NEVER-SAY-DIE Luton Town (iarglg
away with a point in a memorable 3-
draw at the Memorial Ground. .
Ricky Hill's Hattershavenow gone 10_gamt:o
since their last victory, but if they 9qntm1t1§
show the same enterprise and spirit as he){
did against Bristol Rovers on Saturday tha
elusive win will be just around the corner.
Luton trailed 2-0 and 3-1 at Bristol, but two
goals from teenage striker Trgsor Kandol and
a Liam George wonder-ﬁrlke earned the
isitors a share of the spoils.
VIS}%teomarkably, at the other end, Hatters
keeper Mark Ovendale did not make a save
during the match. Bristol’s first three shots on
target hit the back of the net and the fourth —
an 89th-minute header by sub Moussa
Dagnogo — was cleared from under his own
crossbar by Matthew Taylor. g
Luton dominated the game for long perlods
after wobbling for the opening 25 minutes.
Rovers took the lead on 14 minutes when
Marcus Bignot’s cross lured Ovendale off his
line and left Steve Foster with the simple task
of heading over the Hatters keeper, who was
stranded in no-man’s-land.
Bignot then wasted two opportunities to

matchfacts

BRISTOL RVS 3 LUTON:

@®BRISTOL ROVERS: Nick Culkin,
Marcus Bignot, Scott Jones,
Walters (Moussa Dagnogo, 63),
Steve Foster, Che Wilson, Simon
Bryant, Lewis Hogg, Vitalijs

As vs, Clinton Ellis (Trevor
Challis, 49), Nathan Ellington
(Dwayne Plummer, 73). Subs not
used: Mark Foran, Matthew
Glennon.

@ HATTERS: Mark Ovendale,
Watts, Paul McLaren, Emmerson
Boyce, Stuart Fraser (Gavin
McGowan, 46), Matthew Spring
(Peter Holmes, 79), Adam Locke,
Matthew Taylor, Liam George,
Peter Thomson (Mark Stein, 46),
Tresor Kandol. Subs not used:
Dean Brennan, Nathan Abbey.
@Referee: George Cain.
@Shots on target: Bristol Roversd
Luton 9.

@ Off target: Bristol Rvs 5 Luton 6
@ Comers: Bristol Rys 7 Luton 6.
@Star Man: Tresor Kandol - two

capitalise on a paucity of
marking in the Hatters
penalty box. But there
were also defensive gaps
tobe exploited in Bristol’s
back-line and Luton
should have pulled at
least one goal back with
three chances in four
minutes.

George and Kandol
both went close to netting
before Peter Thomson
missed a glorious chance
on 29 minutes.

Kandol’s clever dum-
my released Thomson for
aclear run on goal, but the
ex-NAC Breda forward
pushed his shot wide with
only on-loan Manchester
United keeper Nick
Culkin to beat.
. Thomson’s agony was
Intensified two minutes
later when more slack
defendingcost the Hatters
a second goal.

Veteran winger Mar
Walterds ran Stuart Frase]x{‘
ragged during a torri
ﬁrst-balf for the Hatterlsd‘
Scottish under-21 intern-
ational. And the ex-
Liverpool and England
blayer waltzed past Fra-
sertocrossfor Nathan g
aded into
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| was very pleaseqd With the

goals and dangerous throughout.

second goal was again
gritty in stark contrast to
previous capitulations
against Swansea and
Sunderland.

George and Kandol,
both proving a handful,
combined again on 40
minutes.

This time, Kandol’s
header flicked off the top
of Culkin’s crossbar, but
the Zaire-born striker
Wwas not kept off the score-
sheet for much longer.

He bundled the ball
over the line after Matt-
hew Spring had helped on
aTaylor corner in the last
action of the first-half.

Hill brought on Gavin
McGowan and Mark Stein
in place of the struggling
Fraser and Thomson for
the second-half. Stein’s
impact was almost imme-
dl_ate_. He raced clear
Within seconds of the
restart, but Culkin
Pushed his shot behind.

e home side appe-
ared to be flagging after
midweek heroics against
Evertop, but theirprayers
forathird goal were answ-
ered when the heavens
opened over Bristo].

Luton’s defence lost
concentration on the hour
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