Talk of the Town with Dave Flett
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HATTERS chairman Mike Watson-Challis
“momentous
season” in his programme notes before the
2-1 win against Cheltenham - and the
history books suggest he is right!

Saturday’s victory meant Luton had taken
maximum points from their first two league
games for the first time in 20 years.

David Pleat’s class of 1981 were the last Hatters
team to get off to such a good start and that side of
Ricky Hill, Brian Stein, Mal Donaghy and co. went
on to finish runaway champions of the old Second

promised supporters a

Division.

Joe Kinnear’s men are now top of the Division
Threetable and, although it isearly days, the Hatters
look capable of justifying their “promotion
favourites” label and fulfilling the expectations of
their supporters, who gave new first team coach
Mick Harford a rousing reception on his return to

Kenilworth Road.

Whatever happens between now and the end of
April, it is clear Kinnear will succeed or fail on his

own terms.

Only three players — Emmerson Boyce, Matthew
Taylor-and Lee Mansell — from Saturday’s starting
line-up were with the club before Kinnear’s arrival

in February.

In fact, there were more players from last season’s

squad on the bench than on the
pitch.

On-loan Spurs right-back Ian
Hillier - the latest addition — made
an assured Football League debut
and new boys Paul Hughes and
Carl Griffiths got the Hatters’
goals for the second successive
week.

Griffiths arrived at Kenilworth
Road with a repowned reputation
as a penalty box poacher and, so
far, he has not dlsappomted
netting both his first two goals for
the club from inside the six-yard
box.
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A high free-kick count suggests
Kinnear’s side have more fight
this season but, on Saturday,
Nicholls made one reckless
challenge too many and was given
his marching orders by the
Hertfordshire referee Grant
Hegley.

Substitute Neil Howarth had
pulled a goal back for Cheltenham
nine minutes earlier and Nicholls’
sending off provided a nervous
finish to a match that Luton had
threatened to run away with

YELLOW PERIL. Stand-m sklpper Kevin Nlcholls was booked for this challenge on Cheltenham keeper Carl Muggleton.

Joe’s verdict

before the break. The home side
went ahead on 30 minutes when
Griffiths showed strength and
awareness to shepherd the ball
from Cheltenham defenders
before laying it back to Hughes,
who casually sidefooted into Carl
Muggleton’s bottom right-hand
corner from the edge of the box.

Griffiths then got himself on
the scoresheet seven minuteslater
after some suicidal defending by
Cheltenham.

Muggleton threw the ball out to

unsuspecting full-back Steve
Jones who presented possession to
an alert Nicholls on the left flank.

The Hatters midfielder then
sent a perfectly weighted cross
into the six-yard box where
predator Griffiths was waiting to
tap into an empty net.

Lively Lee Mansell screwed a
good chance wide early in the
second-half after being sent clear
on goal by Steve Howard.

But Cheltenham were only
denied a goal shortly afterwards
by a spectacular goal-line clear-
ance from Matthew Taylor.

Robins’ striker Martin Devaney

match was slipping and, even
though Mansell forced another
save from Muggleton, Chelten-
ham’s veteran striker Neil
Grayson should have equalised on
74 minutes but blazed wildly over
from just five yards.

Nicholls was then sent off and
Cheltenham’s Michael Duff hit
the post in a nail-biting finale for
the home supporters and Kinnear,
who watched on anxiously from
the players’ tunnel as he served
the last game of his much-
publicised touchline ban.

TOP HA‘ITER' Scorer
Carl Griffiths.
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@HATTERS: Carl Emb

LUTONTOWN 2 CHELTENHAMTOWN 1

R Il Milton, Richard Walker,

Hillier, E: Boyce, R
Perrett, Matthew Taylor, Adrian
Forbes (Liam George, 74), Paul
Hughes, Kevin Nicholls, Lee
Mansell, Steve Howard (Andrew
Fotiadis, 62), Carl Griffiths (Adam
Locke, 86). Subs not used: Mark
Ovendale, Richard Dryden.
@®CHELTENHAM TOWN: Carl Mug-
gleton, Michae! Duff, Jamie Vic-
tory, Chris Banks, Mark Yates,
Hugh McAuley (Neil Grayson, 28),

Martin D y, Julian Alsop (To
Naylor, 52), Steve Jones (Neil
Howarth, 65). Subs not used:
Shane Higgs, Jason White.
@®Shots on target: Luton 5 Chel
tenham 6.

@ Off target: Luton 4 Chelt’ham
oC : Luton 4 Cheltenham 8|
@ Referee: Grant Hegley (Herts).
@ Top Hatter: Carl Griffiths -
penalty-box predator.




