scoring twice to
put Oxford
down under,
joining from
the premiership
-bound mighty
Manchester
City for a
month
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FEBRUARY 2000

Injuries to Kevin
Dearden and
Kevin Russell in

training, means that both
will miss tomorrow’s FAW
Pl‘cmiur (Iup tie with

. Also
absent \wll be Darren
Ferguson who was sent
home with flu symptoms,
The vouth team travels to
Mansfield Town for a
Youth Alliance match and
return with a 3-3 draw,
thanks to goals from
Dave Warren, Dave Sweet
and Danny Watkin.

It's records all
the way at the
Racecourse as

Merthyr Tydfil are
dispate hed 80, to clinch
the Reds’ semi-final spot
for the third successive
season. Andy Morrell
breaks Tommy Bamford's
66-year club record with
an amazing SEVEN goals.
His incredible goal haul
also put him way clear in
the race for the
competition’s £10,000 top
goalscorer award. The
game once again gave
Brian Flynn the chance to
give fringe play n
outing with Kristian
Rogers again deputising
for Kevin Dearden and
keeping a second clean
sheet in the process. Oh,
and by the way, Ian
Stevens grabbed the
other goal.

However, it's not all good
news as midfielder
Waynne Phillips once
again undergoes surgery
on his troublesome ankle
“This will be the second
operation on my ankle
and - fingers crossed -
this will be the last,” he
revealed in the Evening
Leader. “I've done my
best to come back but

I've known all along
something was wrong.
I've been back to the
consultant and now he
says there's a little
boney spur that is
causing a problem. I'm
going in 1o have that
dealt with and
hopefully I'll be back
in a month.”

There's a
shock in store
for Wrexham

SUPPOrLers as News
filters through, and is
later confirmed, that
striker Neil Roberts
has signed for Wigan
Athletic in a £450,000
deal. Neil had already
travelled to the JJB
Stadium carlier in the
week and today put pen
to paper on a three-and-
a-half year deal. “The first
thing I want to say is |
have never asked for a
move and 1 didn't ask for
this one,”
Wrexham is my number
one club and this is
where my heart is
because it's my
hometown club. Leaving
is going to be a big
wrench for me. I've been
at the club since YTS and

he said.

I know everyone from the

manager down, 1 guess
some people will have a
pop at me. You always get
one or two, don't you?
But I'm leaving with a
clear conscience and I'm
happy in the knowledge
I've always done my best
for Wrexham.”

Brian Flynn admirted that
he would have liked to
keep the striker, saving: “1
didn’t want Neil to go.
That's the first thing 1
told him. But we have
contingency plans already
in place.”

SIMITIW
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Oldham Athletic
clinch an easy 3-0
victory at the

Racecourse amid further
unrest on the terraces.
Once Richard Graham
gives the Latics a 12th
minute lead, the result is
never in doubt, and
second half goals from
Steve Whitehall and Craig
Dudley merely rub salt in
the wounds.

A 2-0 defeat at Buckley
Town sees the Reds
eliminated from the
North East Wales Cup,
but the vouth team beat
Oldham 5-1 in a friendly
at Colliers Park.,

Chairman Pryce
Griffiths answers
fans’ criticism in

an interview with the
Evening Leader, and says:
“We are losing money
and attendances are
dropping. 1 understand
why fans are so
frustrated. They want to
see Wrexham winning
matches. We all do - but
the financial facts can't be
swept under the carpet.
1t’s all very well for fans
to rant and rave about
this and that. But the
actual realities of the

W\TFS

situation must be
considered.”

Rumours abound
that Brian Flynn
is about to sign

Preston striker Kurt
Nogan, but the manager’s
version of events isn't so
conclusive. “Kurt is one
we are considering
making a move for,” he
confirmed. "He is a
proven goalscorer and we
are aware of his ahilities.
But I haven’t spoken to
Preston or their manager
David Moyes yet.”

Manchester City's
6" Australian
striker Danny

Allsopp, who scored four
League goals in 3(21)
appearances for City last
season, joins the Reds on
a month’s loan to add
firepower to the attack
ahead of Saturday’s
crucial trip to Oxford
United. Goals from Craig
Faulconbridge, Dean
Spink and Steve Thomas
gives the Reserves a 3-3
Pontin’s League draw
with Stockport County at
the Racecourse. The Reds
had lead 3-1 with only 11
minutes remaining,

8|9/(10[11]12/13[14|15|16 17\1819‘2021
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t certainly feels like we have been on a

fairground ride over the last few weeks. There

was the disappointment of losing at Notts
County, the amazing feat of Andy Morrell scoring
seven times against Merthyr, then the awful
display against Oldham and this was all followed
by our biggest league win in over two years at
Oxford.
Obviously after the witnessing our performance in
the Oldham match, we felt it was time to freshen
things up and we were able to bring in loan signing
Danny Allsopp from Manchester City.

The idea of temporary deals, is to bring in someone

who is a little different to the type of player we
already have in the squad. Danny certainly fits that

bill, by being able to add to the variety of choice we

have for the next month.
He certainly enjoved a great debut and all credit to
him for that, as he complemented the work of
midfielders Darren Ferguson and Gareth Owen.
Bringing in Karl Connolly from his wider berth
helped his performance and gave us the chance to
give another game to Robin Gibson on the right
wing.
It was a much improved team display and
supporters would have been hard pressed to
recognise some of the plavers, as the same ones
who turned out against Oldham seven days carlier.
Now we must look to continue the
good work we put
in at the

Manor

Ground, but showing our home support just how
well we can play,

Since beating Oxford United at home in September,
fans at the Racecourse have enjoved just one other
league victory and that is a record we must look to
correct very quickly.

With other results going our way at the weekend,
we now have the chance to make sure we pull away
from the relegation zone, but today’s visitors will
not be looking to do us any favours.

While the Oxford result was very welcome, it is only
one win in isolation and we must make sure we
hack those three points up with another win this
afternoon.

It was certainly a nice feeling to wake up on Sunday
morning and enjoy reading the sports sections of
the papers. But we still need to get to ar least 50
points and the sooner the better.

Luton's manager Lennic Lawrence brings his team
to North Wales having performed a remarkable job
this season. The financial problems his club suffered
in the lead up to the current campaign meant 4
number of plavers leaving Kenilworth Road to help
balance the books. Yet Lennie has still managed to
field a ream that has been on the fringe of the play-
off places for most of the season.

His vouth policy has paid dividends and we will see
4 number of the Hatters” promising youngsters in
action this afternoon. Make a mental note of some

names, as several of them seem destined for good
careers.

On similar lines, we wish Neil Roberts the very best
for his future, after the Welsh international joined
Wigan Athletic two weeks ago.

There are always a couple of aspects to be
considered when vou received a big money offer.
The first is obviously the financial benefit to the
club of generating cash for a player who you have
produced vourselves, The other concerns the
footballing side and while I would have loved for
Neil to stay, he has the chance to further his carcer
at a club looking to invest heavily in its future.

It has to be seen as a good deal for all parties and
now we look to move on.

On the youth side of things, our proposals for an
Academy licence has been accepted, with one or
two minor points to be cleared up.

Following our ties with the Irish club Mavtield
United, which included a party from Cork
visiting us recently, the trip by our Centre of
Excellence staff to Juventus and the forthcoming
yvouth games between the two clubs, we can
now look forward to welcoming a touring U-19
squad from Iceland.

On Tuesday night we travel Brentford, before
returning home next Saturday to face Burnley. It
promises to be an interesting week ahead!

Flynn

~ = Opinion
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the new fordfocus

The future is oval into the millennium
with Quicks of Wrexham

Business Centre, Sales, Service, Parts & Rapid Fit, Motability

Quicks L % 3

Quicks, Wrexham Road, Rhostyllen,
Wrexham, LL14 4EJ. Tel 01978 365585

“TINA TURFIT”
The Official Club Mascot is sponsored by Quicks for Ford

YOU HAVE PROBLE

Crime
Prevention
Services

OUR BUSINESS IS PROTECTING YOURS
We are Security Solutions Providers specialising in:

@ Sitewatch Video Transmission Systems
@ |[nstallation & Maintenance of Intruder Alarms
@ [nstallation & Maintenance of CCTV

@ Installation & Maintenance of Access Control

CONTACT US NOW FOR ND-NONSENSE ADVICE ON
HOW WE CAN HELP YOU
SPONSORS OF WREXHAM A.F.C. SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

CRIME PREVENTION SERVICES i
rthop, Chester, CH7 6HF.

2 IA Security House, North Wales Expressway, Ng
827822 Fax: 01244 840683 £ Ak,
GUALITY ASSURED

i ¥
THE BRITISH SECURITY Sales & Administration : 01244

INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION ite—wWww.preventcrime.co.uk
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EVENING

“ROCKIN ROBIN"
The Official Club Mascot is sponsored by the LEADER

RAGAZZ1

Style & Performance

_____& Lacoste
h ‘ ” Paul & Shark
m ] Thomas Burberry
Ted Baker
i Paul Smith
4 - Rockport
"- Iceberg
Aquascutum
meNS French Connection

Wrexham, 01978 312528

Caills charged at 60p per minute all time.
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Home Sweet Home

After seven straight away fixtures, Nigel Wynn looks back on home games against Hartlepool and
Lincoln, before a visit to Welsh rivals Newport County.

he anticipated warmth of Wrexham’s homecoming to play only

their third game at the Racecourse in three months, was chilled

somewhat by their failure to turn their superiority over Hartlepool
into a more convincing, win, as well as by the bitter cold conditions
It was a frustrating experience for the Reds, who had already beaten
Hartlepool twice this season at their own Victoria Ground, and for a
crowd of over 6,800, Not untl cight minutes from the end did Albert
Kinsey, who had earlier missed two fine chances, grab the facesaving
goul that brought two much needed points to bolster the promotion
bid.

CREDIT

Much of the credit for the game’s only goal belongs to Brian Tinnion,
who produced one of his flashes of individual brilliance when he beat
three opponents and fired in a hard shot. Veteran 'Pool ‘keeper George
Smith, who had saved the visitors several times when Wrexham did get
their shots in on target, could only push the ball out and Kinsey
pounced to fire it into the empty net.

Wrexham dominated the game with Stuart Mason often the main
springboard for their attacks. But, once they got within striking
distance, their raids either petered our dismally or ended with erratic
finishing. Perhaps they had lost their shooting boots on their travels or
maybe they were not used to playing on the Racecourse!

Wrexham's lack of conviction and confidence in attack, and
Hartlepool's stubborn resistance, coupled with a measure of luck, kept
the crowd on tenterhooks. Little wonder that when Kinsey at last
ended the stalemate, the fans roared with relief.

MISSED CHANCES

That relief was all the greater as ‘Pool had almost snatched a surprise
lead two minutes earlier, when Lance Robson thumped a snap shot just
over the bar. Generally though, the visitors' attacks were well held by
the Reds” defence in which’Gareth Davis and Alan Bermingham were
outstanding. Indeed, Reds” “keeper Dave Gaskell was called on only
three times.

It would probably have been plain sailing for Wrexham if Kinsey had
not shot wide of a gaping net in the opening minutes, after Mason and
Tinnion combined cleverly to create the opening. Kinsey would have
made amends with one cracking shot
from 18 vards,

7= John Neal
Wrexham Manager 1969-70

but *keeper Smith showed razor sharp reflexes to tip the hall away,
John Gill, Tony Bircumshaw and Tony Parry were the backbone of the
Hartlepool defence and Bircumshaw added to Wirexham's frustration by
twice clearing off his goal line from Arfon Griffiths and Tinnion. The
Reds will certainly need to regain their finishing ability if they are to
profit from their fixture backlog

RETURN

Even the return of skipper Eddie May failed o inspire Wrexham for
their home game against Lincoln City. It was a big disappointment to
the fans that they dropped a point they could ill afford to lose with a
scoreless draw. The Reds had far more of the game but, for all their

efforts, they could not find a telling punch to beat the “Red Imps”. And,

again all their problems lay in attack.
May was given a rousing welcome on his return after missing five
matches through suspension, but Wrexham were without centre
forward Ray Smith, who was in hospital for an operation on his broken
nose. Bernard Purdie came into the attack and the on-loan

Tommy Vansittart was named substitute.

UPPER HAND

Wrexham ‘keeper Dave Gaskell was forced into an early save from City's
Bill Taylor, but gracdually the Reds gained the upper hand, Albert
Kinsey's low cross eluded evervone before Purdie headed a good
opportunity straight at Lincoln ‘keeper John Kennedy. Brian Tinnion
had the best chance when he cut inside two defenders, but then hit his
shot wide,

It was all Wrexham and Jimmy Grummett almost scored an own-goal
while attempting a clearance. May went close with 1 header before
Purdie hit a piledriver but, unfortunately, straight at Kennedy again.
Right on half time Steve Ingle almost broke through, but his effort was
scrambled for a corner.

Wrexham also called the tune afier the break and lan Moir set up
Kinsey, but his effort was saved by Kennedy. The Reds mounted a series
of attacks, but all they had 1o show for them was a string of
unproductive corners and, at the end of the day, Wrexham ran out of
ideas

AWAY POINTS

At Somerton Park it was easy 1o see which team was on the promotion
trail and which had the threat of re-election hanging over them, It
wasn't so easy to explain why Wrexham did not boost their goal average
consiclerably, as well as gaining two vital points in this 2-1 win,
Although the victory was not as emphatic as it should have been, it
ought 1o stifle the worries over goalscoring problems. Indeed, the Reds
have now gained five points from the last six at stake

However, this victory over Newport was marred by a leg injury to lan
Moir, who hacd 1o retire in the first half, and a back injury 1o Ray Smith.
Albert Kinsey also received a facial injury and his nose mav be broken
Certainly, an expensive victory!

POOR COUNTY

Wrexham did not have a lot to beat, and from County’s first half efforts
you could see why they had only managed one win in their 12 previous
games. By the interval Wrexham were 240 ahead and could easily have
been 6-0in front. [t was probably a combination of Wrexham's
complacency and Newport's desperation that enabled County to shape
up a little better in the second period and snatch a lucky goal that, in
theory, if not in practice, gave them some hope. In reality, Newport
wouldn’t have scored again if Wrexham had gone off)

REDS AHEAD
Man of the match was Wrexham's
midfield dynamo,
Arfon

Griffiths, He scored the first goal and laid on the second for Albert
Kinsey. Before, between and after these goals, Griffiths covered just
about every inch of this sticky and tricky pitch

Wrexham took the lead on 27 minutes following one of their renowned
set pieces. A long throw-in by Alan Bermingham was headed back off
the bye-line by Eddie May and Griffiths’s well judged angled chip shot
from 20 v ailed over the defence and 17 year-old County
goalkeeper Terry Lynch, into the corner of the net

Three minutes later, the Reds lost Moir, who had been threatening to
tear Newport apart and Brian Tinnion substituted. But, in the 37th
minute Wrexham struck again. Griffiths beat his man on the right and
crossed from the bye-line for Kinsey to head home a fine goal. It was
his 17th of the season.

s

COUNTY LUCKY
Newport were very lucky to be only 0-2 down at the interval. Both
Kinsey and Bermingham had “goals” disallowed for offside and Kinsey
had also seen one of his shots come back off the underside of the bar
ommy Vansittart, who was impressive through out, was also unlucky
not to score when he stormed through, only 1o slip in the mud as he
shot

Anything County did in the second half was bound to be an
improvement and they made a determined effort. Once or twice Ray
Mabbutt, who used to be a prolific marksman with Bristol Rovers,
looked threatening and Dave Gaskell was called on 1o show his ability,
Then, in the 58th minute Newport scored. Gaskell appeared 1o have
plaver/manager Bobby Ferguson's hoof from 15 yards covered, but the
ball deflected off the luckless Stuart Mason's boot and flew into the net.
County tried to step up their efforts, but

failed to really threaten again as
Wrexham ran out comfortable
2-1 winners.




Your local Mercedes—Benz dealer

Contact us now with
all your requirements

NEWGATE

MOTORS

EXCLUSIVE SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

Countess Way, Chester.
6 Telephone: (01244) 374473

gy . =l ‘ 2% ) Mercedes-Benz

Sainsburys
The Official Sponsors of the Yale Stand & Family Section

N/ ‘__'.',‘ | i -
el ol
=13 FOR ALL YOUR GLASS & GLAZING REQUIREMENTS

JOHN R. BOYLE

(WREXHAM) Ltd. Established over 40 years
TRADITIONAL GLASS MERCHANTS

Plate - Sheet - Mirrored -
Safety Glass - Double and Secondary Glazing vswlr'!t%'v:
uPVC WINDOWS & DOORS REPLACEMENTS
(Supply or supply & fitted)
Leaded Design - Safety Film 24
Original Leaded Lights Repaired HOUR
...  TRADE & RETAIL |CALLOUT
S FOR PROMPT ACTION CONTACT:
IfJERB UNIT 4, PANDY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, uUp
PANDY, WREXHAM SERVICE
Tel: (01978) 266319 Fax: (01978) 361598
B Y B e e i o i et 4
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* Sign contractors to Wrexham F.C. for over a decade *
* Vehicle Lettering * Shop Fronts # Site Boards *
* Screen Printing Factory Signs * Engraved Labels *

LOWEST PRICES

JVG

HITACHI Panasonic

ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE

SONY Technics

Fixed price labour charges on
T.V. VIDEO
CAMCORDER
HI-FI, MICROWAVE
& SATELLITE REPAIR SERVICE

Check our prices before
you buy. No gimmicks just straight
forward honest deals.
We will not be beaten!

Sole Proprietor:
IAN PRITCHARD
Unit 6, Tower Close,
Abbey Road,
Redwither Complex,
Wrexham Industrial
Estate, Wrexham.

For traditionally baked
fresh crusty bread.
Confectionery and savouries
of the highest quality

The Village Bakery (Coedpoeth) Ltd.
Ruthin Road, Minerva, Wrexham 720558

* Specialists in all types of Signs *
* Over 20 years experience *

hone: 01978 660193
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|QUESTION TIME

So how much do you know about football? Here's
fifteen guestions, compiled by SHAUN WILLIAMS, to test
you. The answers are on page 47.

Which current Welsh international did Luton sell to
Arsenal for £2.5m in January 19952

When the Hatters won the Littlewoods Cup by ALWAYS |N THE KNOW

defeating Arsenal in 1988, which current Premiership
boss netted one of their goals..?

... and in the same vear, they also reached the Simod WREXHAM'S ONLY INDEPENDENT
j)l,l\l:\:‘”.lnllﬂl}:lt lost 4-1 to which current Second SPORTS RETAILER
WHERE SERVICE COUNTS

Having been awarded 58 caps for Northern Ireland,
who holds the record as Luton’s most capped player?

Which two players - both of whom are no longer with
the club \.«'nu:\_i for Wrexham in last season’s - "
success at Kenilworth Roadd? p
Karl Connolly secured the matchball with a hat-trick in a 5-
2 away victory over the Hatters in September 1997, Which
two other former Reds were also scored in thar game
lleSie
Broadwood Stadium is the home to which high flying %) eSS
Scottish Second Division side? - LA
vich plaver scored the only goal of the friendly

rational played between Germany and Scotland in
April 19997

lan Wright has been on the books of four clubs during Kappa

the 1999/2000 season, can you name them?

Name the three Wrexham players o score hat-tricks in STOCKISTS OF ALL LEADING BRANDS

the record breaking 10-1 victory over Hartlepool at the

Racecourse in March 19627 WITH OVER 300 SPECIALIST SPORTS
h‘\ the last 20 y , four ¢ urrent .N;nu_‘\n\\ ide League SHOPS NAT'ONWIDE

sides have been defeated in FA Cup Final replays, who
are they?

Name the two losing semi-finalists in the 1998 World KNOW YOUR FACTS FROM
e THE WORLD OF

Which team won the Vauxhall Conference in 1996, but

were refused entry to the Football League? & 10 ARGYLE STREET Reds I-earn lesson

Which country did Wales meet for the only time to WREXHAM There is very little one can say about the debacle against Oldham
date in a march played in Tokyo in June 19927 Tel: 01978 265604 Athletic hcrc L the Racecourse two weeks ago. Both the playvers
owledged that the performance was

Peter Shilton's record br ing 1005 ue o1 . . Nz 1 ! the frustrated Wrexham fans were fully
1 5 appearances were made while with eight different email: Iyonsmtersport@enterpnse.net I TR NG, y .
stball League clubs, can you name them? http:llwww.mari.comllyons
Neweastle United player working

WREXHAM A.F.C. GROUND REGULATIONS © ety i mdied 9 combt 4 e Lt s

- " ¢an such a
In the interest of Spectator Safety the following conditions apply at the Racecourse @ fortunes have taken part in the place

Ground and will be enforced by the Club's stewards, with the full support of North of just seven days. For the Wrexham side that took the field at

Wales Police: REMEMBER " b5 E the Manor Ground last Saturday produced a superb display of
(1) The club has the right to refuse entry or eject any person wha refuses to be searche acking football that left the home defence floundering.

bgr aAsteward of ﬂhul\!ire lufltlcen iy v rststne e T e e T [ | Karl Connolly’s diving header gave the Reds’ the perfect start
o ‘ R :
(2) Any person who fails to comply with instructions from a ste gy Jecio i and when new loan-signing Danny Allsopp doubled the lead

the ground R
3) fny person whose behaviour could reasonably be construed as consisting a source of hortly : 'mc.r half-time, Wr xuam seemed set fair for the three
danger, nuisance or annoyance to other spectators may be ejected. ALSO It is a criminal e : wards' 71st minute effort gave Briz
offence, for which you may be arrested to- Y e \u}c a nervous few moments before Allsopp pounced on a
(1) Throw anything on to the pitch or at players, officials and other supporters. H mistake from Paul Lundin to put the result beyond doubt.
(2) Take part in any indecent or racist chanting. > Darren Fcrgu»mu recalled to the starting line-up after recovering
(3) Go on to the playing surface at any time. ] E from a of flu, added the fourth in injury time to set the seal
(4) To try to enter the ground with intoxicating liquor B On A m cent performance.
(5) To try to enter the ground whilst drunk, } § 1t was the first time the Reds' had scored four goals in a league
(6) To possess any article, such as knives, bottles, fireworks, smoke canis cans and ! match since the win at Luton Town in September 1997, It
flagpoles which might be used as offensive weapons. wias the perfect tonic for the travelling supporters who now
7) Use behaviour which is threatening, abusive or insulting towards another must be hoping that such form can be transmitted into another
Persons convicted of criminal offences will become subject of Exclusion Orders banning : thuc ]mmls this afternoon
them from all Football League grounds.

e ——————————————————

16 Wrexham Club Call 09068 121 642  cuils charged at 60p per minuite all times




R ¥

'

fo s g

18 Wrexham Club Call 09068 121 642

Calls che

g
“

i)

wed at 60p per minwte all times

DAILY

The comprehensive de

performance of the se

was the third in a row and ruult- clsewhere
pushed them closer to the bottom four.

The main points

When man Brian Flynn called this pro
t performance for many a lor
of the Wrexham fans present will be
all due respect to visitors Oldham their
comfortable vicr /
cffort than it did to ar X y that they may
have. As a result those th mes at the
1 of January/early February ‘m a distant
y as this tl g
thar dreaded r
alwavs seemed 1o be beneficial
: oing the opposit ay 1o
ch an exte following this defear we found
itting nni‘ three its clear of the bottom
ir. With the Racecour
the count

n and lln
Although it

NLENt one w]nml that the Reds b
iviclual mistakes that once
Iy had suppor Lo term
i s 10 Wigan than the Reds
on 12 minutes. §

unchall
rds. With Latic
one E :r marches
at half time but before six
mnwnnl\n\ hu!wll[ Gareth Owen
[ pOsSession t Iun
converted Paul Rickers
Imnnm I
he bar then who kng
( Dudley whao rounc

LEADER

ure everyone of those baying for blood don't
ham to go down. Unity has to be the
key to make sure they don’t.

Match quotes

How can you possibly n
like that? Well, and to his «
Flynn didn’t. “From first minut
our worst performance for
admitted. “Only one or two came out of it
credit. Paul Barrett was one, but we nec: we than
ituation in which we find ourselves. We
1 any col n, we I d any sort of cr
wu could say that w issed some
v who has composure in there, bur we
st all round. We don't like it bur we
accepr it. Bur the plavers are only human and they
make mistakes. They don't intend to, but unfortunarely
st certainly been punished
s' boss insisted thar wharever

out of the game would be anc

sford Uni
We'll have 1o
=, though there
t pack in. The lads have
ot 1o show strength of character. But |
an stay up, even dfter a performance like
it enough here wiously Ul ha
sthen now in certain ar

wn,” he said,
o criticism from the fans

We simply won't s : like that. [ apole
the fans that performanc just neve
with the game

1Deryn Brace Wrexham | Oldham Athletic

takes on the
Oldham
defender

Kevin Dearden

Mark McGregor

Deryn Brace

Brian Carey

Stephen Roberts

Paul Barrett

Gareth Owen

Danny Williams W46
Karl Connolly

Andy Morrell W 46
lan Stevens |67

2Paul Barrett
beats his man

s i

3 Andy Morrell
gives chase to a
through ball

S~ —
&5 o° W 0o

N
N

Kristian Rogers

LRLERIICEGEIN | 10 Dean Spink 29
tells the sorry 8 Kevin Russell )

25  Robin Gibson 18

tale 31 Craig Faulconbridge 28

Manager: Brian Flynn

Booked Goal Substitution

m L ] 73
Sent-off  Own goal Minutes

Gary Kelly

Paul Jones
Andrew Holt
Shaun Garnett
Mark Hotte
Neil Adams
Lee Duxbury
Paul Rickers
Richard Graham
Steve Whitehall
Craig Dudley

David Miskelly
Ryan Sugden
Danny Boshell
Stuart Thom
Paul Beavers

Manager: Andy Ritchie

Match points
Form guide
* Bronze Referee: Ro
*e Silver | Attendance: 3,603

see Gold | Away support: 845
Conditions: Fine

Calls charged at 60p per minute all times 09068 121 642 Wrexham Club Call 19




Aussie Danny Allsopp scored twice on his
Wrexham debut in a crucial six-pointer at
the Manor Ground

The main points

When your journey involves passing an overturned
boat on the M40 (yes, on the motorway) and a giant
shark diving through the roof of a house near the
ground you know vou are in for a day with a difference.
And so it was to prove as Wiexham recorded their
biggest away win since that incredible afternoon at
Luton two-and-a-half years ago. With Oxford nestling
alongside the Reds in the tble this was always going to
be a erucial game and one in which avoiding defeat was
imperative. To therefore come away with such an
emphatic victory was especially pleasing for the faithful
travelling fans on the open away end. The contribution
ol on-loan striker Danny Allsopp will inevitably take
most of the plaudits following his double salvo but this
wis 4 suceess that had its foundations on a solid team
performance in which every player played his part. The
fact that ream had o be ¢ hanged twice within the
opening 21 minutes due to injuries to Deryn Brace and
Paul Barrett made the victory even berter, Although
Oxford made the brighter start the Reds’ confidence
soon began to flow once Karl Connolly's diving header
opened the scoring after 15 minutes. Tvo minutes into
the second half Wrexham's advantage was doubled
when Allsopp brushed aside a defender and beat Paul
Lundin with a well-executed shot. Kevin Dearden did
well to keep out a Nigel Jemson header a minute later
but the home side did reduce the lead on 71 minutes
when Christian Edwards headed home. Then came the
moment home keeper Lundin will quickly want ta
forget. With Allsopp bearing down on him the Swedish
completely missed an artempred clearance and Allsopp
glecfully stroked the ball into the empty net in front of
the ecstatic Wrexham contingent. That was the énd of
the contest and when Darren Ferguson latched onto
Allsopp's return piss on 88 minutes to steer a low drive
past Lundin the celebrations were well and truly
underway especially when results from elsewhere
filtered through.

Two minutes from the end Ferguson ran on
to a defence-splitting return pass from
Allsopp to complete the rout.

Match quotes

What a difference a week can make. After the huge
disappointment following last Saturday’s home
defeat by Oldham everyone at the club was clearly
enjoying the boot being on the other foot this time
around, “It’s a rollercoaster game with highs and
lows,” Reds’ manager Brian Flynn said after the
game. “We desperately needed 1o bounce back from
the result and the performance last week. We did
that well today, We'd like to think it will give us the
spark that's been lacking in recent weeks,” he
added. “It’s a convincing win away from home and
it's obviously going to boost our confidence but the
most important thing for me was the way we went
about it after what happened last week. We were
determined, we were strong in all departments. |
decided to play Karl Connolly up front. He hasn't
played there much this season and we thought with
Danny coming in it might freshen things up for Karl
as well and it did. You expect to be under some
pressure away from home and they bombarded us
in the second half. On occasions we rode our luck
bur we cleared our lines, got bodies in the way and
Kev Dearden made a wonderful save within 20
seconds of us scoring our second goal, which was
important.”

New signing Danny Allsopp also had an extremely
enjoyable debut, “It was great,” he said. “I've scored
two and had a hand in another and the team got a
good win. It could not have worked out better. At
half time with us 1-0 up the boss said we needed to
keep a clean sheet and although we didn’t manage
to do that we took our chances at the other end.”
Oxford boss Dennis Smith was understandably livid
with his side’s display and held nothing back in his
scathing comments after the game. “I am absolutely
seething,” he said, “You wonder whether people
have the passion needed and there are going to be a
few backsides kicked,”

erad  oxford United
stretch to head

Wrexham .

home our first 13 Paul Lundin
2 Les Robinson
3 Paul Powell
30 Christian Edwards @ 71
15 Simon Weatherstone 49
4 Peter Fear
e 7 Matt Murphy
? 3?{?{:: dildbﬁn = 9 MarkAnthrobus W71

6 Craig Russell m/l
another Wrexham 11 Joey Beauchamp

attack 24 Nigel Jemson

4 Danny ‘couldn’t 1 Andre Arendse
give a XXXX' for 17 Jon Shepheard
Oxford as he 22 Mickey Lewis
elebrates his 12 Jamie Cook 9
celebrates his 10 Derek Liley 4

second
Manager: Dennis Smith

1 Kevin Dearden
14 Deryn Brace W19
3 Phil Hardy ¥
5 Brian Carey
17 Steve Roberts
15 Paul Barrett mZl
8  Kevin Russell W58
32 Darren Ferguson @ 88
25 Robin Gibson
9 Karl Connolly @15 9
33 Danny Allsopp ® 1778

22 HKristian Rogers

12 Dave Ridler 14
4 Gareth Owen 15

28  Andy Morrell

31 Craig Faulconbridge

Manager: Brian Flynn

5 Darren Ferguson

completes the
scoring with this
strike and [l @ 73

[ ] | |
Booked Goal
Sent-off

Wrexham's fourth Own goal

Substitution

Minutes

. Match points
Form guide :
* Bronze | Referee: Bill Jardan (Tring)
*e Silver | Attendance: 4,988
00 Gold | Away support: 351
Conditions: Good
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Y WREXHAM ON TOUR

PACKAGE 1 PACKAGE 2

The Club has released details of two trips that have been organised for fans wishing to
travel to the Caribbean in May and support the team on their end of season tour.
There are two packages on offer, one for 6 nights and the other for 14.

17-23 May 2000 3 nights Trinidad
3 nights Tobago

18 May - 1 June 2 nights Trinidad /
12 nights Tobago

Guest House  Sharing £599 Guest House  Sharing £729
Single £679 Single £899

3 Star Hotel  Sharing £699 3 Star Hotel Sharing £869
Single £839 Single £1,179

4 Star Hotel  Sharing £889 4 Star Hotel Sharing £1,349
Single £1,149 Single £1,999

Prices include:

® Return international flights on BWIA from London
Heathrow to Piarco, Trinidad.

Cold beer welcome at the airport.

Transfer to and from the airport and the matches.
Accommodation as selected.

Breakfast included whilst in Trinidad.

Exclusive Wrexham tour bag and T-shirt.
Supporters function with team.

Beach party extravaganza.

Places are limited, so please book early to avoid ) . A . iy ;
disappointment. Contact Allan Thomas at the Club Shop TRINIDAD & 1;BAG°
(01978 352530) for further details.

GRAND CARIBBEAN RAFFLE

As part of the promotion for this trip, we have been given six free holidays to raffle
off amongst supporters. They will be put up as pairs of prizes in draws held at three
upcoming games, those against Burnley, Reading and Bournemouth.

Tickets are only valid for one draw and will cost £5.00 each.

As well as the chance of winning a pair of these great holidays in each raffle, we will
also be having runners-up prizes.

Second prize will be a year’s free supply of rum and third prize will be a year’s free
supply of beer.

Draw tickets will be available from sellers around the ground next Saturday, as well as
a number of outlets including the Club Shop.

Make sure of your chance to be in the Caribbean this May, by getting your raffle ticket
at the Burnley game.
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ere are not too many players who can claim to have trodden the hallowed turf of
Cardiff's National Stadium in pursuit of both round and oval ball codes, but David Walsh
is one of them. Quiet and unassuming, Wrexham's highly rated international goalkeeper
began his sporting career on the rugby field before finding his niche between the posts.

“Rugby was my first sport, which I
took up whilst I was still at Bryn-y-
Baal Primary School in Mynvdd Isa,
where 1 grew up. As the school didn't
play the game [ joined the set-up at
Mold, and I made enough progress
as a4 prop to earn a call-up to the
North Wales XV It was as 4 member
of the Mold side that 1 was able o
turn out at the National Stacdium, as
we won through to the final

of a national competition.”

Most of my mates played football,
and I would occasionally go with

them to watch their games. Up to the

age of nine or ten rugby was all that 1
plaved - to he honest, it was all 1 was
interested in at that stage - but, then,

1 took up one of my friends’
suggestion that I try my luck at
football and went between the posts
for one of their games. 1 enjoved the
experience, and stuck with it."There
was just enough time to play my way
into the school side ar Bryn-y-Baal
hefore I moved on to Argoed High, 1
also joined up with Mynvdd Isa

Juniors, who plaved their games on 4

Saturday morning, because 1 quickly
developed an appetite for the game
and wanted to play as many matches
as | could. By this time football and
rughy were competing on equal
terms for my time, and for a while 1
plaved both sports. Gradually,
however, the demands grew such
that 1 became unable to do either full
justice, so | had to choose between
the two, Football won, and I gave up
plaving rugby from the age of

twelve. "By the time that [ was
fourteen 1 had earned call-ups for
hoth Clwyd Schoaolboys and
Flintshire, so 1 was perfectly satisfied
that 1 had made the right decision.
Danny Williams was in the same
Clwvd side as me - and | must be one
of very few footballers of my age
group who can’t claim to have played
in the same team as Michael Owen!
Obviously, we all knew who he was -
he had a massive reputation even in
those days - but 1 honestly cannot

recall playing either with or against
him.” As 1 developed I'joined

Buckley & Bistre, a good Sunday

league side who competed in the
Eastham League, whose games were
in addlition to those 1 continued to
play on a Saturday. When their
manager agreed to take charge of
Neston - another Sunday League side
but of a higher standard - [ moved
with him, and this then forced me to
quit playing for Mynydd Isa. "During
my time at Neston we took part in a
vouth tournament staged at
Blackpool. 1 played against a side
from Manchester United, and
obviously caught the eye of a scout
from Oldham, because ar the end of
the competition | was invited over to
Boundary Park to take part in some
trials. Nothing subsequently
marterialised, however, Neston's

reputation as a successful, skilful side

meant that our games regularly
artracted a number of scouts from
the Football League clubs. To
illustrate this point vou need only o
consider the fact that Wrexham
eventually signed four of us on
schoolboy forms - Andy Griffiths,
Dave Swannick, Julian Pepper, and
myself - after Mike Buxton had
checked out our potential for
himself"Because it was difficult for a
club of Neston's size to provide
specialised coaching for goalkeepers
maost of what [ was able to pick up
came from watching other ~keepers
in action. That all changed when 1
started coming over to Wrexham to
take part in the now legendary
Monday night sessions at the back of

the Yale Stand. Mike Buxton and Cliff

Sear directed operations, but 1 got
the chance to work with Grenville
Millington, and he was fantastic. 1
learned a lot in a very short time
thanks to him, and the debt thar |
owe him is an enormous one. They
were very enjovable days, and | used
10 look forward to my Monday
evenings very much indeed.” Those
sessions with Grenville eventually

paved my way to a place in the club’s
Youth team, and we won through to
the 1995 final of the Welsh Youth
Cup o play Cardiff City at
Aberystwyth. I was still in school at
this time, and though we lost 1-0 1
was satisfied that things were

progressing nicely for me.” The club
obviously thought so, too, and | was
offered a YTS place in the summer,
along with Andy, Dave, and Julian
from Neston, and Leigh Edwards,
another goalkeeper, Throughour the
subsequent two years'
apprenticeship he and 1 became
competitors and close friends: he
was - still is - a very fine goalkeeper
indeed, with lots of natural ability,
and 1 suppose the fact that he is no
longer part of the professional game
serves to emphasise just how fine is
the dividing line between success
and failure at this level. He was very
highly regarded by the club
throughout his time here, and, as I'l]
come on to explain, I needed a big
slice of good fortune to earn a
contract ahead of him.” Tranmere
Rovers had obviously been
monitoring my progress during my
days ar Neston, too, and they also
offered me YTS terms at the time
that 1 was about to sign for Wrexham.
But they were too late: by the time
that they made their move 1 had
already settled my mind upon a
future at the Racecourse. I can
remember quite clearly the very first
time that I saw Wrexham in action, 1t
was the home leg of the European
Cup-Winners' Cup tie against
Manchester United, when we did
really well to hold the evenrual
winners of the competition to 2-0in
view of the number of youngsters
we'd been forced to play because of
the UEFA rules of the time, My first
League game was a Fourth Division
fixture against Rochdale, which, if 1
remember correctly, we won quite
comfortably. I'd signed schoolboy
forms by this time, and was
encouraged to arttend as many games
as possible to settle into the club.”All
the way through my two years' YTS 1
had Leigh for company, and he
provided me with some top-class
competition, We were very -

the
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1 KEEPING FAITH
David shows
how much he
wants the No.1
jersey

- imilar in those days, both in
stvle und in build, and we would
occasionally play in alternate games -
intended, [suppose, to keep us both

on our toes, In those days [ was fairly

tall, but shghtly built, and so |
worked at developing mv body
strength to make me better able to
look after myself. 1 was made very
aware of the need to do that as |
played in the Cymru Alliance as a 15
year-old!" By and large, my early years

at the ¢lub were very successful ones.

We followed that 1995 Welsh Cup
Final with another run to the Final a
year later, when we played Swansea
City ar the National Stadium as a
curtain-raiser to the Welsh Cup Final
between Barry Town and
Llansantffraid. And we won, 3-2,
which was the perfect way to
celebrate my second appe

ance in
the capital. “I've also got a tidy
collection of championship medals.
We waltzed the Second Division of
the Welsh Narional League whilst |
was still at school, and repeated the

feat in the First Division at the end of

the following season, my first as a
YTS. My second year YTS saw us
finish at the top of the table yet again
- so L was getting used to the sweet
taste of success in those days.” Then,
to cap itall, I got to sample
international football. Leigh had
become established as the regular
Welsh Yourh team ‘keeper, and he
was doing so well that I couldn't
force my way in. One evening, as
Wiales prepared to face Northern
Llreland in a friendly at the
Racecourse, 1 was training with
Grenville as usual and we chatted
about my ambitions to play for my
country. He impressed upon me the
need 1o keep working extremely

hard, and he instilled in me the belief

that my chance would come if | was
hungry enough for it. He was dead
right, too, because - eventually - | was
handed the opportunity to show
what 1 could do in a friendly against
England at Lilleshall. That was a
major boost, because I'd broken my
arm at the start of the season, and it
had affecred my confidence for a
while."Shortly afterwards 1 was
named in the Welsh squad for the
Milk Cup tournament in Ireland,
when I played against Russia and the
competition’s hosts, We beat Russia
3-0 before wking on the lrish, to
whom we lost 1-0. I got knocked out
in that game - so it wasn't all roses,
but it was still a fantastic experience
for me. Like a long list of players
before me - and after - [ cannor
praise too highly the abilities of
Jimmy Shoulder. He is an absolutely

brilliant coach and a great motivator
of his players, and the experience of
working with him was a very great
privilege indeed."Holland was our
next P\[Up_ and lhl' Eurc )PL‘HH
championships. We travelled down to
London prior to travelling over for
the wournament, where we used
Chelsea’s training camp as our base.
I'd joined up with the squad,
expecting to be little more than a
stand-by, s0 you can imagine my
surprise when I was pulled to one
side after one of our trdining sessions
1o be told that 1 had been given the
nod to start the games against
Holland and Scotland. Leigh was the
other " keeper,
come to be r
choice I naturally assumed that he
would be lined up for the opening
matches, so 1 was as surprised as |
was delighted by this news.
Obviously, limmy Shoulder and his
staft had seen something to persuade
them that T was worthy of the
chance; and, I maintain to this day,
the edge that it then gave me over
Leigh became a major factor when
the club eventually had to make a
decision about which of us to retain.
See what | mean about a very fine
dividing line between success and
failure? “On arrival in Holland we
staved in the same hotel as Scotland
and Lithuania - all of whose plavers
were upwards of 6’7" tlll The overall
standard of the competition was
extremely high: most of the Dutch
Jads came from Ajax, so they were
used 1o playing together, and the
pitches and general facilities were
absolutely superb. We did really well
against Holland, holding them to 0-0
with about ten minutes to go. Then,
they brought on one of their
substitutes, a Vialli look-alike who
was obviously a huge local favourite
because the crowd had been
chanting his name for ages hefore he
came on. With virtually his first touch
he hit a screamer from about thirty
vards that was flving straight into the
top corner. 1 managed to ger a hand
to that one, but had no chance at all
when he did the same thing again a
few minutes later. A late second
added to our woe and we ended up
losing the game 2-0."The Scotland
match was heading towards a
goalless draw, which would have
been quite an achievement
considering that we had been
reduced to ten men for most of it,
and that we'd also conceded a
penalty, which I saved. But, an own
goal in the last ten minutes did for
us, and we lost again, 1-0."Changes
were made for the game against the

ind because he had

ded as the first

DAVID WALSH

Date & Place of Birth:
29th April 1979/ Xrexham

(Almost) On This Day:

1st May 1979

Football League Division Two

Notts County 1 Wrexham 1(Giles)
Team: Niedzwiccki, Sutton, Dwyer,
Cegielski, J.Roberts, Giles, Shinton
(Williams), Cartwright, McNeil, Buxton,
& Fox. At 4,374,

Career Stats:

Wrexham Jul 1997 (Pro) 0 League
games, 3apps in other competitions®
(*to 3rd March 2000)

International Honours:
Wales Youth Int; Wales Under-18 Int

»
Lithuanian giants, in order to give as i
many players as possible a taste of 1
international football, and 1 was one !

of those to make way for someone
else. Even so, it was a marvellous
experience to be a part of a squad
that included the likes of Craig
Bellamy, John Oster, Chris Llewellyn, p
Lee Phillips, and Steve Thomas, A
week or two later [ was packed off to
Holland again, this time as a member
of the Under 21 squad. Though 1
didn’t get to play on this occasion
the trip provided me with more
useful experience. The Whalley
brothers had charge of the Under
21s, and their methods were
completely different to those of
Jimmy Shoulder, Whilst they might
not have been everyone's cup of tea
they certainly provided us all with a

very different perspective of the
game - experiences which will
undoubtedly reap their rewards as
my career progresses."With things
developing very nicely at
international level 1 now had to sort
out my future at Wrexham. My two
years' YTS were completed in the
summer of 1997, whereupon both
Leigh and myself were awarded one
vear professional contracts. That
didn’t really surprise either of us: he
was 4 highly regarded Youth
international ‘keeper, and [ felt thar |
had done enough to earn mv chance.

Julian Pepper and Dave Swannick

were allowed 1o leave, however,
another sad reminder that not every
aspiring voung footballer’s story has
a happy ending.”It’s strange 1o think
that I've since made greater strides
for my country than I have for my
club. The heaven-sent opportunity to
take part in that tournament in
Holland proved to be the
springboard that catapulted me into
the Welsh Under 21 set-up, and

26 Wrexham Club Call 09068 121 642

Calls charged at 60p per minute all times

though I've vet to win my first cap at
that level I have been a regular
member of the squad for some time.
Anthony Williams, of Blackburn
Rovers, is currently ahead of me in
the queue, and he has been
performing so well that 1 haven't
really expected to be given the nod
ahead of him. However, he'll soon be
oo old to be eligible for selection, so
I'm hopeful that all the work I've put
in will earn me my chance one day.
That remains a very real ambition,
because I'd love to be able to
represent my country at all the
various levels as my career develops.”
Leigh was released at the end of our
first year as professionals, and he’s
now at Flexsys Cefn Druids where he
combines League of Wales foothall
with work as a bricklayer. We keep in
touch, and he's enjoying his football
at the moment - though 1 can't avoid
the feeling that, because of his
undoubted ability, he should still be

“I've been at Wrexham for six years now, and |
know that | have to press my claims for a place
in the first team a lot more forcefully.”

playving full-time.” My new deal
promaoted me to second choice
‘keeper at the club, after Andy
Marriott had moved on, and gave me
the chance to work with Fred Davies,
the club’s goalkeeper coach. Like
Grenville, he is a first class teacher,
and I fecl that I have improved
considerably as a result of his advice
It’s interesting to watch him put the
vounger ‘keepers through their
paces, because he’s able 1o school
them before they start to pick up bad
habits, and I've noticed how one or
two of them have responded in the
right way and made quite rapid
strides.”] eventually got my chance in
the first team at the end of last
season, when | was included in the
side to face Cardift City in the first leg
of the Welsh Premier Cup semi-final.
A 3-1 victory, and a couple of decent
saves that earned me the sponsors’
“Man of the Match™ award, made it a
perfect occasion; and the
champagne, coming two days before
my twentieth birthday, was very
much appreciated! The win set us up
nicely for the final - though, as you
won't need reminding, that ended
disastrously with a defeat against
Barry. "Since then, I've had to be
patient. [ was pitched in against
Preston for our Auto Windscreens
Shield tie earlier this season, which

has been my only other senior
appearance - so en though a
trip to Deepdale is a daunting
prospect 1 was fully prepared for the
challenge, and 1 felt

that I gave a
reasonable g
myself in spite

count of

of the 4-1 v

scoreline in the b \

hosts’ favour. \ )

Earlier this )
season | had a V5 )
spell out on o L s

loan with

Connah's Quay

Nomads, and really enjoyed
my time with them. They are a
well-organised League of Wales club,
with a great set-up and a fantastic
team spirit. Because there were a
number of familiar faces to greet me
LUpon my dr | - Paul Jones, Steve
Hopkins, Julian Pepper, Andrew
Thomas, Andy Griffiths, and Paul

©

Mazzarella all spent some time at the
Racecourse, and 1 also knew Jon
Kenworthy, once of Tranmere - 1
settled in pretty quickly. and that
helped me no end. 'm a fairly quiet
tvpe of lad, and 1 need to play games
to keep up my confidence levels, so
from that point of view my time with
the Nomads did me a power of good.
"I've been at Wrexham for six years
now, and | know that I have to press
my claims for a place in the first team
a lot more forcefully. 1 believe that
I'm good enough, burt, then, if 1
didn’t I couldn’t really expect anyone
else to have faith in me, could [7 My
present contract expires at the end of
the season, so - clearly - I've got it all
to do, particularly with the rapid
strides now being macde by Kristian.”
The irony of David Walsh's situation
will not be lost upon the generation
of Wrexham's fans who remained
loval to the cause throughout the
dark, despairing, days of the eighties,
as the club trawled through a
bewildering list of goalkeepers in its
bidl to steady a ship heading fast for
the rocks. Those same fans, who
have already seen enough of his
ability to appreciate his potential
undoubtedly hoping that his chance
will come in far more favourable
circumstances.
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1 LENNIE
LAWRENCE
Luton Town
Boss

2 STUART
FRASER
takes on the
Wigan
defender

3 ADAM LOCKE
Luton Town's
Midfield
Dynamo

Despite their recent down turn in league results, this has still been a very good season for the

Hatters, Phil Jones explains why.

Followers of Luton Town will be glad to see the back of

Februs

in five

ary. Their nightmare month, which brought four defeats
2AIMCsS, has l,'L‘!'LHﬂl‘\‘ put the brakes on any Promaouon

play-off push, after the team had been in such a good form at

the start of the month

Prior to February, and with just one defeat in their previous
seven games, successive victories coming over Cardiff and
Readir

coupled with a side scoring at will, seemed 1o
suggest that they were in a prime position to mount such a
challenge. But over the past month the wheels have certainly
come off the Hatters bandwagon. Confidence will have been
knocked following defeats at the hands of Bournemouth,
Bristol Rovers and Brentford, all at Kenilworth Road, whilst
another reverse, away to Bury, just added to their woes.

The situation would call usually call for drastic measures, but
for Luton Town, their current position is probably far higher
than most would have imagined for them at the start of the
season. When just days before the opening fixture at Notts
County, they could even have folded altogether

Towards the end of last season, amidst mounting debrs, the
majority creditor and long time supporter, Cliff Bassetr, called
in receivers to the club, following a protracted and public
dispute between directors. Just hours before the new
campaign’s start, with the club up for sale and in
administration, debts had been cleared to a large extent,
thanks o manager Lennie Lawrence having raiscd £1.4m
from the sale of players after the receivers were called in.
The Foothall League threatened to throw Luton out if they
could not sort a satisfactory solution out, and the threat
appeared to work, with the majority sharcholding passing to
Clitf Bassett, just hours before the League's deadline.

Manager Lawrence decided to stay on, despite losing
members of his back room and his
first team staff, all in a bid to cut the
wage bill. Their laree wage bill was
probably a legacy from the days
spent in higher divisions, as Luton
have only recently slipped back into
Division Twa, after spending most
of the past decade in
distinguished company:

They were relegated in 1996 and

maore

looked well set for a quick return to
Division One, but fell away crucially
ar the final hurdle, finishing third
and ultimately  succumbing 1o
Crewe Alexandra in the dreaded
play-offs. Some would argue that
they have never recovered from
that two legged defeat, and it
appeared so the following season as
the side struggled o 17th position,
followed by a4 mid-table 12th last
term.

So why then if the club is in such a
parlous  state, has  the  side
performed so miraculously in such
circumstances. The answer lies in
the youth system ar Kenilworth

Road, and one look at the current side, will show that no
fewer than seven of those who started last Saturday's game
are 21 vears-old or under,

Their youth set-up has always produced some fine talent and
with all that has gone on off the field this term, they could not
have had a better insurance policy 1o cover the eventuality of
a financial crisis

That the youngsters have come on so well, is a tribute o
Lawrence and his team of coaches, who have nurtured the
likes of Matthew ‘Eaylor, Stuart Fraser, Liam George, Gary
Doherty. Emmerson Boyee and the very highly rated Matthew
Spring. All have been given their chance in the side, and have
taken it with relish, only last weekend Spring was rumoured
to be interesting ‘Tottenham Hotspur,

Some  have argued rthat voungsters do not  perform
consistently, which may explain recent results, with rookie
keeper Nathan Abbey has carrying the can for some of the
recent reverses. Indeed, Lawrence has brought in Ben
Roberts from Middlesbrough on a month's loan. Such deals
have to fit into the current wage structure at the club,
something chairman Chff Bassett keeps a close watch on

Off the field, many supporters will recall former Luton chiel
David Kohler's grand plans for the club a few season’s back
and the now infamous ‘Kohlerdome’, a new ground mooted
as far back as six season’s ago. Now consigned to memory,
Kohler has since departed, and with supporters concerns
over the long term future of the club, current incumbent CIiff
Buassett was quick to re-assure fans at a recent Supporters
Club open meeting, called o discuss the future of Luton
lown FC.

Asked about the future of the ground he replied: “We will be
here at Kenilworth Road for the foreseeable future at least
We do have plans for a new stadium and if we can hold the
team together, we would hope to be in Division One by then
“We have our best young players under contract, and with a
slight strengthening of the squad, we should be challenging
for promotion next season, if we don’t make it this time.
“When 1 first took over, | asked Lennie Lawrence what were
his thoughts on the current side and he said in his judgement
that we were going to be a top eight side.

“On the subject of the ground, we looked at a total of 26 sites
during David Kohler's time, and all agreed that Jet 10 of the
M1 was the only feasible site, and that still remains. We need
a new stadium with a capacity of about 12-15,000, which muy
not sound a lot, but we have to attract those not coming now

——

=
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1o start.

Asked whether he would invest in the current stadium or the team
he stated: “We must have a good stadium and a good team
together. That is the way forward, there has been a lot of talk over
the last eight vears. A good football team is good for the town, but
we must also have the facilities to attract investors and sponsors to
the club.

A final note of caution was sounded when asked if it was right for
any one investor to have so much control of a football club, as had
been so in the past: “There will be safeguards to ensure that the
situation does not arise again, where any one person can have rotal
control without the finance to back it up. [ want to see a working
board of directors, and no-one should hold more than 15 or 20%
of the shares, at any one time. The spread is important.”

Keen not to go down the route of the former owner, Bassett looks
set to oversee another interesting chaprer in the club’s history,
With Lennie Lawrence now in his [fifth season at the helm, the
chairman has seen enough to convince him that the club's troubles
are now firmly behind them. He does, however,. live in the real
world, which tells him thar with current gares around the 6,000
mark, Luton may in have to generate their revenue through the
transfer markets; That may not happen for a while, until the day
when a big bid for one of their talented youngsters finally comes in.
But after their recent financial troubles, that may prove too hard to
resist

mins 0-1
CONNOR

45 mins 1-1
OWuSsU

62 mins 1-2
EVi

ROBERTS
38 mins 1-2
CURETON
58 mins 1-3
CURETON
90 mins

Opposition Goals

Fehla
Brentford (H)

Feh 5
Bournemouth (H
Lost 1-2 “Won 2-1




BACK FROM LEFT
T0 RIGHT:

John Moare (Coach)
Ray McKinnon
Landry Zahana-Oni,
Adam Locke,
Efetabore Sodje
Alan White, Tresor
Kandol, Gary
Dacherty, Emmerson
Baoyce, Matthew
Taylar, Clive
Goodyear
(Physictherapist)
MIDDLE FROM LEFT
T0 RIGHT:

Trevor Hartley
(Coach), Andre
Scarlett, Michae!
Mcindoe, Gavin
MaGowan, Nathan
Abbey, Daniel Tate
Paul Mciaren,
Matthew Spring
Stuart Fraser,
Mandy Malins
(Fitness Trainer)
FRONT FROM LEFT
T0 RIGHT:

Phil Gray, Andrew
Fotiadis, Chris
Green (Director)
Cliff Bassett
(Director), Marvin
Johnsan (Club
Captain), Lennie
Lawrence (Team
Manager), Nigel
Terry (Directar),
Liam George, Stuart
Douglas.

I
known to his team mares, had made only eight first team
appearances prior to this season. At the end of last season, he and

 Wias an ever present this term untl last Saturday. “Tanny”

manager Lennie Lawrence, agreed that his future lay away from
Luton, and he was released. He joined a club in Antwerp, but the
deal went sour, then events at Luton gathered pace. Kelvin Davis,

last season’s keeper, moved on to Wimbledon and after returning
to England following the summer's break, Nathan found himself
signing forms once more, A former YTS player with the club, he
was dropped last weekend after making mistakes in Luton's 4-1
home defeat by Bristol Rovers a fortnight ago

2. GAVIN McGOWAN (Defender)

Injured earlier in the season, Gavin has recently returned to the
first team squad. A former Arsenal traine

. he has signed for Luton
s being on loan. The
permanent move was mide before the start of last season ancd

three times, the previous two spel

Gavin has now made over 50 appearances for the club. A former
England Youth and Schoolboy international, he is a right back who
can also perform in midfield. Tenacious in the tackle. he
sometimes picks up one or two cards more than he should, now
24 vears-old, that record should improve with experience.

4. MATTHEW SPRING (Midfield)

Splendidly consistent again this term, Matthew made a midfield

place his own last season, missing just one league game. Only
another three missed this term, he is another former YTS player
to have broken through ar Kenilworth Road. Only 20 years-old,
Matthew picked up the “Young Player of the Season™ award during
9798, was rewarded with a regular place in the side and has just
made his 100th senior appearance in a Hatters shirt. Was last
weekend the subject of rumoured £3m bid from Spurs, which
national radio suggested might happen at the end of this season.

ALAN WHITE (Defender)

It appeared that he might be leaving, after spending time on loan
at Colchester United in November. The club’s apparently agreed a
fee, bur Alan remains at Kenilworth Road after being unable to
compromise on persanal terms, although he is out of contract in
the summer. To date Alan has made just four starts in the first

team this season, but that is around 65 appearances for the central
defender since coming to Luton from Middlesbrough in
September 1997, He made just one appearance at the Riverside,
and, ironically, the 23 vear-old scored his only goal last scason
against Colchester, at Layver Road.

Marvin has missed just five outings so far this term, which is his
17th season at the club and he is easily their longest serving
player. As a trainee back in 1984, Marvin impressed enough o
earn a professional contract before his YTS was up, although his
career has been interrupted by a series of injuries over the years.
However, he is a solid pro at the heart of the defence, who has
now made over 350 senior appearances during his unbroken spell
with the Haters, Now 31 years-old, Marvin is the team captain,
leading by example.

1. PHILGRAY (Forward) ¢
Signed for the club for a second time, back in September 1997,
Phil is'a Northern Ireland international who has earned 21 caps.
Belfast born, he has missed a large part of this season with an
injury, now thankfully cleared. Began his career at Tottenham as a
junior, where went on to spend five seasons as a professional,
although making just ten first team appearances. During that time
he was loaned to Barnsley and Fulham, before joining Luton Town
for £275,000 in the summer of 1991 In his first spell at Kenilworth
Road, Phil made almost 70 appearances, but was transferred to
Sunderland in July 1993 for a profitable £800,000. After spending
three seasons on Wearside, he then joined Nancy in France during
1996, but it was whilst plaving in Holland with his next club
Fortuna Sittard, in 1997, that he was contacred again by Luton
who wanted him to return, He suffered a series of injuries during
his first season back with Luton, but had a better campaign last
time out. Now 31 vears-old, Phil has scored four times so far this

rerm.

Established himself in the side last season, after being used in
previous years as a substitute. Stuart came through the ranks at
Kenilworth Road and turned professional in 1996, He shared top
goalscorer spot with Phil Gray on 11 goals last season, this term
however, he has neted just four. Not the wallest of strikers, his
pace can cause all sorts of problems though and still only 21 years
of age, he already has 120 first team games under his belt.

11. LIAM GEORGE (Forward) i

Has grabbed his chance in the first team this season, 4 some 12
months later than he would have liked. Having seemed set to
make an impact last term, he broke his leg against Wigan, and was
out for most of the year. Another promising voungster to have
broken through from the vouth sides, Liam made his debut in
September 1997 at Bristol City. A Republic of Ireland Youth
international, he was a prolilic goalscorer at junior levels and has

already netted 15 times so far this term, to easily be the top scorer
at the club. Not tall, he is able to use his pace to turn defenders in
the tightest of situations

12. GARY DOHERTY (Defender)

Donegal born, Gary is a commanding centre half, who has also
been utilised as a central striker. Just turned 20 years-old, Gary

made most of his appearances before this season from the
substitute’s bench, but has certainly blossomed this season as
Lennie Lawrence has given youth its head. Turned pro in 1997, he
has now made over 60 appearances, for the Hatters,

13. STUART FRASER (Defend

Not seen in the first team squad since December, Stuart is another
voungster to have progressed from the youth set up. A lefi back
essentially, he made his debut two seasons ago and continued his
improvement last season. With just ten appearances before this
season, Stuart has made 27 starts this term so far, having been
given a redl chance to hold down a regular place. Skipper of the
championship winning Youth team, which won the South East
Counties League last season, he is highly regarded at Kenilworth
Road

',1. 5 i

ay at school to gain his ‘A’
levels, before starting a
professional footballing
career. Having playved for
England at schoolboy level,
he is a pacey striker who was
expected to break through 1o
the first team in 1998, but an
ankle injury hampered any
chance of progress. He did,
however, make 25
appearances last season, with
over hall from the bench, and
it has been a similar story this
term, with him having to
sertle for a bench place
recently. Netted twice earlier
in the season, when given the
chance in the starting line-up,

Recently returned to the team, after serving a suspension,
Matthew had been ever present up until January, until being sent
off in the match at Stoke. The Oxford born 18 vear-old, is another
voungster to be given his debut this season by manager Lennie
Lawrence and he made his league bow at Notts County on the
opening day of the season. Equally at home in defence, Marthew

secured himsell a regular place in the side after impressing last

season in Luton's second string.

17. EMMERSON BOYCE (Defender)

Recently signed an extension to his contract, which will tie him to
Luton to 2002, Emmerson is a 20 year-old and former member of

their youth side. He had made just two appearances prior to this
season, but after being given his chance has performed superbly

at right back. Bags of pace, Emmerson can terrorise opposing
defenders with runs down the flank and has played in the Hatters’

last ten games. Another find for manager Lawrence.

. JAMES AYRES (Defender)

One of the many promising voung plavers Luton have had wo reply

on after the financial problems forced the club o cut its senior
squad. A commanding centre-half, James joined his home town
club ona YTS in 1996 and later skippered the youth team to the
SE Counties League title, He made his debur ar Oxford last
December in the AWS and has been on the bench from time to

time since. In February he joined neighbours Stevenage Borough
on loan, with Luton making it clear this was only to continue his
foathalling education and they had no intention of putting him in
the shop window.

28. ADAM LOCKE (Midfield)

One of the few
experienc
amongst

ranks, Adam joined from !

d players
the  Hatters’

Bristol City last summer
on a free transfer. With
the receivers in-situ at the
club, he was initially
offered a short term deal,
but after
enough,  was
extended terms to the
ison. Now

impressing
given

end of the s
29 ve

-old, Adam began
his career at Crystal
Palace as a trainee back in
1986, but was released ¢

before making a  first
team appearance. He
then joined Southend,
given his chance and l *

stayed at Roots Hall for “

three years before leaving

for Colchester. There were over 100 appearances at Layer Road
before another move, this time to Bristol City in the summer of
1997. He plaved a staring role last season at right back for the

Robins and was offered new terms, but chose to move back nearer

to his roots. Adam has made 20 appearances so far this term and

his experie

we has proved invaluable to such a young squad.

Made his Harrers debur last Saturday in their 2-1 defear by
Brentford, he is currently on loan from Middleshrough. Unable to

break into the Boro first team on a regular basis, Ben has
previously had loan spells at Hartlepool, Wycombe, Bradford City
and Millwall during the past five seasons. Now 24 years-old, and a
former England Under-21 international, the Bishop Auckland
born ‘keeper signed for Boro from school and became a
professional in March 1993, He has, however, made just 26 first

team appeatances in the senior team over the past seven seasons

40. JULIAN WATTS (Defender)

A nomadic defender, Julian has had almost as many clubs as our
own Kevin Russell! Signed from Bristol City at the start of the
season on a free transfer, having had fallen out of favour at Ashton
Gate. He had only signed for the Robins a year previously, but
never established himself in the side, being loaned out to Lincoln
City and Blackpool, although never making either move
permanent. A commanding central defender, he began his pro
career with Rotherham after signing from Frecheville CA a local
side;, that was in 1990, Two years he later realised a boyhood
dream by signing for his hometown club Sheffield Wednesday in a

£80,000 deal, Julian stayed at Hillshorough for four years, but

made only 18 appearances in their first team and after a loan spell
at Shrewsbury, moved to Leicester City for £210,000. He made 52
appearances at Filbert Street, during which time there were spells
with Crewe and Huddersfield on loan. Julian, who will be 29 years-
old next month, has played in all bar two games so far this season

at the heart of the Hatters” defence, but will be absent next week,

suspended as a result of being sent off against Brentford last
Saturclay.
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1 Neil Midgley
scores
against
Oldham
Athletic at
Boundary
Park in
Luten’s 2-1
defeat in
October

The main news items from Kenilworth
Road over the past month..

2 Lennie Lawrence. the vastly
experienced Hatters boss, admits
he is unlikely 1o pursue his

interest in signing Charlon’s Seort

er, as the cluly's injury crisis
ly cases: 1 still like him as

grac
1 plaver and bBelieve he would be
good for us but the urgency o

bring him here has receded

4 orrow's home march wirh
Bou nouth gives Luton the
chance to push their claims for a
plav-off place. “Three points would

leave us handily placed

comments manager Liwrence
5 Luton slip toa 1-2
at the hands of Bou
with only a

consolation strike

ome defear
cmouth,
th minute

n Emerson

Joyee, the first | of his league
career, 10 show [or their efforts

8 The Har

fashion after the Bournemouth

rs bounce back in fing

at to record a 2-1 vicrory over

de
play-off hopefuls Stoke City,
Northern Ireland International Phil
Gray is the star of the show with
his two seeond-lalf goals clinching
the three points

1 Continuing financial problems
may see Luton forced o sell
defender Alan White to Colchester
5,000. The 23-year-

not fig

Linited for $
ol ha
Lawrence's fir:

red regularly in
am this term.
12 Adrian Littlejohn seores the
only goal of the game as Bury bear
Luton 140 ar Giga 1

low shot past ke

e, curling a
r Narhan

Abbey: Hatters top scorer Liam

George is relegated 1o the
s bench

his error against Bury

substitu
14 s,

Lawr

e admits that he has no

regrets at handing Nathan Abley

the goalkeeping gloves following
Kelvin Davis' departure to
Wimbledon during the summer. “1
never once regret putting Nathan
in the team,” said Lawrence. “1
could obviously get a betrer
keeperif 1 had some money, but |
don’t regrer using him this

SEISON

16 Alan White turns down 1
proposed move to divisional rivaly
Colchester United. “If he wants o
leave and 1 ean ger my money back
onhim, then Tl be pretty happy.”
explaing Luron manager Leonnie
Lawrenie

19 Despite taking the lead through
Phil Gray, Luton eventually

succumb 14 to a rampant Bristol

Rowers side ar Ke rth Roacl
Nathan Abbey is ar faulr fo
two of the gouls and the 21-year-

ald keeper looks st to be rested,

provided manager Lennie

Lawrence can sign @ temporary
replacement

20 The Harrers have lost their last
wo home games and with them
any faint hopes of promotion
“The play-offs are now gone and
all we can really do s plan for next
season,” comments Lawrence, “lt
is a shame but | have some
reshuffling to do

21 Efe Sodje has admitted that he

was baffled by manager Lennice

Lawrence's refusal to listen o his
explanation o why he was late
returning from African Narions
Cup duty with Nigeria. Sodije
explained: “Lennie wanted to
know why | didn't ring on Monday
when the competition finished on
Sunday but communics
difficult in Nigeria You cannat just

pick up a phone and get through
nds. 1 1 was the only
one not to ring or come back 1

wainld wecept it more but 1 got

in twi se

back before Babayvaro and Kanu.”
22 Hatters manager Lennie
Lawrence plans talks with
experienced trio Phil Gray, Marvin
Johnson and Julian Watts to sort

our their furures ar the club, with
ill three due to be free agents ar
the end of the season

23 After continued discussions,
Luton boss Lennie Lawrence
reveals that Adam Locke is set to
sigra new contract with the club
until 2001, "He has done a good

job since arriving and he will be

here until the end of the next
season now, and 1'm delighted 1o

keep hold of him.” confirms

Lawrence
24 Hatters defender Efe Sodje is
transfer listed by the club in the

wake of his lare return from the
African Nations Cup, The former
Macclestield defender is also fined
dweek’s w
25 Midld! ugh's third choice

keeper, Ben Roberts, is sighed on

amonth's loan from the
Premiership club and is set to go
striight into the first-team for
tomorrow’s home match with
Brentford. "1 know Lennice well
from his Middleshre
I owe hint ot fo

ah days, and
siving me my

wame and then
helping me our now,” adds

first chance in the

Roberts. “1 hope 1 can repay him
by playing as well as 1 can during
my loan spell here

26 The Hatters poor home form
continues as this time Brentford
emerge victorious at Kenilworth
Roacl. Onee again it's the
experienced Phil Gray who gives

Luton the lead only for the T
take the points courtesy
from Llovd Owusu and Paul Evans
27 Lawrence pulls no punches with
his comments in the wake of the
larest home defear by Brentford

“We didn't play well and the result
said it all. There we
players belo
that rold. We

offside five vards from the halfivay

f our there and

ried o play the

ling, and rhat was naive 1o say the
least. Things will have o improve
and we will work hard 1o make
sure it happens

keeper Ben Roberts

s lack of match pracrice for

ial error in Saturclay’s
ainst Brentford. "My
fitness is very good. T just need the
match practice. 1should have
saved the second goal. There is no
doubt ahout it. I'll put my hands
up and rake full responsibility
There is no way 1 should concede
goals like rhat. It is nice 1o get

1 foothall, 1 have
played just one game in rhe

back into firse-t

reserves for Middlesbrough thi

season and Lam stll getting b
into the swing of things. Tonly
arrived at the club late last week
s after a full week's training 1l

week, P'mosure Twill settle in fine
Ihen you will see the real Ben
Roberts

28 Despite the arrival of Ben
Roberts, Luton supremo Lennice
Lawrence s confident Nathan
Abbey will come buack a stronger
players for his recent experiences
‘Itis not the end for Nathan. He
wil the

We just
needed some competition here

hacl done alright up o
Bristol Rovers game

and it will e a good experience
for him 1o challenge for the
goalkeeper's shirt. Abbey has the

right spirit and when vou goout
i the side Tike he has you

leave or stavand fight. 'm sure he
will do the Tatter and vou car

never rule out him coming back

@

32 Wrexham Club Call 09068 121 642

Calls charged at 60p per minute all tines

Sainsbury’s Stand
Moid End | Centre | Town End
Paddock || Paddock

Marston’s Stand Upper
Marston's Stand Lower
aoe1a) doy

Pryce Griffiths Stand

Home League Match
Prices 1999-2000

For match ticket availability please telephone
01978 262 129 during normal office hours Adult  Child/0AP

Pryce Griffiths Stand - Executive Area £16 -
Pryce Griffiths Stand £13 £8
Sainsbury's Stand £12 £7
Sainshury's Stand - Town End Family Ticket

1 Adult & 1 Child £14 -
1 Adult & 2 Children £17 -
Sainsbury’s Paddock £1 £6
.Marston's Stand £12 £7
Kop Terrace £10 £5

Next at the Racecourse

lan Wright, Wright, Wright - not!

Burnley are our next visitors to the Racecourse in just seven days
time, when manager Stan Ternent brings his promotion chasing
Clarets to North Wales for a clash that is vital to both sides’
differing ambitions.

With the Reds keen to secure the points necessary to ensure
Second Division football, our visitors will have their eyes set firmly
on bringing second flight football back to their impressive Turf
Moor home for only the second season since 1983. They currently
lie in fifth place in the table, but are just five points behind
Lancashire rivals Preston, who currently occupy the last automatic
promotion place and face up to each other at Turf Moor today.
The Clarets caused something of a stir when revealing the capture
of former Arsenal legend lan Wright on a free transfer from Celtic
a couple of weeks ago, and his frontline partnership with the ever
consistent Andy Payton could yet be the key to the club’s
promotion aspirations. That said though, it appears to be former
Crystal Palace and Glentoran midfielder Glen Little who pulls the
strings for Burnley. With his all-action style and thoughtful
promptings, he is a man that will have to be kept quiet if Wrexham
are to triumph.

Games berween the two sides are normally open and entertaining
affairs, and last season’s Racecourse meeting was no exception.
Dave Brammer gave the Reds the lead, only for Micky Mellon to
ensure a stalemate with just 14 minutes remaining.

Burnley are sure to bring their usual large and loud following, so
let's make sure that a good crowd of Reds fans are also present for
what promises to be an entertaining and crucial fixture.

Don’t miss it.
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DAVID KELLY

CAR DISMANTLERS

LLWYNEINION ROAD,
LEGACY, Nr. RHOS.

BREAKING OVER 1000 CARS.

% FOR GUARANTEED USED SPARES
I'h'ﬁ.\lél ’suppliers to JAGUAR

5 7 Pimicn .
A- spcinusy  16l: WREXHAM 843253,

; =
ent stadiums. Others play theirs on park pitches. -
winner thanks to the grant aid we can offer at every level, from
gue clubs right down to the very grass roots. ts |
s from The Football Association, The FA. Premie“l.eague.
thallers Association and Sport England. ¢ .
rfuture for our national game... now, and for generftio come,
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1 Waterhouse Scjuare. 138-142 Holborn, London ECIN 2ST. E-mail: enquiries@football-trust.org.uk
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Queensferry Sports ==

Teamwear Specialists

18 Station Road

Queensferry, Deeside, Clwyd.

P89 Boundfield Rd Telephone: (0244) 818378/812040
- London SE6 1PE FULL BODY &
B — G e rmne B SERVICE CENTRE
tel: 0181-4614214 ™ — B FOR ANY MAKE

7 614214 ‘ North Wales Largest Selection OF VECHICLE ‘OSWES’RY, lm
fax: 0181-695 1178 of Football Products J r HUGHES
e-mail: TROPREM @aol.com *10% off Boots with this advert*

o]
website: www.premierimage.co.uk Shop where the Professional shop Vidoﬂﬂ ROﬂd, osw o ' 69 ' 65349 '
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|_c OMMER[: IAI. MATTERS contact Allan Thomas on 01978 352536

PLAYERS' KIT
SPONSORS

¥

WREXHAM
Lacin]

Home Stnp

Paul Barret
Hacker Young
Deryn Brace
London Reds
Brian Carey
Richard Hughes
Murtyn Chalk
Steve Nock
Karl Connally
Direct Towing
01978 264742
Diarren Ferguson
Solutions Interior Design
01244 570670
Kevin Dearden
Wrexham Lager
Juke Edwards
Red Passion
Robin Gibson
WAFC Internet Mailing List
Phil Hardy
Grays Electrical
Craig Fauleonbridge
Jamie Jones aged 7
David Lowe
Wrexham Motoring
Supplies
Mark McGregor
Rebecca & Sarah
Dollimore
Andy Morrell
Megan Law 4/9/399
Gareth Owen
Vale of Clwyd Reds
Waynne Phillips
London Reds
Dave Ridler
Red Passion
Neil Roberts
Red Passion
Steve Roberts
Bryan Williams
Kevin Russell
John & Carol 0'Keefe Taxis
0836 225787/0831 618557
Dean Spink
Town & Country Property
Services
Lin Stevens
Shropshire Reds
Steve Thomas
WAFC Supporters
Association
David Walsh
Geraint Lloyd
Danny Williams
Mountford
David Walsh Gloves
Steve Rogers

PERTEMPS

Game Match Sponsor Matchball Sponsor

Bury Marcher Radio Group Elack Lion Inn (Hole in the Wall), Bersham

Bristol R. Fitness & Leisure Centre, D & J Thomas, Family Butchers, Rhos

Top House Farm, Wrexham

Notts C. Shropshire Reds Gwilym Hughes & Partners

Oxford U. AD.T. Fire & Security Lid D151 7071223 London Reds

Stoke C. John R. Boyle (Wrexham) Ltd Nigel Roberts

Chesterfield Quicks of Wrexham “Looking Good” Beauty Therapy

Wigan Ath. HSBC, Wrexham Branch Vicarage Framers, Wrexham, Don & Vikki Ames

Brenttord London Reds Nigel Roberts

Cambridge U. L. Rowlands & Co. M.AE. Engineering (UK) Ttd 01978 754465

Blackpool Edmunson Electrical Margaret & Pefer Fawkes

Scunthorpe U. Wrexham AFC Supporters Association Hendrie Mynacit, Caravans & Camping Park,
Barmouth

Preston N.E. Wrexham Club Ties, Nibbs Office Supplies
Castle Cement

Bristol C. Newey & Eyre Quartz Service Station, Widnes

Cardiff C. Nat Cargius Hair & Beauty Nigel Roberts

Wycombe W. Fans Sponsorship Redwither Membranes Ltd

Oldham A Manweb Moreton & Jones

Luton T. Pineapple County Funiture London Reds

Burnley Minera Roof Trusses Belmaont Hotel, Wrexham & Drumreed

Millwall NFU

Reading Adlink Advertising, Hawarden Phil Collins, Mark Rawlins & Nigel Roberls

Bournemouth John R. Boyle (Wrexham) Ltd Mike & Mark Burgess

Colchester U. Black Lion Inn (Hole in the Wall) Bersham

Gillingham Pertempts Select Wescott Williams Ltd (01748 758169)

Preston N.EAWC) T & D Brothers Beds & Pine Ltd, Acrefair

Conwy U. (PC) Red Passion

TNS (PC) Celyn Financial Services Red Passion

Aberystwyth T.(PC) _ Celyn Financial Services Lindsey, The Beauty Room, Mold

The Quality of the Football

The albthority

PLAYERS' KIT
SPONSORS

& A L
Away Strip
Paul Barrett
Village Framers
Deryn Brace
Red Passion
Brian Carey
Manchester Reds
Mirtyn Chalk
Minute Man Press
Karl Connolly
Vale of Clwyd Reds
Darren Ferguson
P&E Motors
Kevin Dearden
WAFC Supporters
Association
Jayne Davies (Gloves)
Jake Edwards
Sumo & Ferdi
Robin Gibson
Joshua Astley
Phil Hardy
The Sheeping Giant
Craig Faulconbridge
The Tag Team
David Lowe
Carl Dodman Edwards
Accident Repair
Specialists 01978 361550
Mark McGregor
The Sheeping Giant
Andy Morrell
John Nugent
Gareth Owen
Steve & Helen Moon
Waynne Phillips
Ynys Mon Reds
Dave Ridler
Red Passion
Neil Roberts
Bridge Street Furniture
Steve Roberts
Charisma Trophies
Kevin Russell
Haydn Young & Mark Jones
Dean Spink
Shropshire Reds
lan Stevens
WAFC Internet Mailing List
Steve Thomas
Becky Rydiard
David Walsh
Denbighshire Chair Lifts
Danny Williams
Irving Price
David Walsh Gloves
Steve Rogers

Football

WALES NOT HAMSTRUNG BY
HAMSTRING!

If Mark Hughes had any allusions that the team manager's job would
be easier for him than any of his predecessors, then they were certainly
L[i:.pl'“wi in the wake of the Qatar experience. Despite the welcome 1-
0 victory

Perhaps some of us were a little naive 1o expect Ryan Giggs to have
plaved a first frendly for his pal and former team mate, which could in
all ‘honesty have been akin o Frank Sinatra making yet another
comeback!

The whole concept of embarking on a nine hour journey for a march
of this mature at the height of the cub season was open 10 much
debate, with a number of former Welsh internationals expressing
doubts over the validity of such a trip. Both Terry Yorath and lan Walsh
were bold enough to describe the venr as ‘stupid” at such a time, and
although described as a "World ¢ up warm-up’ something much nearer
home could have been arranged, despite the understood financial
agreement by the Welsh FA with their Middle East COUNterparts.
Yorath, not surprisingly, came down hard on the FAW for arranging the
game and had sympathy for Giggs and Manchester United, although
another former ~s.1\\\.u'r of the international side was not in agreement
The ex-Wrexham, Swansea and Everton custodian Dai Davies felt Giggs
should be given one more chance to play for his country, when Wales
face Finland in March, or be left our altogether: “It's very concerning
and worrying to see Ryvan missing ver again. It makes it hard for Mark
Hughes o formulate his World Cup plans without his best player
present. You have 1o have sympathy if Ryan has u hamsiring problem,
because sitting on a plane for so many hours won't help it. But this has
been happening for too long now

“Wales have another friendly at home to Finland on March 29th, which
should be the apportunity for Hughes to have a real go ar obraining
Giggs to play in Cardiff. which will surely be his last chance. As vou
have ask vourself about him, as well as Sir Alex.”

Trevor Ford, the legendary international ‘scourge of goalkeepers’, ilso
added his weight to the general feeling of Welsh supporters, saying he
was dismayed by the decision and that representing Wales meant
everything to him: "It was the biggest honour, 1 couldn’t play enough
games for my countrey, 1t's alright being availible for the big games in
the World Cup and European Championship, but yvou have to turn up
for the friendlies as well”

The vast majority of Welsh fans endorse all the above, but one must
never lose sight of the fact that Rvan Giggs is a huge wlent and
whatever is said and done, Wales can ill afford to be without him - when
he is available!

While the aforementioned may have disillusioned us, there are positive
aspects to encourage many, not least the effort and workrate put in for
his country by Charlton Athletic’s John Robinson. ‘Roadrunnet” is an
example o all. while his goalscoring exploits, including the winner in
Qatar, continue to impress for club and country

In the heat of the Gult. Sparky employed the tactic of one man up front
in Nathan Blake, while also expecting Gary Speed and Robinson to
support him from midfield. No doubt the manager in his first official
game in charge, was looking ar ractics ahead of some difficult away
games 1o come in the World Cup

While the opposition may not have been the best around (108th
compared to Wales” 98th in FIFA'S rankings), he will want to make the
players aware and comfortable in knowing their job descriptions when
the important matches come along, and not have 1o undergo
unsuitable systems halfway through the tournament. Thus it is
essential as many friendlies as possible are arranged in the meantime
1o get players as familiar as possible with their roles.

After the Finland game, when the FAW will be charging just £5,00
Adlules and £3.00 Cones for cither the Millennium Stadium or Ninian
Park. a June trip to Portugal has been fixed up. This will now be played
in the Town of Chaves near Porto on June 2nd, which is ten days before
the hosts Euro 2000 opener against England in Eindhoven
Congratulations to S4¢ for broadcasting the game in Qartar live, Radio
Wales (FM) and Talk Sport (second halhy for giving live commentary.
and then BBC Wales for showing highlights later that same night, While
Gol gave a nice off-beat look at the trip the following Sunday
afternoon. More of the same in the future please, and I just hope your
viewing and listening figures justified the effort

To conclude on an encouraging note, how uplifting it was to hear
Martthew Jones before his first start for Wiales: “1 want success for my
<lub and I have the same attitude wwards my country. When [walk out
onto the pitch and sing the natonal anthem, 1 will be holding the
Welsh logo on the shirt above my heart.” He did too!

I have a teeling it could have been a message for all Welsh fans, telling
them the plavers do care

GARETH M.DAVIES @
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own Supporters Club of Scandinavia® site has got
worricd. We've all heard stories of ambling syndicates
games (I'm treading on thinner ground than Rooster
he referce at Oxford last Saturday!) but this site, in its list

csults and fixtures, has already got Hawer Phil Gray scoring
against us in the ninth minute. If this does indeed happen (and
please let it not) then maybe there's a clue as to who can afford
the grand a game to sit in those snazzy luxury boxes.
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1882/83

The Wrexham Lager Brewery,
the first of its type in Britain, is opened.

Wrexham AEC. lift the Welsh Cup for the second time.

Here’s Health ' \lsyer e

Supporters.

1938/39

Wrexham Lager finally becomes freely available in
Wrexham following the acquisition of
23 established pubs of local brewer Bernie's.

Wrexham A.F.C. change their first team kit
from blue to red shirts.

\WREXHAWM

LAGER

Proud supporters of Wrexham Football Club since 1882

Lord Kitchener relieves Khartoum and finds stock of
Wrexham Lager in General Gordon's palace.

Wrexham A.FC. reach the first round of the

English FA. Cup for the initial time. ~ = % Lf_/7,
/7€) O724H4 537706 / 577077
| o  fax 07244 572253

£ Mzr/ G0//7K@P 1N/ TEN. U/-1EL COM?

Official Sponsors of “Gladys” the Club Cat

YOUR LOCAL
RENAULT DEALERSHIP

)

1992/93

Wrexham Lager announce a new shirt
sponsorship deal with Wrexham A.F.C.

Wrexham A.F.C. win promotion to the
Second Division of the Football League.

@ New & Used Renaults
@ Servicing @ Repairs & MoT’s

HENLYS ¢

RHOSROBIN WREXHAM 01978 361314 RENAULT
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Midfield dynamo who
strode the ELFOpean stage

In today's issue, Peter Jones meets up with Mel Sutton, a player who was the engine room of the
club’s success of the 1970's and early 1980’s, and who also spent a brief spell as manager.

Srought up in the Handsworth area of his native Birmingham, Mel
Sutton readily admits that he had no aspirations in his youth of
becoming a professional footballer. Indecd. he even attended the
rugby orientated Lordswood Grammar Schoal.

“I'suppose I would have been about 15 when 1 really began to take
a keen interest in the game. 1 began playing for a team called Vono
Sports, inan Under-18's league. Ileft school at 16, but the thought
of plaving the game for a living was the furthest thing from my
mind.”

Instead, Mel accepted an apprenticeship as a printer but in the
mean time his footballing exploits with Vono Sports began to
attract the artention of a local scout, as Mel vividly recalls.

“Dave Manchip was a scaut [or Aston Villa and he took me 1o the
Villat for a trial. 1 played for their A or ‘B’ team in the Warwickshire
League and was invited by their then manager, Joe Mercer, to sign
amateur forms after the match, which 1 accepted, It meant I had
the best of both world's, as [ could continue with my
apprenticeship and have the chance for my football career to
Progres:
Mel actually joined Villa in 1964, and gradually made his way into
the reserve side at Villa Park

T was 4 preat experience to play alongside the likes of Phil
Woosnam, Tony Hateley and Harry Burrows in that reserve side,
and they all taught me so much. Then there was John Dickson on
the coaching staff - he was also a great help to me at that time.”
Mel spent three years at Villa Park before a change of mar r,
Tom Cummings taking over from Mercer, paved the way for a
move 1o Second Division Cardiff City in December 1967

“I'd been told that 1 could leave and Jimmy Eastnam, who was
chief scout with Villa, recommended me to the Cardiff mang
Jimmy Scoular - they had been together on the coaching staff at

Robins Past Statistics

Mel Sutton

Date Of Birth: 13th February, 1946
Birthplace: Birmingham, West Midlands
Pasition: Midfield

Career in Football:

Vano Sports; Aston Villa (Am) 1964 Dapps;
Cardiff City 1st Dec 1967 135/3apps 5gls;
WREXHAM 1st Jul 1972 £15,000; Crewe
Alexandra 5th Aug 1982 13apps Ogls;

Wrexham Record:
Football League Debut v. Southend United (a) 12th August 1972
Last Match v. Swansea City (a) 6th March 1981,

Appearances:

League: 355/5 apps 21 gls
FA.Cup: 38/2apps  1gls
Welsh Cup:  27/1 apps 2 gls
League Cup:  27/0 apps. 0 gls
E.CW.C: 14/0 apps  2gls
Total: 461/8 apps 26 gls

Portsmouth. It was a hig step for me o make as I'd been an
amateur throughout my time at Villa and lived in Birmingham all
my life. However, I'd just completed my apprenticeship as a
printer and 1 suppose this helped in my decision to give it a go.
Sutton left Villa Park without having made a first team appearance,
but again found himself playing reserve team football at Ninian
Park.

“Having just turned full-time, | needed to improve my fitness as
part of my progression and it wasn’t until the start of the 1968/69
season that T finally made my Football League debut”.

He replaced Leighton Phillips in a 0-1 home defear by Charlton
Athletic and his memories of the game are still vivid: “It was an
evening game and 1 wasn't told until the morning of the match,
when I turned up for training as normal, that 1 was in the ream
Jimmy Scoular just said that | playing and that was it.

I just glad at the time to be playing in a side that included the
likes of John Toshack, Barrie Jones, Brian Harris, Peter King and
Fred Davies, who is now of course goualkeeping coach at
Wrexham.!
At Nipian Park, Mel soon established himself in the ‘Bluebirds'
team, helping City to finish in a highly ereditable fifth place in his
first season.

Sutton also made his European bow that same term, as City found
themselves paired with Portuguese Cup holders EC. Porto. The
two-legged tie was to prove extremely eventful, as Sutton
explaing

“We'd started the league season badly, losing 0-4 at home o
Crystal Palace, and 1 was finally given my chance in that next game
with Charlton. Gradually, we turned the corner and were about
sixth in the table going into the match with Porto

“They were a very nigaly side but we managed to establish a two-
goal lead only 1o then concede two goals in the space of three
minutes, which gave us a4 mountain to climb in the return leg two
weeks later.

When we arrived in Porto, we found our hotel was being
renovated, with cement and building materials seemingly
everywhere! Our manager Jimmy Scoular was far from happy and
we were moved to another hotel, barely 20 yards away, at which
the Press boys were staying.

“The game itself was packed full of incident. The referee awarded
us a penalty and then changed his mind! We had a player sent-off
and were then attacked at the final whistle, as their fans invaded
the pitch to seemingly celebrate victory! | was glad to get to the
safety of the dressing-room.”

Cardiff protested o UEFA abour the disgraceful scenes, with over
100 mounted policeman called in to combat the disturbance, and
City’s reserve keeper Bob Wilson left with blood pouring from a
scalp would sustained in the fracas.

Sutton also enjoyed his first taste of FA. Cup action as Cardiff held
Arsenal to a goalless draw at Ninian Park before losing the replay
2 at 4 packed Highbury,

“They were two fantastic matches to play in, with a combined total
of over 100,000 spectators watching the two games! Arsenal had a
fine side in those days, with the likes of Frank McLintock, George
Graham, Terry Neill, George Armstrong and Bobby Gould all in
their starting line-up.”

Whilst City eventually missed out on promaotion, they did have the
consolation of lifting the Welsh Cup and their leading scorer, John
Toshack, finishing the campaign as the Division’s top marksman.
The Welsh Cup win over arch-rivals Swansea saw City again enter
the European Cup Winners' Cup, where they were paired with
Norwegian minos Mjondalen LE, the 12-2 aggregate scoreline
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“Having scored in both
opening games for
Wrexham, one newspaper
actually reported that
John (Neal) had signed a
goalscorer!”

telling its own story. Despite a superb display from Surton, City lell
13 on aggregate 1o Turkish side Goztepe lzmir in the second
roundd

The 1969-70 campaign ended with City finishing in seventh place,
despite having led the wble at one stage when they recorded
seven successive wins, The Welsh Cup Final victory over Chester

was scant consolation but it did at least mean a further chance of

European glory for the Bluebirds

The following term saw Cardiff again in the thick of the race for
promotion, as they overcame the challenge of Cypriot side PO,
Larnaca (8-0) and Nantes (7-2) respectively to reach the last eight
of the European Cup Winners' Cup.

“Tactually scored in that win over the Cypriot side,” added Sutton
“We couldn't believe it when the draw for the quarter-final was
macde and we were paired with Real Madrid! It was fantastic and
the game really caught the public imagination in South Wales.
“What a fantastic experience it was playing against Real Madrid,
one of the great names of European foothall. We won the home
leg 1-0, Brian Clark getting the only goal.

“We started well in the return in the Bernabeu Stadium and held
Real until carly in the second-half, when we conceded two quick
goals. Despite all our pressure in the closing stages, we just
couldn’t get the all-important away-goal which would have seen
us go through.”

First Division foothall also eluded City for a third successive
season, this time falling just three points and one place short,
defeats against Watford and Sheffield United ultimately proving
decisive. The sale of leading scorer John Toshack o Liverpool for
£110,000 in November 1970 was a key turning point in the side’s
fortunes

Sutton’s last season at Ninian Park saw the ‘Bluebirds’ struggle to
avoid relegation, bur they again embarked on another European
campaign which eventually saw them defeated by East German
side Dynamo Berlin on penalties.

The South Wales club also reached the Welsh Cup Final,
surprisingly losing 2-3 on aggregate to Wrexham

However, during that defeat Sutton had done enough to impress
the opposition manager, ‘Robins’ bass John Neal, who contacred
his Cardiff counterpart Jimmy Scoular shorty afterwards. Neal
made a club record offer of £15,000, which was accepted by
Cardiff, and must surely represent one of the bargdin teansfers of
all time.,

For Sutton, the move north came at an ideal time: “At the
beginning of that season, T'd had a bad Achilles problem, which
was the first time I'd been out with injury, and it took time to put
it right. [ got back into the side and played in that Welsh Cup Final
against Wrexham,

“City manager Jlimmy Scoular, who I gor on well with, came o see
me and said that he wanted a winger to play on the right side of
the field. As he thought 1 didn’t think I could play with one, he
said that there wasn't enough room for both of us

“I knew [ was on the way out then. He then told me about
Wrexham's offer and 1 went up to see John Neal with the
knowledge that having played against them, I knew that they had
some good voungsters coming through. The club seemed to have
a good atmosphere about it so L agreed to sign.”

That was in the summer of 1972 and after plaving in the pre-
season build-up, Mel went straight into the “Robins” team for the
opening game of the campaign at Southend. He marked the
occasion by scoring the only goul in 2 1-0 win and was on the score
sheet again on his home debut against Watford - another 1-0 win
- the following week. “Having scored in both opening games, one
newspaper even reported that John (Neal) had signed 4
goalscorer!’

‘Sutty’, as he was affectionately called, missed just three games
that season and played in the club's first ever European match
against FC. Zurich, as well as the second round games with
Hajduk Split.

His experience in Europe proved a major asset in those ties, with
his hard running and precision passing bringing a new dimension
to the Wrexham team.,

“The whole town was excited by the prospect of those games. I
was good for the town and it proved a good experience for the
vounger lads in the team

“The match in Split was memorable for their very volatile fans. A
dreadful referee didn’t help the situation. After the game |
remember going back to the coach and their supporters spitting
at us. It left a sour taste.”

Mel quickly became a key figure in the Reds’ midfield unit,
alongside Arfon Griffiths and Mickey Thomas, as Wrexham
embarked on a momentous period in the club’s history,

Peter Jones concludes his interview with Mel Sutton in
next Saturday’s programme against Burnley.

Mel Sutton
scores the
winner against
Watford in
September 1972
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DATE OPPONENTS
WED 18 AUG YORK CITY

Wed 1 Sep  Notts County

WED 8 SEP  ROTHERHAM UNITED
Wed 15 Sep  Stockport County
Wed 29 Sep  Scarborough

WED 6 OCT  SHREWSBURY TOWN
Wed 27 Oct  Walsall

WED 3 NOV  SHEFFIELD UNITED
Wed 17 Nov  Lincoln City

WED 1 DEC  SCUNTHORPE UNITED
Wed 15 Dec  Blackpool

Wed 5 Jan  Shrewsbury Town
WED 26 JAN NOTTS COUNTY*

Wed 2 Feb  York City

WED 9 FEB  SCARBOROUGH*

WED 23 FEB STOCKPORT COUNTY
Tue 29 Feb  Rotherham United
WED 15 MAR BLACKPOOL

Wed 29 Mar  Scunthorpe United
WED 12 APR WALSALL

Wed 19 Apr  Sheffield United
WED 26 APR LINCOLN CITY

Home games in bold & caps

all home games at 7.00pm

except * which are 2.00pm

2-0

2-1

5-0
3-3

mini-derby of the season

sleet, not to mention the by
NOW Customary strong gusts of
wind, were sweeping across the
pitch making any kind of decent
football almost impossible. With
the elements driving fiercely
into their fuces during the
opening 45 minutes, the Reds’
defence struggled manfully 1o
keep Chester out and they did
this superbly well for the most
part

They were breached just the
once in the opening periad,
when Wesley Kilgannon worked
his way to the hy-line down the
right in the 16th minute and
expertly picked out Mark
Howell, whose close

range header gave Craig Moody
no chance in the Wrexham goal.
Incredibly that was only
Chester's 11th League goal of
the season!Wrexham continued
to struggle to clear their lines,
due to the incessant wind, and
Moody was fortunate to escape
when his attempted clearance
was charged down by Lee
Sefton, but the ball rolled into
the side netting instead of the
gaping goal. The visitors had
made an unexpectedly bright
start, bur that had come about
more due to them utilising the
conditions to their advantage
rather than any obvious
foothalling superiority that

they might have enjoyed over
the Reds. Another good move
down the right involving
Kilgannon very nearly brought
Chester a second goal, when
Sefton nodded the ball down

Paul Sleeman finds plenty of valid excuses for why the youth team managed to lose
: against our local rivals. Do we believe any of them?

Tuesday, 8th February, 2000
Football League Youth Alliance
WREXHAM 1 CHESTER CITY 2
Reporting on a defeat against our rivals from just over
the border is never easy. However, when they had
previously won only one of their 13 League games (and
that came at second-bottom Chesterfield on the 25th
September) it suddenly becomes even harder.

With a 240 away League win (played almost in its entirety with
ten men) and a 6-1 home Cup win already under our belts
against the Cestrians this season, many people could have been
forgiven for thinking that the Reds would comfortably secure an
enjoyable ‘treble’. However, that didn't prove to be the case and
on the day the visitors adapted berter to the atrocious
conditions at Colliers Park, to just about edge an extremely tight
game. No sooner had the game kicked off than driving rain and

"I'm just glad | wasn’t
there to witness it.”
(Steve was away
scouting a couple of

Juventus players
at the time.)

STEVE WEAVER

into the path of Chris Blackburn but Moody, diving to his left,

superbly turned the ball round the post for a corner. As half-time

approached it was difficult to remember many occasions when
Chester keeper Matthew Conkie, who has regularly appeared on
the substitutes bench for the first time this season, had touched
the ball. Yet in a rare Wrexham foray into Chester territory, they
cqualised in the 45th minute, With your intrepid reporter and
phot wrapher by now sat in a car some 100 vards away,
sheltering from the latest deluge, details of the goal are a bit
sketchy, Berween the rain lashing against the windscreen and
the intermittent swipes of the wipers, a red-shirted plaver could
be seen beating several Chester players on a never-ending run
down the right before erossing for another red-shirt 1o
powerfully head home from close range! Following discussions
with Reds' physio Richie Rawlins after the game, it has since
transpired that Dave Warren was the plaver who crossed the ball
and Casey Jones the player who headed home. No sooner hadl
the players followed the officials in heading quickly for the
dressing rooms at half-time, than the sun pnce again emerged,
although the wind seemed to take a turn for the worse at the
same time. The second halfwas then played in almost brilliant
sunshine, but with the strong wind playing just as prominent a
role as it had in the first. However, Wrexham failed to make the
same impact with the elements as Chester had done in the first
15 minutes, although the ball was almost constantly to be found
in the visitors” hall of the field. Danny Watkin skewed a 30-vard
strike just wide on 538 minutes, before Blackburn's free kick was
comfortably dealt with by Moody four minutes later. The
winning goal then came in the 66th minute and owed almost
everything to the wind. o say that the course of Kilgannon's
shot was altered by some five vards due a strong gust of wind,
would be an gross understatement. The shot, from the lefi-hand
corner of the area, was aimed at the top right-hand corner of the
net and Moody adjusted his position accordingly. In mid flight
the ball was blown towards the left-hand corner of the net and
despite Craig’s best efforts there was littde he could do 1o
prevent it entering the net. Within two minutes Adam Arkell's
deft header gave Casey Jones the chance to run at the Chester
goal, but his shot was fired across the face of the net and hacked
away by a defender. Dave Harrison and Dave Sweer were
introduced in an attempt o pep

up Wrexham's efforts and Harrison wasted no time, about
twenty seconds in fact, before shooting wide from 25 vards
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Chris Hopwood wasted a great chance of adding a third Chester
godl in the T3rd minute, but somehow side footed wide from
L-|ghl yards with only Moody to bear and, in one final effort to
equalise, Darran Johnson's shot was turned behind for a corner
by the confident Conkie, This is not a game that will stay long in
rl;r memory, but how many defeats against our rivals
However, the real winner on the day was the weather, 1t's such
shame that in the last six weeks or so, far oo many games have
been ruined for this reason. At least coach Steve Weaver didn’t
have to witness this defeat, as he wis away in Turin along with

Jamie Digwood and Lee Congerton checking our the facilities of

Lwalian giants Juventus prior to a visit by the club's vouth teams
in April. Team: Craig Moody, Darran Johnson, Mark Jackson,
Adrian Moody, George Horan, Dave Warren, Darren Jones (Dave
Harrison 71), Danny Watkin, Casey Jones, Adam Arkell (Dave
Sweet 71), Dave Pybus, Subs: Luke Campbell, Shaun Pejic.

Wednesday, 9th February, 2000

Pontin's League Division One

WREXHAM RES 5 SCARBOROUGH RES 0

The Reserves returned to
winning ways in some style
with this 5-0 hammering of a
hapless Scarborough at the
Racecourse.

The Secadogs’ efforts in maintaining
their Pontin's League status, as their
first team was suffering the
disappointment of relegation to the
Nationwide Conference, must be
applauded.

Indeed, even though they finished
last season in 10th place (out of 12)
they were comfortably away from
the proposed relegation zone
However. this season was always
likely 1o be one of struggle and they came into this game with
only eight points to show from their 12 matches; a tally that
included a point from a goalless draw between the two sides at
the McCain Stadium back in September. For the Reds’ part, they
were eager 1o bounce back from the disappointing 2-1 defeat at
York City the previous week and were again represented by a
strong eleven with only Mark Evans having not tasted first team
action at some stage this se
that it was going to be a long afternoon for the east coast outfit,
as raid after raid of Wrexham attacks bore down on Kevin
Martin's goal. In fact, the former Bromsgrove Rovers custodian
was 1o play a starring role in the afternoon’s proceedings,
despite the five goals that found

their way into his net, The Andy Morrell - lan Stevens
partnership that had combined well 1o deliver goals in cach of
the last two Pontin’s outings nearly did so again in the ninth
minute, but Stevens' left foor volley didn’t quite have enough
height to clear Martin. A spell of sustained pressure around the
12th minute very nearly produced the opening goal, when
Stevens' shot struck the underside of the crossbar, The ball
dropped behind Morrell, who turned quickly and laid it back 1o
Steve Thomas. His shot took a deflection that gave the Reds a
corner on the right and Martyn Chalk's llag kick was headed
goalwards by Danny Williams, but Stuart Morris was on hand to
hack the ball away at the post. Morrell’s header brought a flying
save out of Martin on 15 minutes before the inevitable, and
overdue, breakthrough came a minute later. Steve Thomas'
exquisite cross-field pass with the outside of his right foot gave
Chalk a clear run on goal. He slipped the ball past the advancing
Martin only to see the ball rebound back of an upright, but he
had no hesitation in thumping home the loose ball from five
vards. In the 18th minute of what was proving to be a one-sided
alfair Morrell's first shot after good work down the right by
Robin Gibson was blocked and his follow up was well held by
the impressive Martin low down to his right.Martin again denied
Morrell in the 22nd minute after another lovely ball through by
Thomas had opened up the visiting defence before a rare ‘Boro
attack on 24 minutes ended with Alex Gildea’s wayward shot
almost striking a corner flag as it passed behind for a goal kick
An injury to Mark Evans led to the introduction of Dave W
in the 25th minute and the Irishman slotred into the unfamiliar
right back position with some aplomb and certainly without

on

ason. From the outset it became clear

—— !

\ THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE A

) YOUTH ALLIANCE | ‘:&,)
looking troubled in any way e e

Indeed, the former Mayfield
United youngster had a hand

YOUTH ALLIANCE FIXTURES 1999-2000

111 u‘.lfh of the three goals. The DATE OPPONENTS RES
o scomdcamc bl il pg  Chetidd 09
superh pass fro im near the Sat 21 Aug Port Vale ! J:1
centre spot released Gibson Fri 27 Aug  Rotherham United 0-1
down the right. His cross Sat4Sep  Chester City 2-0
expertly picked >tl'l le\un.'i«. SAT 11 SEP  STOCKPORT COUNTY 4-0
whnse oy was kept ot by SAT 25 SEP  LINCOLN CITY 31
vet another fine save from . ;

Martin, However, the Sat 2 0ct  Sheffield United 0-4
unfortunate keeper couldn't Thu 14 Oct  Oldham Ath. (FAYC 1) 5-2
hold his effort and Morrell laid TUE 19 OCT MANSFIELD TOWN 3-3
i oo i Sat 23 0CT  WALSALL (Cup) 14
ired an unstoppable shol (8]

the top right hand corner from Sat 30 Oct  Port V?IE (Cup) 0-3
about 16 yards. In the 39th Tue 2 Nov  Mansfield Town (FAYC2) 1-5
minute the score bec ame 30, SAT 6 NOV CHESTER CITY (EUD’ 6-1
‘-\Iu.‘n-\\';ll‘i'cn‘.u cross 1n.m| the Sat 13 Nov  Shrewsbury Town (Cup) 1-2
right found Stevens inside the FRI 26 NOV CHESTERFIELD 2.0
Scarborough arca. His close

St sl an openine ot FRIT0DEC  ROTHERHAM UNITED  2-2
Martin again kept the ball out, Sat 8 Jan Stockport County 0-7
only to see Morrell pounce SAT 22 JAN  PORT VALE 1-3
lII‘IHII t!?L‘ r.ulllurlun\l‘l-f S.U”ﬁ - Sat 29 Jan  Lincoln City 3.0
pom iy o e pes 1S SATSFER  SHEFFIELDUNITED  0-2
many?’ in the second half as TUE 8 FEB  CHESTER CITY 1-2
the Reds continued to enjoy Fri 11 Feb Mansfield Town 33

almost total territorial
advantage. However, the two
further goals were both 1o
arrive within eight minutes of

MERIT DIVISION FIXTURES 1999-2000

the resumption. In the 48th SAT 4 MAR  STOCKPORT COUNTY
minute Dave Warren, in a run SAT 11 MAR CARLISLE UNITED
reminiscent of the way he set

up the equaliser in the Chester Sat 18 Mar  Burnley .

‘mini derby’ the day before, Sat 25 Mar  Bradford City .
brought the ball out of defence SAT 1 APR HULL CITY

and over the halfway line. It Sat 8 Apr Mansfield Town

was quickly worked inside to SAT 15 APR  PRESTON NORTH END
Thomas and then on to Morrell

on the right hand corner of the Sat 22 Apr Scarborough

area. The in-form striker cut Home games in bold & caps
inside the defender and pulled
the ball back for Stevens to
stroke home the fourth goal from about 12 yards. Ong
Warren was allowed to keep on running as the visiting defence
retreated. As he approached the edge of the box, he chose to
shoot, only for his effort to lack direction. But he needn't have
worried, for Stevens was moving in and diverted the ball past the
completely wrong-footed Martin.Chalkie nearly completed his
hat trick in the 55th minute after good work by Stevens on the
left, but his half volley from an acute angle was blocked by a
combination of twa defenders and Martin.Incredibly that proved
to be the end of the scoring although chances just kept on
coming. Thomas fired over the bar (57th minute), Stevens shot
wide (39 and 60), Morrell headed over (63), Kevin Hannon's
sereamer was tipped onto the crossbar by Martin (64), Steve
Roberts headed over (71) and Williams's free kick glanced off
the wall and passed just outside the post (84). Scarborough had
their moments during the second half, notably when Danny
Brunton's volley was charged down for a corner and Morris™ half
volley from 25 vards narrowly missed the rarget, but the damage
had already been donelf it hadn't been for Kevin Martin, who at
times seemed to single-handedly keep the Reds at bay, then who
knows what the final score could have been? Seldom can a
visiting keeper have left the Racecourse having plaved so well,
but having still let in a nap-hand of goals. Hopefully the Reds can
now build on this impressive display in the coming weceks and
eradicate any fears of relegation. Watch this space!Team: David
Walsh, Mark Evans (Dave Warren 25), Kevin Hannon, Dave
Ridler, Steve Roberts, Steve Thomas, Robin Gibson, Danny
Williams, Andy Morrell, lan Stevens, Martyn Chalk. Subs: Kristian
Rogers, Dave Sweet, Dave Harrison, Shaun Pejic

@

1 ANDY
MORRELL
scored one of
our five
against
Scarborough
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Compiled by Paul Davies

- BURNLEY
The Wright Stuff

Stan Ternent pulled off one of the
most astounding transfer coups of the
season, by persuading former England
international lan Wright to quir the
glamaour of Scottish giants Celtic for a
place in the Nationwide League
Second Division.

The 36 vear-old had found life tough at
Parkhead since being red-carded ina
game at Kilmarnock in January, and is
reported 1o have been unsettled since.
As a youngster at Crystal Palace, he
waorked with the current Clarets boss:
“I've known Stan Ternent since [ first
turned professional and he has been
on at me for years to sign for him and
P've finally given in. Burnley have
alwiys been a massive club and 1 just
hope that 1 ean make some kind of
contribution to their promarion push.”

L
rs PRESTON NORTH END
®  Angell's Delight

Stockport County outcast Brett Angell
has arrived at Deepdale on loan until
the end of the current campaign, and
manager David Moyes has already
stated that the deal could become
permanent if he proves o be a
success. The 31 vear-old has been
granted 4 free transfer by the Harters
and looked set for a move to Stoke
until Lillvwhites boss David Moyes
pounced.

The former Everton and Southend
frontman enjoved a profitable loan
spell with Notts County earlier in the
campalgn and is keen to ger bick
amongst the goals with his new club
North' End have also secured the
\iun.ilun_ of promising midfielder
Craig Wilkinson from Cefn Mawr-based
LoW sicle Flexsys Cefn Druids, The 16
year-old has previously been on trial
here ar the Racecourse, as well as at a
number of uther Nationwide and
Premicrship sides, but has now
committed his immediare future to
Preston.

—

~ OXFORD UNITED
" Ground Hitch - Again

Plans to recommence building work
on The I7's new stadium at Minchery
Farm has once again hit problems as
Maorrells, a local brewery, has
threatened o take out an injunction
against the club if they continue with
plans to incorporate a hotel into the
complex. The brewers are in
possession of 4 covenant which
prohibits the building of commercial
premises to sell alcohol within a radius
of hall-a-mile of their establishments,
L"s supporters staged a demonstration
hefore our visit to the Manor fast
Sarurday and have threatened o
baycort all Marrells pubs in the hope
thar this will prompt a change of mind
Meanwhile, manager Denis Smith has
problems of his own and has swooped
for a tlouble loan deal in a bid w save
the club from Third Division foorball,
He has borrowed Manchester City
striker Craig Russell and Nottingham
Forest’s former Swansea defender
Christian Edwards.

BURNLEY 6 4 2 0 9
BRISTOLR. 6 4 1 1 17
CBRISTOLCITY 6 3 3 0 9
MUWALL 6 4 0 2 7
 PRESTON 32 111
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| -—@ AFC BOURNEMOUTH
- - Cash Bonanza

Bournemouth Borough Council have
agreed to provide a loan to the value
of £1m 10 the club, 1o assist in the
rebuilding of their dilapidated Dean
Court base. This will enable the
Cherries to push on with plans to trn
the ground into a 12,000 capacity all-
seater stadium,

Meanwhile, back to plaving matters
and manager Mel Machin has been
busy in negotiation with a number of
his rising stars. He has signed deals
that will see Karl Broadhurst and Carl
Fletcher remain with the club for a
further two-and-a-half-years, while
much-sought-after defender Eddie
Howe has signed up for a Rirther six
years.

r‘ﬁ' Q STOKE CITY
Court Action

Former Potters boss Lou Macari has
started court proceedings against the
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WGANA. 6 0 4 2 3 5 4
SCUNTHORPE 6 0 4 2 5 8 4
(CARDIFFC. 6 0 3 3 4 8 3

Today's other Division Two fixtures

Blackpool vs Notts Conty

Brentford vs Cambridge United

Bristol Rovers vs Wigan Athletic

Burnley vs Preston North End

Bury vs Oldham Athletic

Gillingham vs Oxford United

Millwall vs Bristol City

Reading vs Bournemouth

Scunthorpe United vs Colchester United

Stoke City vs Chesterfield

Cardiff City vs Wycombe Wanderers (Fri)

club for wrongful dismissal, a full three
vears after his departure, City are
vigorously denying the accusations and
have launched a counter claim
themselves, based on allegations that
the former Celtic boss failed 1o repay
what are described as “Substanti
loans' made 1o him during his time in
the Potteries.

Back to playing matters, and boss
Gudjon Thordarson has persuaded his
Liverpool counterpart Garard Houllier
1o extend the loan of Frode Kippe into
a third month, while also securing a
new contract for promising voungster
Clive Clarke, which should see him
remain at the Britannia Stadium until
the end of the 20022003 season

SCUNTHORPE UNITED
L‘za‘ Double Deal

Tvo new faces at Glanford Park have
fifted the club’s spirits and manager
Brian Luws is hopeful that his new
forwards can be the spark that the
Iron need to produce a run that will
secure their Second Division survival.
Giant former Swansen striker Steve
Torpey has arrived from divisional
rivals Bristol City, in exchange for a fee
of around £200,000, while promising
youngster Brian Quailey has joined

Iy on loan buta
perminent move already looks likely.
Quailey is no stranger to life in the
Second Division having had a spell
with Blackpool earlier in the
campaign, and he has already made a
number of telling contributions during
his short time at Scunny.
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o@Natmnwude Division Two Tahle GQNﬂt[pHWIdE League Division 2 ? Q ” ” Q " ” “ Q
P W D L F AW D L F Aps RoundDate  Opponents Result Att Pts Pos Away ] n AR n
; ] 29 3 g
Bristol Rovers 32 10 4 1 22 9 0025 33 1T 66 Sal 7Aug  Blackpool L 12 5008 0 21 1200 Deaden &g HardyA Carey Ridler Owen  Willams  Philips  Connaly  LoweM  Stevens | Cartwright  RyanA  Spink  Russell Fasiconbridgem [Y
Preston North End 31 10 3 3 26 17 |8 6 1 28 11 63 ~ SAT14AUG  BURY W 10 4185 3 15 593 Dearden Mgﬁwegm Hardy Carey Ridler Owen Williams Phillips Connolly Faulconbridged Stevensm | Cartwright  RyanM Thomas Lowe A Edwards 2
Millwall 3310 5 1 26 12 FESEERNGEE2IETA 60 | Fri 20 Aug  Cardiff City D11 11168 4 11 250 Dearden j T Mebregor  Hardy Carey Ridler Owen Willizms _ Phillipsl  Conpolly Faulconbridge® Stevensa ] Cartwright  Ryan®  Russell  Lowed Spink 3
Wigan Athletic 31 10 3 3 2 11 5 10 0 24 15 58 SAT 28 AUG  BRISTOL ROVERS W21 3,365 78 589 Dearden Ryan Spink Ridler Barrettm Williams Russgll Connolly Faulconbridge 2 Stevensa | Cartwrighi  Bracel Owend Lowe Edwards 4
Burnley 31 12 2 1 29 g 1 8 4 14 16 58 Tue 31 Aug  Wycomibe Wandergrs W 10 5393 103 350 Dearden I Ryanll Carsy Spink Barrett Williams Russell Connolly Faulconbridgea Stevens | Cartwright  Ridier® Owen Lowe Edwards & 5
Stoke Cit 3 7 6 3 7 15 .8 3 6 23 18 5 _ FRIZSEP  NOTTS COUNTY L 23 5013 10 6 332 Dearden McGregor  Ryanil Carey Spink Barrett Lowe RussellA  Connolly Faulconbridge Stevens | Cartwright  Bracel Ridler Morrell Edwards A B
¥ Y Sal 11 Sep  Luton Town L 13 5121 {1 307 Dearden M-rﬁregor Hardy Carey Spink@ Barrett & Williams Dwen LoweM  Faulconbridge Stevens | Carfwright  Braced® Russell&  Connolly  Edwards %)
Notts County 338 3 6 2] 21 PIEEOSESCINZIENIGH 53 SAT 18 SEP DXFORD UNITED Woi0 4209 13 7 212 Dearden = McGregor  Hardy Carey  RobertsS.  Bamett  Ferguson  Owen  ConnollyM Faulconbridge Stevens | Cartwright  Ridler  Russel  Lowe Morrell B
Gillingham 29 9 2 3 29 15 GENEHEAREINNIGN 5) _ SAT 25 SEP  STOKE CITY L 23 5924 13 11 1505 Dearden McGregor  Ryand Carey Ridler Barrett®  Ferguson Owen Connolly _Faulconbridge Stevensll Walsh HannonA  Russell Lowel Chalke 9
Brentford 33 8 4 4 23 18 5 5 7 19 24 48 o Fri ] Oct Colchester United g %2 3315 14 12 200 Dearden McGregar Hardy Carey Ridler Russell Ferguson Owen Chalk Faulconbridgel Stevensd Walsh Roberts 8. Barreft Lowelll Morrella l?
Bristol City 33 05 12 0 22 11 5 4 7 18 24 15 _ Sat 9 Oct Gillingham L 1§ 5997 14 13 100 Dearden McGregor Hardy Carey Ridler Jarrett Ferguson Owenll Chalk Faulconbridge Lowed Cartwright Brace Spink Barrettl  Morrell & n
: 1. SAT 16 OCT  CHESTERFIELD D 11 703 15 13 173 Dearden MoGregor Hardy Carey Roberts S Batrett Farguson Owen Chall conbirt Stevens Walsh Ridler Russell  Connollys Roby =
WycombeWand. 32 8 3 5 25 19 |3 4 B 16 19 43 e : oS fe R s et R
¥ . 4 2 13 TUE 19 0CT WIGAN ATHLETIC D 11 3392 16 13 1,045 Dearden McGregor Hardy Cargy Roberts S. Barrett Ferguson Owen Chalk Connolly  Roberts N} Walsh Ridler Russell LoweMl  Faulconbridge ;
Luton Town 33 9 4 4 33 25 FUESERIOERIARTE 43 B4 Sat230ct  StokeCity L 02 10545 16 15 1021 Dearden McGregar Hardy Carey Spink Barretth  Ferguson Owen Chalkm  Connolly  Roberts N Walsh Williams  Russell& Lowe _ Faulconbridgel -]5_
Bournemouth 33 9 14 4 29 14 (3 2 11 16 35 42 15 Tue2Mov  Bumley L 05 8944 16 15 300 Dearden Mchregor Hardy Carey Roberts S Russell Farguson Owen Connolly®  Marrell  Roberts N. Walsh Ridler Williams Chalk Stevensill 15
Oldham Athietic 32 6 3 7 20 20 ' 4 7 16 200 40 16 SATBNOV  BRENTFORD L 01 2473 16 16 302 Dearden McGregor  HardyA Carey Roberts 8. Russell  Ferpuson®  Owen Williams  Stevens®  RobertsN. | Walsh Ridler Gibson®  Connolly@Faulconbridge = 18
Colchester United 33 7 3 7 26 30 (4 4 & 18 30 40 A7 Fril2Nov  Millwall 0 00 7ell 17 16 147 Dearden  © McGregor Hardy Carey Ruberts § Russell Ferguson Owen Williams.  Connolly  Roberts N Walsh Ridler Gibson Stevens _ Faulconbridge 17
8 3 s b 18 TUE 23 NOV CAMBRIDGE UNITED D 11 3467 18 18 115 Dearden McGregor Hardy Carey  Roberts S PDJS"”. Ferguson  OwenA  Williams _ Connolly  RobertsN. |  Walsh Rigler Barett  Gibson® Faulconbridgea 18
ury 31 6 6 4 27 25 BEEEESH 1_5 17 ’39 18 Sat 27 Nav_ Oldham Athletic D 00 4963 19 18 400 Dearden MoGregor Hardy Carey Ridlerm Ferguson Gibsan Williams _ Faulcanbridge® Roberts N Walsh Cdoper Owerm Stevens  Connolly®@ 19
Wrexham 32 4 5 6 15 20 NAEH @IS 291 34 20 SATADEC  BLACKPOOL D 11 2668 20 18 78 Dearden ~ McGregor _ Hardyl Carey  Raberts S Ferguson  Gibson  Williams Faulconbridge Roberts N Walsh Ridler Owen  Connolly®  Morrell 20
Reading 32 5 8 3 18 14 '2Z 4 10 21 3B 33 21 Sat1BDec  Reading D 22 623 71 17 300 Dearden _ McGregor Hardy Carey Roberts § ! Ferguson  Gibsan Owen  FaulconbridgeMRoberts N. | Walsh Ridier Barrett  Connollyl  Morrell 2N
Scunthorpe United 32 4 4 8 13 23 3 B 7 18 27 31 2 SUN 26 DEC  PRESTON NORTH END D 00 7872 22 18 2871 Dearden P McGregor Hardy Carey Raberts S Russell Ferguson Connally Williams _Faulconbridge Roberts N. Walsh Ridler Barratt Chalk Marrell 2
Oxford United 2 4 1 9 16 ? 4 3 8 12 22 31 23  Tue28Dec AFC. Bournemouth L 01 5394 22 19 300 Dearden L WeGregor Hardy ;;n‘ey Roberts 5. Russell@®  Ferguson Connolly Williams Faulconbridge Roberts N Walsh Ridler Barrett Chalke Marrelll 3
Cardiff Ci i 2 3 Hi “ A » _ MON 3JAN  BRISTOL CITY L 0 4,021 2 19 526 Dearden “McGregor Hardy@® Carey Ridler Russell&  Ferguson Connolly ~ WilllamsB  Stevens Roberts N Walsh Spink Owenm Chalka Faulconbridge@ 24
ardiff City 9 15 20 E& 10 14 23 28 el Sat 15Jan  Bury W 2-0 3622 25 20 350 Dearden F 3 _Mrurgm Brace Spink Ridler Barratt Qwen Connolly Chalk  Faulconbridge Roberts N.2 | Rogers Roberts § Russell Stevens Morrell 25
Blackpool 33 2 6 8 17 2 4 4 9 17 26 28 26 SAT22JAN  CARDIFF CITY W 21 4350 28 17 1] Dearden MeGregor Hardy Carey Ridler Barrett  Ferguson  Cannoll Owen  Faulconbrigge® Roberts N. | Rogers Spink Russell Chalk Morrell@ 2
Cambridge United 32 ] 5 7 23 2% 2 4 015 3 7 21 Sat 29 )an  Bristol Rovers L 13 81% 28 17 350 Dearden ! r_Mchsﬂr Hardy Carey Spink Barrett Ferguson Connally Chalk@® Faulconbridge Roberts N Rogers Roberts § Thomas Gibson@ Marrell 20
Chesterfield 32 4 5 7 1 13 FETS0 e o5 _ 28 TuelFeh  Scunthorpe United W 20 281 31 17 228 Dearden _ IMcGregor Hardy Carey Spink Barrett Ferguson  Connolly Owen  Faulconbridge Roberts N Rogers Roberts . Chalk Gibson Morrel| .
) : I 29 SATSFEB  WYCOMBE WANDERERS L 13 2781 31 17 259 Dearden _ McGregor  HardyA Carey Spink Barrettl  Ferguson  Russell® Owen  Faulcanbridge Roberts N Rogers Roberts §.  Chalk@  Gibsonl  MarrellA 128
m m 30 Satl12Feb  Notts County L 12 5474 31 18 300 Dearden MeGregor Ridler Carey Spink Barrettl  Ferguson  Connolly Owen  Faulconbridge Roberis N. Walsh Roberts S Russell GibsonM  StevensA an
) 31 SAT19FEB  OLDHAM ATHLETIC L 08 3603 31 19 845 Dearden ___McGn:gw Brace Carey Raberts S, Barrett Williamsll  Connofly Owen Marrell@ Stevens Rogers Spink Russell Gibson® Faulconbridge® 31
R 0 blns ‘é ~§ a % @ :g Sat 26 Feb  Oxford United W 41 4988 34 17 350 Dearden Brace@® Hardy Carey Roberts 5. Barrett@  Ferguson Russell Gibson Connolly  Allsopp 2 Rogers Ridler@ Owenll Morrell  Faulconbridge =32
= & = s Z 33 SATAMAR  LUTON TOWN .
2 = 2 & = W TuelMar  Brentlord QUIZ ANSWERS from page 16: |5 1 e
R[]"ca" & % g & £ 35 SATI1MAR BURNLEY { Johin HAoom 2 Palace, Brignon, . [ ~ I 3
= = £2 = 36 Sot 18Mar  Cambridge United Danny Wilson, 3 anchester Ciry ant = %
1 g - N QPR, 12. Croatia and — R H ‘ ’ I ' l ’l ' 36
U KEVIN DEARDEN @000 9 p N | e onagh 5. Jake Hollind, 13, Stevenag 5 H o 7 A N =
- 22 Edwards and Carl Borough, 14, Argentina — " —
QVURKMGREGOR 3T 0 T 0 20 0N m  mewws swmowcw |0 1 windre. [ CARPETS e < E 8
40 Br srand C derhy, Leicester, Levion U o" A“
3 FH"' HARDY 25 0 12 0 37 3 41 SatBApr  Bristol City *I‘ujs[lllww‘i]-jrl 5 l;'l'llutr i‘ Orient, Nottingham Tel: 01978 265050 jjll
"8 GARETH OWEN 223) 2 1120 0 3305 4 42 SATISAPR AFC BOURNEMOUTH | idon Hurchison, 9, Farest, Plymouth, Stoke | European Lounge Sponsors I
T e Burnley. Cel and Southampron. = = Official Floodlight S “ [
5 RD\N I:AREY 30 1 9(1) 1 3g(1) 5 FE: Sat 22 Apr  Chesterfield \hu nle \i ( ‘-“I‘f : I 7 cila 00 ‘g Ponsors 4
44 MON 24 APR COLCHESTER UNITED outmgham FORest ant  wuo am1z: I 4"
3 JASON JARRETT 1 049 0 4 6 [ R T hmifiog ko il - Fddie i1z M
_ 45 pr igan Athletic Barnes, Wyn Davies and  Answer; Eddie Tunney 45
' MARTYN CHALK 74y 0 3(1) 0. 10(5) 7 - 46 SATEMAY  GILLINGHAM Roy Ambler, 1. Crystal = 8
CIKEVIN RUSSELL  16(4) 0 _9(1) 0 25(5) 0 J8 Worthingion ¥ :
=228 Worthington Cup
KARL 7 v Bl
CONNOLLY 23[@ 4 9(2) 2 32(8) 1-Istleg Tue 10 Aug  Preston North End L 01 4,930 = 250 Dearden Hardy Caray Ridler Owen Williams Phillips Connoll Lowz W Stevens Cartwright Ryan Spink Thomas  Faulconbridgel &
Bg. P ¥ I o oM 1-1stleg
DEAN SPINK 10(” 0 5(2) 1] 15(3) 1-2nd leg TUE 24 AUG  PRESTON NORTH END L 02 23911 478 Dearden Hardy Carey Ridler Owen B Williams Russell Connolly  Faulconbridge  Stevens | Cartwright Ryan Spink Thomas B Lowe 1-2nd leg
DAVID LOWE 45 1 4 085 0
DAVE RIDLER @) 0730 _196) Eﬂm FA C
- up Spnnsured hy AXA
THE FA.
DERYN BRACE 33) 0 4 0 @) 7]77 SAT 30 OCT  KETTERING 1-1 2,701 - - 425 Dearden L McGregor Hardy@® Carey Spink Barrelt®  Ferguson Owen Connolly Faulconbridge Roberts N Walsh Willlams  Russell®  Morrell@®  StevensA 1
PAUL BARRETT ”(I) 2 5(3) 1 22(4) IR Wed 10 Nov  Kettering W 20 25611 250 Dearden i__ McGregor Hardy Carey Roberts S.  Russell Ferguson QOwen Williams Connally  Roberts N, Walsh _ Ridler Gibsan Stevens  Faulconbridge & 4
i 2 SAT20NOV  ROCHDALE W21 3408 675 Dearden MeGregor Hardy& Carey Roberts S.  Russell@®  Fergusonil QOwen Williams Connolly  Roberts N. Walsh Ridler & Barett Gibson® Faulconbridgem 2
NEIL ROBERTS TS ) — : ol A
- ~ 3 SAT11DEC MIDDLESBROUGH W 21 11,755 956 Dearden MeoGregar Hardy Carey  Roberts S.A  Russell Ferguson  Gibson®  Williams FaulconbridgeM Roberts N Walsh Ridler& Owen®  Connollym Maorrell N
STEVE ROBERTS. a0, [ WEEGRiaR 4 SAT8JAN  CAMBRIDGE UNITED L 12 7086 - - gl Dearden MoGregsr  Hardy  Carey®  Ridler  Russell  Ferguson  Comnolly  WilliamsM Stevens  RobertsN. | Walsh  Spink@®  Barrettll  Chalk Faulconbridged =
DANNY WILLIAMS e 0° WMl 25
STEVE THOMAS i 0 EROS0e() -
DAVID WALSH D)0 4 SSOSSEE :
KRISTIANROGERS 0 0 2 0 2 FA.W. Premier Cup .k h. .
STEVE COOPER 0 0 1) 0 1(1) Broup ] Tue 7 Sept  Total Network Solutions W ‘L—O 561 - - 350 Dearden L McGregor Hannon Carey 1 Spink. Barrett Williams. Owen Lowe  Faulconbridg Stevens Ridler Rishworth  Edwardsll Group 1
I || Tue 5 0Oc erystwith Town £ j = Dearden L MoGregor ardy idler aberts 5. Jarrett  Ferguson wien 7] o arrel are aulconbridged Stevens
ﬁﬂl‘g[‘l_ Tue50ct  Aberystwyth T W31 1512 100 Deards Mol Hard Ridl Roberts 5@ Jarrett Fi 0 Chalk L Marrella | Carcy@®  Faulconbridged St bl | Group 1
MIKE RYAN A(3) ENEGE 0 H3) _Group 1 TUE 120CT  CONWY UNITED W30 461 - - 28 Walsh L Brace®  Hanon  RobertsS Spink Jarrett Barrett  Russel  ChalkA  Roberts N Morrell | Cooper®  Warrend  Edwardsi Group 1
ROBIN GIBSON A0, 3(2) 3 R !L‘.L‘ Tue 16 Nov__ Conwy United W10 35‘“3 - - 150 Walsh - Mc;rngar Hardy Ridler Raberts § Russell  Gibson Owen  Williamsm Cnnnnng. Lowe Barrel!®@  Chalkm  Roberts N. Group 1
f A (Broup 1 TUE 14 DEC  ABERYSTWYTH TOWN W 51 367 - - 22 Walsh L McGregor Hardy Ridler Roberts S, Russell&  Ferguson®  Owen Connolly Faulconbridge 2 Roberts N Spink4  Bamet!®  Gibsonll Group 1
KEVIN HANNON 0fl) 0 20 0 22 Group 1 TUE 16 JAN  TOTAL NETWORK SOLUTIONS W 50 509 - - 28 Rogers . Bracel Hardy SpifkA _ Roberts S.  Russell  Jaretl®  Thomas Chalk Stevens  Morrell4 | HoranA  HannonBl  Sweel® Group 1
JAKE F.Dm!lns 0(2) 1 0(2) 0 0(4) ~ 0-F  WED 16 FEB MERTHYR TYDFIL W 80 390 S 11 Rogers B Brace Hardy Carey®  Roberts §. Barrett Gibson Owen@® Williams Stevens  Morrell 7| McGregor® Faulconbridge Connolly@ b iﬁtam
ANDYMORRELL  2(5 1 5(1) 13 /() I : Hedading
|AN STEVENS 14(2) 4 6(2) 4 20(4) - ~Fiml
WAYNE PHILLIPS i o 1 0 4
CRAIG FAULCONBRIDGE 22(6) 8 ~ 6(4) 4 28(10) H i
S 2 T 7 Auto Windscreens Shield
DANNY ALLSOPP 1 7 1 D 1 : Tue 7 Dec  Preston North End L 14 3306 - = 56 Walsh Cooper Brac Spink Ridler Connolly Owen Barrett Williams Faulconbridge Morrell Dearden  Roberts . Russell Gibson  Roberts N. 1

*Also: David Sweet 0(1), George Horan 0(1) & Dave Warren 0(1) 0 0(1)
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Fon%}ue. Alan refereed the Conference Cup Fm_al in 1995 and an FA Trop

well as being the fourth official at lah’mmwn. ‘ o
Assistant Referees: A.R.BROWN A.McGEE Fourth Official: G. 'ﬂEng::«_;_ 1

Played  Sub w Yéllow  Red

Played Sub  Goals Yellow = Red Result

KEVIN DEARDEN 1
MARK McGREGOR 2
PHIL HARDY 3
GARETH OWEN 4
BRIAN CAREY 5
JASON JARRETT 6
MARTYN CHALK 7
KEVIN RUSSELL 8
KARL CONNOLLY 8
DEAN SPINK 10
DAVE RIDLER 12
DAVE WARREN 13
DERYN BRACE 1
PAUL BARRETT 15
NEIL ROBERTS 16
STEVE ROBERTS 17
DANNY WILLIAMS 18
STEVE THOMAS 19
MARK CARTWRIGHT 20
DAVID WALSH 21
KRISTIAN ROGERS 22
STEVE COOPER 23
ROBIN GIBSON 2
KEVIN HANNON 26
ANDY MORRELL 28
IAN STEVENS 29

1 NATHAN ABBEY
2 GAVIN McGOWAN

5 AUANWHTE |
6 MARVIN JOHNSON

=y

20 JERRY MOSES
21 ANDRE SCARLETT
22 DANIELTATE
23 JUDE STIRLING

u

(2]

"WARD
32 BEN ROBERTS
40 JULIAN WATTS

WAYNNE PHILLIPS 30
CRAIG FAULCONBRIDGE 31[f
DARREN FERGUSON 32[fF
DANNY ALLSOPP 33
[ WNCHBNLSPONSORS

BURNLEY
Saturday, 11 March, 2000
Nationwide Division 2, Kick-off: 3.00pm

London Reds
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