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GOB-SMACKED Hatters fans watched
in amazement as their side 10_st a game
that they were winning 3-0 with just 31

minutes left to play.

The home crowd voiced their disapproval
after Darren Ferguson, whose father Alex
knows a thing of two about dramatic come-
backs and late goals, secured a 4-3 victory for
Wrexham with an 87th-minute strike.

It was a remarkable recovery by the Welsh-
men who had trailed to goals from Mark Stein,
Julian Watts and Liam George.

But it was not altogether unexpected with
Wrexham managing twice as many goal
attempts during a nail-biting encounter.

In fact, if it had not been for an inspired
goalkeeping display from Nathan Abbey,
Wrexham would have scored six or seven!

Abbey, bizarrely for a keeper who let in four
goals, was in outstanding form and did not
deserve to finish on the losing side.

He saved his team three times in the opening
13 minutes. First, he tipped over a curling
Ferguson seventh-minute free-kick.

Then he pulled off a tremendous double save
tokeep outlong-range efforts from Paul Barrett
and Ferguson as a Luton defence, including fit-

again Marvin Johnson,
got off to a nervy start.

Stein opened the scor-
ing on 38 minutes when he
sent a diving near-post
header crashing past
Luton-born Wrexham
keeper Kevin Dearden to
provide an emphatic
finish to a sweeping four-
man move.

Peter Holmes and And-
rew Fotiadis had combi-
ned to release over-lapp-
ing full debutant Fri-
edrich Breitenfelder,
whose swift pinpoint
cross was met by Stein.

Luton took a rather
flattering 2-0 lead into the
interval when a Holmes
corner found Watts charg-
ing into the box and the
ball hit the Hatters defen-
der before bouncing over
the line.

Abbey saved his side
again six minutes after
the break, denying Chris
Killen before George sco-
red his side’s third.

A spell of pinball in the
Wrexham penalty box
saw Stein haveashot bloc-
ked and Dearden forced
Into a save from team.

matchfacts

LUTON 3 WREXHAM4

@HATTERS: Nathan Abbey,
Emmerson Boyce, Julian Watts,
Marvin Johnson, Friedrich
Breitenfelder, Paul McLaren
(Stuart Fraser, 48), Peter ‘
Matthew Taylor, Liam George
Mark Stein, Andrew Fotiadis
(Peter Thomson, 71). Subs not
used: Dean Brennan, Rocky
Baptiste, Mark Ovendale.
@WREXHAM: Kevin Dearden,
Mark McGregor, David Ridler (Pa
Mardon, 39), Martyn Chalk, Crz
Faulconbridge, Darren Ferguson,
Paul Barrett (Gareth Owen, 80)
Carlos Edwards, Lee Roche, Chiis
Killen, Eman Bouanane (Hector
Sam, 82). Subs not used: Robin
Gibson, Kristian Rogers.

@ Referee: Mark Cowbum.

@Shots on target: Luton 6
Wrexham 12.

@ Off target: Luton 4 Wrexham 8
@Comers: Luton 7 Wrexham 9
@Star Man: Abbey — outsta

mate Mark McGregor
before George reacted
quickly to force the ball in
from close range.

But the game’s pivotal
moment came just min-
utes before George’s goal
when Luton skipper and
midfield lynchpin Paul
McLaren limped off with
a calf injury.

The midfield were over-
runwithout their captain,
the suspended Matthew
Spring and an adequate
replacement on a subs’
bench boasting £550,000
worth of signings.

A makeshift central-
midfield partnership of
Holmes and Breitenfelder
proved lightweight and
Inexperienced with Ferg-
uson bossing proceedi-
ngs. On 58 minutes, Abbey
pulled off an acrobatic
reflex save that brought
the Kenilworth Road fait-
hful to their feet in their
appreciation and some-
how kept Martyn Chalk
Off the scoresheet .
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