Hill’s bo
booed as
the samba

#

music dies

'S fi i tarted as a carnival at
RICKY HILL’S first game in charge s A .
Kenilworth Road for the Hatters but soon turned into a procession
visitors Notts County. . 1 _
fofx samba band greeted Hill's side before Satux;day S eagerly-awalteg glempiﬁ:h
Two curtain-raiser. But the boos his players'recelved as they tnldg’ed of
at the end will not have been welcome music to the new manager’s eg.rs. i
Hill said afterwards that some of his players had suffered ‘stage ig& and,
while the game was not quite a horror show, it was not the kind of start the new
manager would have hoped for atthe s{adxum that was so often a theatre of} 0
during his 14 impeccable years as a player. 2
Mafk Stallard’s 24th-minute winning goal brought an abrupt end to Hill's
honeymoon as Hatters boss and underlined the hard work that needs,tobedone
before chairman Mike Watson-Challis can bring back ‘the glory days’ he craves
for the club.
Hill has inherited a squad that
previous manager Lennie Lawrence

said required three.experienced LUTON O NOTTS C U‘ 1

additions to challenge for promotion. @HATTERS: Mark Ovendale, Emmer-
The new boss has made two astute son Boyce, Julian Watts (Stuart

signings in Mark Stein and Mark Fraser, 79), Paul McLaren, Marvin

Ovendale but, since Lawrence’s Johnson, Matthew Taylor, Matthew

comments, Phil Gray has also departed Spring, Adam Locke (Peter Holmes,

for Burnley and his presence — or that 58), Liam George, Mark Stein,

of Tottenham'’s ex-Hatter Gary Dohe- Andrew Fotiadis. Subs not used: Jude

rty — was sorely missed on Saturday. Stirling, Dean Brennan, Nathan Abbey.
Stein was asked too often to use his O®NOTTS COUNTY: Darren Ward, Mark
five foot six frame to compete in the air Warren, Matthew Redmile, Andy
for hopeful forward balls against McDermott, Andy Hughes, Craig
County’s six-foot defenders Mark Ramage, Mark Stallard,
Warren and Matthew Redmile. Alex Dyer, Gary Owers, Richard
The ex-Chelsea Stlriker has always Liburd, (Richard Holmes, 88).
performed better alongside a target = Luton 5 Notts
man and it is clear why such a pla)L:er S 2 e

remains high on Hill's shopping list. ©0ff target: Luton 3 Notts Co 3.
At the other end, Ovendale provided ®Comers: Luton 15 Notts Co 1.
assurance between the sticks and made L

g Top Hatter: Ovendale - solid debut.
two fine saves to prevent a heavier —a
defeat for his new club. The 26-year-old keeper charged off
Allthiscameafterabrightstartfrom  his line to smother an Andy Hughes'
th({\ih'nmv team. shot after Joseph had left Locke on his
atthew Spring clattered the backsid d
crossbar after just three minutes but 3 ® Dear the halfway i
that turned out to be Luton’s only Squ:_n'ed across the home goal S
notable first-half effort - Liam George then forced Ward into
The Visitors signalled a warning an acrobatic save from an unconven-
;\'h(;n :‘11 ig R;\m;\g_v headed against a tional looping header before sub Peter
YOSt alter a cross from Andy MeDer- Hol i yards. :
mott, rejected by the Hatter: ter one Bmes frave Wil Do H‘m’\”‘
trial game at St Albans in pre-season o by Ove{ldale came 1S hen
_Four minutes later, Ramage’s free- s o> again moments later W e
Kick from the left was headed past Was alert to the danger after Jm '
Ovendale at the near post by Stallard,  Was dispossessed by Joseph. 87
(l :‘h]l {\]ltpld fm}* Paul McLaren as his The lively Frenchman was clear on
elensive lynchpin at the back with goal but Ov at
.{u]]mn W:xttsltolhis right and Marvin  his feet endelewes G toﬂl‘lﬂ&}'
Johnson on the left i vageda
Watts and Johnson both lacked Fotiadls should still have sal “
sharpness after missing large chunks point two minutes from time for Luton
of the pre-season and Adam Locke,who Ut after the ball broke loose mm‘

had a herni

& 4 operation in the Summer, the visitors Penalty box, he
a \<\» lf]mkod sluggish. ’ woefully into the Kenilworth Road
A sloppy back pass from Locke just Stand with only Ward to beat. W

seconds after the break almos
ST it - 10st saw It was a dis

l\j:l\‘l‘!llll\ 'm!l [L'lll]\\“l behind, but watts afternoon wh i Qﬂ:;i‘
g d 111.\ team-mate's blushes With & lauail en every Hatters outfield

nendous sliding lunge ag County's Yer except Emmerson Boyce perfo-
<;n loan Montpellier striker [)Il\;iﬂ rmed below par, 3
. ";‘: !"zll:llll\\“u)l m“shom The game also provided an unhappy
ered hkis ;;hx:l( l'\l::::(llt\.(\'l:.,l“;"' and thund-  'eminder of Luton’s main frailties
home side never managey & .2ut the  from last season, namely their
period ul'pn-scunx(lllpnx‘llu'f:‘\d  stapganicd  Inablliey to el down un
Orher o has SPite a staggerin, ising fono '
C nll‘!]l‘-“l\; ljl:n( of 15-1 in their favour, ; (l:,l:l:;‘::(;l: f\ws fad thald V\-lllml‘lbmw
PR kR {'mlv,_h»rlh“ Hatters fans, a iy i\ Ll~ll(tucl$s_ .
i ll;\ ‘M‘l(” ity of those set-pipces weba Alterwards, Hill made it clear thathe
v tvered straight into the hands o Would not imi form-
County keeper Darren lw Inl hands of tolerate similar perform-

= arg ances in the f)
On 57 minutes, Oveng Mture:

! ale gave ¢ But his Divisi .
indice ; e gave an his Division 3
<1.l-l(.‘|(:|:31|1”:mtWh‘\ peLuton boardhave  not get any easier T'\t‘;? b‘pidmg:l“
I 0 splash out nearly half-a- favoy rites i3 With & tripito
million pounds on his talents » & rites Wi

A gan the next test on
Saturday. R
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