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STUART DOUGLAS stageda comi?batlgk
to rival Lazarus ash lﬁe hglped lift the
at Kenilworth Road. :
glg‘%{anzz-year-old striker was thrust mtofthe
action after just one reserve match and four
training sessions since picking up a pre-season

mn; = . .
ha]l?strllmx;gregg?r’lded in devastating fashion,
scoring twice as the Hatters stormed to a 3-1
victory — their first win in 14 att_empts!

Remarkably, the double-strike ended a 17-
game barren spell for Douglas wl:xose 1@\st goal
was the Hatters first of the new millennium.

The London-born forward managed four goals
in 48 matches last season but took just29 minutes
to net his first ever brace on Saturday. .

Douglas terrorised Brentford’s sluggish
centre-half pairing of Scott Marshall and Ivar
Ingimarsson from the start and he should have
opened the scoring after 12 minutes.

An excellently-timed run saw him burst clear
of the Bees defence to collect Matthew Spring’s
perfect pass.

Douglas then delicately lifted the ball over
onrushing away keeper Olafur Gottskalksson
only to see his effort bounce agonisingly wide.

Moments later, Liam George's inventive back
heel was ruled out by an offside flag but the two

LUTON 3 BRENTFORD 1

@HATTERS: Nathan Abbey, Paul
McLaren, Julian Watts, Emmerson
Boyce, Adam Locke (Friedrich
Breitenfelder, 19), Matthew
Spring, Peter Holmes, Matthew
Taylor, Liam George (Dean
Brennan, 87), Mark Stein, Stuart
Douglas (Peter Thomson, 45).
Subs not used: Tresor Kandol,
Mark Ovendale.
@BRENTFORD: Olafur Gottskalk
sson, Jason Crowe (Tony Folan,
75), Scott Marshall, Ivar Ingimar-
sson, Paul Evans (Mark Williams,
57), Gavin Mahon, Robert Quinn,
Scott Partridge (Lorenzo
Pinamonte, 63), Andy Scott
Martin Rowlands, Paul Gibbs. Not
used: David Theobald, Paul Smith
@ Referee: Steve Dunn.

@Shots on target: Luton 8
Brentford 4.

@ Off target: Luton 9 Brentford 4
@ Comers: Luton 4 Brentford 4
@Star Man: Douglas — devastatiné \

had
eral

strikers combined on 17
minutes to give their side
a deserved lead.

Douglas out-paced his
Brentford markers to race
onto George’s throughball
and beat Gottskalksson
withalow drive across the
Icelandic keeper that pin-
ged in off a post.

Twelve minutes later,
Douglas started and finis-
hed a move to net the
Hatters second goal.

His headed flick-on
found Mark Stein who
jostled for possession with
two Brentford defenders
before the ball broke loose
in the visitors’ penalty
box. An alert Douglas used
his pace and power to
pounce and sidefoot under
thes }_JodyA of Gottskalksson.

1X minutes later, Steij

col‘lected Matthew ’Isglyn-
lor's pass into the penalty
box before tumbling under
a challenge from Ingimar-
sson. Referee Steve Dunn
bointed to the spot and
Spring placed the Penalty
Into Gottskalksson’s bot-
tom right-hand corner.

Luton’s fans were in
raptures as their team
brimming with new-found

Hill view

confidence, produced foot-
ball that bordered on the
exhibition at times against
a shell-shocked Brentford
team that had won their
last three games.

Douglas departed to a
standing ovation at half-
time after being substit-
uted a minute earlier as a
precautionary measure,
having felt a slight twinge
in his other hamstring.

Brentford’s only note-
worthy effort of a one-
sided first period had come
after just five minutes
when skipper Paul Evans’
deflected shot went narr-
owly wide.

The Hatters lost some of
their attacking impetus in
the second half but could
still have scored twice
before Brentford’s consol-
ation. George, who must
have impressed watching
Republic of Ireland under-
21 boss Don Givens, had a
shot pushed on to the post
by Gottskalksson after a
quick free kick by Spring.

Peter Holmes also went
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