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bbey thwarts
the Quakers!

NATHAN ABBEY was the Hatters’ FA Cup
hero at Darlington on Saturday as Lil
Fuccillo’s men forced a second round replay.

The 22-year-old keeper made three excellent saves
to keep his side in the tie before alate rally from Luton
could have seen the visitors snatch victory.

Abbey thwarted home striker Richard Hodgson
twice in one-on-one situations during the first-halfand
then pulled off a brilliant diving save to prevent Gary
Himsworth’s 35-yard piledriver from rocketing into
the top corner.

That save left Fuccillo purring at the final whistle
and full of praise for Abbey, who continues to keep
£495 000 summer signing Mark Ovendale on the bench.

The Hatters boss said: “Nathan Abbey’s last save
was fantastic. I thought it was in from the touchline
and am still not convinced he saved it.

“] think there was a brick wall there. He's keeping
an expensive keeper out of the team, but the team picks
itself on merit and I can’t drop Nathan Abbey because

DARLINGTON 0 LUTON TOWN 0

@®DARLINGTON: Andy Collett, Craig Liddle, Adam Reed,

Nell Aspin, Gary Himsworth, Martin Gray (Steven

Walklate, 90), Brian Atkinson, Kevin Kyle, Glenn Naylor,
hard Hodg: (Phillip B! |, 67), Thomas Butler

(Stuart Elliott, 76). Subs not used: Mark Kilty, Frank van

der Geest.

@HATTERS: Nathan Abbey, Adrian Whitbread, Jullan

Watts, Marvin Johnson, Stuart Fraser, Paul Mclaren,

Adam Locke, Matthew Spring, Matthew Taylor, Peter

Thomson, Liam George. Subs not used: Mark Ovendale,

Mark Stein, Lee Nogan, Kent Karlsen, Jude Stirling.

@Referee: John Brandwood..

@Shots on target: Darlington 5 Luton 5.

@ Off Target: Darlington 4 Luton 3.

@ Comers: Darlington 5 Luton 5.

@®Top Hatter: Nathan Abbey - made three brilllant saves

to keep his side In the cup.

of the way he’s currently playing.

“He won the Save of the Month
award in October and he might get
it again for this month. It's all cre-
dit to him because he works very
hard. He was down in the dumps
last season, but he’s been seeing
more of the Ipswich Town
goalkeeping coach Malcolm
Webster and I think that’s making
him a much better keeper.

“It gives everybody in the side
great confidence to have him mak-
ing such good saves and knowing
that it's got to be one hell of a goal
to beat us.”

ABut if Fuccillo was delighted
with Abbey's display he was less

YOUTH team strikers Chris

Dillon and Daryl Murphy were
both on target in the Hatters
juniors’ 2-2 Football League Youth
Alliance Cup draw with Cambridge
United on Saturday. Brian Stein's
boys' next game is at Wycombe
Wanderers on Saturday when they
will be back in league action. The
reserves will play Oxford United
at Baldock Town on Monday night.

couldn't believe it and think he
must have closed his eyes. Even if
our keeper had had to make 10
saves we should still have come
away with a 1-0 victory.”
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