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RICKY HILL was given the dreaded vote of
confidence by chairman Mike Watson-Challis
before watching his side collapse to a 3-0 home
defeat against Bristol City. -

Footba]gl is not renowned for job security and, qﬂgr
his side’s sorry performance on Sa_turgias,l, Hill’s
position looked about as assured as his side’s shaky
defence. g

Only Swindon have conceded more goals at home in
Division Two this season and Luton need to stop the
flow quickly if they are to avoid relegation.

Danny Wilson’s Bristol side managed just seven
shots on Saturday, but all were on target and three
ended up in Nathan Abbey’s net — in the space of 12
suicidal second-half minutes!

Hill made changes to his side for the sixth successive

atch, dropping Julian Watts and opting for a three-
man back-line of Paul McLaren, Kent Karlsen and
Emmerson Boyce. But McLaren, currently being
switched from midfield to defence by the game, and
Boyce, increasingly uncomfortable
in his left-sided berth, both strugg-
led in the second-half,

City went ahead on 55 minutes
after Brian Tinnion’s deep cross
caused confusion between Boyce
and Abbey at the far post. Scott
Murray seized on the loose ball and
forced a clumsy, bobbling effort
over the line.

The Ashton Gate club had been
limited to speculative long-range

return

matchfacts

LUTON TOWN 0 BRISTOL CITY 3

@HATTERS: Nathan Abbey, Paul McLaren, Kent Karlsen,
Emmerson Boyce, Gavin McGowan, Matthew Spring,
Petri Helin, Matthew Taylor, Liam George, Stuart Doug-
las (Andrew Fotiadis, 45), Mark Stein (Rocky Baptiste,
75). Subs not used: Julian Watts, Adam Locke, Mark
Ovendale.

@BRISTOL CITY: Steve Phillips, Keith Millen, Louis
Carey, Matthew Hill, Scott Murray, Mickey Bell, Brian
Tinnion (lvan Tistimetanu, 89), Simon Clist, Aaron
Brown (Joe Bumell, 53), Tony Thorpe (Peter Beadle,
62), Lee Peacock.

®Referee: Mark Cooper.

@ Shots on target: Luton 4 Bristol City 7.

® Off Target: Luton 8 Bristol City 0.

@ Comers: Luton 7 Bristol City 3.

®Top Hatter: Taylor — Impressing in a struggling side.

D THE HATTERS youth team
enjoyed a 2-0 Football
League Youth Alli:

ance victory at
Southend United

on Saturday. Top
scorer Chris Dillon netted his 10th
goal of the season and Duane
Clarke scored the other. The
Juniors next match is at home to
Leyton Orient on

Saturday. Kick
off is 11am at Luton Rugby Club.
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efforts before Murray’s goal but,
after it, Luton crumbled just like
they had in the previous home game
against Wrexham.

Confidence, cohesion and
common sense went out of the
window and if the club are to halt

adlong plunge towards
Division Three a game plan or
tactical switch must e devised that
arrests the panic following the
conceding of a goal.
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Stuart Dougl_as forced City keeper
Ste Into a fine save on 34
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Petri Helin, playing in the centi®
of midfield on his home debut, :
went close just three minutes bef@
the visitors took the lead. 3
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