RICKY HILL threatened his players

i dismal 2-0 home
with the chop after a
defeat against Northampton Town.

The Hatters boss was left fuming after a
desperate display that could have brought a
much heavier defeat had it not been for the
heroics of reserve keeper Nathan Abbey.

Abbey, dropped last season after a
nightmare display against Bristol Rovers,
was recalled after Mark Ovendale pulled out
with a neck spasm an hour before kick-off.

He responded with his best performance at
Kenilworth Road, turning the jeers into
cheersashe won overasceptical home crowd.

But the frustrated Hatters fans booed the
rest of the side off the pitch and Hill also only
had praise for Abbey after the game.

The Luton manager said: “Northampton
played very well but too many of our players
were well below par. If it had not been for
Nathan we would belookingatalarger defeat.

“He pulled off a couple of great saves — one
inthefirst minute—which shows how awfully
we started. We try to educate the players
throughout the week on doing the right and
simple things.

“We cannot play with so much naivety. We
were losing possession, trying the wrong
things at the wrong times
and generally showing a
lack of footballing intell-
igence.Ihave not got time
towaitfor that togoaway.
We might have to get new
players if these ones can’t
play at home

“It’s too late for sorrys
| now from the players.
\
|

Sorrys don’t mean any-
thing. Actions speak lou-
der than words. People
come and say they are
good at certain th ingsand
show us in training but

matchfacts

LUTON 0 NORTH'TON
@HATTERS: Nathan Abbey,
Stuart Fraser, Julian Watts,
Emmerson Boyce, Matthew
Taylor, Andre Scarlett, Matth
Spring (Peter Hoimes 55), Pail
McLaren, Dean Brennan (Tre
Kandol, 61), Mark Stein, Liam
George. Subs not used: Adam
Locke, Jude Stirling, Frie 3
Breitenfelder.
@NORTHAMPTON: Keith Wele
lan Hendon, John Frain, lan
Sampson, Richard Dryden,
James Hunt, Steve Howard, Jo
Hodge (David Savage, 76), Chi
Hargreaves, Jamie Forrester
(Marco Gabbiadini, 76), Rich:
Green. Subs not used: Andrew
Morrow, Garry Hughes, Adam
Sollitt.
@Shots on target: Luton 4 N'ton
@ Off target: Luton 8 N'ton 5.
@ Comers: Luton 3 N'ton 9.

@Top Hatter: Nathan Abbey -
one-man show.
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SAVES: Nathan Abbey.
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cleared off the line to
thwart Forrester before
the Northampton forw-
ard predictably broke the
deadlock on 38 minutes.
Forrester controlled
Howard's headed flick-on
l;icge;qm%ng and firing
a4 low drive fro yards
mgffa Sy m 15 yards
\t the other end, Mark
tein and Liam George
DlOl{ghed alonely furrow
aga}nst 4N uncompro-
mising five-man Northa-
mr’)IE}(:n defence,

e Hatters only real
chance of the first-half
2:;\\\/ Paul McLaren have a
4 %t chargeq down by

0 b]ers_ Keeper Keith
¢ Iter Stein had
Mmissed his kjck following
good play from, Dean
Ténnan ang George

€r the break, Lut
lost Matthew Sprino[?.

net. ;
Forrester could!
gone on to bagahd
tormenting Julian ¥
and Stuart Fraser i
curlinganexcellenté
inches wide and
being denied t_Wl
alert goalkeeping#
22-year-old Abbey< s
Northampton St
tuted Forrester €8
minutes and his TeR
ment Marco Gabbiss
teed up Howard ford
minute chance ]
Abbey athletically
Andre Scarlett,
and Stein ha
chances in the -”
period to steal &%
goal but all their €
lacked convictionog
The ‘Men ag‘:\ilens ;
nature of the :
concern Hill, Wh“
nine players a8
under during 5&
game. :
" Only Boyce and 48
Watts can take any B
from their d 151-’1a
otherwise _deP;n
outfield perform&Ess



