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Super run is over!

JOE Kinnear’s honeymoon as

Luton Town manager came to

an end at promotlon-chasmg

Walsall last night.

The Hatters went down 3-1 atthe
Bescot Stadium with skipper
Matthew Spring netting the
visitors’ consolation. ;

It was a result that underlined
the hard work Kinnear still has to
put in to guide his team to safety.

Three straight victories had llflc_d
spirits at Kenilworth Road before this
match but defeat in the West Midlands
makes a better result at Swindon Town

. on Saturday crucial, -

Kinnear will especially be looking to
bolster a defence that has now
conceded three goals in each of its last
two games. y

Kinnear fielded the same smrtmg
line-up that he had done in each ofhls
previous three matches since taking
OVer as manager.

But the Hatters fell behind for the
first time under Kinnear when Walsall
striker Jorge Leitao netted on 13
minutes.

Exposed Hatters keeper Mark
Ovendale pulled off a good save from
Paul Hall's close-range shot hut when
his defenders failed to clear during the
€nsuing scramble, Leitao sent an
overhead kick across the line.

Luton failed to seriously test Walsall
keep(-rJimmy Walker before the break
With Emmerson Boyce having the only
noteworthy effort but his header after
15 minutes from Matthew Spring’s
free-kick was off target.

The visitors lost a limping Lee
Mansell on 20 minutes,

He was replaced by Adam Locke
after a collision with big home striker
Brett Angell.

Luton continued to struggle

against
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circumstances.
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on the horrendous Bescot Stadium P Céd target man,
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At the other end, Hatters' strikers

Stuart Douglas and Liam George
struggled to make any impression
against a strong, uncompromising
defence.

Kinnear esponded by withdrawing
both players at half-time and beefing
up his front line with the introductions
of Peter Thomson and Andrew
Fotiadis

And the Hatters st
half in a much more

Walker kept P
scoresheet on 52

arted the second-
determined moog,
etri Helin off the
minutes when he
saved the Finnigh international's
diving header after Rowland's
excellent cross to the far post.

Three minutes later, the Hatters diq
reduce the arrears when Jude

Jennings gets

ets the call
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