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ESTOR IN PEOPLE

A warm welcome to Joe Kinnear

and everyone from Luton Town
for this afternoon’s local ‘derby’
against the men from Kenilworth

. Road. | am looking forward to
. what should be a good occasion -

a big game in front of a sell-out
crowd creating a great
atmosphere. | know that the last
terrace tickets were sold a couple
of weeks ago so the interest has
been huge, probably the biggest
since the F.A. Cup tie with Leeds
United three years ago.

Of course we have a couple of
Luton connections of our own,
and I'm sure the day will be extra
special for Terry Westley, who had
a spell as manager there, Andy
Burgess, who has been a massive
Luton fan all his life, and Stuart
Douglas who is here on loan from
them at the moment. But all such
thoughts must be put out of our

. minds come 3.00pm, and let’s

hope the day does prove to be
memorable for the right reason - a
win against our nearest rivals in
this league.

In my opinion, Luton are
certainties to gain promotion to
Division Two, and they come here
this afternoon off the back of five
successive victories, so we know
we're in for one of our toughest
encounters today.

However, our form at Nene Park
has been first-class this season and

~ we want to keep that going today.
| We extended our unbeaten home

run to 16 games on Tuesday night
with a hard-earned win against
Exeter City. Everyone worked hard
and overall we deserved the
points. Late on in the game we

could have scored a couple of
goals to make the scoreline look
more comfortable, and having
looked at the video we definitely
had more of the chances over 90
minutes.

| won't pretend that it was our
prettiest performance of the
season and Exeter weren't helped
of course by the sending off of
McConnell midway through the
second-half, but we added
another three points to our tally
and it's been a big bonus to have
gained so many points so quickly.
A tremendous achievement by the
players and we now enter the
final stretch of the season with
hopes of acheiving a play-off
place. | can assure you that we are
all up for it and the final six weeks
of the season should be very
exciting.

As | said before, Nene Park will be
packed to the rafters this
afternoon and it’s a sign of how
far this club has come over the
past ten years or so.

When the amalgamation took
place to form the club, its first
season was spent in the Beazer
Homes League Midland Division
while Luton were in the
newly-formed First Division. | can
remember playing against them
during my Arsenal days, so to see
the ground full today against a
club which appeared in two
successive League Cup finals less
than 15 years ago just shows how
quickly things can change in
football.

Hopefully, we will be able to enjoy
the occasion, and although we will
be the underdogs this afternoon

brian talbot

we now believe we can get a
result against anyone in this
league.

I know that some people will have
been disappointed that we didn't
move up a place or two as a result
of Tuesday’s win, but it didn‘t
bother me that much because
where we finish this season is in
our own hands. We have eight
games to go and, as | always say,
at the end of the season you finish
where you deserve over the whole
campaign.

Here’s to a cracking afternoon
with the right outcome - enjoy the
game.
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| said in my notes on Tuesday
night that this was a big week for
us, and we got it off to the
perfect start with the win against
Exeter City.

The men from Devon arrived at
Nene Park with an outside chance
of a play-off place still in their
sights, so it was no surprise that
they were prepared to have a go
at us.

Let’s make no bones about it, our
performance wasn’t the best this
season but we’re now at the
stage where every game is vital
and we are going to have to scrap
for the points.

The breakthrough on Tuesday
came about thanks to a great
strike from Andy Burgess after
good work down the right by Paul
Hall. Andy said afterwards that
he thought about taking a touch
but suddenly his right leg wanted
to get involved! All joking aside,
it certainly settled us down and
we doubled the advantage a few
minutes when Ritchie Hanlon
fired home from the penalty spot.
All credit to the referee for
seeing the push on Onandi Lowe
and suddenly we were in a
comfortable position.

Exeter really had to go for it in
the second half and were brave
enough to put another striker on
and play three up front. They
were rewarded when a long throw
caused us a few problems which
we couldn’t deal with, but then

came the sending off which
changed the game.
Unfortunately, some of the other
results on Tuesday didn’t go the
way we would have liked, and we
remained in 9th position, but all
we can do is win as many of our
remaining games as possible. If at
the end of the season it’s not
good enough, then we’ll have to
be honest enough to hold our
hands up and say well done to
someone else.

But the win puts us in the best
frame of mind for today’s game
against a Luton side that are
surely going to be playing Second
Division football next season.
They’ve had a tremendous season
under the experienced Joe
Kinnear but it’s up to us to
halt their promotion bid
even if it’s just for 90
minutes.

With a full house inside Nene
Park it has all the makings of
a memorable game with a
cracking atmosphere as well.
We’ve played them a couple
of times in recent years and
are yet to come out on top.
Putting aside the friendly at
the start of last season, we
lost out by just the one goal
at Kenilworth Road in the
F.A. Cup, and by the same
scoreline in the league
earlier this season, so it’s
definitely time to set the
record straight.

fi‘ g i

Of course, there are still only
three points at stake this
afternoon, just like any other
game, but | know that it means a
bit more than that to the fans. In
this division, this is our local
‘derby’ and they always have an
extra edge to them. They’re
bringing 1400 supporters with
them who will make one heck of
a noise, and it’s up to our fans to
match them every step of the
way. And if we can do the same
on the pitch, then let’s hope
we're celebrating another home
win at the final whistle.

Enjoy the game.

Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute)
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CALL FOR OUR CATALOGUE ON

FREEPHONE 0800 358 9991

Good afternoon and welcome to
this local ‘derby’ against Luton
Town. It’s going to be a full house
and should be a great
atmosphere. Luton are high-flying
with a squad of players above
Division 3 standard, but we are
hoping our small squad might
spring a surprise as we have not
beaten Luton in recent times.
Enough of all that, what’s been
going on? Well, | saw the funniest
thing at Cheltenham, whilst
saying it was officialdom gone
mad. The lads wanted to warm
up at half-time but the
Cheltenham ball man wouldn’t
give them a ball. So the boys
borrowed one anyway, only to see
the ball man running after them
demanding it back. After the ball
got passed around him, over him
and his head was going red, he
got the ball back. The boys then
had to face security men and
police accusing them of inciting
the crowd. Now | know UEFA, FIFA
and the F.A. make strange rules
but I’'m sure I've never seen one
that says you can’t have a ball

NATURE SM™BEST

Unit 13/15, Victoria Way, Studlands Park,
Newmarket CB8 7SH
Tel: 01638 662589
Fax: 01638 665922
www.naturesbestuk.co.uk
Suppliers of high energy drinks & quality
nutritional sports supplements to R&DFC

and warm up at half-time. The
fella has clearly got to get a life.
The next story involves the pool
tournament at the club. When
the competition started the hot
favourites Butts and Darbs were
drawn against Stuart ‘Cyclone’
Wardley and Andrew ‘I’ll remain
seated’ Burgess. Wardley, twice
Epping ex-Servicemans’ Champion
potted everything in sight before
making a mistake against Tilley
and Rhino. That left Unders and
Billy to play Phys and Stu Naylor
in one semi with the other
putting Tilley and Rhino against
Tarks and Scott.

That semi took sometime as Scott
had to keep moving a chair round
the table to play a shot, so the
final saw Tilley and Rhino, the
hot favourites, play Stu Naylor
(with bad knees and hip
disorders) and Phys (with a bad
back).

The final was settled by what we
in the trade call a Barney Rubble
(the double), and as | played it
my partner was encouraging me
with words like "“what do you
think you’re doing” and “you
can’t do that.” Anyway, play it |
did and as the ball disappeared
and | waded through the puddles
of Rhino tears, Stu and | received
a large round of applause and a
chorus of "you fat people.” A tad
unfair | thought, but we didn’t
care as we scooped up the prize.
On a serious note | want to throw
our support behind the PFA
campaign to raise awareness of
testicular cancer. Entitled ‘Keep
Your Eye On The Ball’ | just urge

you gents to check and, if you
have any worries, seek advice.
Don’t be frightened - it’s good to
handle two, but not three.

And so to the Exeter game.
Maybe not the best performance
but three points and at this stage
of the season games are
becoming battles. | thought we
won that and showed good
character. Once again some
strange refereeing decisions. Call
me old fashioned but | thought
retaliation was a booking or
sending off, but the ref said it
was a reaction to the incident.
Well, so is punching someone or
as Andy Cole did and was sent
off. But as we saw, if you swear
you get sent off. Don’t suppose |
will ever understand it.
Fortunately, no injuries so the
gaffer has the same squad. Barry
and Stu continue their progress
and Daniel and Millsy will return
to training.

So back to today and what should
be a good day. It’s always nice to
see a full house - enjoy the game.

Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute)



TODAY'’S COLLECTION....is being carried out by Royal
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). Everyone knows
that the RNLI is there to save lives at sea, something
they have been doing for almost 180 years, but even
before then, riders on horseback would patrol the
coast in bad weather, looking out for sailors in danger,
so that help could be raised. Grace Darling is a good
example.

In those days, the pattern of a seaman’s jersey
indicated where he was from, village or town, and the
gold earring he wore was to pay for his burial, should
it happen that way.

The argument still remains today! If
you earn your living at sea, is it
better to be a non-swimmer, or a
good swimmer? Think about it.
Thank you in advance for your usual
generosity.

Lifeboats

FORTHCOMING GAMES AT NENE PARK
Sunday 10th March - EASTERN PREMIER DIVISION
Diamonds Ladies -v- Colchester United
Pitch 3, 2.00pm

Monday 11th March - RESERVE FRIENDLY
Diamonds -v- Barnet
Pitch 2/3, 1.00pm

Monday 18th March - RESERVE FRIENDLY
Diamonds -v- USA Soccer Federation
Pitch 2, 2.30pm

Saturday 23rd March - YOUTH ALLIANCE MERIT DIVISION
Diamonds -v- Luton Town
Pitch 2, 11.00am

Saturday 23rd March - FOOTBALL LEAGUE DIVISION 3
Diamonds -v- Shrewsbury Town
Stadium, 3.00pm

KEITH AT THE DOUBLE

Keith Coles collected his
second Fantasy Football
Manager of the Month award
of the season during half-time
against Exeter City on
Tuesday evening.

The competition, in
association with the official
club website - www.thediamondsfc.com - has been giving
fans the chance to pit their wits against each other in a battle
of managerial skill. Keith, whose team beat all others during
February, collected his certificate of achievement and prize of
a Doc Shop voucher from League Secretary David Gudgeons.
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MATCH ENTERTAINMENT AT NENE PARK

news and views

TWO GREAT WAYS TO BET ON THE DIAMONDS

Corp Commissions are the official on-site betting service for all Rushden & Diamonds first-team fixtures at Nene
Park. You can place your bets either at the portakabin adjacent to the Airwair Stand Car Park (next to the Ticket
Collection Point), or at any of the betting stations around the ground. Agents are also available in all Corporate
areas of the Stadium. )

As well as offering you odds on all first-team fixtures, Corp Commissions can also quote prices on all sporting
events, and all wagers are TAX FREE. Deposit accounts are welcomed for home or away fixtures, so call into the
portakabin for full details.

Latest betting to win the Third Division: 11/8 Plymouth Argyle, 2/1 Hull City, 4/1 Luton Town,

33/1 Rushden & Diamonds.

www.diamondsbet.co.uk

The only official Rushden & Diamonds on-line betting site offering bets on all
Diamonds fixtures, home and away. Open an online account today & receive 50%
CASHBACK on the stake of your first settled bet if it contains a selection of odds
of 2/1 or above. Claim up to a maximum of £25 or your currency equivalent! Why
not try a Scorecast bet on our next match? If you can predict which player will
score first, and the correct match result, then your bet is a winner, OR if you're
looking for a bet that lasts a little longer than 90 minutes, why not take a look at
our season specials, covering a range of markets specific to our team.

BILLY’S FEBRUARY AWARD
Billy Turley was named the
Evening Telegraph Player of the
Month for February and he
was presented with his prize by

1503AM RADIO DIAMONDS
L]
SIMON PARSELL'S HALF-HOUR
All th: ip f h i i
Bt e Mk L e gossip from the dressing room plus chat with a

Adrian House of PW House : first-team player
Jewellers (Rushden), prior to . ‘ 2 .

kick-off against Exeter on EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS
B Brian Talbot and the playing staff review the latest
TODAY’S MASCOTS games and look ahead to the next big match
Leading Diamonds out this afternoon are: .
9-year-old Sean Benneyworth. He : ;
attends St Peters Independent School, : FUL_L F0-MINUTE COMMIENTARY
Phil Harris-Ward brings you exclusive match

Northampton. His favourite footballers
are Andy Burgess and David Beckham, commentary, together with a guest summariser

and he enjoys football, karate, golf and .
playing on his Playstation. POST-MATCH ANALYSIS
Samuel Westley is 8 years old and he Who did what, when and where...plus Brian Talbot'’s

goes to St Joseph College, Ipswich. He first reaction to the game
supports Liverpool and his favourite 1 .

layers are Michael Owen and And
Eur‘;ess His hobbies include footbgll I'OG, DN WD e ‘IN!
playing on his Playstation and penny slot A o You can listen to us on the internet.
machines in Felixstowe! Just log on to the brand new official club website...
www.thediamondsfc.com
1503AM RADIO DIAMONDS -
THE ONLY PLACE FOR MATCHDAY COVERAGE!

Jordan Westley is 9 years old and he attends
Gusford Primary School, Ipswich. His hobby is
football and his favourite player is Matt Holland.
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Paul Ha-Tis wrestled towards

Andy Burgess is congratulated by Stuart Wardley and
the ground by Graeme Power.

Paul Hall after his opening goal.

v i
n.

Man of the Match Andy
Tillson keeps Sean
McCarthy at bay.

Arjan Van Heusden gathers under

pressure from Mark Peters.

¢hNationwide| o 3§
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Onandi Lowe powers
past Alex Watson. Andy Burgess climbs higher
than Barry McConnell.

Scott Partridge
shields the ball
from Graeme
Power.

» Nationwide o
e ———
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REPLICA KIT CLEARANCE!!

AWAY SHIRT (Plain)
WAS £32.99 NOW £22
WAS £28.99 NOWE20
AWAY SHIRT
(Championship Embroidery)
WAS £34.99 NOW £23
| WAS £30.99 NOWE22
AWAY SHORTS
WAS £17.99 NOWE12
WAS £12.99 NOW £9.50
AWAY SOCKS ‘ |
WAS £7.99 NOWE5.50

HOME SHIRT

WAS £37.99 NOW £25 SORRY!

WAS £28.99 NOWE20 NO HOME
HOME SHORTS CHAMPIONSHIP

WAS £17.99 NOWE12 SHIRTS OR HOME

WAS £12.99 NOW £9.50 SOCKS AVAILABLE

LIMITED AVAILABILITY OF ALL
SIZES - HURRY WHILST STOCKS
LAST!

MEMORABILIA WANTED

To commemorate next season’s 10th
anniversary of the amalgamation of
Rushden Town and Irthlingborough
Diamonds, the club is asking supporters to
lend any items of memorabilia
(ie: programmes, shirts, etc) for display at the Open Day on Sunday 4th August.
These can be from either of the two original sides or the merged club.
Please contact Kerry White on 01933 652000 ext. 2257, via e-mail
(docshop@airwair.co.uk) or in writing c/o the club.
All items will be returned after the Open Day.

For those mourning the
end of the TV drama
Footballers Wives, there's
a real life replacement,
Chairmen's Wives.

The wife of Darlington
chairman, George
Reynolds, accused the
players of "throwing
games". Susan Reynolds, also a director at the
club, made the comments during a public
meeting. The players stormed out en masse.
Professionals to a man they were ready for
matchday - a trip to Exeter. How long must that
return journey have felt after the 4-2 defeat.

It's been a week of headlines from the boardroom.
Portsmouth chairman Milan Mandaric said he
wasn't paying his players or coaching staff
because the performances in February simply
weren't good enough. He changed his mind.
Maybe Mrs Mandaric had something to do with
the change of heart.

One chairman who rarely makes the headlines is
Max Griggs at Rushden and Diamonds. He's
much-loved by the fans and it's nothing to do with
any walk-abouts during the match.

Across the country there are plenty of chants for
chairmen to dust off their Cheque books. You
don't hear that at Nene Park. They're so respectful
of the man who built the club that when they
chant his name it's "Mister" Griggs. And Football
3rd is at Rushden this weekend. The League's
newboys entertain Luton. It's a sell out for one of
the biggest games of the season. Not that anyone
would look forward to entertaining the Hatters at
the moment. They have just set a new club record
of 11 away wins in one season.

FOOTBALL on the ITV Sport Channel, is the
" your dedicated highlights

programme for the Third Division
every Sunday at 11.45am. Presented from a
different league ground every week it gives
you the best of the Saturday afternoon action
and all the goals. Football 3rd delivers
everything the die-hard fan wants to know
about their side and their rivals.

To subscribe to the ITV Sport Channel,
Sky Sports 1, 2 & 3 and a host of

other great entertainment channels,

Call ITV Digital on 1

0808 100 0101

SUBJECT TO COVERAGE, STATUS AND TERMS.

You can see Isabella Clarke and Ned Boulting presenting

Foothall 3rd, on the ITV Sport Channel,
every Sunday at 11.45am.



...today’s visitors

IECZE wuton Town F.c.ELTE

Back row (I-r): Russell Perrett, Andrew Fotiadis, Adam Locke, Matthew Spring,
Emmerson Boyce, Jude Stirling, Richard Dryden, Kevin Nicholls, Stuart Fraser.
Middle row: Bruce Sewell (Sports Therapist), Mick Harford (First Team Coach),
Kent Karlsen (no longer with club), Steve Howard, Mark Ovendale, Scott Ward,
Carl Emberson, Paul Hughes, Peter Holmes, Brian Stein (Reserve Team Coach),
John Moore (Youth Team Coach).

Front row: Liam George (no longer with club), Lee Mansell, Carl Griffiths,
Marvin Johnson, Joe Kinnear (Manager), Aaron Skelton, Adrian Forbes,

Stuart Douglas, Matthew Taylor.

AT THE HELM : JOE KINNEAR
i ) Took over in February 2001 but the points §ap
he inherited was too great to make up and the
season of struggle ended with a drop into
y Division Three.
Was playing non-league football for St. Albans
City when Tottenham Hotspur spotted his
potential in 1965. Enjoyed ten of the best
vears in the club’s history, making over 280
appearances and collecting 26 Republic of
Ireland caps as well as an impressive array of
winners’ medals - FA. Cup (1 67’_) League Cu,
(1971 & 1973), and UEFA Cup (1972f
Played for Brighton Vfor our years before
moving into coachiing. Was the national team
coach in the United Arab Emirates for six
years, before taking charge of Wimbledon in
1992. The Dons did much more than just
survive in the Premiership, and the “Cra:
Gang" were still there when a heart attac
forced him to step down. After being sidelined
for 18 months, he was ready to gét involved
again when approached to take control of all
football matters at Luton.

KENILWORTH ROAD

www.thediamondsfc.com

- Sat 20 Rochdale
* Tue 23 Halifax Town

August
Sat 11 Carlisle United
Sat 18 Cheltenham Town
Tue 21 Reading (WCR1)
Sat 25 Bristol Rovers
Mon 27 Southend United

September
Sat 1 Exeter City
Sat 8 Oxford United

Sat 15 York City

Tue 18 Lincoln City

Sat 22 Torquay United
Tue 25 Leyton Orient
Sat 29 Plymouth Argyle
October

Fri 5 Darlington

Sat 13 Scunthorpe United

Sat 27 Swansea City

Tue 30 Dagenham & Redbridge (LDVR2)
November

Sat 3 Mansfield Town

Fri 9 Shrewsbury Town
Sat 17 Southend United (FACR1)
Tue 20 Hull City

Sat 24 Macclesfield Town
December

Sat 8 Hartlepool United
Sat 15 Rushden & Diamonds
Sat 22 Hartlepool United
Wed 26 Oxford United

Sat 29 Southend United
January

Tue 8 Kidderminster Harriers
Sat 12 Cheltenham Town
Sat 19 Carlisle United

Sat 26 Darlington

February

Sat 2 Plymouth Argyle

Sat 9 Rochdale

Sat 16 Scunthorpe United
Tue 19 Bristol Rovers

Sat 23 York City

Tue 26 Lincoln City

March

Sat 2 Torquay United

Tue 5 Leyton Orient

Sat 9 Rushden & Diamonds

Tue 12 Exeter City
Sat 16 Kidderminster Harriers
Sat 23 Halifax Town
Sat 30 Swansea City

April
Mon 1 Mansfield Town
Sat 6 Hull City

Sat 13 Macclesfield Town
Sat 20 Shrewsbury Town
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DAVID BAYLISS

Luton suffered
a horrendous
illness and
injury crisis in
late November
2001, and with
24 players
unavailable on
the day they
could not raise
a team to play
Kidderminster.
Joe Kinnear
had spent a
week chasing players to try to plug
the gaps without success until he
discovered to his great delight that
Rochdale were prepared to release
their longest-serving player.
Centre-half Bayliss was looking for a
new challenge, and jumped at the
chance to join the Hatters, going
straight into the squad and
impressing on his debut in a 2-1
victory at Hartlepool United. The
defender, an inch under six foot tall,
had been at Spotland since he was a
trainee, and made over 200
first-team appearances for Rochdale
before deciding not to accept a new
contract with them.

EMMERSON BOYCE

One of the many to come through
from Luton's schools and youth
development programme, the
defender was signed as a YTS boy in
the summer of 1995. Made the
breakthrough to the league squad at
the age of 19 midway through the
1999/2000 season after occasional
appearances following a debut in the
Auto Windscreens Shield in January
1999. A commanding defensive
figure, he was a regular last season,
and junior members of the Luton
Town Supporters Club voted him
their Player of the Year.

AHMET BRKOVIC

Believing a move would be good for
his career, the midfield playmaker
refused new terms at Leyton Orient
in the summer of 2001 to join Luton
on a Bosman free transfer. Orient
had signed him on a free from HNK
Dubrovnik in the autumn of 1999,

and he was a regular in their league
squad last season. Was bitterly
disappointed when Orient failed in
the play-offs to win promotion to
the Second Division, and wants to go
one better this time around.

CHRIS COYNE

Centre-half who was playing for
Perth Soccer Club when he was
selected for the Australian under-17
squad for the 1994 Youth World Cup,
and came to the notice of Harry
Redknapp, then manager of West
Ham. United. An invitation to Upton
Park for trials led to him signing for
the Hammers as a teenager, but
Premiership chances were few and
far between, and after loan spells at
Brentford and Southend United, he
moved to Dundee. Joe Kinnear had
remembered Coyne from his West
Ham days and £50,000 persuaded
Dundee to let him move to
Kenilworth Road in September 2001.

DEAN CROWE

Joe Kinnear moved swiftly to sign
Crowe on loan from Stoke City in
late September when an injury crisis
decimated the Hatters squad. The
striker made an immediate impact;
he scored on his debut at Plymouth
and before his month was up had
netted four goals in five appearances
to earn him a permanent deal.
Began his career as a YTS boy at
Stoke, but found it difficult to hold
down a regular place in their league
side after a change of management
and an influx of Scandinavian
players. Was made available by Stoke
in the summer of 2001 after loan
spells at Northampton Town and
Bury.

RICHARD DRYDEN

Vastly experienced defender who has
played at all levels of professional
football and accepted his second
Luton contract at the end of last
season. Had been recruited on a free
transfer from Southampton in
February 2001. Bristol Rovers gave
him his start in football as a trainee,
but after a handful of games he was
allowed to move on to Exeter City
for £10,000. Two years later they

cashed in as he was sold to Notts
County for £250,000, and further
hefty fees were paid as he moved on
to Birmingham City, Bristol City and
Southampton. Also spent some time
on loan at Stoke City in the
1999-2000 season when he helped
them win the Auto Windscreens
Shield at Wembley.

CARL EMBERSON

Wanting two players to compete for
the first team goalkeeper's spot, Joe
Kinnear moved swiftly in the summer
of 2001 to persuade Emberson to
choose Luton instead of Plymouth
Argyle, who were also interested
when his contract at Walsall ended.
His career began at Millwall as a
trainee, but he made his name in a
seven-year spell at Colchester United
before going to the Bescot Stadium
in the summer of 1999. Was in the
Saddlers’ squad which won
promotion to Division One, and
hopes to enjoy similar success at
Luton.

ADRIAN FORBES

After
considerable
First Division
experience,
and with an
England youth
cap to his
credit, Forbes
was a surprise
inclusion on
Norwich City's
list of players
available for
transfer in the
summer of 2001, and Joe Kinnear
paid £75,000 for a right winger to
add much-needed width to his
attacking formation. Is noted for his
ability to run at and past defenders,
either to deliver crosses from out
wide, or to cut in and have a crack at
goal. Started as a trainee with
Norwich and spent four years at
Carrow Road before moving to
Luton.
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welcometo....

....the men from luton

ANDREW FOTIADIS

A local discovery, Fotiadis chose to stay
at school to gain his A-levels before
being a full-time professional. Won
England Schools caps at under-15 and
under-18 level, and has developed a
style to delight Luton fans and worry
opposing defences. An old-fashioned
centre-forward, with good physique,
power, and concentrated
determination.

STUART FRASER

A stylish defender and former skipper
of the youth team who was given his
league debut against Carlisle United on
the final day of the 1997/98 season.
Established himself as a regular member
of the Luton squad and the Scottish
under-21 team until he suffered a
broken leg playing at Queens Park
Rangers in January 2001. Missed the
rest of the season, but made a good
recovery and was back in business when
pre-season training began six months
later.

CARL GRIFFITHS

An impressive scoring record - a goal in
every 2.5 starts for seven previous clubs
- led to Griffiths becoming a major
target last summer for Luton after
relegation from the Second Division,
and they got their man when they
signed him from Leyton Orient for a
reported £65,000. His earlier moves had
totted up to well over £1million,
starting with a £500,000 transfer from
Shrewsbury Town to Manchester City.
Began as a trainee at Gay Meadow and
set his benchmark by netting 61 goals
in 130 starts for the Shrews. Has been
knocking them in ever since for
Portsmouth, Peterborough United,
Leyton Orient, Wrexham, Port Vale and
Orient for a second time.

IAN HILLIER

No-one was more surprised than the
Welsh under-21 international himself
when he made his league debut in the
second game of this season. The day
before he was training with Spurs,
where he was captain of the reserves,
but a crop of injuries led to Joe Kinnear
taking the young right back on loan.
Settled in so quickly that he was soon
bought for a bargain £30,000 fee.
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PETER HOLMES

A product of the FA.'s School of
Excellence in the same year as Michael
Owen. Sheffield Wednesday was his
first club, but relegation from the
Premiership in May 2000 left them
desperate to cut the pay-roll and Luton
signed the midfielder for a nominal fee
a few months later. But he played in
barely a third of their Jeague and cup
games in his first season at Kenilworth
Road.

STEVE HOWARD

Joe Kinnear swooped on deadline day a
year ago to prise the tall striker away
from Northampton Town for £50,000.
The price was down to the Bosman
effect - Howard had cost the Cobblers a
then record club fee of £120,000 when
they recruited him from Hartlepool *
United two years previously. At Sixfields
his height and power as a target man,
and a scoring rate of a goal every four
games helped Northampton win
promotion to Division Two. Luton had
first-hand experience of his ability - he
scored when Northampton achieved
their first-ever league win at
Kenilworth Road in September 2000. Sik
months later he accepted terms at
Luton, with Northampton accepting a
third of their asking price for a player
who would have left for nothing soon,
afterwards under the Bosman ruling.

PAUL HUGHES

A promising career that began at
Chelsea was painfully and cruelly
interrupted after the gifted midfielder
earned the admiration of, among
others, Glenn Hoddle. Hughes worked
his way up at Stamford Bridge from
trainee to Premiership, and Joe Kinnear
was one of several managers who
marked him out as an outstanding
prospect. Learned his trade under
Hoddle's management, and gained
experience on loan to Stockport County,
Norwich City and Crewe Alexandra.
When Hoddle became manager of
Southampton he moved swiftly to
recruit Hughes, but a serious groin
injury put the midfielder out of football
for nine months. Southampton, by then
under new management, made him
available for transfer, and he joined
Luton just before this season kicked off,
marking his debut with a goal at
Carlisle a couple of days later.

MARVIN JOHNSON

The
longest-serving
player at
Kenilworth
Road, and
arguably the
most popular
member of the
staff with his
colleagues and
the fans.

.| Always
cheerful, even
I when
recovering from injury setbacks, the
defender is in his 14th season as a
first-team regular at Luton, his only
club, and skipper of the team he joined
as a schoolboy. A serious neck injury
restricted him to only 11 games in last
year's relegation battle. Is the only
member of the playing staff to have
appeared in all four divisions for the
club after making his debut against
Everton at Goodison Park in 1988.

ADAM LOCKE

Well-travelled in football terms, the
midfielder joined Luton on a free
transfer from Bristol City to add
experience to a predominantly young
squad in the summer of 1999. Began as
a YTS boy with Crystal Palace, his local
club, but could not get into the league
team at Selhurst Park, and moved on to
Southend United, Colchester United
and then Bristol City before joining
Luton.

LEE MANSELL

An injury crisis at Kenilworth Road
thrust the young midfielder into a
dramatic debut in an FA. Cup tie. Had
to make the transition straight from the
youth squad to the first team in January
2001 and was an instant success. Was
just 58 seconds into his debut against
Queens Park Rangers in a Third Round
replay when he scored his first senior
goal. Luton had looked after him since
he was an 11-year-old, and signed him
as a soccer scholar (previously the YTS
scheme) as soon as he left school. His
dramatic emergence at Loftus Road led
to him becoming a regular in the side,
and last summer he was rewarded with
a full professional contract.

ALAN NEILSON

With the club’s promotion bid going
well, Joe Kinnear felt last month was
the right time to boost his squad still

| further to increase competition for

places in the latter stages of the season,
and defender Neilson, a former Welsh

| international, was signed on a free

transfer after being released by Grimsby
Town as part of a cost-cutting exercise.
Brought with him plenty of top football
experience. His international career

| began with appearances for Wales at

youth and under-21 level, followed by
five full caps, and he enjoyed a good
career in the Premiership, with his first
club Newcastle United and then with
Southampton and Fulham.

KEVIN NICHOLLS

Tough-tackling midfielder who began
his career as a trainee at Charlton
Athletic and quickly made an impact
after skippering England youth teams
at under-18, under-19 and under-20
levels. At the time Joe Kinnear was in
charge of Wimbledon and made a note
of the young Nicholls, and just before
this season started he was surprised to
hear that he was available for transfer.
Charlton had sold him for £250,000 to
Wigan Athletic in the summer of 1999,
but the move didn’t work out and
Luton's offer of £150,000 led to him
moving to Kenilworth Road.

MARK OVENDALE

The arrival of a new board of directors
at Kenilworth Road in the summer of
2000 enabled Luton to break a mould
that had been set over the previous
three years. Then, with continuing

| financial problems, including a spell in

receivership, Luton had been great
sellers of players and very rarely buyers.
That changed when Mike
Watson-Challis became the chairman,
and made cash available to secure
goalkeeper Ovendale from
Bournemouth for £425,000. Had
previously been with Wisbech Town,
Northampton Town and Barry Town.

| RUSS PERRETT

Having helped Cardiff City win
promotion to the Second Division in
May 2001, the big central defender was
the victim of a huge recruitment drive
at Ninian Park. Club owner Sam
Hammam launched a spending spree
which included £600,000 for Spencer

Prior and Perrett knew his first-team
future at Cardiff might be limited. Joe
Kinnear, a long-standing friend of Sam
Hammam from the time when they
were at Wimbledon, persuaded him to
allow Perrett to move to Kenilworth
Road a few days before this season
began. Strong in the air, and with a
good first touch on the ground, Perrett
began with non-league Lymington
before being snapped up by
neighbouring Portsmouth in 1995. Did
well in the First Division and moved to
Cardiff four years later.

AARON SKELTON

It was a case of
going 'back
home’ when
the defender,
born a few
miles from
Luton, signed
for the Hatters
for the second
time in July
2001. Had
joined the club

| as a schoolboy,

% and worked his
way up through the ranks to be on the
fringe of the league team in 1993 when
he was 19. A serious thigh muscle injury
struck when he was poised for his
senior debut, which was delayed for 12
months as a result. And no sooner had
he made the breakthrough than an
appalling run of bad luck struck, with
back and knee ligament injuries
sidelining him for most of the next
three years. A change of club, on a free
transfer to Colchester United in the
summer of 1997, brought a
much-needed change of luck and
Skelton rapidly became a big favourite
at Layer Road. Was their Player of the
Year when his contract expired in the
summer of 2001, and although
Colchester wanted him to sign a new
deal, the invitation to move back to his
first club, on a Bosman, was too good
to turn down.

MATTHEW SPRING

A competitive midfielder who has been
at Luton since he was a schoolboy, and
was a driving force in the side which
reached the FA. Youth Cup semi-finals
in 1997. After a league debut when still
only 17, he soon became a regular in
Luton's Second Division team, and as he

came into this season he had never
been dropped. His first 100 appearances
were clocked up when he was only 20.

MATTHEW TAYLOR

When Luton were in receivership in the
summer of 1999, the club had to look
at the young talent coming up through
the ranks, and this wing-back, though
still only 17, was thrust into the league
team. With his pace and fierce shooting
ability, he settled in immediately and
has developed into a top class player, a
real crowd-please, and a respected
professional. At the end of his first
season he was named Young Player of
the Year by the Luton management and
coaching staff. Twelve months later, in
May 2001, he swept the board in the
Player of the Year votes, picking up the
prizes from players, Supporters Club,
and internet. Also netted the Goal of
the Season award.

JEAN-LOUIS VALOIS

Rarely can there have been a more
explosive league debut than the one
made by the midfielder in September
2001, a day after he joined Luton. The
left-winger had turned down the
chance to stay at Lille Olympique
Sporting Club, despite the lure of UEFA
Champions League football, because he
was desperate to play in England. Luton
were one of several clubs interested in
a man with a good reputation in French
football, and after a brief trial signed
him on a Bosman free transfer. Valois
became an instant hero at Kenilworth
Road, pulling most of the strings on his
debut as Luton hammered Torquay
United 5-1 and cracking the goal of the
game, a stunning 35-yard strike which
even the opposition fans applauded.

LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB
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Andy hitches aride after Onandi’s > Julian Alsop and Steve Book
great equaliser. %ombme to keep Diamonds at bay.

Andy Burgess whips in another
daqg_e_'rous Cross.

¢hNationwide| s,|3|
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Scott Pantridge’s view is blocked by
. Yy Michael Duff.

Garry Butterworth
just releases the ball
ahead of Tony M clear the
Naylor. @ danger.
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A Plant Persons’
Paradise

Thousands of Plants Always Available

Houseplants -
Ponds - Fish -
Pumps - Paving -
Walling - Fencing -
Furniture - Garden
Sundries

=

OPEN: Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm (Winter), 9am-6.30pm (Other
Times) Sun 10.30am-4.30pm
Please Telephone For Details Of Our Late Opening Evenings.

* PODINGTON ¢

GARDEN-CENTRE

High Street, Podington, Wellingborough, Northants
Tel: 01933 353656

www.podington.co.uk

SCORE WITH

N u TE SECURITY

SYSTEMS 1o

Quality Intruder Alarms,
CCTV, Access & Fire Systems

Expert Installation
Qutstanding Customer Care
NACOSS Approved Installer

To make an appointment
with SECURITY

33 Charter Gate
Quarry Park Close
Moulton Park
Northampton
NN3 6QB

: Tel
(01604) 648555 (3 lines)
Fax
. (01604) 670870
F Website
www.nutecsecurity.co.uk .

N
u :
L;’ e-mail

C admin@nutecsecurity.co.uk o=
INTRUDER ALARMS -

THE COUNTY'S PREMIER TEAM

d

i ADAMS TINGLE

Insurance Brokers and Independent Financial Advisers

Providing
complete insurance protection
for business in Northamptonshire

Adams Tingle
Kettering Parkway, Kettering Venture Park, Northants NN 15 6XW
Telephone 01536 486700 Fax 01536 486786

Email post@adams-tingle.co.uk

| Members of the British Insurance & Investment Brokers Association

| Adarrs Tingle (Financial Services) Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority (PIA).
| PIA does not regulate general commerdial business insurance.

In my last programme notes, | wrote
about my old Diamonds colleague
David Knighton.

Confronted with a blank piece of
paper for today’s column, | had my
memory jogged by the recent

| appearance of Ken Ambridge at the
Leyton Orient match.

It set me thinking about the rivalry
that existed between Rushden Town,

1 known as the Russians, and the

| Diamonds.

Apart from both Ken and myself firstly
being Secretary and then Chairman of
our respective clubs, we also served
together on the management of the
United Counties League for many
years.

It is true to say that in each capacity
Ken and | didn’t get on particularly
well. But times and circumstances
have changed, the years have rolled
by and now, as two old stagers, we
had a drink together and reminisced -
good pals now.

After all, there is no longer
Irthlingborough Diamonds nor Rushden
Town; just one big happy family now
but it certainly wasn’t always like
that.

Ken Ambridge was supremo at
Rushden Town from 1952-1988, 36
years' magnificent service.

During this time the Russians were
United Counties League Premier
Champions twice - 1963/64 and
1972/73 - whilst the Diamonds had
three championship triumphs in the
same period. Overall the match
results were generally fairly even.
However, the rivalry was naturally

| intense with the two clubs just three
miles apart and separated by the
River Nene.

The Russians were formed way back in
1889, but the Diamonds, although
starting life as a youth team in 1946,
did not play in any form of men’s
soccer until the mid-fifties.

It was in the 1930s that Rushden Town
were almost invincible. They played
in the Northants League and between
1931 and 1939 they won the league
championship on five occasions with

two runners-up spots for good
measure.

It was not until the sixties that the
Diamonds eventually caught up with
their neighbours in league status and
from that moment on, it was ‘let
battle commence’. -

While the Russians played at Hayden
Road, a ground with a sizeable
wooden stand, covered terracing and
TURNSTILES, the Diamonds played
initially on the Rec at Manton Road
with no cover whatsoever.

So it’s easy to see why Rushden Town
were antagonistic to the upwardly
mobile wannabees.

All that changed in 1969 when the
original Nene Park land was purchased
by the Diamonds and the status quo
was established.

Even so, the Russians were generally
accepted as being the senior club,
and understandably so.

In 1978 | was determined to put one
over my old adversary Ken and we
rushed through the erection of
FLOODLIGHTS before he knew what
had happened. Ken hit back six
months later when the Hayden Road
club also had lights. Neither club
could outdo the other.

Two of the better known players with
strong associations with both clubs
were Peter DeBanke and Chris Smith.
Peter was one of the original young
Diamonds who then spent around 15
years as a Rushden Town player
before returning to help establish
Nene Park.

Chris was a Diamonds player for three
seasons in the latest sixties as a
goalscoring midfielder.

Having joined the Russians, he
played mainly as a striker
scoring a hatful of goals
before he was lured back to
Nene Park. In one season he
scored 41 goals despite missing
several games due to injury.
He later became manager and
is now a director at R&DFC.

As you would expect quite a
few players locally have
turned out for both clubs but

never more so than in the 1980/81
Russians side. | recently looked at the
photograph hanging in the Ken
Ambridge Suite of this particular
team, and incredibly NINE players had
also played for the Diamonds.

Dave Botterell, Mick Pearson and
Peter Robinson all later switched to
Nene Park but only for a short period.
However, goalkeeper Simon Payne,
Paul Spick, Bob Buckby, Mick Walpole
and Neil Redding had all been an
important part of previous Diamonds
sides over a period of years.

The other player was Steve Rutter
who was a Diamonds youth player
before his conversion to the Russians.
Steve is now an F.A. coach and has
been in charge of England’s under-16s
for sometime now.

So although there was a great rivalry
between the clubs there nevertheless
was a close connection.

As with so much in life, that is all now
in the past. But as for guys like Ken
Ambridge, their legacy remains at
RE&DFC forever, and so it should.
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The latest Sportsmans’ Dinner to be hosted at Nene Park brought Coventry City assistant manager Jim Smith - known
throughout the game as The Bald Eagle - to Northamptonshire a couple of weeks ago.

With one of the biggest contact books in the game, Jim shared many of his career memories with the audience, a career
which started with Boston United before further playing spells at Sheffield United, Halifax Town, Lincoln City and
Portsmouth. A long and distinguished management career has seen him give service to Colchester United, Blackburn
Rovers, Birmingham City, Oxford United, Queens Park Rangers, Newcastle United, Portsmouth and Derby County before
his move to Highfield Road. His achievements include a Third Division title with Oxford, promotions with Colchester,
Birmingham and Derby (the latter into the Premier League), a League Cup final appearance with QPR and taking
Portsmouth to an F.A. Cup semi-final.

Speaking to Radio Diamonds after the event, Jim admitted that he’s not as much a regular on the after-dinner circuit as
some of his contemporaries.

“I don’t do a lot to be honest, maybe three or four a year,” he said, “but
one of the reasons | came down to Rushden was the parallel with
Boston United, and | always appreciate and help ambitious small clubs
where possible.”

Boston and Dagenham now find themselves involved in the same
Conference title dogfight that Diamonds and Yeovil were engaged in
last season, yet had the standard of their York Street ground met the
approval of Football League inspectors, Boston may well have become a
league club as long ago as 1977 when they won the Northern Premier
League. However, it was runners-up Wigan Athletic who were elected in
the Pilgrims’ place, and now Jim’s hoping it will be second time lucky.

Alastair Wathey is suitably amused!

“They've tended to lose the important games at home this season, but fingers crossed they can follow yourselves into the
league. When | was there the system was that you had to be voted in above the league clubs and that was virtually
impossible, but they were great days which really set me on my way and ones | appreciate.”

Jim has nothing but admiration for what Diamonds have achieved in a relatively short space of time, and describes the time
which Max Griggs has given Brian Talbot as “very rare and very admirable”, and this from a man who’s worked for more
than one or two chairmen in his time!

“I think it's been a fantastic achievement. | brought Derby down here one pre-season and the stadium is absolutely
magnificent, so credit to everybody and Brian has been grafting away with tremendous support from his chairman. They’ve
been very patient and he’s now got into the league, and I'm delighted to say that they’re doing extremely well this year
with a great opportunity to progress into the Second Division.”

A face at Nene Park which is a familiar one to Jim is that of Paul Hall. Paul signed for Jim’s Portsmouth side in 1993 and
spent six years at Fratton Park before moving on to Coventry City.

“Paul was a young boy who was very quick, as I’'m sure he is now, and always managed to

Over 90% of testicular cancers can be cured when Catht at an early Stage' get a few goals. He was a player who | thought could have a good career and I'm sure he’s
So check yourself today or contact your GP. doing well for Rushden and is a threat with his pace and eye for a goal.”
For more information call 0800 731 9468 or 0870 160 2040. When Jim’s time at Derby came to an end, it would have been easy for him to have decided
that enough was enough. But the football bug is a difficult one to get rid of.
The F.A. and P.F.A. thank yOU for your Support. “Absolutely, and with Sir Alex, Graham Taylor and Bobby Robson it's been proved again,

and you wonder if they’ll ever pack it in. It’s something that all football people have got,
even those who support clubs rather than work for them.”

In association with:

Keep your eye D

on the ball: DADS A THE NEXT SPORTSMANS DINNER WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 9th MAY 2002
e\/er LJI | Ion & LADS WHEN THE GUEST SPEAKER WILL BE BRIGHTON MANAGER PETER TAYLOR.
4 : TICKETS ARE PRICED £40 (including a 3-course dinner) AND FURTHER INFORMATION .
THE FooTBALL i s Sl CAN BE OBTAINED BY CONTACTING ALASTAIR WATHEY ON 01933 650345. “...and then there was the

time..."”




Project Managers, Consulting Civil and Structural Engineers
to R.Griggs Group Ltd. for the development of Nene Park
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To watch these games call 0808 100 0101 ”
Deportivo La Coruia Middlesborough v Liverpool L _L \/
Tuesday 12 March, ITV Sport Channel Saturday 16 March, Sky Sports 1
Barcelona v Liverpool Burnley v Preston North End DIGITAL
Wednesday 13 March, ITV Sport Channel Sunday 17 March, ITV Sport Channel SR d R
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It may be over six years since
Diamonds coach Terry Westley
left Luton Town, but he’s the
first to admit that this
afternoon’s game will have an
extra edge to it.

“No question. It’s time we beat
them,” he states. "We’ve
played well twice against them
and got nothing. In the F.A. Cup
last season they beat us and
that was a big disappointment,
and we did well in the second
half in the league game earlier
this season and maybe should
have come away with
something. So today | want to
win the game. We’re right in
the shake-up, my young lad’s
the mascot, my family are here
and it would be nice to turn
them over.

"My cousins always come to one
game a season, but the whole
family are coming to this one
and we’ll have something to eat
and make a nice day of it. So
there is an added edge to it but
it’s got past the stage where |
look for their results and worry
about how they’re doing. | was
backing them to go straight
back up especially when Joe
[Kinnear] and Mick [Harford]
went there. When the chairman
Mr Watson-Challis took over he
said he was prepared to put
some money in, and they
haven’t really been outside the
top three all season.”

Terry’s initial move to
Kenilworth Road as youth team
coach came as a big surprise to
him.

"l was at Ipswich as a young
coach working with the likes of
Kieron Dyer, James Scowcroft,
Richard Naylor, Richard Wright
and Matthew Upson who were
14 or 15 at that stage. | worked
with that group for about three
years and | like to think | had
gained quite a good reputation,
and then | had a phone call out
of the blue from David Pleat. |
had never met him but he had
just gone back to Luton for his
second spell and he was looking
for someone to take over the
youth department. He asked if |
fancied a change. So rather
than working at the School of
Excellence level he wanted me
to work with the youth team
players at the age of 20 and
below, and be in charge of any
coaches | wanted to bring into
the club. So | met David and |
fancied working for him as soon
as | met him. He had a huge
presence with an enthusiasm
and knowledge of the game,
and | felt | could learn from
being with him.

"None of my family had ever
left the area, it was unheard of,
and Brian [Talbot] says that he
had to get away to bigger
surroundings, so it was like that
for me. As a coach | wanted to
test myself and become more
knowledgeable, and | felt David
and Luton was the right step to
take. It was only an hour and a
half down the road, and
definitely a change of career.”
If the first move to Luton had
been a surprise, the next step

in Terry’s career was equally as |
unexpected, but Pleat had

given him an early taste of
management.

"Towards the end of the last
season David was there
[1994/95], he started to mix
training up a little bit and put
the first-team players with
myself. With about five games
to go, he was going off on a
scouting trip one Saturday, and
said to me in the Friday staff
meeting: "you’ll be taking the
team tomorrow” which was met
with gasps from everyone! He
told me to do things the way |
would with the youth team and
that was the first sign he was
going to make some changes the
following season. Little did we
know how big a change it was
going to be in the end because
he was going to leave for .
Sheffield Wednesday.”

continued on page 28
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continued from page 27

“But it gave me a taste of
sitting in the first-team dug-out
totally in charge of things. We
won the game but played very
poorly. | can always remember
thinking that if it had been a
youth team match | would have
been so disappointed because
we hadn’t played yvery well, but
at first-team level everyone
was happy because we had
won. And | thought that was the
end of it. | came in on the
Monday and was back with the
youth team. i
But in the summer David got
the Sheffield Wednesday job
and there were rumours that |
could have gone with him. But |
was doing fine and didn’t apply
for the manager’s job, unlike a
lot of people inside the club
who did. But again out of the
blue, the chairman David Kohler
saw me in one of the corridors

" and told me that the board

wanted to talk to me. It wasn’t
an interview, just a chat at ten
o’clock the following Monday.

. The local paper had been

talking about Brian Horton,
Mick Harford or David Preece
getting the job, but then my
name was circulated a little bit

' more with a rumour that | was

going to be offered the job on
the Monday. The odds were
about 20-1 so | thought about a
quick wager to make a bit of
money!

“So | went in on the Monday
and the conversation started off
‘we’re going to give you the
job, what do you think of that?’
That was it! | could easily have
said no, but my ego was telling

me that | was the one who
could turn the club around. And
there was the excitement of
being a First Division manager,
a chance | might never get
again, so it didn’t take much
thinking when it really should
have done. “Looking back now,
| should have gone away and
given it some thought. The
decision was made too quickly
but only now, having done the
job, do | realise in hindsight
that it was the wrong thing to
do. It’s a very hard job being a
football manager. People don’t
understand that it’s a massive
job dealing with the players,
press and the day-to-day
running of things. The easiest
part of the job is being out on
the grass and working with the
players. | had no problem with
any of my players in training.
What | did get was the
chairman wanting to sell a
player, not having the money to
bring someone else in and we
were a struggling team. John
Hartson had already left, we
lost Paul Telfer and David
Preece, and we didn’t have
enough goals. So it was a
difficult season against good
teams desperately trying to get
in the Premiership.”

Terry’s brief period at the helm
ended just before Christmas
1995, and the appointment of
Lennie Lawrence couldn’t save
the Hatters from the drop into
the Second Division or a further
relegation a couple of years
later.

Terry has stayed in constant
touch with one of the young
players he brought through at

Luton - Arsenal’s Matthew
Upson.

"Way back | was asked to
become manager of Diss Town,
and Matthew’s father was the
club secretary. At that time |
was only 21 or 22, so in terms
of management and coaching it

| was ridiculously young, but it

was the field | knew | was going
to take. The playing side had
gone, | wasn’t of the higher
standard to become a player. |
could have tried it at other
clubs after | left Ipswich as an
18-year-old but that wasn’t
what | wanted to do and |
quickly found myself on the
coaching side. So | became a
student of the game which is
becoming more and more
popular with the likes of
Wenger, Eriksson and Houllier.
Not world class players but they
have studied the game and are
now putting their stamp on the
game very successfully.

"When | went to Diss Matthew
was 7 or 8, and he was always
coming over to the club to
watch a game or join in
Saturday morning training. Two
years later | had gone to
Ipswich on a part-time basis so |
took him along with me to train
a couple of days a week. So |
took him under my wing, and
now Matthew’s parents are
godparents to my son, so as
families we are very close and
always have been. But he never
signed for Ipswich, unlike now
when you tie boys to a contract
at 14 or 15. So when | went to
Luton he felt that the best way
to move forward was to go with
me.

“Now | take an interest and try
to influence him in different
ways. Young players these days
can earn vast sums of money
and it’s important how they
invest it and the sort of person
they are off the pitch. He’s a
terrific lad on and off the pitch.
He’s tough on it, will boot you
if he has to, has outstanding
pace and it does give me a
sense of pride when | see him
playing against the likes of
Michael Owen and Emile
Heskey. | can remember him
when he was a young boy and
now he’s playing against the
best players in the world. It
makes me feel old as well!

*His behaviour off the pitch is
impeccable and | think that’s
important, and his family
should take great credit for
that as well.”

Given his previous experience,
Terry, who joined Brian Talbot’s
staff at Nene Park in December
1998, has no real urge to return
to the manager’s lifestyle,
although he isn’t completely
closing the door on the idea.
"My forte is coaching. | think
I’'m best when given time on
the grass trying to improve
players and solving problems. |
love to do that. But if the
scenario changes in the long
term, and | do mean long term,
then you can never say never
because you don’t know what’s
going to happen in the future. |
But | haven’t given that any |
thought nor do | have any

burning desire to be a club

manager again.”

L

Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute)
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11.4352N EVERY SUNDAY

with 1TV bigital, 3rd pivision fans
can see highlights of their tear fror
Saturday’s gare on the ITV Sport channel.

Subscribe To ITV pigital and the
ITV Sport channel today and you'll also get
all of the seasons’ remaining FA Barclaycard
Preniership pay-per-view natches.

call

quoting "SPE’ and you could ke watching tororrow

Titv
DIGITAL
with the 1TV Sport channel, Sky Sports 1,2 & 3,
ITV pigital is the new hore of foothall.

Subject to coverage, status and terms.

Offer ends 30th April 2002 and you must subscribe to the ITV Sport Channel
until the end of the season to take up the offer.

Premier League pay-per-view matches are available individually.

professional playing staff - 01/02

GOALKEEPERS
DOWELL, Adam
PENNOCK, Tony
TURLEY, Billy

DEFENDERS
DEMPSTER, John
GRAY, Stuart
HUNTER, Barry
MUSTAFA, Tarkan
PETERS, Mark
SAMBROOK, Andrew
SETCHELL, Gary
SOLKHON, Brett
TALBOT, Daniel
TILLSON, Andy
UNDERWOOD, Paul
WARBURTON, Ray

MIDFIELDERS

BELL, David

BRADY, Jon

BURGESS, Andy
BUTTERWORTH, Garry
HALL, Paul

HANLON, Ritchie
McELHATTON, Michael
MILLS, Gary

FORWARDS
DARBY, Duane
DUFFY, Robert
LOWE, Onandi
PARTRIDGE, Scott

Birthplace

Gateshead
Swansea
Wolverhampton

Kettering
Harrogate
Coleraine
Islington
St. Asaph
Chatham
Kings Lynn
Canvey Island
Enfield
Huntingdon
Wimbledon
Rotherham

Kettering

Newcastle, Australia
Bedford
Peterborough
Manchester

Kenton

Killarney, Eire
Sheppey

Birmingham
Swansea

Kingston, Jamaica
Leicester

Birthdate Height

06.12.82
10.04.71
15.0703

01.04.83
18:12.73
18.11.68
28.08.73
06.07.72
13.07.79
08.05.75
12.09.82
30.01.84
30.06.66
16.08.73
07.10.67

21.01.84
14.01.75
10.08.81
08.06.69
03.07.72
25.05.78
16.04.75
20.05.81

17.10.73
02.12.82
02.12.74
13.10.74

6’ 1!!
6! 1)!
6’ 3

6’ 0"
5" 10"
6" 4"
R i
6’ 0”
S
6’ 0"
§ 11
5" 9"
42"
5 1%
6’ 0”

5" 10"
5 8"
6" 2"
5’ 10”
5 8"
6" 1”
S
b9

5 1§
6 1”
5righ
5 9

Weight

12st 10lb
12st 10lb
15st 6lb

11st 6lb
13st 5lb
12st
11st 11lb
13st 3lb
11st 8lb
13st 6lb
12st 3lb
10st 7lb
13st 5lb
12st 8lb
13st 3lb

11st 6lb
11st 1lb
11st 11lb
11st 13lb
10st 2lb
12st 13lb
13st 3lb
11st 4lb

14st

12st 1lb
14st 7lb
11st 2lb

Previous Club

Sunderland
Yeovil Town
Northampton Town

Trainee
Reading
Reading
Kingstonian
Mansfield Town
Gillingham
Kettering Town
Arsenal
Arsenal
Walsall

Enfield
Northampton Town

Trainee

Hayes

Luton Town

Dagenham & Redbridge
Walsall

Peterborough United
Scarborough
Northampton Town

Notts County
Swansea City
Kansas City Wizards
Brentford

All details correct as at 6th March 2002.
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Get this great Sports Tee free’
with every order placed for
Nationwide/Umbro branded
England clothing or England
Home and Away shirt.

This 100% Cotton Navy Tee features the England Crest
d Nationwide logo and is absolutely free with all

20. The Modernisation of Programmes in the 1970s

The post 1966 World Cup boom beginning to fade,

s football entered the 1970’s realising that modern
marketing and commercial techniques would have to be
applied to the sport to enable it to compete with the
growing number of alternative pastimes and leisure
pursuits. This brought about a radical transformation in
the role and format of matchday programmes,
coincidental with the first sponsored football
tournaments.

ubject to avaitability, siz

: as opposed to sponsors attaching their names to
established tournaments - and so was born the Watney
Cup in England, and shortly afterwards the Dryborough
Cup in Scotland. To link the countries, and Northern and
Southern Ireland, the Texaco Cup was established.

~ Suddenly, more and different programmes were being
made available for collectors. European ties had been
added to the normal domestic staple diet in the 15 years
~ since 1955, and now came additional tournaments and
inter-country fixtures such as Wolves v Derry City, Airdrie
v Ballymena United, Motherwell v Spurs and St Johnstone
v Ipswich.

Nali&‘snwlde
R —

The brewers Watney broke new ground with programmes
for their pre-season tournaments, which were in stylised

of outer pages for their tournament programmes,
although the host club was left to its own devices with
regard to internal pages.

o
Nationwide

FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES DOWN THE YEARS
A series of articles by the Editor of PROGRAMME MONTHLY & FOOTBALL COLLECTABLE magazine
describing how programmes have changed over a century and a quarter of Association Football. |

Initially, these took the form of brand new competitions -

: form and published on behalf of the sponsors, rather than
& the home club. Similarly, Texaco provided a common style

One or two clubs, perhaps slightly pretentiously, began to |
call their programmes “matchday magazines”, and they 1
were certainly increasing in size - and cover price. Gloss
paper became widespread; print techniques improved

with the move away from letterpress to litho, and so
photographs became a better and more prominent

feature. Colour began to creep in, spreading from the

First Division down through the leagues as the decade
progressed.

Coventry City, programme pioneers in the 1960s,
continued to explore new avenues in the 1970’s. They
took the “magazine” concept quite literally by producing
a very large page-size programme, even bigger than
today’s brochure sized cup final issues, which featured |
“lifestyle” articles, loosely related to football, to |
complement the standard contents. An example of this |
was the back page, full colour photograph of a “glamour
girl”, posing chastely. It is interesting to note that few, if
any, clubs followed this “laddish” route, and certainly not
in the last couple of decades.

To modern eyes, 1970’s programmes look brief and
inadequate, but contrast them to the issues of the
previous decade, and you will see that clubs were
beginning to pay more than lip service to modern
presentation and marketing techniques.

* “"Programme Monthly & Football Collectable” contains
up to 150 pages each month on all aspects of programme
collecting. The current edition is available priced £2.30
(inclusive of postage) from 46 Milton Road, Kirkcaldy,
Fife, KY1 1TL or send 9 x 1st class stamps.
www.pmfc.co.uk

I NEW Away Short Sleeve Shirt (Reversible)
55% Nylan 45% Polyester
Code: 0302698 Size: 122,134,146158  £29.99
Code: 030289 Size: S M.L XL XXL  £39.99

[ Official Away Shorts
100% Palyester
Code: 0302908 Size: 122.134.146.158  £16.99
Code: 030290Y Size: 164 £16.99
Code: 030290 Size: S, M, L XL.XKL  £19.99

B Official Away Socks
100% Nylon
Code: 0302918 Size: B, LB

I Mesh Training Jersey
100% Nylon :
Code; 0302028 Size1% 146,158 £19.99
Code: 030232 Size: 164 82199
Code: 030232 Size: §. M. L XL XKL £24.99

Bl Jersey Tee
100% Cotton

Code: 0302408 Size: 134,148,158 £1299
Code: 030240Y Size: 164 £15.99
Code: 030240 Size: S, M, L XL XKL  £17.99

!-l-ﬁnuu-gma

Il Woven Short

100% Palyester

Code: 0302708 Size:134,148,158 £14.99
799 Code: 030270 Size: 184 £17.99
Code: 030270 Size: S, M, L, XL. XKL £19.9¢

I8 Sleeveless Tee
100% Catton N o
Code: 0302368 Siza: 134,166,158 €149

Code: 030238Y Size: 164 £17.99 ALLS ML SRSRR AR ma é%

Code: 030291  Size: M @09 Code: 030238 Size: §, M.L XL, XAL  £19.99 i | BE

Call 0870 162 0202, Monday - Sunday 8am - 6pm for your copy
of our latest catalogue or visit www.england-direct.com

www. england-direct.com is the official EA. online store

Season 1977-8
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Irthlingborough Diamonds Football Chub

IRTHLINGBOROUGH
DIAMONDS,

FOOTBALL CLUB

‘Nene Park’

Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute)
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ﬂﬂe FA.Cup .
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4 oo 12th i
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Used 38 74
The local people you can trust B \= "
: Wins “
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5 Harford12  Gray19 Dixon9  Marshall1l Gntchv/Mrshll9 Thorpe28  Thorpe’d  Douglas9 Georgeld  George7
™ o711 8213 7,878 7,350 7,223 6,294 5879 5527 5658 5,754
To watch these games call 0808 100 0101 -
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01536 410421

PLEASE PRESENT THIS LEAFLET WHEN BOOKING INYOUR CAR
Open: Monday to Friday: 8am to 5.30pm Saturday: 8.30am to 4.30pm

Arsenal v Deportivo La Corufia Middlesborough v Liverpool
Tuesday 12 March, ITV Sport Channel Saturday 16 March, Sky Sports 1 D I G I TA L
Barcelona v Liverpool Burnley v Preston North End

Wednesday 13 March, ITV Sport Channel Sunday 17 March, ITV Sport Channel 3 ]




Gournlay
Fisher (11) McCluckie Taylor
Walker
Taylor
Walker
Walker (1)
Venezi (11
Hunn (3)
Jenkins
Fisher

Jenkins (10) 1 Fisher

Mitchinson Jenkins
Ablett (9) Fisher (11) Mitchinson (10

Taylor (11) Ward (3)

Campbell (11) Walker

McCluckie Thompson (18)Webb (10)

McCluckie Higby (1)
McCluckie = Stanton

Fisher (11) Higby

Bell jnr
Walker
Webb
Higby
Taylér
Ablett

McCluckie (3)Harvey (7) Boyd

Fisher (3) Storey J. (10)Taylor
White
Fisher
McCluckie Fisher
Storey J.
Webb
McCluckie Stanton
Taylor

Jenkins (9) Ablett (7)
Roberts (10) Taylor (4)
Taylor (8) Ablett

Ablett
Taylor

Taylor (2) Di Fante
Mitchinson (2) Ablett

Mitchinson Storey J.

Gatti (7)

Wright (9) Price
Fisher

Bell jnr
Storey J.
Price (7)
White (9)
Taylor
White
Fisher
Tedder
Gordon

Mitchinson (5) Ablett (2) McClckie

Substitutes
Tedder (2)

Bell jnr (7)
Bell jnr
Tedder
Ablett

i

Bell jnr Fisher (11)

Bell jnr Mitchinson

Brendling Storey O. Bell jnr Gatti

White

Bell jnr Gordon (2)
Bell jnr Tedder (5)
Bell jnr Wright (7)
Bell jnr Tedder (9)
Bell jnr Gordon

Peck
Fisher

Peck

Brendling Bell jnr Tedder (2)

Duffy 1 Brendling Bell jnr Gordon

Duffy

Di Fante 1 Bell jnr Fisher (10)

Harvey

Rowe

Storey Di-Fante Campbell Fisher

Brendling Rowlett Bell jnr Tedder (10)
Duffy 1. Brendling 1 Bell jnr Tedder (2)

Storey J. 3 Rowlett 1Bell jnr Tedder (6)

Storey J. Jenkins

Duffy 1 Brendling 1 Talbot
Hebditch Catchpole Fisher

Duffy 1 Xiourouppa Fisher

Duffy 2 Ablett
Duffy 1 Rowlett
Storey 0. Rowlett
Jenkins 2 Rowlett
Rowlett Bell

Duffy 1 Frendo
Duffy 1 Frendo

Duffy
Duffy

1

Adams 1 Freeman Jenkins 1 Ven
1

Bell
Bell
Bell
Ablett Bell
Bell

ey
Storey Bel
Storey Bel
Storey Bell
Storey 1 Bell

Storey Bel

Freeman Bell

Rowlett Bell 1
Rowlett Bell
Ablett Bell
Ablett Bell
Ablett Bell
Ablett Bell
Pilgrim Bell
Ablett Adams

Rowlett Bell

Ablett
Gatti
Ablett
Taylor
Stor

Dempster
Dempster
Dempster
Dempster
Dempster
Dempster
Dempster
-Dempster
Dempster
Dempster
Dempster

Solkhon 2 Dempster
Mitchinson Dempster

Solkhon
Solkhon Mitchinson Dempster
Solkhon

Mitchinson Dempster 1 Rowlett Bell
Gordon

Solkhon 1 Dempster

Mitchinson Gordon
Solkhon 1 Dempster

Mitchinson Gordon
Solkhon 1 Dempster

Gordon
Solkhon
Solkhon
Solkhon
Solkhon

Adams 1 Solkhon

Adams

Solkhon Mitchinson Dempster
Solkhon

Bell jnr Mitchinson Tedder 1

Price
Price
Solkhon Tedder
Adams
Adams
Adams
Talbot
Bell 1
Adams
Adams
Adams
Adams
Adams

Talbot

McCluckie Price
Gordon McCluckie Price
Gordon Talbot

Ablett McCluckie Talbot
Austin

Gordon Talbot
Gordon Talbot
Gordon Talbot
Ablett Talbot

Gordon Talbot
Gordon Talbot
Gordon Talbot
Stanton Austin
Gordon Talbot
Gordon Austin
Gordon Talbot
Gordon Talbot
Tedder Talbot
Tedder Talbot

Football League Youth Alliance (South Central Conference) - Fixtures: 2001/2002
Ablett
Ablett

Daniels Tedder Ward

Starting line-up

Davies
Davies
Davies
Brinias
Higby
1-3 Higby
0-3 Higby
Dowell
1-4+ Neale

Davies
1-3 Daniels Tedder

2-1
2-1
1-1
1-1

2-4 ThorntonStanton McCluckie Adams

2-2 Davies
0-2 Davies
0-2 Dowell
0-3 Higby

4-2 Dowell
2-0 Dowell
2-0 Dowell
2-4 Dowell

2-1
4-1
21
3-1

West Bromwich Albion
8 Northampton Town (YAC)

15 Walsall
Home games in bold; * After extra time; Lost 5-4 on pens; + own goal; MD - Merit Division

30 Hednesford Town (MYC R2r)1-1* Higby

11 Hednesford Town (MYC R2)

20 Notts County
13 Wycombe Wanderers (MD)

20 Bristol Rovers (MD)
27 Northampton Town (MD)

22 Kidderminster Harriers
3 Cambridge United (YAC)

18 Northampton Town

6 Peterborough United
24 Stoke City (FAYC R1)
17 Walsall

15 Peterborough United
16 West Bromwich Albion
23 Kidderminster Harriers
March

13 Plymouth Argyle (MD)
23 Luton Town (MD)

30 Cardiff City (MD)

25 Luton Town
8 Cambridge United

August
September
October
November
December
January

12 Notts County
February

2 Northampton Town
6 Cambridge United
9 Luton Town

2 Portsmouth (MD)

9 Leyton Orient (MD
April

1

As | said in my
notes on
Tuesday, the
Merit Division
matches are
going to
present us with
a new
challenge, but
| made it clear
to the players
before the first
game against Portsmouth last Saturday
that they mustn’t treat it as an easy
ride through to the end of the season.
| want to win this league and there’s
still a lot to learn from these games.
The lads demonstrated a tremendous
team spirit to earn a 3-1 win on a
heavy pitch against a very physical
Pompey side.

Wherever possible, | encourage my
teams to pass the ball and build-up
through the midfield, but occasionally
the old phrase ‘horses for courses’
kicks in and this was one of those days.
| don’t advocate the long-ball game
but sometimes you have to put your
foot through it when conditions aren’t
conducive to passing.

And the lads took me at my word and
turned in a very disciplined
performance against a team who |
thought were over-physical.

You don’t mind coming up against a
team who play hard but fair, that’s all
part of the learning process for the
team, but there were tackles going in
on Saturday that bordered on
career-threatening.

| had a word
with the
referee
afterwards
because when
you’re dealing
| with young
playing careers
tackles like
that should be
nipped in the
bud early on.

Robert Duffy - on the
scoresheet against Pompey.

I never like to see players sent off
unnecessarily but a word with their
manager to suggest taking off a couple
of his lads for their own good might
have been wise.
Credit to our players for not allowing
themselves to be dragged down to that
level. It was a very encouraging
afternoon with a number of good
individual performances.
The goals came from Brett Solkhon,
Owen Storey and Robert Duffy,
although Brett is still trying to claim
Robert’s goal for himself. He reckons
Robert didn’t get a touch on it so I'll
let them fight that one out!
I’ve felt a bit sorry (well, as sorry as a
coach can feel!) for Robert in recent
weeks. He hasn’t had a regular strike
partner since Luke Rowlett moved to
Tamworth and although I'm doing my
utmost to find him one, no-one has yet
come up to the required standard.
The goals from Robert and Brett were
particularly pleasing because both have
had little niggles recently, but they
came through the game unscathed.
There’s encouraging news of Daniel
Talbot as well. He saw a specialist at
the end of last week and hopefully a
few days’ swimming should have made
him available to me for this morning’s
game against Leyton Orient.
Next week sees us make the long trip
to Plymouth and we have moved the
game forward to Wednesday afternoon.
Another fixture alteration is that the
final Merit Division game against
Northampton Town on 27th April will
now be played at our training ground.
We were originally due to play that
game away from home but
Northampton requested the switch.
After the league game against them at
Moulton Agricultural College, when the
teams faced a howling gale, we were
only too pleased to agree to the
request.
So, after this morning’s game, we have
four more home games this season and
| know that the lads would appreciate
any support you can give them. The

game with Luton is the same day as the
first-team are at home to Shrewsbury,
so why not make the 23rd a
double-header of football?!

Football League Youth Alliance|

(South Central Conference) |
Fixtures - 2001/2002
August
18 Northampton Town e 21
25 Luton Town A 21
September

1 West Bromwich Albion H 22
8 Northampton Town (YAC) H  2-1
15 Walsall H 4-1
22 Kidderminster Harriers H 0-2

October

6 Peterborough United H 1-1
11 Hednesford Town (MYCR2) A  1-1
20 Notts County A3
24 Stoke City (FAYC R1) H 0-3
30 Hednesford Town (M\YCR2Zr) H  1-1
(after extra-time, lost 5-4 on pens)

November
3 Cambridge United (YAC) A 2-4
17 Walsall A 02

December
8 Cambridge United A
15 Peterborough United A

January
12 Notts County

e

2-0

February

2 Northampton Town

6 Cambridge United

9 Luton Town

16 West Bromwich Albion
23 Kidderminster Harriers

March

2 Portsmouth (MD)

9 Leyton Orient (MD)

13 Plymouth Argyle (MD-2.00pm)
23 Luton Town (MD)

30 Cardiff City (MD)

20
2-4
2-1
1-4
1.3

>>TIT>

3-1

o ol ot~ e i

April

13 Wycombe Wanderers (MD) A
20 Bristol Rovers (MD) H
27 Northampton Town (MD) H

All games kick off at 11.00am, except
where stated.

All home games to be played on Pitch 2.
MD - Merit Division.

Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute) ‘
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On Site
Services
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Tel: (01480) 861010 email: sales@eacs.co.uk
EACS Ltd. Kimbolton, Cambs. www.eacs.co.uk

HP Office Centre

| ety

Microsoft

et s’ncker
S get spoﬂed
gew‘ stuff
win prizes
or tickets
to the next

home game

ﬁéecrs@il‘neguv\eors}np...

get your <
.listen in, & call us after the game to win 01604 795656

Sarah Woolliscroft
Girls & Ladies
Development Officer

Clive Black
Milton Keynes

Gregg Broughton
Community Officer
Officer Development Officer

Andrea Hudson Colin Jenkinson
Community Administrator Bedford Development

Rushden & Diamonds vs Luton Town. The first match | looked for when the fixtures were released back in June. When
| began working here at Nene Park | couldn’t imagine this fixture occurring as soon as it has. The Diamonds were
seven points adrift of Yeovil, and the Hatters, under the new management of Joe Kinnear, looked as though they

would survive the relegation battle in the Second Division. My delight at seeing Brian Talbot and his players lift the
Conference trophy three months later was tarnished by seeing Luton fall to their lowest point since I've been
supporting them. Here we are nine months further down the line, and for the first time in my life | will be
hoping that Luton Town lose a game.

The amount of grief that | will receive by saying that from my friends and family will be enormous, but it is a genuine
feeling. Ever since my first ever match in 1986, when the Hatters lost 1-0 to Everton on a cold November afternoon,
supporting Luton has been a roller-coaster of emotions. The high points include winning 3-2 at Derby County on the
last day of the season to stay in the top division, Scotty Oakes scoring a hat-trick to beat West Ham in the EA. Cup
Quarter Final, and obviously beating Arsenal to lift the League Cup......and pretty much anything involving Luton
legend Micky Harford. Such highs still outweigh seeing Luton freefall through the football league, and almost
compensate for the 4-0 defeat to Watford in 1998.

Since beginning at Nene Park, | have been able to look at every aspect of the club from a neutral point of view. I've
seen how much hard work Brian, Terry, Simon and Mark put into making sure the team performs on a Saturday. I've
seen how hard the players train throughout the cold, wet winter months and how much they want to win. I've seen

how keen the Board is for the football club to flourish. I've seen how everybody behind the scenes, from Paul the

Groundsman to Nikki and Alison in the Ticket Office, work for the success of the team. And most importantly I've

seen how much winning means to the Diamonds fans that | sit amongst every Saturday.

This enthusiasm from all parties begins to wear off on you after a while! When the teams met back in December | was
fully behind the Hatters and was delighted with the 1-0 victory. Things are different now though, BF) has led his team
into the holy land of automatic promotion, and they’ll achieve promotion whatever the result this afternoon. With a
bit of luck they could go straight through the Second Division as well. However, it would be absolutely fantastic if the
Diamonds could sneak into the top seven as well. The players, management and staff deserve it, and this afternoon’s
result is an important step towards that. Therefore this afternoon, for the first (and hopefully only) time, | hope Luton
have an off day.

I'would also like to welcome our guests from Dovery Down School in Leighton Buzzard, as well as Oakley and Brickhill
Junior Football Clubs in Bedford. A final mention to some of our coaches who have done a tremendous job this
season spreading the word of Rushden & Diamonds: Dave Randall, Terry Nicholls, Kobie Dee, Gayle Vowels, Henry
Smith, Natasha Folwell and Charlene Ward.

Best wishes
GREGG BROUGHTON, COMMUNITY OFFICER
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CENTRE

FORTHCOMING
EVENTS IN

BISTRO

Excellent food and fine wines served
with a flavour of the Medierranean

NEXT THEME EVENINGS

THURSDAY 14h HARCH 2002 -
[RISH EVENING with Mark Hutchinson duo - £24.50

SPORTSMANS DINNER
Thursday 9th May 2002

With Special Guest Speaker PETER TAYLOR
THURSUAY 18h RPAL 2002 -
SEVENTIES EVENG with THI duo (including ABEA fibue) - £24 50

THURSDRY 16th MAY 2002 -
GAEEH EVENING with Yovo & Greek dancer - £24.50

THURSDAY 16th JULY 2002 -
CARIBBERN EVENING with Irie White and his dancers - £24.50

Comedian AUSTIN KNIGHT fl Quality Dining Experience,

i Relaxing Environment -
fll On Your Doorstep

RESERVATIONS [01933] 652316

Tickets £40 (including 3-course dinner)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND TO MAKE

BOOKINGS, CONTACT ALASTAIR WATHEY ON THE IAMOND CENTRE, NENE PARH, DIAMOND WAY

[RTHLINGBORDUGH, NORTHANTS. AN S0F

i B
fmgh.o pper @ fmgh.o pper @ fr:tJ-'Qh.opper

FROGHOPPER HAS ARRIVED!"

(01933) 650345,

o THE ON-LINE BUSINESS DIRECTORY WITH A LOCAL FOCUS, BACKED BY MILLIONS OF ENTRIES

e R&DFC HAS TEAMED UP WITH FROGHOPPER TO BRING YOU A FANTASTIC NEW SERVICE VIA
www.thediamondsfc.com

» FROGHOPPER IS ONE OF THE BEST LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORIES ON-LINE
« MILLION OF BUSINESSES ARE LISTED FREE OF CHARGE

e FROM BUTCHERS TO BAKERS AND POSSIBLY EVEN CANDLESTICK-MAKERS, EVERYTHING 1S JUST A CLICK AWAY

* TWO SIMPLE BUTTONS PROVIDE ACCESS TO EITHER A HIGHLY SPECIFIC, LOCAL OR A
COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL DIRECTORY

* IT'S A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY FOR ADVERTISERS TOO - BUSINESSES HAVE THE
OPTION TO UPGRADE THE STANDARD ENTRY WITH ONE OF FOUR, HIGH-QUALITY
PACKAGES, DESIGNED TO SUIT EVERY BUDGET

« THE TOP-LEVEL PACKAGE IS FULLY INTERACTIVE AND ALL ARE GREAT VALUE FOR
BUSINESSES SEEKING EFFECTIVE, LOCALLY TARGETED ON-LINE ADVERTISING

« INTERESTED IN FROGHOPPER AS A GREAT PLACE TO ADVERTISE OR SIMPLY AS A
USER OF THIS GREAT PRODUCT, BROUGHT TO YOU BY www.thediamondsfc.com?

SIMPLY HOP TO IT AND DOUBLE-CLICK ON THE FROG!

by Matthew James, mj@sportscribe. fsbusiness.co.uk

With Plymouth Argyle, Luton Town and Mansfield Town looking well-placed for automatic promotion, and Halifax Town
apparently hurtling towards the Nationwide Conference, the scrap for play-off places is likely to be the final issue decided in
the 46-game season. At least eight clubs still harbour realistic hopes.

ROCHDALE

Position: 4th. Points: 62. To play: 10. Maximum possible points: 92.

Remaining home matches (6): Hartlepool (16/3), Plymouth (26/3), Orient (30/3),

Darlington (6/4), Hull (9/4), Bristol Rovers (20/4).

Remaining away matches (4): Southend (today), Cheltenham (23/3), Torquay (1/4), Lincoln (13/4).
Prospects: Still have six matches left at fortress Spotland and have not given up on a top-three finish,
but may need a wobble by Luton or Mansfield to achieve that.

SCUNTHORPE UNITED

Position: S5th. Points: 60. To play: 8. Maximum possible points: 84.

Remaining home matches (4): Carlisle (16/3), Cheltenham (30/3), Diamonds (6/4), York (20/4).
Remaining away matches (4): Hull (today), Southend (23/3), Orient (1/4), Darlington (13/4).
Prospects: With no matches left against the top four, The Iron should

have enough steel to see it through to the end.

HULL CITY

Position: 6th. Points: 58. To play: 9. Maximum possible points: 85.

Remaining home matches (4): Scunthorpe (today), Darlington (30/3), Luton (6/4), Lincoln (20/4).
Remaining away matches (5): Oxford (16/3), Orient (23/3), Cheltenham (1/4), Rochdale (9/4),
Bristol Rovers (13/4).

Prospects: The 4-1 rout of Mansfield on Tuesday helped lift some of the gloom following Brian Little's
departure and caretaker manager Billy Russell will expect nothing less than a play-off place.

THETIGERS

4 CHELTENHAM TOWN
Lad Position: 7th. Points: 58. To play: 12. Maximum possible points: 94.
Remaining home matches (5): York (today), Rochdale (23/3), Kidderminster (26/3), Hull (1/4), Oxford (13/4).

Remaining away matches (7): Lincoln (12/3), Halifax (16/3), Scunthorpe (30/3), Macclesfield (6/4),
Mansfield (9/4), Carlisle (16/4), Plymouth (20/4).

Prospects: Have games in hand after their FA. Cup exploits, but five matches in

the last two weeks - including four on the road - could stretch resources.

g

SHREWSBURY TOWN

Position: 8th. Points: 57. To play: 8. Maximum possible points: 81.

Remaining home matches (4): Halifax (today), Torquay (30/3), Carlisle (6/4), Luton (20/4).
Remaining away matches (4): Exeter (16/3), Diamonds (23/3), Lincoln (1/4), Southend (13/4).
Prospects: Will be boosted today by the return of star striker Luke Rodgers after a five-match ban
and their next three home matches look banker wins.

RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS

Position: Sth. Points: 57. To play: 8. Maximum possible points: 81.

Remaining home matches (4): Luton (today), Shrewsbury (23/3), Swansea (1/4), Kidderminster (13/4).
Remaining away matches (4): Bristol Rovers (16/3), Mansfield (30/3), Scunthorpe (6/4), Halifax (20/4).
Prospects: Have comfortably achieved Brian Talbot's initial target, so who knows what is possible?

KIDDERMINSTER HARRIERS

Position: 10th. Points: 53. To play: 10. Maximum possible points: 83.

Remaining home matches (4): Exeter (today), Southend (30/3), Lincoln (6/4), Orient (20/4).
Remaining away matches (6): Halifax (12/3), Luton (16/3), York (23/3), Cheltenham (26/3),

Bristol Rovers (1/4), Diamonds (13/4). -
Prospects: Their remaining home games look promising, but Jan Molby's side will need an v
improvement away from Aggborough to reach the top seven.

HARTLEPOOL UNITED

Position: 11th. Points: 51. To play: 9. Maximum possible points: 78.

Remaining home matches (4): Bristol Rovers (today), Macclesfield (22/3), Plymouth (1/4), Swansea (13/4).
Remaining away matches (5): Rochdale (16/3), Carlisle (19/3), Oxford (30/3), Halifax (6/4), Exeter (20/4).
Prospects: Probably have the easiest run-in, but the midweek home draw with Lincoln was a blow

and seven wins from nine matches is asking a lot.

Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute)
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& R.Griggs Group Lid

MAJOR SPONSORS
R Griggs Group
Charles Wells

SEASON TICKET SPONSOR

Prime Choice

MATCHDAY TICKET SPON;QR
Bluegreen Design o

CAR SPONSORS
Richard Bolton :
Central Garage
City Trucks

Renault Trucks Chlltem
Swan Motor Co.
Townsend Garage"

PATRONS ’
BCAL o o

Amie Brotherton

John & Stephen Brotherton
Car=Nation

J. Cheaney

Contract Services

Croyland Cleaners, Wellingborough
Darath Properties

Dats Print

Elizabeth ParkerPromotions
Glenn Leathers

Gotch Saunders & Surridge
Grant Thornton

Hawkes Technical

Lex Auto

Mineral Star Roofing

Northants Post Express

Orbit Tyres

Phipps Henson McAllister

Mr & Mrs Pursey

Rushton Ablett

A N Scarratt Plumbing & Heating
Smith Chamberlain Solicitors
Stage Craft

Sunseekers

Sursham Tompkins and Partners
Tompkins Robinson Surveyors

BOOKMAKER

Corp Commissions

SCOREBOARD CLOCK SPONSOR
Headland Associates

1

HOSPITALITY SUITES

David Knighton
EACS
Formwise Laminates

Cyril Jones
Marriott Construction
M R Harris Plant Hire Ltd

Dr Martens
R Griggs Group

Hayden Suite
A & J Sectional Buildings

Manton Suite

David Headland Associates
Headland Carpets & Rugs
T R Lawman

Podington Garden Centre
Shoemat

Totectors

Chichele Suite
M H Boardman & Son
Exceptional-Plants.com
Ferrers Technical Services Ltd
Adrian Goodfellow APH FIN
Man Services
Andy Hart
Intercounty Commercial Cleaning
Services Ltd
Mike Neville Estate Agents
Obermans Audio Visual Ltd
John Pantlin - Watson Petroleum
Jean & Den Richardson
Mike Steele
J W Surridge Carpentry
www.callaghanstone.co.uk

SpONsors

VICE PRESIDENTS

A Abbott &Sons, Funeral Directors
Adams Tingle Insurance
Antona Office Supplies
Robin Bailey

Paul Barrick

Maureen De Banke
Bluegreen Design
Deejak Builders

Denny Sutton and Swan Solicitors
DK Fairs

D J Dormer & Son Ltd

E D Estates Ltd

George Elson

ESP Consultants

Allen Goulsbra OBE
Kinderquest

Bob Kirk

Canon Knight

Mr & Mrs.B. Lamour=
Lewis Motor Co.

Gordon Margetts
Mastercue

Mead Manor

Mobile Radio Services
Mykal Industries Ltd
Roger Norman Electrical
John Parnell

Dennis Percival

Anthony Pratchett
Premier Plus

Reg Raith

Sue Raith

Joan Reading

Trevor Reay

David Reeves

Peter Robinson Builders Ltd
Roger Shelton

Mr & Mrs Neil Smith
Speed Retail Ltd
Staffquest

Jeffrey Stanford
Maurice Stanford
Richard & Sue Stringer
Mrs D. Thursby

Toy World Collectables Ltd
Transome Partitions
John Vickers

Jack Warburton

Wilson Browne Solicitors
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Keep up to date with all the News, Views,

Transfers, Ticket Information and ‘What's

- On’ at The Diamond Centre on the
‘Diamonds Noticeboard’

t
THE PAPER SHOP

5 Station Road, Irthlingborough
Tel: 01933 650553

—Headlard—

CARPETS AND RUGS
CARPETS
The Ultimate Carpet Showroom
All Major Manufacturers
Plus Instock Rolls of Carpet

|COUNTER-K1'I'KCKING|with Terry Westley

"One of the most successful ways of operating your team's tactics is bringing your opponents onto you and
then breaking quickly with devastating effect. European and South American teams specialise in this way of
playing, and this influence has become more apparent in the English game recently.

"Arsenal, currently challenging on all three fronts (Champions League, F.A. Premiership and F.A. Cup), most
certainly like to play on the counter-attack and find it more difficult to break down teams who sit with two
banks of four players in front of the 18-yard box and ask the questions. This is probably the reason why
Arsenal have a better away record in the league this season than they have at Highbury.

“Below is a typical match situation Arsenal could be involved in to entice the opposition to come down the

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

ORIENTAL RUGS “Your Local Friendly Newsagent”

A fine selection of Chinese, Indian and

Persian rugs - all shapes and sizes

CANE FURNITURE
Quality at its Best
Suites and Dining furniture at affordable
prices

CURTAINS
Made to measure curtains and blinds
Free estimate and fitting service

' Wishing the Diamonds every success in
IL; their first season in the Football League

No.1 for...
Newspapers « Magazines ¢ Books
Stationery ® Tobacco e Drinks
Greetings Cards  Confectionery
Ice Creams  Fresh Sandwiches

pitch in readiness for a counter-attack.”

01933 652333

63 Station Road Camelot National Lottery Scratch Cards

Irthlingborough Agents for Littlewoods/Vernons Pools Coupons
k Northants ) Agents for East Midlands Electric Cards & Payments

Agents for British Gas Quantum Charge Card System

R S A, |

attention to detail

www.bluegreendesign.co.uk

Rushden
Northants
Sl bluegreen
Telephone: [01933} 358818 DESIGN CONSULTANTS gk
A DESIGN COMPANY srmeony

Facsimile: [01933] 410492

email: admin@deejak-builders.co.uk

WITH REAL VISION
The opposing right-midfielder (rm) has attacked the by-line with his right-back (rb) in support. One of his central
midfielders (cm) has moved into the box to support the two centre-forwards (cf). The cross into the box is
gathered by Seaman who immediately throws it long (as made fashionable by Schmeichel) to Henry on the halfway
line. He lays it off to Bergkamp, who is such a danger that the left-back (lb) has been drawn in towards him. With
the two full-backs out of position, Pires and Ljungberg can spin away from their markers and break into the
opposition’s half ready to be released by Bergkamp. This then gives either Pires or Ljungberg a one-on-one situation
with the ‘keeper - there is normally only one outcome: GOAL!

mail@bluegreendesign.co.uk

Website: www.deejak-builders.com

01234 217218

Builders for the Airwair Stand




www.thediamondsfc.com

TEEXrresin . FORTHCOMING OFFERS THOMPSON ELECTED TO LEAGUE BOARD FLYING THE COLOWRS

Microsoft ntldisea il acirins e West Bromwich Albion Chairman Paul | | Here are the latest snaps of Diamonds supporters
g games.console Sk gl Thompson has been elected by showing their colours in foreign locations.
o 2ue out f X-Box is unleashed on the UK on ; &> Division One clubs to join The Football Firctit - NelBhbatt ort
£294.99 ] 14th March. J - Q League Board of Directors. He replaces f holidav i TenetH dif
You can pre-order one from Bryan Richardson of Coventry City M A S i
www.thediamondsfc.com for ' the surname sounds familiar

who stood down last month.
In welcoming Thompson to the Board,
Football League Chairman Keith Harris
said: "Paul will be a first-class addition

- just £294.99. That's cheaper
' than any high street price and it will be delivered to
. you on the launch date.

#| to some supporters, Neil’s
brother Mick is a former
Rushden Town player who

! Check out the special offers on bundles with to the League Board, he brings with him a long and also had a brief spell with
K s m : | games and extra controllers. successful track record in business with Sanderson Group plc
BOSS EXCITED BY LUTON VISIT 4 and a wealth of experience in football.” th; an_wo!gamqted Cllfb
With eight games to go and the race for the play-offs ipAQ MP3 player | MP3s are the future of music. Commenting on his new role, Paul Thompson said: "l am . - | +5 e = Cam [N Stence.
still wide open, Diamonds boss Brian Talbot is excited s Download tracks from your PC or very pleased to have the opportunity to contribute to The | | Last summer, Danie a 4
by the visit of near neighbours Luton Town.... - s‘\ G «» [l MD/CD device onto the player Football League as a Director at what is a very challenging | | Simister travelled travelled
16598 l| or memory ca rds with huge time for football clubs. by train to Helsinki via
capacity. The Compaq MP3 " would like to thank those Chairmen who voted for me and | | Poland, the Baltics and St
player is one of the best assure all Chairmen of my best endeavours at The Football Petersburg. His journey took i
portables around, and is not League on their behalf. M Ly i :
available on the High Street and costs just £159.99 "Football clubs are extremely difficult to run and Chairmen b
from www.thediamondsfc.com and Directors need every encouragement and support as Y
they wrestle with the dual challenges of running their clubs opened
=3 Bag a brace of the latest DVDs within limited financial resources while at the same time Sculpture Park displays a number of
2 Warner DVDr's for just £18! trying to meet the hopes and aspirations of their supporters. the old Communist statues. So here’s
www.thedié:mondsfc,com is "It is imperative that everything possible is done to make Daniel with Lenin, Stalin and friend,
offering 2 DVDs for £18. Choose football clubs both more viable and easier to run and | am together with proof that Lenin really

pleased to have the opportunity to contribute to the
ongoing development of The Football League and to the
football industry in general.”

from a list of the latest was a Diamonds fan!

Hollywood releases.

BOSS: EXPECTATION LEVEL 1S CHANGING

Diamonds boss Brian Talbot has admitted that the www.thediamondsfc.com is EVACUATION PROCEDURE
expectation level at Nene Park has changed around offering you an exclusive chance Rushden & Diamonds Football Club has a detailed evacuation procedure in place should the need arise. Supporters who
dramatically this season after he watched.... to subscribe visit Nene Park on a regular basis will become aware that throughout the season we will occasionally broadcast the
to the UK's best football following message: ‘STEWARDS TO POST’. In the event that the message is given, please remain seated (if applicable)
__________ magazine for just £26.95. An and listen carefully for further announcements. The Public Address system at Nene Park is designed to reach people both
: annual subscription to Four Four inside and outside of the stadium. Any Emergency messages that are announced will also reach the Corporate Hospitality
Two usually costs £38.40, but . areas.
get yours from www.thediamondsfc.com and Whole stands, part of stands, or the entire stadium may have to be evacuated. Depending on the nature of the incident,
you'll save £11.45. Beat that! the evacuation may be forward onto the playing area, once play has stopped, or out of the stadium.

The Public Address System operates on a zone to zone basis throughout the whole stadium. It may be that certain zones
are affected but not others. Therefore any announcements will be directed to the area affected and attention will be

DIAMONDS TELL FANS WHERE TO GO! specifically focused on the spectators using that part of the ground.

Rushden & Diamonds Football Cl'ub, in pénnershlp with ! If you hear an announcement broadcast within the stadium, which is not directed at the area where you are situated,
The Automobile Association (AA), is now offering a new ! please ignore it. You should only respond to messages directed at your section of the stadium.

on-line service for the travelling football fan. | All spectators are asked to respond calmly, but as quickly as possible if you are in the affected area and comply with

- www.thediamondsfc.com, the official club website, now | stewards’ instructions without delay. 0 e

DIAMONDS 2 V 1 EXETER CITY features an R&DFC route planner, which will enable fans b In the event of an abandoned match, regardless of the amount of playing time remaining, stewards will issue vouchers at
Diamonds held on to three valuable points against to plan routes to'aw;ay matches ’or Thdied Batwise any ; all exits from the stadium. Advice regarding these vouchers will be published in the local press, on

Exeter City this evening as they extended their twg places in the country. Just ;0 to “Travel Match Packe | www.thediamondsfc.com, and on Clubcall (09068) 440033, in the days immediately following the match.

i et T s < o ™ "o | U Sl

THINKING ABOUT CHANGING YOUR CAR? Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute)
LET THE FROG DRIVE YOU THERE!
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Active-Life a partnership between Rushden & Diamonds FC, Sprito and Sport Active Ltd

lan Addis continues his personal guide to every player to have represented Rushden & Diamonds in a
competitive first-team fixture.

DAVID MEHEW Apps 12, Goals 1

The former Bristol Rovers and Walsall striker with over two hundred League appearances joined the
Diamonds from Farnborough Town in March 1998. Back in September his late equaliser in the 5-5
draw was probably the most remarkable goal ever seen at Nene Park and hopes that he would
reproduce such form were high. He couldn't have had a better start, his debut in the 2-0 victory at
Woking coinciding with one of the Diamonds best performances of the season. Sadly he never really
established himself and, although he scored a trade-mark goal in the 2-2 draw with Yeovil in April,
was released early in the 1998-99 season. He subsequently moved back to the West Country and
reached Wembley with Forest Green Rovers in the 1999 F.A. Trophy final.

GARY MILLS Apps 55, Goals 1

A product of the club's youth policy, the Northampton-based midfielder came to prominence during
the 1999-2000 season, making his first Conference start in the 2-1 victory at Altrincham on October
2nd 1999. His only goal to date came in the Northants Senior Cup tie at Kettering Town in January
2000. A cultured style, founded on a passing game, quickly attracted the attention of League
clubs, but injuries have hampered his progress in recent campaigns.

Michael first attracted the attention of Diamonds fans when, as a loanee, he scored Stevenage
Borough's third goal in the Broadhall Way club's 4-1 victory back in April 1997. By the July he was a
4 Diamonds player, joining on a free transfer from Fulham for whom he had made over fifty League
appearances. It's fair to say that few players have brought as much delight and exasperation to the
Nene Park faithful as the giant midfielder. In his first season he scored several memorable goals,
most notably the first in the 4-0 victory over Kettering Town at Rockingham Road on February 21st
1998. A regular choice during the record-breaking start to the 1998-99 campaign, injuries brought
his season to a premature end. Confined to the bench for much of 1999-2000, doubts remained about his best
position and he played in a number of roles, including an ill-fated appearance as striker in the key promotion battle
at Kidderminster in April. Released at the end of that season, Michael joined St Albans City before leaving the game
for a while to puruse a career as an Estate Agent. Now on the books of Ryman League side Sutton United.

DAVID MORRISON Apps 8

The winger made his debut as a loanee in the 3-0 home victory over Welling United on Octeober 5th 1996 but failed
to hold down a regular place in the first eleven. He made just one more Conference start - the 0-4 defeat by lowly
Gateshead - and his final appearance, as a second half substitute at Morecambe in November, preceded a move. He
later returned to Nene Park in a pre-season friendly with new club Leyton Orient.

TARKAN MUSTAFA Apps 69, Goals 1

Right-back secured on a free transfer from Kingstonian in the summer of 2000. Quickly settled into
the side that would go on to win the Conference and missed just one league game all season, the
1-3 defeat at Hereford United in April 2001. Started the Football League season as the regular
choice but a serious injury sustained against Leyton Orient in September saw him sidelined from

il the first team until the end of January, partly due to the injury and partly to the form of Andrew

gl Sambrook. An England semi-professional international who played in two F.A. Trophy finals for
Kingstonian, scoring the only goal in the 1999 final against Forest Green Rovers, and earning the
Man of the Match award a year later against Kettering Town.

Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute)



BILLY TURLEY
Rushton Ablett
01604 791134

TARKAN MUSTAFA
EACS Computer Systems
01480 861010

PAUL UNDERWOQOD
A & J Sectional Builders
01933 680086

MICHAEL McELHATTON
Lancaster Club
01933 312587

MARK PETERS

Barry Miller Hair Stylist
01933 356483

RAY WARBURTON

Risdene Press
01933 312205

GARRY BUTTERWORTH
Lewis Motor Company
01933 355031

JON BRADY

Crowhill Garage
01933 650486

SCOTT PARTRIDGE

J H May Electrical
01933 312900

DUANE DARBY
www.zephyr-tvc.com
Promotional Products

01832 734484

ANDY BURGESS

Sean Benneyworth
Andy’s No.1 supporter

GARY MILLS

Edward Triance Associates
01933 355230

TONY PENNOCK
English Cabinet Company
01604 811577

GARY SETCHELL

Vinyl Underground Records
www.vinylunderground.co.uk

STUART GRAY

D K Fairs (Craft Fairs)
01933 311313

7,

PAUL HALL
www.vendplus.com
Vending Consultants

0870 739.0000

RITCHIE HANLON
Clarks Mobile Radio
01933 312906

ANDREW SAMBROOK
R.D.I.S.A.
07866 029601

(after 6.00pm weekdays/anytime weekends)

BRETT SOLKHON

Mr and Mrs Pursey
“All the best for the season”

ONANDI LOWE
www.espconsulting.co.uk
Health & Safety Advisor & Training
01234 406931

BARRY HUNTER

Clements Greengrocers
01604 791525

ANDY TILLSON

D K Fairs (Antiques)
07933311313

In association with
SOULS COACHES
01234 711242
01933 319009

Saturday 16th March 2002
Bristol Rovers -v- R&DFC, 3.00pm
Admission (UNCOVERED STANDING ONLY) is by payment
at the turnstiles:
£11 adults, £5.50 under-16s/over-65s

Saturday 23rd March 2002
R&DFC -v- Shrewsbury Town, 3.00pm
Tickets are now on General Sale

Saturday 30th March 2002
Mansfield Town -v- R&DFC, 3.00pm
Admission (SEATING ONLY) is by payment at the
turnstiles:
£12 adults, £6 under-16s/over-65s

Monday 1st April 2002
R&DFC -v- Swansea City, 3.00pm
Tickets are now on General Sale
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS GAME MAY BE DECLARED
ALL-TICKET AT A LATER DATE.

Saturday 6th April 2002
Scunthorpe United -v- R&DFC, 3.00pm
Admission (SEATING ONLY) is by payment at the
turnstiles:
£13 adults, £6.50 under-16s/over-65s

Saturday 13th April 2002
R&DFC -v- Kidderminster Harriers, 3.00pm
Tickets are now on General Sale

Saturday 20th April 2002
Halifax Town -v- R&DFC, 3.00pm
Admission (STANDING ONLY) is by payment at the
turnstiles:
£11 adults, £6 under-16s/over-65s

J W B

SUPPORTERS CLUBS’ TRAVEL INFORMATION
R&D Supporters Club
Saturday 16th March 2002 - Bristol Rovers
Dep. Rushden (Lightstrung) 9.15am; Nene Park 9.30am
Fares: £10.50 (£7.00 concessions)
Saturday 30th March 2002 - Mansfield Town
Dep. Rushden (Lightstrung) 12.00noon; Nene Park 12.15pm
Fares: £8 (E5 concessions)
Bookings can be made by contacting Graham Smith

on 07850 070524.

RDISA
Saturday 16th March 2002 - Bristol Rovers
Dep. Rushden 8.00am; Nene Park 8.15am
Service break

Fare Band A: Adults £9, Concessions £6
Saturday 30th March 2002 - Mansfield Town

Dep. Rushden 8.30am; Nene Park 8.45am
Stop in Nottingham
Fare Band A: Adults £9, Concessions £6
Bookings can be made by contacting Yvonne on 07866
029601 (after 6.00pm weekdays/anytime weekends).

TICKET OFFICE OPENING HOURS
MONDAYS 9.30am - 7.00pm;
TUESDAYS 9.30am - 5.00pm;

WEDNESDAYS 9.30am - 5.00pm;
THURSDAYS 9.30am - 7.00pm;
FRIDAYS 9.30am - 5.00pm
Tel: (01933) 652936; Fax: (01933) 653638;
E-mail: kieran.farmer@airwair.co.uk
The Ticket Office will also be open on Saturday
home matches (10.00am-kick off), midweek
matches (9.30am-kick off) and for 30 minutes
after the end of each match.

YORKCITYFC




MATCH SPONSORS

“Going up, going up, going up!!”

Today’s Match Sponsors
McGirl’s Money Management &
Templeview Developments
are pleased to support
Rushden & Diamonds and Luton Town

Two teams going places!

Tel: 01234 344111

Calls may be monitored and recorded to check the quality
of service provided.

- We are pleased
to be associated
with
Rushden &
Diamonds

HSBC X»

For all your banking requirements, contact
Jacqui Roe (Branch Manager)
HSBC Bank plc
Allhallows, Bedford
Tel: 08547 404404

Issued by HSBC Bank plc

¥
¥
o

There's only
one Builders
Merchant

+ Over 400 branches nationwide
= Over 100,000 product lines v
« Free delivery and crane off-load facilities v

MATCHBALL SPONSOR v

150 High Street
Rushden

Travis Perkins

(01933) 356134

www.travisperkins.co.uk

MAN OF THE MATCH
v. Exeter City
Andy Tillson was selected by
Liberty Printers, the match
sponsor, and received his
award from Sales Director Mark
Norman.

IT’S NEVER TOO SOON TO THINK ABOUT
NEXT SEASON!
For all your hospitality or sponsorship requirements for
the 2002/2003 season, please ring Sue or Lynn in the
Corporate Sales Office - 01933 652000.

CORPORATE HOSPITALITY AVAILABLE FOR THE
REMAINING FIRST-TEAM GAMES

MARCH: 23rd - SHREWSBURY TOWN
APRIL: 1st - SWANSEA CITY (FAMILY FUN DAY)
13th: KIDDERMINSTER HARRIERS
* ONLY £35 (+ vat) per person or book a table of 10
for as little as £325 (+ vat)
INCLUDES ¢ Pre-match meal ® reserved stadium
seats ® matchday programme ¢ half-time tea/coffee
= full-time light buffet

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!

NWL wc LDV FAC MC ccs TOTAL
R A A G A A A G A G
BELL, David 0(1) 0(1) 0(2) 0(4)
BRADY, Jon 9(10) 1 2 1(1) 2 1 15(11) 3
BURGESS, Andy 204) 4 1 0(1) 1(1) 1 23(6) 4
BUTTERWORTH, Garry 27 1 2 30(1) 1
CAREY, Shaun 7(1) 2 1(1) 1 11(2)
CARR, Darren 1 1
DARBY, Duane 140120 7 0(1) 1 1 16(13) 8
DEMPSTER, John 0(2) 0(2) 0(1) 0(5)
DOUGLAS, Stuart 4(5) 4(5)
DUFFY, Robert 1(6) 1 0(1) 0(1) 0(1) 1(9) 1
FOLAN, Caleb 1(5) 1 2(5)
GRANT, John 1 0(1) 1(1)
GRAY, Stuart 1 13
HALL, Paul 5 1 1 2 1 30 6
HANLON, Ritchie 2703 -5 0(1) 1 2 1 31(3) 7
HUNTER, Barry 1 2 25 1
JACKSON, Justin 1 6
LEE, Christian 1 2
LOWE, Onandi 8 1 18 8
McELHATTON, Michael 43y 2 0(1) 6(4) 2
MILLS, Gary 2(3) 1(1) 1 2 6(4)
MUSTAFA, Tarkan 14(2) 2 2 1 19(2) 1
PARTRIDGE, Scott 24(6) 5 2 1 27(6) 5
PATMORE, Warren 4 1 2 6 1
PENNOCK, Tony 3(1) 2 0(1) 5(2
PETERS, Mark 2 1 2 1 : 33
RODWELL, Jim 8(1) 2 1 2 1 1 14(1) 1
SAMBROOK, Andrew 24(1) 1 2 27(1)
SETCHELL, Gary 13(6) = 0(1) 0(1) 2 1 16(8) 1
SIGERE, Jean-Michel 4(3) 1 1 5(3) 1
SOLKHON, Brett 0(1) 2 2(1)
TALBOT, Daniel 2(1) 1 1(1) 0(1) 1 4(3) 1
THOMSON, Peter 1(1) & 0(1) 1 32 1
TILLSON, Andy 6 l
TURLEY, Billy 2 1 2 1 41
UNDERWOOD, Paul 2 1 3 37
WARBURTON, Ray H
WARDLEY, Stuart 3 10 3
WORMULL, Simon 4(1) 0(1) 4(2)
own goals 3 3
P w D L F A GD Pts
Plymouth Argyle 37 24 8 5 55 25 30 80
Luton Town 37 22 6 9 71 43 28 72
Mansfield Town 36 20 6 10 59 42 AT 66
Rochdale 36 17 11 8 51 40 11 62
Scunthorpe United 38 16 12 10 67 48 19 60
Hull City 37 16 10 1L 52 37 15 58
... Cheltenham Town _ _  _  : o L B, 13 - —— 37 14 58_
Shrewsbury Town 38 16 9 13 54 44 0 58
Rushden and Diamonds 38 15 12 1 49 45 4 o
Kidderminster Harriers 36 15 8 13 45 38 7 B3 S
Hartlepool United 37 14 9 14 56 43 13 D'y
Macclesfield Town 38 12 11 15 34 43 -9 47 ";
Exeter City 36 13 8 15 40 57 a7 47 3
Southend United 37 12 10 15 44 47 3 46 3
Swansea City 38 12 10 16 46 57 -11 46 2
Oxford United 38 10 13 15 47 50 -3 43 E
Darlington 38 1 10 17 47 59 -12 43 £
Lincoln City 36 10 12 14 39 49 -10 42 E
Carlisle United 34 9 12 13 38 41 -3 ey g
Bristol Rovers 36 10 8 18 35 46 -11 38
York City 34 10 8 16 40 56 -16 38 8
Leyton Orient 36 9 9 18 46 62 -16 36 2
Torquay United 38 8 12 18 34 57 -23 36 =
Halifax Town 37 5 11 21 26 60 -34 269



Emmm
AUGUST Result  Att, Starting Line-up Substitintes
11 York City 1-0 4,307  Turley Mustafa Underwood Mills Peters Rodwell gutterworth  Brady Jackson Patmore 1 Talbot Darby (19
16 Lincoln City 00 5018 Turley Mustafa Underwood Carey Peters Rodwell gutterworth  Brady i Patmire e Darb: E19; E\?ﬂ‘:y (15) :ﬂnxt :etc:e:: 27 gg{::g:
21 Burnley (WC R1) 32 4,398 Turley Mustafa 1  Underwood Carey Peters 1 Rodwell gutterworth  Brady Jackeon Dtrore Gray Darby (19) 1 Ml (14) Pﬁ:‘lncﬂ:k Setche“ i
25 Macclesfield Town 0-0 1,950 Turley Mustafa Ungerwoo: Earey I;eters Eogwet: Butterworth  Brady Jackson Patmore  Gray Darby (19) Mills PeE:gEk Sztzhzll Sglkhon
27 Plymouth Argyle 2-3 4,414 Turley Mustafa Underwoo arey eters odwe Butterworth  Brady Jackson Darby 2 Gray Mills :
SEPTEMBER Pennock Setchell (14) Solkhon Sigere (9)
1 Oxford United 2-3 6,289  Turley Mustafa Underwood Carey Peters Rodwell Butterworth  Brady Jackson Darby 2 Setchell Bir i
? gess (17)  Mills (7 9
8 Southend United 0-1 4,583  Turley ~ Mustafa Underwood Carey Peters Rodwell Mills Brady AT Darby Boyuess Biittatwicth i éc I)< \':Iec?rl:noﬂ: & z:;rr;?;zk g?lie(:‘l:r(l1(9 )]
11 Crewe Alexandra (WC R2) 02 4807 Turley  Mustafa Underwood Carey Peters Rodwell Mills Brady Patmore Sigere Burgess Penhack Wormull (24)  Hankort (15) Sambrack fofy 19)
15 Leyton Orient B2 5,287  Turley " Mustafa Underwood Carey Peters Hunter Hanlon 1* Brady Partridge  Sigere Burgess Mills (8) Pennock (24) Wormull Sambrook (2) Duffy
18 Torquay United 0-0 3,258 Turley Sambrook  Hanlon Carey Peters Hunter Butterworth  Wormull Partridge Sigere Burgess Brady Rodwell o o0 Duffy (24)
22 Cheltenham Town E0NEd, 116  Turley ; Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter Butterworth  Wormull Partridge  Sigere 1  Burgess Brady (20) Rodwell (3)  Mills il Duffy (24)
25 Exeter City 1-1 = 2,622  Pennock Sambrook  Setchell Hanlon 1 Peters Hunter gutterworth  Wormull Partridge  Sigere Burgess Brady (20) Rodoait il Dutty (24) i
29 Darlington 0- 4,365  Pennock | Sambrook  Setchell Hanlon Peters Hunter gutterworth  Wormull Partridge  Duffy Burgess Brady (20) Rodvell Mills Sigere (25) o
OCTOBER ge y!
5 Hartlepool United 2-1+ 3,929  Pennock Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter 1 Butterworth  Brady Partridge  Lee Burgess Rodwell Mills
Setchell Fi Nayl
13 Rochdale 0-0 4,345  Turley Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter gutterworth  Hall Partridge  Folan Rirgess Radweli Mills (9) e S::Z:e(l‘ll‘i} Leag or
16 Cardiff City (LDV R1) 1-7 40525 = Turiey Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Rodwell Mills Hall 1 o Folan Talbot Burgess (19) Caiths Pernock setchell 3)  Bell (31)
20 Hull City 3-3 4,676  Turley , Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon 1 Peters Hunter Butterworth  Hall Partridge  Darby Burgess 2 | Mustafa Carey Pennock Setchell (11)  Folan (10)
23 Shrewsbury Town 2-0 4,016  Turley Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter Butterworth  Hall Partridge  Darby 1 Setchell 1 | Mustafa Brady Carey Pennock Folan (10)
27 Mansfield Town 3-1+ 4,987 S uriey Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter Butterworth  Hall Partridge 1 Darby Burgess 1 Brady (11) Carey Pl setchell (3)  Folan (9)
NOVEMBER
3 Swansea City 0-0 3,970 "SgTuriey Sambrook  Talbot Hanlon Peters Hunter Butterworth  Hall Partridge  Darb 5
Yy etchell Brady (27) Care Pe K

6 Northampton Town (Maunsell Cup SF) 2-1 1,867  Pennock Mustafa  Setchell McElhatton Rodwell  Solkhon  carey Brady2 ~ Thoil ite Rbscitae it Duff;“m Beﬂ"(;'c) _?_:mtl";” ;gmt(;’}
10 Halifax Town 2-1 3,883 TudE Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter Butterworth  Hall Partridge 1 Darby Burgess Brady (11) Carey Pennock Setchell Thomson (10) 1
13 Chester City (Conference Shield) 2-2 937  Turley Mustafa Setchell Hanlon Peters Rodwell 1 o) Brady Partridge  Thomson  Carey McElhatton (21) Pennock (1) Grant (9) Dempster (5) Talbot (20) 1
17 Worcester City (FAC R1) 1-0° 3313  Tley Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon 1 Peters Hunter Butterworth  Hall Partridge  Darby Burgess McElhatton Brady (11)  Pennock Setchell (3)  Duffy (10)
20 Scunthorpe United 00"« 3,533  Tudey Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter . Butterworth  Hall Partridge  Darby Burgess Brady PohrGeh Setchell Thense Duffy
24 Kidderminster Harriers 0-3 3,014 Turley Sambrook Undgrwuod Hanlon Peters Hunter " Butterworth  Hall Partridge  Thomson Setchell Brady (17) Bkl PO Duffy (19) Talbot (20)
DECEMBER {
1 Bristol Rovers 31 4570 Turley Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Rodwell Setchell ‘Butterworth  Brady Partridge 2 Lowe 1 Hall Histara Pankels Thisman D

_ . , uffy (21 Talbot
8 Brighton & Hove Albion (FAC R2) 1-2 5,647  Turley Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon 1*  Peters Hunter tterworth  Brady Partridge  Lowe Hall Burgess (8) Rodwell Pennock Setczt-:ll ) Thomson (22)
12 Peterborough United (Maunsell Cup Final) 1-4 696  Pennock Mustafa Setchell McElhatton 1* Rodwell Solkhon Brady Burgess Darby Talbot Carey (7) Bell (10) Gordon Dempater:@ierRanlett
15 Luton Town -1 7,495  Turley Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter Butterworth  Hall Lawe Darby Burgess McElhatton (21) Brady Partridge (10)Pennock i
22 Carlisle United 31+ 4,142  Turley Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter Butterworth  Hall 1 Partridge  Lowe 1 Burgess McElhatton (7) Brady Darby P ~ Setchell (35)
26 Southend United 2-4 5,878 Turley Sambrook  Underwood Hanlon Peters Rodwell Butterworth 1 Hall Partridge 1 Lowe Burgess McElhatton (7) Brady Darby (9) Pannhack ‘Setchell (12)
29 Plymouth Argyle D:1. 9,503  Turley Sambrook  Underwood McElhatton Peters Setchell Butterworth  Hall Partridge  Lowe Gray Mustafa (22) Darby (18)  Pennock Talbot Bell (4)
JANUARY
12 Lincoln City 4:2 0 3170 Turley Sambrook  Underwood McElhatton Hunter Setchell Butterworth  Hall 2 Partridge  Lowe 1 Gray Mustafa Darby (9) 1  Bur i

gess (18) Pennock

19 York City 30 4,605 Turley Sambrook  Underwood  McElhatton 1 Hunter  Setchell  Butterworth  Hall Lowdi o . Dl e Grns Partridge,(10) Burgss (1) . Harjontic PR D‘“‘fym
22 Carlisle United 03 2,864  Turley Sambrook  Setchell McElhatton Hunter Warburton _j-Banlon Hall {owe Darby Gray Partridge Burgess (18) Pennock Douglas (11) Demnmgpster ®)
26 Hartlepool United 1-5 3,513 - Tirley Sambrook  Setchell Hanlon Hunter Carr b Hall Partridge  Douglas  Gray Mustafa (22)  Brady Dennle Duffy 9)1 ter (36)
29 Macclesfield Town 200 2,00 irey Mustafa Underwood Hanlon Hunter Setchell Hall Lowe 1 Darby Gray Brady (17) Partridge (10) Pennock Douglas (31) Ren
FEBRUARY 1 ;
2 Darlington 21 4,383 Turley Mustafa Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter Hall 1 Lowe 1 Darby Gray Butterworth (21) Brady Partridge (10) Pennock as (31)
5 Oxford United 2-1 4,484  Turley Mustafa Underwood Hanlon Peters Hunter Hall Partridge  Lowe 1 Gray B ierworth Brady (2) 1 Darby (31) Pennock Dounwggllas 9)
9  Hull City ded . 8 8050 ariey Mustafa Underwood Hanlon 1*  Peters Tillson Hall Partridge  Lowe Gray Brady (18) Darby (9) Mills Pesthad: ias (8)
16 Rochdale 11 4,672  Turley Mustafa Underwood Hanlon Peters Tillson Hall 1 Douglas Lowe Burgess Brady Partridge Darby (31)  Mills Dowell
23 Leyton Orient 1-0 4,507  Turley Mustafa Underwood Hanlon Peters T!llson Hall Douglas Lowe Burgess Butterworth Brady Partridge (19) Darby Dowell
26 Torquay United 1-1 1,709  Turley Sambrook  Underwood Wardley 1 Peters Tillson Butterworth  Hall Douglas Lowe Burgess Nistata Partridge (19) Darby (31)  Hanlon Dowell
MARCH
2 Cheltenham Town 1-1 4,584  Turley Sambrook  Underwood Wardley Peters T1:Ilson Butterworth  Hall Partridge  Lowe 1 Burgess Brady Darby (9) Setchell Hanlon (7) Dowell
5 Exeter City 2.1 3,343  Turley Mustafa Underwood Hanlon 1* Peters Tillson Wardley Hall Partridge  Lowe Burgess 1 Butterworth Brady Darby (9) Setchell Dowell
9 Luton Town 3
16 Bristol Rovers Ei B AT e Ve
23 Shrewsbury Town CAR CRIME [ -
30 Mansfield Town D t D I
on ISpia

1 Swansea City i H
6 Scuthorpe United ome or AW a\j ; Reproduced under copyright licence no. IND/CLUB/086. Copyright © The Football League Limited 2001.
13 Kidderminster Harriers www.northants police.uk Scorers in bold. * penalty. « won on penalties. + own goal.

; REMOVE ALL PROPERTY AND LOCK YOUR CAR SECURELY EVERY TIME YOU LEAVE IT
20 Halifax Town

www.thediamondsfc.com Diamonds Clubcall - 09068 440033 (calls cost 60p per minute)



Shirts: White
Shorts: Blue

Shirts: Orange
Shorts: Black
Sacks. Vlﬂutg

Sacks Black
'!-.") b B ") . o

FOOTBALL CLUB

:'_-'. s 18 ‘:‘_- i
4o e s

BILLY TURLEY

i

g B e

1
2
3

A A AL L TR e S A

~_ TARKAN MUSTAFA
o .____EAUL UNDERWOOD

MARK OVENDALE
AARON SKELTON ShYe ¢
MATTHEW SPRING

B8 7 SR T L s S e el Sl

RUSSELL PERRETT
MARVIN JOHNSON
ADRIAN FORBES

KEVIN NICHOLLS
CARL GRIFFITHS

CHRIS COYNE =~ %

P

5

| . MARK PETERS
| SINAVGEIVR )Y
B GARRY BUTTERWORTH

5
7
7
£10

12

e SCOTT PARTRIDGE|

IEEIIIEEHEEIEIEIII
:

._.-i' * 4
F|

LU Music played at Nene RES 5, 1
Park is kindly supplied [%* F"'”é&.!' \ALT

; 3RSTUART FRASER

14§ANDREW FOTIADIS — EHA%
¥ ke GARY MILLS SEMATTHEW TAYLOR __EEE
ol TONY PENNOCK 6 BN 16HCARLEMBERSON W

GARY SETCHELLH17 8 EMMERSON _BQyCE & >
S T STUART GRAY 8 ' ADAM LOCKE

STUART DOUGLAS [E] STEVEN HOWARD _
= paUL HALL] “‘ PEMME-,

W el ~_RITCHIE HANLON 218 RICHARD DRYDEN
LS Il ANDREW SAMBROOK EE “ §SCOTT WARD_

UG ADAN DOWELL 124 SSRGS PAUL AUL HUGHES
PPN UYE T STUART WARDLEY | g JEAN-LOUIS VALOIS
SO ONANDI LOWE §3788 % DAVID BAYLISS
ENNISSSSI  BARRY HUNTER % SN MLEE MANSELL
SR ANDY TILLSON BERRSHIAN HILLIER WG
[ g g K :'-*jf‘?.,.‘"*..;;f,%g‘ff'- ol AL a0 e MA A "_-f-; = DEANCROWE &S ok
WA TR SN, 1M s E S35 HAHMET BRKOVIC WS
BN L 8 O AL S Ly A e %”*7.'-}-‘3‘“»*; JGARY MOOWEGAN ___ “-’; f‘f S5 3
‘*; 5{1‘ : !}u! 'f'u.._. ”“\ll“%f”? o5 5’;"3;‘;;_-?':{[\: N ';'t"": : § & f | {ALAN NE|LSON. —— -l kg

ll|..l- U

]
e
g - -
e
i nﬂ.‘
- - L
-
-
'

by HMV, Wellingborough § ¥ *“'fr ’ 2 d R A0
T 9 P Sl -HMV 277034 i’ﬂg --;.3-1‘); MATCH OFFICIALS

, L _ . -*‘{,I_é’* ,-'f'-]:-;‘,’. Referee M. Fletcher
’ R AT R e Assistant Referees

g
ir:-,i_"} A. M. Marriner & D. Naylor
“ﬁ Fourth Offlcml M. J. Calrns

{ r }"

. 3

R e /WWW//

Real, live and passionate coverage of the Diamonds.

BREAME RADIO NORTHAMPTON

104.2 & 103.6FM

Live and exclusive coverage of the Diamonds’ away games.
Saturdays from 2pm, weeknights from 7pm with Adam Blackmore.
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