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ENIGMATIC, frustrating,
unlucky and fragile are just
four adjectives used to label
Andrew Fotiadis during six
years as a professional foot-
haller at Kenilworth Road.

All four words provide a fair assess-
ment of a carcer that has had more
false starts than a 100m sprinter.

But most observers add talented to
the list of Fotiadis’ many irritating
altributes and that is why he has sur-
vived half-a-dozen years as a Hatters
firat-team siriker despite averaging
just two goals a year in that time.

The former England schoolboy
international has spent more time in
the treatment room than he has on
the playing field for the Hatters but,
on Saturday, he gave further indica
tion that he might now be ready to
fulfil his potential at the age of 25.

Making his first league start at
Kenilworth Road since December
2000, Fotiadis looked set for another
frustrating afternoon when three
{irgt-half chances were saved by
Swindon keeper Bart Griemink,
Hatters boss Joe Kinnear held his
head after each miss and, as Fotiadis
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retreated into his shell towards the
end of the half, another opportunity
to stake a claim for a regular starting
place appeared to be slipping away.

But the Hitchin-born striker, willed
on by a home crowd desperate to see
him do well, showed a nerve hitherto
rarely seen at Kenilworth Road to
grab his side’s crucial second goal -
and his first in 13 months — straight
after half-time. The goal helped settle
Fotiadis’ and his side’s anxieties and
gave Kinnear’s men an overdue
reward for their dominance,

It was Steve Howard’s turn to

choose his favourite record as part of

the pre-match entertainment on Sat-
urday, Howard’s selection was “Mack
the Knife” by Frank Sinatra and the
blue-eyed striker enjoyed a sharp
gtart to the game before proving he is
a cul above most Division Two strik-
ers when it comes to the important
business of putting the ball in the
back of the net.

The 6ft 3in forward volleyed over
from the edge of the area after just 20
geconds and then smacked another
shot against the crossbar from the

game distance after Potiadis’ lay-off

on 12 minutes.

AT LAST: Andrew Fotiadis ends his 13-month wait for a first-team goal against Swindon at Kenilworth Road.

Fotiadis back with a bang

Russell Perrett also went close with
am early header and Fotiadis had a
firm shot from six yards saved by
Griemink before Howard bagged his
eighth goal of the season.

Cardiff’s Rob Earnshaw and Old-
ham’s Clyde Wijnhard are now the
only Division Two strikers that have
scored more league and cup goals
than Howard.

The 26-year-old forward turned and
shot powerfully into Griemink’s bot-
tom corner from 10 yards on 14 min-
utes after a cross from Paul Hughes,
who again worked diligently as an
out-of-position left-sided midfielder.

Fotiadis then fired straight at
Griemink after being put clear on
goal by Matthew Spring and, on 22
minutes, saw his point-blank header
tipped over by the Swindon keeper:

His failure to take those chances,
despite a skillful and lively start to
t.hc game, could have seen Fotiadis
face serious retribution from Kinn-
ear at half-time had Swindon con-
verted their only opportunity of a
one-sided first-half. -

~John Jackson skipped past ineffec-
tive challenges from Fotiadis, Sol
Davis and Hughes down the right
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flank before delivering a cross that
Eric Sabin headed wastefully over,

Sabin was the visitors’ most dan-
gerous player and his potent mixture
of pace and power posed a few prob-
lems for former team-mate Davis, but
it was the Hatters who scored the
game’s crucial second goal.

Davis’ overhead kick into the
penalty box was headed down by
Howard and Fotiadis spun to fire in
the bottom corner from eight yards.

The subsequent shared emotions
of Joy and relief between Fotiadis,
his team-mates and the Hatters fans
were similar to those that greeted
Ma'nchester United’s mis-firing
stmkgr Diego Forlan’s first goal in
English football. Chris Coyne stuck
out a boot to turn Matty Heywood’s
]oyv shot behind for a corner on 63
minutes before Steve Robinson sent a
lo‘w shot inches wide at the other end
after a through ball by Peter: Holmes,
who had replaced injured skipper
Kevm_ Nicholls in the first-half

Fotiadis sent an attempted lob into
the hand of Griemink on 76 minutes
and, moments later, was applauded
off the pitch by an appreciative home
crowd and manager Kinnear. Dean
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LUTON 3 SWINDON 0 Young, 79), Sam Parkin, Eric Sabin.

@®HATTERS: Carl Emborson, Emmer- Subs not used: Nathan Edwards, Alan
son Boyoe, Russoll Porrett, Chris Reeves, Cralg Farr.
Coyne, Sol Davis, Stove Robinson, @Shots on target: Luton 9 Swindon 2.
Kovin Nicholls (Poter Holmes, 36), @Off tangot: Luton 8 Swindon 2.
b e "“lf’n":;"s“""’ @Comens: Luton 5 Swindon 7.
Howal rew Fotlndis 1 i
Orows, 78), Suba not used: Alan Nej @ RRoforee: Phil Joslin (Nattingham).
son, lan Hillier, Ahmet Brikovic. @®STAR MAN: Russell Perrett - a
@ SWINDON: Bart Griomink, Andy flawloss performance at the heart of
Gumey, Matthow Heywood, Adam the Hatters defence. He attacked

* Willls, David Duke, Steve Robinson overy ball and made several crunch-
(Garoth Edds, 58), Matthow Hewlott,  Ing tackles during a one-sided bat-

tle against the Swindon front-line.
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LUTON TOWN DEFENDER
CHRIS COYNE...

@Time on pitch: 90 minutes

@®Shots on target: 0

@Shots off target: 0

@ Passes to own player: 5

®Passes to opposition: 4

@ Crosses to own player: 0

® Crosses to opposition: 0

:Pz:ss completion rate: 55.6 per
en

@®Dribbles ball retained: 0
@ Dribbles ball lost: 0

@®Headers: 24
@ Tackles: 7

® Clearances, blocks and inter-

ceptions: 6

® Free-kicks won: 2

@ Free-kicks conceded: 0
@ Offsides: 0
®Bookings: 0

O FINAL VERDICT: Chris Coyne
was immaculate In the air for
the Hatters against Swindon,

Crowe replaced Fotiadis qnd,as
has done on previous occasions¥
dropped to the bench, providelt®
energetic cameo appearance.
The pacy striker was trippe
Andy Gurney on 86 minutesafte
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Griemink’s left-hand cornet e
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son but Griemink.stretc e
sinew to keep outh
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