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AGONY: Hatters players hold their heads after Steve Howard (19) had an easy chance saved against Wigan.

WHAT have Wigan Ath-
letic, Macclesfield Town
and Boston United all got
in common?

The answer is that they are
the only clubs to boast
unbeaten league records at
Kenilworth Road from the 92
sides currently plying their
trade in the Football League
and the Premiership.

Arsenal (six times), Liver-
pool (six times) and Manch-
ester United (three times) have
all left Luton without a point
in the past, but Saturday’s 1-1
draw means the Hatters have
now failed in five attempts to
beat Wigan in a home league
fixture.

And, with Macclesfield only
providing the opposition at
Kenilworth Road on two occa-
sions and Boston yet to pay
their first visit, Wigan can lay
strong claims to being the Hat-
ters’ official bogey team.

Joe Kinnear’s men did, how-
ever, come agonisingly close to
ending the hoodoo before Lat-
ics captain Jason de Vos
headed in an 88th-minute
equaliser to keep his side top
of the Division Two table.

Aaron Skelton had earlier
given the Hatters a 24th-
minute lead with his first goal
in 13 months.
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And, when former Hatters
favourite Matthew Jackson
was sent off on 85 minutes, the
home side looked on course to
register the (ougl}es( of six
successive league victories.

Jackson was given his
marching orders on 85 minutes
after being shown a second yel-
low card for the slightest of

brushes with Steve Howard on
the half-way line.

But Wigan's 10 men grabbed
the point their greater posses-
sion deserved when Russell
Perrett was penalised and an
unmarked de Vos headed in
Steve McMillan's free-kick.

The manner and timing of
the goal, however, were galling
for a Hatters side that had dis-
played a tremendous work
ethic and attitude to protect a
one-goal lead against a visitors
team boasting £4.75 million
worth of playing talent.

In fact, if Australian keeper
John Filan had not made two
breathtaking saves to deny
Hatters' top scorer Howard, de
Vos' late goal would have been
a mere consolation.

Instead, the Canadian inter-
national’s effort extended his
side's unbeaten run to 12
matches after he profited from
a rare Hatters defensive lapse.

Nathan Ellington, at £1.2
million, is the costliest of
Wigan's many big-money sign-
ings and his rather grandiose
nickname is “The Duke".

But it was home defenders
Perrett and Chris Coyne that
enjoyed majestic performances
to ensure that Wigan's Duke
lost this particular battle.

Perrett again struggled
manfully to ignore a groin

injury that saw him limping
tentatively back on to the pitch
at the start of the second-half.

The 29-year-old defender’s
handicap proved no hin-
drance, however, and he was
the driving force, rather than a
passenger, during a deter-
mined performance from the
home defence. .

Full-backs Emmerson Boyce
and Sol Davis also played their
parts in frustrating the high-
flying visitors, as did Matthew
Spring, who covered every
blade of grass for his side’s
cause and appears to be relish-
ing the responsibility of the
captain’s armband.

The Hatters pinned Wigan
back during the early stages of
the match, with Davis making
several penetrating raids down
the left flank.

But it was Cedric Berthelin
who made the first save of the
afternoon, instinctively keep-
ing out Neil Roberts’ volley
from an acute angle.

Luton went ahead six min-
utes later when Peter Holmes’
deep cross to the far post was
headed down by Howard and
Skelton stretched out a leg to
force the ball into the bottom
corner from four yards.

The visitors’ response was
swift with Ellington forcing a
low save from Berthelin.
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Tony Dinning then fired an
excellent chance wide and Lee
McCulloch's volley cleared a
beaten Berthelin’s bar by a
matter of inches.

The Hatters’ French keeper
produced a fine save to prevent
Roberts netting from 15 yards
on 41 minutes before Howard
was denied by an even better
stop at the other end.

Howard’s stabbed shot from
six yards seemed certain to
double the lead before ex-
Blackburn keeper Filan dived
low to his right to turn the ball
behind for a corner:

Berthelin then flapped at a
Gary Teale cross but McCul-
loch hit a post instead of the
unguarded goal and Filan
saved a weaker Howard effort
when the Hatters' forward
should have done better from
eight yards.

Ellington’s mishit cross
nearly handed Wigan a freak-
ish equaliser on 51 minutes
when the ball bounced off
Berthelin's crossbar

Seconds later, Filan pushed
Spring’s bouncing shot around
a post after Boyce had skipped
past two challenges during a
great run down the right.

Wigan continued to press for
an equaliser but the Hatters
defence held firm, although
Dinning's 76th-minute header
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