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Striking pose - Tony Thorpe
on the ball at Wigan.

HOLDING runaway leaders Wigan to a draw on Saturday was a pretty
decent result for the Town. Steve Howard headed his 17th goal of the
season in the 57th minute, with Neil Roberts saving a point for the
champions-elect with a quarter of an hour to go.

But the best result of the week was probably one 48 hours earlier,
when an FA enquiry threw out four misconduct charges against Kevin
Nicholls.

They followed the match against QPR in November, when Howard
and Nicholls were sent off. The nine men held out for a draw
remarkably comfortably, and at the end of the match there were
claims and counter-claims about acrimonious exchanges involving
players and the two benches.

At the hearing in Birmingham Nicholls was accused of taking too long
to leave the field after his second yellow card, inciting the crowd, and
becoming involved in altercations with opposing players, and with
their manager.

The Town disputed the allegations as soon as they were made, and
were angry that it took so long for the hearing to be organised. While
they were confident that if justice were done the skipper would be
exonerated, there was also a worry that the disciplinary hearing had
wide-ranging powers to dish out fines or long suspensions.

They need not have worried. After hearing the Town’'s rebuttal of
every allegation, the charges were found not to be proved.

The skipper said: "The most important thing about the decision was
that it ended the risk of me having to serve a lengthy ban. It is very
important at this time of the season that we have all our key players
available."

Joe Kinnear, who attended the hearing with the player and Town
Secretary Cherry Newbery, said: "There were no grounds for Nicholls
to be punished further than the suspension he had already served for
being sent off. | read the referee’s report after the game, and there was
no mention of other incidents that cropped up later. | believe the
complaint came from other people, and there were other
implications."

Happy Returns

DAVID Bayliss is the latest long-term injury victim to return to first
team football, and was pressed into service as an emergency right

The manager's view — P 5; The skipper's column - P 7; From the
Secretary's office — P 9; Today'’s visitors — Pp 18-21; Report and picture
special on the Huddersfield victory - Pp 26-29; Latest injury news - P
9; Adrian Forbes plays again - P 51; Blast from the Past - Pp 22 & 23;
Latest ticket office news — Pp 10-11; Travel offers to Cheltenham - P 12;
Luton Belles are champions — P 45; Junior Hatters news - P 35; The race
for the play-offs - P 53; All the stats: Pp 54-55.

IN WHERE IT HURTS: lan Hillier and Nathan Ellington collide at Wigan
on Saturday. The defender suffered a cut forehead that required
stitching, and had to miss the second half while his head cleared. He
was "bright as a button" by Sunday as physio Lee Taylor reports in his
column. A full report and more pictures from the game at the JJB
Stadium will be in Saturday's programme.

back at Wigan as the Town put together a back four which was
makeshift, but effective. Sol Davis was missing after being injured
in training, so lan Hillier switched to left back, with centre-half
Bayliss operating on the other flank.

Russ Perrett is also back in business, and Adrian Forbes, out with
cruciate ligament damage since pre-season, returned to action
with 45 minutes in the reserves on Wednesday.

Chris Willmott has been under treatment for a groin injury at
Wimbledon, but the Town have extended his loan into a second
month.

Painful Decisions

PREPARING to make room for new recruits for next season, the
Town have parted company with three youth team players near
the end of their three-year scholarships. Midfielder James Osborn,
and defenders Joe Deenev and Rob Gillman have been given the
heartbreak news that they were not being offered professional
contracts.

Gillman and Deeney have both tasted first team soccer, the former
in the LDV Trophy at Dagenham last season, and Deeney in the
same competition at Woking this season, when he and Peter
Holmes scored in a 2-0 win.

Brian Swain
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THE MARKET LEADER

SKF Explorer bearings

The spherical roller bearing was
invented by SKF and we remain
the worldwide technological leader,
with the introduction of Explorer.
The best confirmation of the total
quality of SKF spherical roller bearings
is their dominating market position.
Demand for SKF is twice as large as
any other bearing manufacturer.
Available in sizes from 20 to
1,800mm bore diameter; together
with a sealed version available from
35 to 220mm bore diameter.

Standard features

® Symmetrical rollers

® Special roller profile

e Self-guiding rollers - an SKF patent
® Floating guide ring

¢ Metallic cages

Application benefits

* Up to three times longer life
Higher load ratings
Reduced noise

Lower maintenance costs
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® Increased machine uptime

For a FREE catalogue on Explorer spherical
roller bearings please complete and return to
SKF FREEPOST MK1540 Luton LU3 48R

Name

Company
Address .

Postcode

SKF (U.K.) Limited

01582 496436 marketing.uk{wskf.com www.skf.co.uk
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WE WOULD, naturally, like to
be a little nearer to the top six
places in the league as we

prepare for kick-off this
evening, but we have a
marvellous opportunity to
close the gap, with two home
games in the next five days.
Both are against teams above
us in the table, so we know we
are facing two tough tests.

We are all up for it, and have
every reason to believe we are
capable of a top six finish at the
very least. We were well worth
our point at Wigan on
Saturday, and that was the
second time we have matched
the league leaders. It was also
the second time we came close
to beating them, and it was
galling that we went to the JJB
having had another look at how
they saved the game at
Kenilworth Road in October,
with a very late far post header
by their skipper, Jason De Vos.
"Don't let it happen again," was
the order to our defence. So
what happened? Once more
we took the lead, with an
excellent goal by Steve
Howard. And once more we let
Wigan back into it — another far
post cross, another header by
De Vos, and this time a final
header by another striker.

That peeved me, but otherwise
| was very pleased with the
way we coped with what is
probably the best team in the
division. And we did it despite
having to shuffle our pack at
the back again, because of
injuries. We have had to bring
back players a
little earlier than
might be ideal,
and we have had
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to play them out of position,
but they have responded.

At this stage of the season we
must have 100 per cent
commitment and effort as the
first priority, and we are getting
it. The match at Wigan might
not have been the prettiest you
have ever seen, with two
sides just about cancelling
each other out. Scoring
opportunities were very few
and far between, and Wigan's
20-goal Nathan Ellington, who
cost a lot more than our entire
squad, was never given the
slightest chance of adding to
his tally.

Wigan went into the game with
only one home defeat in the
league all season, and that was
way back last August. They had
lost only three of their 36
league games, and only one of
their last 30. They have put
together one of the most
expensive squads in the
division, and | have little doubt
they will be champions.

Yet twice Luton Town have
proved to be their match, and
on each occasion we made
them sweat until the last
minute to take a point off us.
And even when they got their
equaliser with 15 minutes to
go on Saturday we had the
confidence and ability to
ensure that they didn't get a
sniff of a victory.

It maintains our good record
against this division's better
teams. Not one of the sides
currently above us in the table
has been able to beat us yet,
and two more are coming to
Kenilworth Road this week to
try to change that.

Oldham, tonight, and Crewe

S R

ordshire . . . .

on Saturday,
will be desperate

to stop us completing doubles
against them, while we must
see every match until the end
of the season as a six-pointer.
We are approaching the final
shake-down, and we are in with
a chance of closing the gap,
because we also still have to
play Bristol City, QPR and
Tranmere. That means that
despite the four-point gap
between us and the top six, we
are to a great degree in charge
of our own destiny.

We need to win six of our
remaining nine games to be
pretty sure of getting into the
play-offs, and that must be our
minimum target.

Our home results have been
too patchy for my liking, but
except for Blackpool the
failures have been against
teams from lower down the
table. For some reason we
seem to find it easier to deal
with the better sides, so
perhaps we should be glad that
five of our last nine are against
teams currently above us.

This week we have a wonderful
chance of bagging six points.
We are focused, ready for
the challenge, and determined
to give everyone connected
with Luton Town continued
hope of a second successive
promotion. It won't be easy,
but it's not impossible, and a
good win tonight will set us up
nicely.

Keep the faith, and enjoy the
game

Joe Kinnear




IT WAS a pretty happy bunch
of players who came home
from Wigan on Saturday, with
our draw and other results in
the Second Division keeping
us well in the chase for a play-
off place.

We could have been even
happier, because while our
second draw with the runaway
league leaders has to be seen
as a decent result, we also
knew we might well have won
the game.

There was not a lot of good
football played, and | think that
was inevitable in view of the
importance of the game to
both sides. But we felt we did
a good professional job,
against the team | expect to
take the championship. The
first priority, for Wigan as well
as for us, was not to be
beaten, and it turned out to be
a good contest.

| was delighted to play against
my old club, having missed
the previous games in the
league and FA Cup, but my
first visit back to the JJB
Stadium was not really a
special occasion for me. My
time at Wigan was nothing
great, and | have never been in
any doubt that | made the right
choice when | decided to
accept a move to Luton. And
that career decision nearly two
years ago will look even better
when we move up another
division.

| am now Luton through and
through now, and we are all
very determined to do

everything possible to achieve
a second
promotion.

successive

We all feel that the four-point
gap between us and the top
six can be closed, and if it is to
be a bit of a scrap, we are
ready to battle for the cause. |
would rather see us grind out
a succession of 1-0 victories
than play pretty football and
lose points.

Having said that, | think our
last two performances have
been pretty good, and | was
well pleased with the way we
played in taking the points in
our last home game.
Huddersfield were desperate
because of the threat of
relegation, and they made us
work hard for the win. But | felt
we were the better footballing
side, as we had been when we
won at their place.

The good team performance
against Huddersfield helped to
set us up for the game at
Wigan, and | was pleased to
see Russ Perrett back in the
team. | thought he was the
man of the match on Saturday,
and Wigan's equaliser was not
down to him. We were
annoyed about the goal
because we had talked about
the dangers of Wigan set
pieces, and the way their
skipper likes to get upfield for
headers from free kicks. Jason
De Vos did us at Kenilworth
Road, and he was involved
again in their goal on
Saturday.

Supporters might wonder how
we allowed it to happen again.
One answer is that Wigan
were very crafty at the free
kick to the far post. Steve
Howard always drops back to
mark his man when centre-

halves go

upfield at free

kicks. More often than not he
will beat them in the air and
make the clearance. On
Saturday he was back in
defence marking De Vos, but
as the free kick was played in
Wigan sent in Matt Jackson to
baulk the big man. The ref
didn't spot it, De Vos was left
clear for his header, and it led
to the equaliser. | was angry
that having lost the first ball to
De Vos, the marking went
absent when we should have
won the second ball when Neil
Roberts turned it into our net.
Bristol City were the only top
team to take three points on
Saturday, so our draw left us
still in with a very good chance
of making the top six.

It means that every game from
now until the end of the
season is massive. We are
proud of the fact that no team
above us has beaten us in the
league this season. But that
record is about to face a series
of tough tests, starting this
evening.

But if we are at our best again,
we can put three more points
in the bag tonight, and then,
hopefully, three more on
Saturday at the expense of
Crewe, and that could make
the league table in a week's
time look even better than it
does now. At this stage we are
chasing sixth place. | would
settle for that, but if we put
together a decent winning run,
we could finish even higher
than that.

Kevin Nicholls




through the game
at Wigan with no additional
serious iNjury worries. We took
|an Hillier out of the match at the
interval after he suffered a cut
forehead following a clash. of
heads. He was feeling a !Ittle
groggy, but treatr_nent contained
the problem straight away, and
by the time the players reported
in at Kenilworth Road on Sunday
he was as bright as a button,'
Qur thanks are due to the Wigan
physio, Alex Cribley, and the club
doctor, Dr Mike Ashworth, for

ir help at the time.

:ri:;s gsod to see David Bayliss
back in the starting line-up for Fhe
first time this year. His hamstring
d up a little in the closing

crampe i .
put it was nothing

minutes,

serious.
Russ Perrett, of course, returned

after a four-month absence as a

sub at Mansfield, and then was
able to start the games against
Huddersfield and Wigan to prove
his recovery is complete.

Sol Davis and Alan Kimble were
unable to travel to the JJB
Stadium after picking up slight
hamstring injuries in training, but
again they are not major
problems.

There was some good news for
Emmerson Boyce, who has been
out of action for a month with a
groin injury. He was examined by
a consultant, and the verdict was
that Boyce will not need surgery,
and his current course of
treatment will get him fit again.
He is doing strengthening work,
and should be able to resume
training in a fortnight or so.

Alan  Neilson has nearly
recovered from his calf injury,
and Mark Ovendale is back in
training after getting over

David Lloyd Leisure...
now in your town

Call us on 01582 692046/7

Special introductory offer on presentation
atch Day P

»

of this
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tonsillitis. Lars Hirschfeld had
missed the Huddersfield game
because of a virus infection
which soon cleared up.

Aaron Skelton has suffered a
minor setback after making his
comeback with the reserves last
Wednesday. He played 45
minutes, but suffered a localised
tendonitis problem at the bottom
of a hamstring, so he is back in
the treatment room. Happily, it is
not a major problem.

Finally this evening, congratulations
to Adrian Forbes, who also
returned to competitive football
for the reserves. He particularly
enjoyed the occasion because it
was against Norwich, his former
club. He did very well, and sailed
through the 45 minutes we gave
him.

Lee Taylor
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ANOTHER match postpone-
ment hit us last week, when
the under-19s fixture at Exeter
was called off two days earlier
because of a waterlogged
pitch. The good news is that
we have been able to sort out a
new date quickly, and the
game will be played next
Saturday, March 22. | do ques-
tion the football authorities in
having games for under-19s
played between teams so far
away. We had made arrange-
ments for some of our school-
boys to be released from
school in order to travel on the
Friday, and of course it cost us
a cancellation fee with the
hotel we had booked.

Although next season might
seem a long way off, we are
already making plans, includ-
ing recruiting our next intake
of scholars. We are looking for
families or supporters who
could offer accommodation for
boys of 16, to give them a
home from home. We pay for

their lodgings, and anyone
interested is asked to ring me
at the club.

The current world problems
and the possibility of war in
Iraq are naturally much in evi-
dence at present, and we
will be bringing in additional
checks to ensure the safety of
all, so | would ask for your
assistance and co-operation if
you are asked to have your bag
or property searched on entry
to the ground.

| am pleased to tell you that
Roberto Perroni, a presenter
on BBC Three Counties Radio,
has agreed to be guest speak-
er at the end of season
Presentation Evening, to be
held on Sunday May 4.

Some supporters have asked
about an open day at the end
of the season. They have been
very popular in the past, but |
hope you can appreciate that
this season we hope to be
involved in other things at that
time, and have put an open

day on hold

for the present.

Finally, | am always pleased
when we have a picture to
brighten this page, and | hope
you agree that today’s is cer-
tainly something out of the
ordinary!

As a club we are pleased to
support a lot of good causes,
and this week’s unusual view
of staff members was part of
our backing for Comic Relief.
Nationwide Building Society,
sponsors of the Football
League and a partner of the
England team and the FA Cup,
has linked up with the BBC to
bring a football theme to this
year's Comic Relief.

Radio 1's Mark "Chappers"
Chapman and Comedy Dave,
from the Chris Moyles show,
are trying to collect a signed
shirt from all 92 Premier League
and Nationwide League clubs
in seven days, and visited
Kenilworth Road on Tuesday.
We were happy to oblige, and
enjoyed their visit. Hopefully,
they have now completed the
full set. Nationwide, provider
of the Comic Relief credit card,
offered them £10 for every club
they visited, and if they made
all 92 in the week the donation
was to be rounded up to
£10,000.

The shirts are then to be used
for a fund-raising effort for
Comic Relief, with details of
how supporters can help, and
win one of the shirts, being
aired on the Chris Moyles
show.

Cherry Newbery
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LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB
A FTER

Saturday's
home game with Crewe, the Town
hit the road again seven days later
for the all-ticket match at
Cheltenham. Town on Tour and
the Bobbers Travel Club will both
be running coaches. Town on Tour
fares are £13 for adult members of
LT Supporters Club, £11 for junior
and senior citizen members and
£15 for non-members. The
Bobbers charge £10 for adults, £8
for concessions, Both services will
leave Luton at 11 am, with the
Bobbers beginning its pick-up trip
through the villages at Cranfield
at 10am.

Cotswolds Drive
YOU can normally motor from

Whaddon Road

Luton to Cheltenham in a little
over two hours - head for Oxford
and then on for another 40 miles
or so on the A40. The scenic route
is through Dunstable and
Aylesbury to Oxford, but it is
quicker to take the M1 south, then
the M25 towards Heathrow,
before going west on the M40.
Both routes will take you onto the

Limited offev!

10% OFF Tvavel Insuvance!

Alternatively, visit the
BOOk V\ow ! web site to syelecl our car

To book, simply call one
of Travel Extras dedicated
LTFC advisors and quote

\ 'The Hatters'.

Remember Travel Extras for
your corporate travel needs!

call now! 08707 27 37 27

rental, accommodation,
Insurance and parking - and ‘
remember to book before

31 March to receive your
Travel Insurance discount!

fravelextras

for everything but the flight

A40 into Oxford.
As you approach Oxford, turn
right at the Headington round-
about, and follow the signs to
Cheltenham on the A40. As you
get near Cheltenham, beyond
Charlton Kings, you pass a set of
traffic lights where the road from
Cirencester joins from the left. Go
straight on at that junction and at
the next lights turn right, into
Hales Road. After a mile and a half
watch out for Whaddon Road,
which is a left turn opposite a
small parade of shops, just past
Oakley GCHQ. Turn into Whaddon
Road, carry straight on over a
mini-roundabout, and within a
few minutes you will see the
ground on your right.

Mileage: About 100.

Worldwide Car R.ewntal
from LI per day!

“ Wide choice of vehicles
= Fully inclusive rates

Worldwide hotel rates
from £25 Pﬂwﬂ

/ = Hotels, apartments and villas

= Sunshine, snow and
shopping destinations

Worldwide hotel vates

Single trip and
annual policies
 Comprehensive cover

UK Aivport Parking

) from L425 per day!

¥ All major UK airports
# Guaranteed availability

travelextras.com/lifc
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Tel: 07850 560289
Fax: (01582) 616567

e-mail: gareth@go-photo.co.uk
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Eagle IPA -

Proud to sponsor
Luton Town E.C.

Your ‘local beer’
supporting your local
Football Club
Now available at the Bar!
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WE ARE fortunate at Luton Town to have a lot of
good friends and supporters in the local business
community, and this evening we are indebted again
to two of them, City Plumbing Supplies and
Storeaway Ltd, for their kindness in being joint
match sponsors.

Branch manager Mick Abbott said that City Plumbing

FOOTBALL-made Jade:
Chelsea Mansfield enjoys
a soccer treat this evening,
because she is our
commercial mascot, which
means she is a VIP guest
of the club. Ten years old,
she lives at Milton Way,
4 Houghton Regis, and
attends Southfields Junior
School, at Lewsey Farm.
Jade comes to Town matches with her dad and
Paul Dimery, and her other main hobbies are all
about sport. She likes swimming, and plays
football for Dunstable Colts, and hopes to go on
and play for our own ladies team, the Luton
Belles.
Jade's Kenilworth Road treats this evening
include a look behind the scenes, and the
chance to meet the players, including her
favourite, Tony Thorpe, in the dressing room
before going out onto the pitch with them for
the pre-match formalities.

Supplies was pleased to support
the football club for a fifth year. The

company is one of the largest plumbing and heating
distributors in the area, with a recently-opened
bathroom showroom at Bilton Way, Luton. Mr
Abbott extends a warm welcome to his customers
and suppliers, including Vogel & Noot Radiators, and
Unipipe Plumbing Fittings, and hopes they all have
an enjoyable evening.

Storeaway Ltd also have strong connections with us.
Based at Britannia House, in Leagrave Road, the
company was founded in 2000 with just one
warehouse, in Dunstable, but now has six units
strategically placed around the UK. The company
has flourished by being customer-driven and has
successfully landed many contracts. The local depot
in Luton is full of potential, and has many
advantages, including a high security level. Their
offer to all kinds of customers is the same - "Store
away all your products with us."

TONIGHT'S match ball sponsors are more good
friends, Forward Motors, of Sundon Business Park,
Luton. Managing Director John Thompsett said: "We
pride ourselves on delivering the very best in
customer care, and in recognition of this we were
nominated for an Automotive Management Award.
We understand that the modern car buyer looks for
value for money as well as the best in customer care.
Visit us, and see the great offers we have on Skoda
cars and we will show you how much we care."

Linda Layton
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IAIN DOWIE

Born 9th January 1965 in
Hatfield, Hertfordshire, made
his football league debut
whilst  with Luton Town
before moving on to join West
Ham United and
Southampton. Made 25
appearances for Northern
Ireland before trying his hand
at management with Queens
Park Rangers. Joined the new
management team at
Boundary Park under head
coach Mick Wadsworth and
progressed to manager of the
Latics in June 2002. One of
the games more likeable char-
acters.
GOALKEEPERS

13. DAVID MISKELLY
AGE 23, HEIGHT 6’0"
WEIGHT 12.06

David was born in Ards,
Northern Ireland has had to
wait for his place in the Latics

first team, and when it came
along picked up a bad shoul-
der injury (v Stoke City).
Made a comeback to the first
team at the back end of the
2001/02 season when Gary
Kelly was out with a leg
injury. Sound goalkeeper
which has brought David hon-
ours with Northern Ireland.

16. LESLIE POGLIACOMI

AGE 27, HEIGHT 6’5"
WEIGHT 12.10

Former Parramatta Power
goalkeeper joined Latics in
the summer of 2002 from the
Australian Premier League.
Very respected goalkeeper in
the southern hemisphere has
won a host of championship
cup medals. Had trials with a
number of English clubs in
the higher divisions before
Latics moved in to secure his
signature to bring him to

e To

Boundary Park.
DEFENDERS

33. CHRIS ARMSTRONG
AGE 20, HEIGHT 5'10"
WEIGHT 10.09

Talented young fullback
signed from Bury in 2002 for a
£250,000 fee. Chris has light-
ning pace and is very aggres-
sive which has not gone
unnoticed by the England set
up who gave Chris three
U20’s caps last summer in the
Toulon tournament.

15. JULIEN BAUDET
AGE 23, HEIGHT 63"
WEIGHT 12.08

French defender of some
promise who joined Latics
from Toulouse last season.
Big and strong with an eye for
goal ... unlike English defend-
ers, Julien is a very good dis-
tributor of the ball.

B S e A e

20. DAVID BEHARALL
AGE 23, HEIGHT 6’2"
WEIGHT 11.12

Another new signing this sea-
son. David spent six months
of last season on loan at

Boundary Park from
Newcastle United and
impressed so much Latics
stepped in with a permanent
offer. Very quick and good in
the air, one to watch on the
park this season.

14. MICHAEL CLEGG

AGE 25, HEIGHT 5’8"
WEIGHT 11.11

Joined Athletic last season
from near neighbours
Newecastle United, Michael’s
strongest position is that of
fullback. Three appearances
for United in the Champions
League but only nine in the
Premier League meant
Michael was loaned out to
Ipswich Town and with his
future uncertain at Old
Trafford decided to join Latics
at the end of last season.
Michael also has England
U'21 honours.

21. FITZ HALL

AGE 21, HEIGHT 6’4"
WEIGHT 12.04

Giant defender of some
promise, Fitz's career started
at West Ham United as a
schoolboy but was then

released to Barnet for his
formative years, which were
as a centre forward. Having
so called "failed" to find the
net Barnet released him to
Chesham United where Latics
picked wup the

exciting

prospect. Scored his debut
League goal with a rasping
header against Stoke City last
season and already many
clubs from the higher divi-
sions have their eyes on this
towering defender. Has the
unusual nickname of ‘One
Size'.

29. CLINTON HILL

AGE 23, HEIGHT 6°0"
WEIGHT 11.08

Clint joined Latics July 2002
from Tranmere Rovers after
agreeing a compensation fee
of £225,000 for the ex-
Tranmere youth player. A
rugged no-nonsense defend-
er who was club captain and
backbone of the defence at
Prenton Park. Scorer of valu-
able goals especially in
Tranmere's good cup runs of
late. The Prenton Park faithful
were most upset to lose this
young exciting defender
when de decided to refuse his
contract with them.

2. DEAN HOLDEN

AGE 22, HEIGHT 6’0"
WEIGHT 12.03

Another close season signing
from Bolton Wanderers who
spent seven months on loan
last term. Dean can play
either at the centre of defence
or at fullback, pacy and not
afraid of a ‘tackle or two'.
Another exciting prospect.

27. MARC TIERNEY

AGE 18, HEIGHT 5'10"
WEIGHT 11.00

Second year scholar who has
risen from the youth team.

Has figured
regularly in the

reserve team this season and
having impressed the man-
agement team was given a
place in the squad for the
Colchester game. Although
Marc didn't get on the field he
is definitely one for the future.

MIDFIELDERS

11. MATTY APPLEBY

AGE 31, HEIGHT 5'10"
WEIGHT 11.11

Matty joined Athletic from
Barnsley at the back end of
last season. Matty adds expe-
rience to Latics’ midfield with
Newcastle, Darlington and
Barnsley. Clever, strong and
good distribution are Matty's
strengths.

18. DANNY BOSHELL
AGE 21, HEIGHT 5'11"
WEIGHT 11.10

Came through the youth set
up at Boundary Park but lost
his place in the first team after
making only four appear-
ances last term. An excellent
passer of the ball, is being
groomed as an understudy to
John Sheridan.

31. TONY CARSS

AGE 26, HEIGHT 5'11"
WEIGHT 11.09

Tony’'s career started at
Bradford City before moving
on to Blackburn Rovers,
Darlington, Cardiff and
Chesterfield. Picked up the
Oldham Player of the Season
accolade in 2001/02. Busy
left-sided midfielder, likes to




push  for-

ward, was out
much of last season with a
serious injury.

6. LEE DUXBURY

AGE 33, HEIGHT 5'10"
WEIGHT 11.02

Lee seems to have been
around the Leagues for a life-
time. Experienced midfield
general and captain of
Athletic who has over 500
Football League appearances
under his belt with Bradford
City, Rochdale, Huddersfield
Town and Latics.

28. DAVID EYRES

AGE 38, HEIGHT 511"
WEIGHT 11.07

Another Latics player with
vast experience of the
Football League, over 500
appearances with Blackpool,
Burnley, Preston and Oldham
Athletic where David was
unanimously votes as the
Supporters’” Player of the
Season as well as winning the
Junior Supporters’ accolade
and the coveted Lookers
Player of the Year at Boundary
Park. Age holds no barriers
for David who still bamboo-
zles defences with his tricky
footwork ... Lethal left foot.

25. WAYNE GILL

AGE 27, HEIGHT 59"
WEIGHT 11.01

Wayne joined Athletic from
Tranmere Rovers for a fee of
£80,000 last season. Small
but busy player that has suf-
fered a great deal from injury.
Scored seven times in a 12

game loan spell with
Blackpool, previously with
Blackburn Rovers.

7. PAUL MURRAY

AGE 26, HEIGHT 5'8"
WEIGHT 10.07

Paul joined Latics from
Premier League Southampton
midway through last season
in a surprising free transfer
deal, Paul having joined
Southampton from Queens
Park Rangers for a substantial
£600,000 fee. Paul's career
began at Carlisle United
under the guidance of Mick
Wadsworth, the then
Cumbrian’s manager. Clever
passer of the ball, never-say-
die attitude won Paul England
‘B’ and Under 21 caps.

3. DARREN SHERIDAN
AGE 34, HEIGHT 5’6"
WEIGHT 11.06

Darren joined Latics from the
other Lancashire Latics of

Wigan during 2001 and
immediately made himself at
home at Boundary Park with
goals against Manchester City
and Blackpool. The tigerish
midfield player is one of the
game's great battlers, and
when the going gets tough
you can find Darren at the
forefront.

8. JOHN SHERIDAN

AGE 38, HEIGHT 510"
WEIGHT 11.12

John Sheridan is one of the
lower division's greatest
passers of a ball, recognised
by his peers for his silky skills
for which age holds no barri-
ers. Capped by lIreland 34
times for whom he has scored
five goals. John's career
began with Manchester City
before moving on without
playing a game for the Blues
to Leeds United, 230 games
and 47 goals later John made
a high-profile move to
Nottingham Forest where he
stayed for only a short period
before moving on to Sheffield
Wednesday. He became
known as one of Wednesday's
greatest ever players in his
seven-year stay at
Hillsborough before joining
Bolton Wanderers in 1996.
After having had a short spell
with Doncaster Rovers, he
joined Latics in 1998.

FORWARDS

12. WAYNE ANDREWS
AGE 24, HEIGHT 511"
WEIGHT 10.09

Striker of some repute, signed

during the close season from
Chesham United in the
Ryman League where Wayne
has been top scorer for the
past two seasons. Went on
loan to Second Division
Peterborough United where
he scored an astonishing four
goals in 29 minutes for his
debut for the Posh, unfortu-
nately due to the shortage of
cash at London Road, Posh
couldn't afford the exciting
youngster hence his arrival at
Boundary Park after Latics
manager lain Dowie’s brother
manager at Chesham recom-
mended the youngster.

19. CARLO CORAZZIN
AGE 30, HEIGHT 510"
WEIGHT 12.06

Canadian international with
Italian roots, Carlo, joined
Athletic from Northampton
Town for season 2000.
Veteran of over 300 League
appearances and scorer of
well over 100 goals.
Represented his country more
than 60 times, scoring 10
goals, Carlo is a very danger-
ous player in and around the
box.

10. JOHN EYRE

AGE 28, HEIGHT 511"
WEIGHT 12.00

John started his career at
Boundary Park where he
made 10 appearances scoring
one goal before moving on to
Scunthorpe United for a
£40,000 fee in 1994. Having
made 173 appearances and
scoring 51 times for The Irons
John left for Hull City, his

o e

home town club in a £70,000
transfer where he scored 13
times in 50 games before re-
joining the Latics under the
Bosman Ruling.

24. CHRIS KILLEN

AGE 20, HEIGHT 6’1"
WEIGHT 11.06

20 year old striker signed
from Manchester City in the
close season for a fee of
£200,000 plus appearance
related bonuses. Chris, born
in Wellington, New Zealand,
is an established international
for his native country and a
proven goalscorer, scoring 10
goals in 12 appearances for
the Kiwis. On loan at Port
Vale last season, he netted six
times in ten appearances
before going on to score four
goals for Manchester City
reserves against an experi-
enced Liverpool reserve side
in a 6-0 route of the Reds.

34. JOSH LOW

AGE 22, HEIGHT 6’ 2"
WEIGHT 13.00

Very tricky, pacy right-winger
whose career started at
Bristol Rovers where he made
22 appearances for the
Pirates. Moved to Leyton
Orient in the 1999/2000 sea-
son where he unfortunately
could not settle and after
making only five appearances
for the O's moved on to join
Cardiff City. Josh's scintillat-
ing form for the Bluebirds
earned him rave reviews and
attracted interest from
Premiership club Bolton
Wanderers and First Division

Latics moved in
in August to secure his serv-
iced on a two year contract.

32. CLYDE WIJNHARD
AGE 28, HEIGHT 5'11"
WEIGHT 12.04

Very experienced ex-Ajax,
Groningen, RKC and Willem ||
striker. Clyde scored 35 goals
in the Dutch League before
joining Leeds United for
£1.8million in 1998. Found
the net three times in 18
games for the white rose out-
fit before moving on to
Huddersfield Town were he
made 62 appearances scoring
16 times. Also had a short
spell with Preston North End
where he scored three goals
in six games. Now on the
comeback trail after suffering
an horrific car accident. Latics
were the first to step in to sign
the exciting Surinam born
striker.

9. BEN BURGESS

AGE 22, HEIGHT 6’3"
WEIGHT 14.13

Buxton-born Ben joined Latics
on loan from Stockport
County in January 2003, hav-
ing joined Stockport for a
£400,000 fee from Blackburn
Rovers. Ben came to fame
whilst on loan at Brentford
last season where he scored
18 goals in 45 appearances,
also had loan spells with
Australian side Northern
Spirit. Dangerous in the air,
tricky feet for a tall player.




Meetings with
tonight’s visitors
started in 1953 following the
Latics promotion to the old
Division Two. On the opening day
of the 1953/54 season the Town
entertained Oldham in front of a
crowd of 22,822 and a John
Downie hat-trick, on his debut,
helped earn a point in an end to
end 4-4 draw.
By the time of the return the Latics
were finding goals less easy to
come by and were propping up
the rest of the table. Two goals
from the Town's record scorer
Gordon Turner, in a 2-1 victory,
did not help their cause as
Oldham drifted towards inevitable
relegation.
Ten years were to pass before
paths crossed again, this time in
the old Division Three, but Turner
was still displaying his predatory
instincts and was on targetin a 2-
1 home defeat in November 1963.
In the following campaign the
Town secured an unlikely double
over the Latics but it was not

enough to prevent relegation to
Division Four.

After three years in the football
basement the Hatters emerged a
reborn side and their first oppo-
nents back in Division Three were
the Latics. A great deal of money
had been spent over the summer
of 1968 and it was reputed that
£90,000, a previously unheard of
amount for a club like the Town,
had been forked out on players
and improvements to the ground.
The new players, Brian Lewis,
Mike Harrison and Laurie
Sheffield all made their debuts in
front of a Kenilworth Road crowd
of 14,747 which included brand
new supporter Eric Morecambe.
The supporters did not have to
wait long before finding out
whether the new boys could
maintain their pre-season form
as, after only 17 minutes, Lewis
was upended in the area with the
resultant spot kick expertly con-
verted by Harrison.

Oldham  goalkeeper

1 the Pas
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David Best was forced to make
half a dozen excellent saves
before a Sheffield shot beat him
and cannoned of the bar for Keith
Allen to drill in the rebound. After
the interval the Town attacked,
seemingly at will, and it came as
no surprise when full-back Fred
Jardine cracked in a 25 yard shot
that beat Best all ends up.
Harrison and Bruce Rioch both hit
the woodwork before Lewis
notched the goal his clever play
deserved in the closing seconds.
The return that season was an
altogether different game with the
Town gifted an own goal in the
first minute with a wind assisted
Alan Lawson effort. The remain-
der of the match was one way
traffic as Oldham lay siege on the
Luton goal but, despite their best
efforts, an equaliser would not
come.

With the Latics relegation at the
end of that campaign it was to be
six years before paths crossed
~__again, Oldham winning 3-2 at
Kenilworth Road in
November 1975 for their first

eld in the th
August 1968

Laurie She"ffi
the Latics In

g

away victory in over 18
months. In the following
season a late goal from loa-
nee forward David Geddis
earned a valuable 1-0 win at
Luton as the Town secured
their ninth consecutive vic-
tory as they made an end
of season bid for promo-
tion.

(| The next significant meet-
“owll ing took place on the
opening day of the
1978/79 season at the
start of David Pleat's first
full campaign in the
| Luton hot seat. By sell-
ing Paul Futcher to
rManchester City, Pleat
had raised the money to
wheel and deal on the
transfer market in an

effort to ring the changes at
Kenilworth Road. In a mad sum-
mer of frantic transfer negotia-
tions the upshot was that a
bemused Kenilworth Road crowd
of 8,043 turned out to see the
Town line up with no fewer than
seven new faces against the
Latics.

By half-time the supporters were
wondering whether Pleat knew
what he was doing as the Latics
had cruised into a comfortable 1-0
lead. What was said during the
interval team talk has never been
reported but the Town steam-
rollered Oldham in the second
period, running in six goals with-
out reply, with both Bob Hatton
and David Moss netting twice on
their debuts.

The next parting of the ways came
at the end of the 1981/82 season
as the Town walked away with he
championship of the old Division
Two. During that campaign

Oldham became the first side to
prevent the Town from winning
on their travels following a 1-1
Boundary Park.

stalemate at

Revenge was sweet, however, as
the Hatters won 2-0 in the return
with future Luton star Darron
McDonough being dismissed for
a nasty tackle on Lil Fuccillo and
David Moss scoring direct from a
corner.

Oldham eventually won promo-
tion to the top flight just as the
Town were about to enjoy their
final season at that level. The
Latics were early season visitors
to Kenilworth Road and were
obviously hoping to build on their
promising start to the campaign
by beating a Hatters side that had
only one win to show from seven
starts.

Luton manager David Pleat, back
in charge for the second time,
realised that a big ‘Mick Harford
type’ centre forward was required
and decided to invest in the best
by signing Mick himself. The sec-
ond coming of Harford was greet-
ed by a rapturous home crowd
but the game started in less than
sparkling fashion with the Hatters
forced to defend in depth against
a Latics strikeforce of lan Marshall

and Graeme

Sharp.

It came as no real surprise when
Marshall headed Oldham into the
lead just after the interval, but the
game began to turn with the
introduction of fresh, young sub-
stitutes Paul Telfer and Kurt
Nogan who were prepared to run
at the Latics defence.

With five minutes to go, Nogan
put over a low cross for Harford,
who had got in front of his mark-
er, to tap the ball in. The crowd
went wild but the best was yet to
come, for in injury time hesitancy
in the Oldham defence was pun-
ished when Harford hit a sweet
overhead kick into the roof of the
net for an unlikely winner.

Since that dramatic finale, games
between the two sides have been
relatively low key affairs with the
only highspots, before this sea-
son’s dramatic win at Boundary
Park, being Stuart Douglas netting
on his debut in November 1995
and Andre Scarlett doing the
same three years later.

Roger Wash

ear.

day’s pages
The Town went for a full colour programme cover for the first
in 1976/77 and although the team group shown

1ed unchanged for the whole season it was certainly
ovement on the advert laden effort of the previous

‘Haslam's notes in the Oldham issue of 8th March
the importance of the game.
il 1 from the old Division Two the Hatters had won
t games on the trot with the stirring 2-0 home win over
s Wolves the previous weekend still fresh in the

e record, Oldham made it a tough game for the Town
late goal from David Geddis, on loan from Ipswich,
ired another valuable victory, although the normal Easter
ensured that promotion would have to wait for

ééuld have, in the meantime, bought a brand new
uld probably have paid off the mortgage by now!

\

In a late bid for
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Camden Fiat & Alfa

Stratford Road, Wolverton,
Milton Keynes

Tel: 01908 318211
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Camden Volkswagen
__Leagrave Road, Luton,
Bedfordshire, LU3 1RJ

Tel: 01582 568100
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Camden Peugeot
64 Luton Road,
Dunstable

Tel: 01582 602811

13
Starter Motors

Stratford Road, Wolverton
Milton Keynes

Tel: 01908 22552
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Camden Toyota

London Road, Dunstable,
Bedfordshire

Tel: 01582 691600

Stratford Road, Wolverton
Milton Keynes

Tel: 01908 552553

X

Audi Camden Nissan Camden Renault PEUGEOT

Meridian Audi Stratford Road, Wolverton,
Milton Keynes

Nightingale Road,

1-9London Road  Camden Peugeot
Dunstable

Woburn Road, Kempston

Hitchin el: 01908 552552 Tel: 01582 663183 Bedfordshire

Tel: 01462 439700

Tel: 01234 856161

www.camden-motors.co.uk.

Camden

Hatters Away
Blackpool
Plymouth
Cardiff
Brentford
Watford(WC)
Huddersfield
Aston Villa (WC)
Stockport
Oldham
Woking (LDV)
Crewe
Northampton
Stevenage (LDV)
Tranmere
Wigan (FAC 2)
Bristol City
Wycombe
Chesterfield
Barnsley
Peterborough
Port Vale

Notts County
Mansfield
Total:
Average:

football’s fu

Visitors to Luton
Peterborough
Barnsley
Chesterfield
Notts County
Mansfield
Swindon
Cheltenham
Wigan

Port Vale
Guiseley (FAC1)
QPR
Cambridge(LDV)
Colchester
Cardiff
Wycombe
Blackpool
Northampton
Brentford
Plymouth
Huddersfield

Fnun_datlon




ONE dramat-
moment
turned a game the Town needed
to win to keep play-off hopes
alive. After surviving for 50 min-
utes by dint of defiant defending
and a lot of luck, Huddersfield, in
trouble on and off the field alike,
were finally breached by a goal
they believed was illegal.
No offside flag waved, and Tony
Thorpe danced around the
exposed goalkeeper and
knocked in his 15th goal of the
season, his fifth in four games.
Mass protests by Huddersfield
failed to change a decision later
described by their manager as
"hideous, absolutely disgrace-
ful." Skipper Kenny lIrons and
striker Martin  Smith were
booked for dissent, and within a
minute Irons, still furious, was
yellow-carded again for an
awful tackle on Sol Davis, and
the ten men left had no chance
of preventing their 12th away
defeat of the season, which
pushed them back into the bot-
tom four.
So often we hear managers,
including Joe Kinnear, bemoan
the fact that their teams are not
ruthless enough when they have
the opposition on the ropes. He
had no cause to complain this
time, with the Town completing
another double with goals by
Peter Holmes on 71 minutes and
Steve Howard two minutes from
time.
It was merciless, and Terriers
boss Mick Wadsworth admitted
that the minute Thorpe netted
he knew his team was going to
be beaten. Huddersfield, deep in
debt, have a very uncertain
future. Wadsworth owed his job
to the parlous financial situation:
the board voted to sack him two
months ago, but couldn’t afford

Luton Town 3
Huddersfield 0
(HT 0-0)

to pay up his contract.
Wadsworth had no sympathy
for Irons. "He acted stupidly,” he
said, "But | can't fine him,
because our players are not
being paid and are owed for-
tunes. They are as good as gold,
but it can't go on."

With the scoreline blank at half-
time he hoped to go home with
at least a point. The disputed
goal changed everything. The
argument was over interpreta-
tion of the offside rule. Chris
Holland was trying to clear near
the edge of the penalty area,
when Matt Spring challenged
him. Thorpe, Joe agreed, was
forward of the action, and in an
offside position. Wadsworth
said Holland belted the ball
against Spring, and it rebounld-
ed to Thorpe "and everyone in
the ground knew he was off-
side."

Joe agreed with the referee and
his assistant. Spring went into
the tackle and the ball broke off
Holland, said the boss, and that
played Thorpe onside.

If that was a bit of a lucky break,
added the boss, it was no more
than the Town deserved in a
game in which Howard and
Ahmet Brkovic both hit the
woodwork and two more efforts
by Howard were cleared off the
line by defenders.

Howard returned after a knee
injury in place of Dean Crowe,
whose broken leg has ended his
season early. Carl Emberson
played because Lars Hirschfeld
had gone down with a virus, and
might have wished Huddersfield
had more to offer in attack — he

Replay

hardly had a save to make in the
whole 90 minutes.

Russ Perrett, in his first start
since mid November, immedi-
ately settled into his best form,
with Chris Willmott's loan end-
ing a day early because he had
suffered a knee injury in train-
ing.

Having failed to see the break-
through in the first 45 minutes,
Joe made two changes at the
interval, to replace right back
Duncan Jupp with the more
pacey lan Hillier, and to ask
Peter Holmes to put a bit more
drive on the other side, in place
of Paul Hughes.

The changes paid off handsome-
ly: Hillier did most of the work
that led to Holmes lashing in the
first league goal of his career,
and Holmes hit the cross from
which Howard netted his 16th
goal of the season.

Luton Town: Emberson; Jupp
(Hillier HT), Perrett, Coyne,
Davis; Brkovic (Robinson 85
mins), Nicholls, Spring, Hughes
(Holmes HT); Howard, Thorpe.
Unused subs: Griffiths, Bayliss.
Booked: Ahmet Brkovic and
Russ Perrett for fouls.
Huddersfield: Senior; Heary
(Worthington 83 mins), Moses,
Brown, Sharp; Mattis, Irons,
Holland (Scott 77 mins), Smith
(Stead 67 mins), Booth. Baldry.
Unused subs: Labarthe, Jeffrey.
Booked: Kenny Irons and
Martin Smith, dissent over the
Tony Thorpe goal.

Sent off: Irons, for a foul on Sol
Davis less than a minute after
his first yellow card.
Referee: lain
Berkshire.
Attendance: 6,122, including
454 diehard Terriers fans.

Williamson,

<t

ON HIS OWN... Tony Thorpe has waltzed around the goalkeeper and
is about to roll in the opening goal.

RIGHT: Top Hatter is Chris Coyne, well above Huddersfield's Andy
Booth.

BELOW: Demolition completion — Steve Howard bangs in the third
goal.

cle




A PILE OF HAPPINESS: Skipper Kevin
celebration gathering after Tony Thorpe
lead. He is under there somewhere, a

Howard and Ahmet Brkovic. =

TOP RIGHT: Peter Holmes is surrouncle
defenders, but still gets in the shot for the'
league goal of his career. :

BOTTOM RIGHT: Chris Coyne joins
attack, with the goalkeeper and
defenders in attendance.




- EVACUATION PROCEDURE

INTHEmmofanv-mmmlnthe
stadium, Luton Town FC and the
emergency services have agreed on an
evacuation procedure which is designed
to ensure the safe and controlled
evacuation of the crowd, and to ensure
their safe dispersal from the area, to
allow the emergency services to carry out
their tasks.

In the event of evacuation from all or part
of the stadium, you will receive
instructions over the public address
system on how you should leave. In an
‘evacuation of the main stand you will be
instructed to use the pitch. Stewards will
direct you to the nearest exit. It may be
that your normal exit route will not be
available. On leaving the stadium, you will
find some roads closed to pedestrians, to
enable swift and unobstructed access for
the emergency services. Please leave the
area of the ground as quickly as possible,
by the route directed. Your co-operation
will be most appreciated.

Geoff Lovell,Safety Manager.

Last Season

The Nationwide ‘Football

League saw_an.Increase in

Attendanceé of 13:5%:

>

The autherity. ..
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The Quality of the Football

Offers its condolences to Joe Kinnear on his family
bereavement. It led to the unavoidable
postponement of his guest appearance scheduled for last
Monday'’s meeting, and we are trying to organise a new date. Tickets
already purchased will still be valid.

Our next guest night, another "Any questions?" evening with three play-
ers, will be on Monday, March 31, at the Eric Morecambe Suite, 7.30pm.
Ticket prices are £2 for members of the Supporters Club, and £5 for
others, but non-members can enjoy the discount if they join LTSC at the
time they buy their tickets.

Tickets will be on sale after this evening's game in the LTSC kiosk in
Kenilworth Road, and if any are still left they will be available again at
the kiosk before and after Saturday’'s match.

70 mﬁﬁrf %@n&’fﬁ? Clals offers you more j’w (255,
W00 TG T2 Jfr” COMETACES

Fitness First Luton, SKimpot Lane, Luton, Beds, LU4 OB
Tel: 01582 560200
www.fitnessfirst.co.uk

na ball sp_onsor?-
nt on 01582 411622
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'Football Assoiation

TONIGHT | would like to take the opportunity to update you on a few of the
Community Initiatives and courses available.

SATURDAY SOCCER CLUBS FOR SEASON 2003/ 4.

For each Saturday home game in The Nationwide League next season the Football and
Community Department will be running a Saturday Soccer Club. These are open to children
of all ages and will occupy them between 10.00am and 5pm. Schools, Football Clubs or
maybe even children looking for an unusual way to celebrate their birthday or maybe just
looking for a fun day out might want to participate in these clubs.

Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. The first group to enrol will have
the choice of all of the league fixtures, and the last to enrol will have to take whatever is left.
Should the Luton Town fixture on your chosen day be postponed, your match ticket will be
valid for the re-scheduled date.

The soccer clubs will consist of the following activities:

10am till 12 noon: Professional Soccer Coaching on the new state of the art Pro Zone
at Vauxhall Recreation Club.

Buffet Lunch in the Trophy Room at Vauxhall Recreation Club.
During this time we will also run a mini quiz for the children.

THE SIX BEST SCORES WILL BE INVITED TO TAKE PART IN AN

ACTIVITY ON THE PITCH AT HALF TIME.

12.30 till 1.3pm:

1.30pm: Depart for Kenilworth Road to watch the first team game.

The coaching part of the package will be limited to 20 children, with two options to chose
from:

Coaching, buffet and match. (Child only)
Coaching, buffet and match. (Child + 1 Parent. Buffet and match)

£20.00
£35.00

In addition, for party organisers, up to four persons can be accommodated for a
buffet and match at £15 per person.

Any additional tickets required will need to be purchased at full face value.

THE PRICES SHOWN ABOVE ARE FOR SEASON 2002 / 3 AND ARE ONLY SHOWN AS A
GUIDELINE. THE PRICES WILL BE REVIEWED PRIOR TO THE START OF SEASON 2003 / 4.

Stuart Smith

The place to
shop
in Bedfordshire

SAFETY IS OUR GOAL

aﬁh\aé

VAUXHALL

Horne Lane,
Bedford -
01234 357330

Aftersales

We have instigated a new idea linked to our massively popular
Saturday Soccer School at Bramingham School. This gives you the
opportunity to purchase a season ticket to enrol on one, two or all
three of the events planned for the next year. This, of course, will
give the opportunity to enrol at reduced rates.

The planned course and price options are listed below;

The first will run for 9 weeks on the following dates:

MAY 3rd 10th 17th 31st
JUNE 21st 28th
JULY 5th 12th 19th

The second will run for 10 weeks on the following dates:

SEPT 13th 20th 27th
OocCT 4th 11th 18th 25th
NOV 8th 15th 22nd

The third will run for 10 weeks on the following dates in 2004:

JAN 17th 24th 31st
FEB 7th 14th 28th
MAR 6th 13th 20th 27th

Payment for course 1 is £3.00 per week or £23.00 for a block booking.
Payment for courses 2 and 3 is £3.00 per week or £25.00 for a block
booking.

Alternatively you can block book any two courses for £40.00 and all
three for £60.00.

If you book for two or more courses you will be issued with a proof
of payment pass which you should bring to each session.

EVENING SOCCER SCHOOL

We are now able to give you the next dates for the successful
evening soccer school at Warden Hill Junior School, Luton

THE COURSE WILL TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAY EVENINGS FOR 10
WEEKS.
STARTING AT 4.15 PM AND FINISHING AT 5.45 PM

DATES AS FOLLOWS

APRIL 3RD 10TH
MAY 18T 8TH 15TH 22ND
JUNE 5TH 12TH 19TH

COST £3.00 PER WEEK.
Payable weekly, or as a Block Booking Discounted Price of £25.00
Cheques payable to Luton Town FC Football in The Community.

’
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require confirmation of your booking.
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Or as usual to enrol on any of the initiatives, just call me on 01582 391927.

Course 3
Warden Hill Eve School

rerrrrrennennn s POSICOTR s

Bramingham Course 1 D

Bramingham Monday D Bramingham Friday D
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I will be paying £23.00 () £25.00() £40.00) £60.00() cheque Enclosed YIN............
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| acknowledge and accept that Luton Town FC, their football in the community scheme or the organisations providing the facilities and their respec-
tive agents, servants and employee's, are not under liability whatsoever in respect of personal injury, loss or damage however caused whilst in atten-
dance on the above course. Additionally | authorise the coaches employed by Luton Town Football in the Community to administer First Aid Treatment

~

7 To book on these courses please fill in the form below Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you ‘
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Majar professional teams are benefiting from Chirapractic reatment for

BACK TO BACK Chiropractic Clinic
Member of the British Chiropractic Assocuation
Registered with the General Chiropractic Couneil

To make an appointment: 01582 391000

268 Crawley Green Rd, Stopsley, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU2 OS]

.co.uk

Jutononline
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Get the latest Hatters news every Wedn

Every Wednesday read the latest
match reports, transfer news, inter-
views plus much more...

" Now Joe aské
, town t0 raise

FOR SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS CALL 01234 409218

PRINT deadlines mean that we are unable to report
tonight on our trip to Wigan on Saturday, but the
chances are that we were given a warm welcome
at the JJB.

This season has not been the best for Junior
Hatters trips, because financial restrictions mean
that many clubs feel unable to offer facilities. It
looks very unlikely that we will be able to run
Junior Hatters trips to Cheltenham, QPR or
Colchester, but we expect final confirmation short-
ly that Swindon Town will be able to accommodate
us on the last day of the season, on May 3.

We will give more information nearer the date, but
in the meantime don't forget that we offer a good
day out at weekend home games through the
Junior Hatters Saturday Club.

It kicks off at noon, with Dallow School the first

with them.
1, and goes

venue for games, usually includ-
ing football, before we go to our family room
underneath the Kenilworth Stand for a sausage
and chips lunch, and more entertainment.

The family room is open again during half time,
and at the end of the match, and all activities are
fully supervised. The price is a bargain: £5 for
Junior Hatters with season tickets, or £11 including
a match ticket. You can book through the
Community Department or by phone to Luton
391927.

Junior Hatters membership is open to any boy or
girl aged from 0 to 16 who supports Luton Town,
and if you want to know more please contact the
Community Department. There are lots of advan-
tages, including the chance to be picked as mascot
at home matches - the choice is made at random

from the membership list.
Happy Harry

VIP PARTY: Mascots, skippers and match officials
meet before kick-off for the toss of the coin, and
our picture, taken at the last home match, against

Huddersfield, shows Oliver Groom, who was doing
the honours for the Junior Hatters, and Joshua
Bottaro, who was commercial mascot.

to Tﬁ 'who suppo rts Lutm@?gE



5 0 41 CIUD SIVIS Text Service:
use your mobile to Sign up now!
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By signing up to this official service
you're directly supporting the club.

3rought to you hy www.lutontown.co.uk

onditions can be Imllulnm the mobile

* Team line-ups before kick-off

e Every league & cup goal

® Half & full time divisional round ups
* Red cards

* Exclusive match quotes from the gaffer
or key player — straight after the game!

 Exclusive club breaking news

To receive this package simply text:
CLUB LUTON GOLD ON
to 82222

* Every league & cup goal

* Full time divisional round ups
e Exclusive club breaking news
To receive this package simply text:
CLUB LUTON SILVER ON

to 82222

shiernis

If you already go to all the home games,

this one’s perfect for you!

* Every away league & cup goal

* Full time divisional round ups
for all away matches

* Exclusive club breaking news

To receive this package simply text:

CGLUB LUTON AWAY ON

to 82222

a maximum of 25p and will be
r your club's offici
zone at your club’s

EIGHTEEN-month old Shawn Borrett might grow up
with something of a split personality, depending on
whether he follows his mother and father’s interests,
or his grandparents’ love of Luton Town.

He lives in Blackpool, and was just two hours old
when he was presented with his first little "Baby
Hatter" romper suit bought from the Town's gift
shop.

The doting grandparents are well known to the shop
staff — they are Danny and Elsie Clubb, long-time
Luton Town fanatics who now live in Blackpool but
still get to just about every Town game, home or
away.

Shawn's parents are Christopher and Nikki Borrett,
and Danny admits with a pained expression: "We
love them dearly, but they're not football fans and
they were not too thrilled when we said that whatev-
er happens Shawn will be a Hatters fanatic, like us.
We couldn’t bear the thought that he might grow up
to support any other club, especially Blackpool. We
were going to bring him to Kenilworth Road in
January, when we were due to play Blackpool, but
that fell through when the game was postponed to a
midweek evening. He can already toddle so we are
buying him his first football boots next week."

WE COULDN'T resist the bright smile of Amy
Catherine Farrar, who will celebrate her first birthday
in eight days' time. She is, as you can see, born to be
a Luton Town fan.
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LUTON TOWN

FOOTBALL CLUB

Stuart Smith, her proud godfather, and close friend
of the young fan’s father, sent in the picture. Amy is
the daughter of his friends Stuart and Sarah Farrar,
of Lambourn Drive, Luton, and despite her father's
Yorkshire origins is destined to follow in her parents’
footsteps as a regular at Kenilworth Road.

They watch the Town from the Kenilworth, and
Stuart said: "Apparently Amy has inherited all her
father's bad habits and all her mother's good ones!
However that can’t be too bad, as it will guarantee
that it won't be too long before we see her in the sta-
dium."

-ph to ef a very young
like to see it published
please get in touch
litor. Please send it,
either by post to Luton
rian.swain @ btin-
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@ Digital Artwork
€ Conventional Repro
’Platemaking

® Colour Printing THERE'S no mistaking the soccer allegiance of Steve
’ Finishin Day, who lives in Perth, Western Australia. He keeps

2 ; g in touch via e-mail and the internet, having been a
® Distribution Town fan all his life.

" . "I have been over here for just over a year," he said,
‘ ‘ ’ Sta'tlonery "Trying to spread the word of Luton FC around Perth.
’ Point of Sale i | have managed to get my work colleagues interest-

. 5 ed in the Hatters, and a couple of them are looking
. Brochures into ordering Luton shirts from the web shop.

[ ] . .
Regal thho ® Commercial Print : "| proudly wore my Luton shirt to the Ashes test

’ Magazine Publishing here, and to the one-dayers, and | saw a few Hatters

fans out here on holiday, which was good.
"I listen to the games on the web, although most of
352 Selbourne Road them kick off at 11pm here. | haven't missed a game

Luton Beds LU4 8NU The Pub”SherS & P-n‘ntm Oﬂ yet, and that includes the mid week games, which
Tel: 01582 493332 normally means a 3am or 4am kick off."

. Steve's number plates were a Christmas present,

Fax: 01582 560731 SGHIB sgalﬂ and are in good company. He said: "Another set of
ISDN: 01582 560854 n'mraﬂ A’rcmﬂ plates in Perth, LTFC, is owned by my mate Mark
Email: regallitholtd90@atlas.co.uk Modelling Monographs Newman, who has had his photo in the programme

with them."
We're delighted to make it a Perth double this

www.regallitho.co.uk

Saracen shootbolt locking white
scotia bead & white gaskets
Internal or external glazed windows
10 year trades insurance
backed guarantee

1000°s of satisfied customers
throughout the Home Counties
Products available in white,
woodgrain and light oak
Coloured leaded

light specialists

Before you buy elsewhere let us quote for a free

no obligation estimate and friendly advice
Direct From Factory Prices » 0% Interest Available

ntontﬁwn.co.uk
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evening, and doubtless Steve will hear about it via
the internet. He is known as Moley on the message
board.

THE SYDNEY Opera House is the backdrop to our
other picture, featuring the Willmott family, who are
back home in Batford Road, Harpenden after a holi-
day in Australia.

Nigel Willmott made sure he and his sons Sam, 9,
and the younger Matthew carried their colours with
them to the other side of the world.

"I have been a season ticket holder for many years,"
he said, "And | am slowly convincing my eldest son
to be a Luton supporter rather than a Chelsea fan - so
far so good. My younger son already has good taste
in football clubs!

"We were in Australia visiting family, but kept in
touch with how Luton were doing through Hatters
World. As my eldest son is reading this he apparent-
ly has been a Luton supporter since he was four, so |
don’t know where the Chelsea thing came from. Both
boys like going to Luton, but prefer away games like
Torquay and Shrewsbury.’

ipporters in their club colours any-
to see published please send
by e-mail to brian.swain @btin-
a day-time phone number.
hotographs back, but don't
| in the world items some-




The

Football /%
Emporium ¢

225 High Street, Bromley, Kent

JSTRIKING
BRAND NEW
MIFSUBISHI'S

from only

£7995

and a full range
of Mitsubishi
pre-owned vehicles

also available
e SALES = SERVICE = PARTS

Good luck Hatters, may your success continue this season

WHETHER IT BE A BIRTHDAY OR
CHRISTMAS PRESENT, OR EVEN A GIFT
FOR YOURSELF, YOU WILL FIND
SOMETHING UNIQUE, INTERESTING, OR
EVEN AMUSING, FOR SUPPORTERS OF
ALL CLUBS, AT THE FOOTBALL
EMPORIUM. OR IF BROMLEY IS A
LITTLE FAR, VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.PREMIERIMAGE.CO.UK

OR CALL FOR A BROCHURE
020 8464 9421

www.hummingbirdmotors.co.uk

World Cup Merchandise ~ Clothing ~ Original Art
Books ~ Photography ~ Autographs ~ Toys & Games
Housewares ~ Memorabilia ~ Antiques ~ Ephemera

It's affordable, It's available now. So what's stopping you? For details visit www.allelectriccj.co.uk or phone 0121 355 0110

Hitchin Road Stopsley, Luton,

Bedfordshire. LU2 TUG CANNON LANE = “-{:::f‘_ e
01582 725506 .. -

OFFICIAL FUEL CDNSUMPTEDN FIGUHES N MP{ FDFI THE JEEP CHEHOKEE 4 SPGHT URBAN U EITHA URBAN 32.8, COMBINED 26.7 OFFICIAL CO* EMISSIGN IS 53 COz G/KM
BATURL O THE ACAD AND INCLUIDES OME YA ROAD FIST REGISTRATION FELL PRICES A0 SPECECATIO

) Lute  Town's official website at
www.lutontown.co.uk

new business environments

refurbishment iln'te plifony - e silign and bl d

'All In One Solution' providing services from
complete commercial property refurbishment
design and build to individual office installation

Design and Build
Joinery
Suspended Ceilings

contrac

ts

Painting and Decorating
Electrical

Carpets and Flooring
Partitioning

Exteriors
Refurbishment

SPONSORS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOXES NET

Tel: 01525 405430 / 840426 Fax: 01525 840095 www.cpcontracts.co.uk
CP Contracts, The old Coach House, 6 Woburn Street, Ampthill, Bedfordshire MK45 2HP

London

Midlands

LONDON

Join Britain’s fastest growing
trade union. Phone me on:

0800 731 81 51

BullAenny

Paul Kenny
GMB London Regional Secretary

~ GMB—PROTECTING OVER 80,000 PEOPLE AT WORK IN THE LONDON REGION

South East




EasyPull bearing puller A
A new lightweight design of bearing jaw puller with a

spring mechanism for faster gripping behind the

component is reckoned to be one of the easiest and ™ )
most efficient pullers currently available and has now

been launched by SKF. As part of the design, a shear

pin has been included, to ensure operator safety in the eq
event of excessive force being applied.

Some 16 per cent of premature bearing failures can be
attributed to bad fitting. The most common fault is the 0 Of an exte e range
use of brute force, while ignorance or laziness regarding of qua prod and se 2
use of the correct tools for the task is a major contributor.
Available in three sizes to provide maximum withdrawal
forces between three and eight tonnes (30 kN to 80 kN) overall pla and \
the pullers have been designed in a modular fashion to profitab 5 PRt
allow simple replacement of worn or damaged parts. o : RETEY

T

SYSTEM MultiPoint automatic lubricator - - s e 3.4
SKF's SYSTEM MultiPoint is a new, automatic lubricator for g 1754
multiple grease lubrication points. It can automatically lubricate " § -
each point simultaneously with the correct amount of lubricant datalogue 1 Iy § kit {
and therefore removes human error and neglect in installations 3 ; !
where multiple lubrication points prove to be time consuming

and liable to be forgotten. With research showing that 36% of all

bearings fail prematurely due to incomect lubrication, SYSTEM

MultiPoint will facilitate longer bearing life and increased uptime.

SYSTEM MultiPoint's high-pressure capability, of 40bar / ;
600psi, allows grease to be dispensed at the high rates required aots and
in multiple bearing applications. Feed lines can be run to
five metres in length, with up to eight lines connected to the
lubricator. An alarm function wams of blocked feed lines and T
empty cartridges, and it also stops the lubricator operating
when a machine isn't running. ;" 7

’
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MARLIN condition detector (MCD) % ST il |} 100 AR 0N 28
The MCD from SKF enables a simple but extremely A ﬂ :. £ :
effective means of checking the health of a machine. Vibration e e i
and temperature are measured to assess the machine's state.
Providing an inexpensive, easily learned first step into
condition monitoring, the MCD is ideal for users unfamiliar P 0 L I CY STATE M E NT )
with machine diagnostic measuring techniques. At the same
time, when coupled with an extensive range of sister units
and accessories, the condition detector can be integrated
into broader plant-wide condition monitoring strategies.
By measuring vibration velocity the user can identify
problems such as imbalance, misalignment, mechanical
looseness or wear. SKF employs a vibration monitoring
technique within the MCD that involves the use of
acceleration enveloping, which makes gear and bearing R M
wear easier to detect.

The Chairman and Directors of Luton Town Football Club
undertake to ensure as far as humanly possible that all
activities that take place at the Kenilworth Road Stadium
are conducted in such a way that as far as is reasonably
practical the safety of everybody at the stadium is

Po
. ; assured.
QilCheck monitor It is the policy of the Chairman and Directors to ensure
A new hand-held and extremely simple to use method of P g
determining the degree of degradation and contamination of that the condltlons set out iIn the Genera' safetv
mineral and synthetic oils is now available from SKF, along with pa Certificate, issued under the Safety at Sports Grounds
the facility to provide a full diagnostic service through detailed . = 4
lubrication analysis procedures y . ACtl 1975: are fU"V compiled with.
The hand-held monitoring device is a comparative It is the Club's policy to provide at any activity sufficient and competent staff
instrument, which enables optimised intervals to be maintained "
between oil changes. It detects and measures the dielectric and management systems to ensure as far as humanly possible the safe
constant in a used oil sample, which is compared against = = = a2 = H
resils b o i UM MBI o B S i " admission, accommodation and exiting of spectators attending the stadium.
and brand. These systems will be subject to continual monitoring, testing and updating
Al that is required is for a few drops of sample oil to be
placed in a circular recess from which a sensor will determine Where "ecessarV'

the appropriate value. The display is via a green/red grading
indicator and a 1-100 numerical readout

/%/éa ﬁ/atm'(-é%a//?& Chairman Reviewed August, 2002.

SKF (U.K.) Limited
01582 496436 marketing.uk@skf.com www.skf co.uk




Function &

Conference Suites at
Kenilworth Stadium

LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB

,:‘_v"‘ﬁ'ﬂn—," St s

s s

For meetings, receptions, presentations,
parties, AGM's or product launches, all year
round.

Luton Town Football Club offers unique
facilities with a warm welcome.

Six function rooms offering professional
catering from coffee to buffets to waitress
silver service, from 8 to 80 persons.
Comprehensive business facilities include
projectors and screens, flip charts, fax and
photocopying.

Room layouts can be boardroom, theatre or
banqueting.

Bar, dance floor and disco information
available on request

P

Reception | Conference

Function Suite or Bar only | or Dinner

Eric Morecambe Suite| 100 80

Century Club 100 80

Kenilworth Suite 100 50

Joe Payne Lounge 100 45

Millennium Suite 10 35

The Boardroom 50 30
. J

For more information call the
Commercial Department on
01582 411622 or
email: commercial@lutontown.co.uk

www.lutontown.co.uk

LUTON Town Belles under-11
squad overcame Stevenage
Borough Juniors 2-0 to lift the
League championship with
games to spare. With three still
to play, they lead nearest rivals
Watford by a massive margin
of 16 points.

The girls have won 15 of the 16
league matches they have
played so far this season, and
are renowned for their free-
flowing football, which has
won them friends all over the
Home Counties.

The bubbly looked like it would
have to remain on ice as Luton
dominated the match but
could not get the all-important
breakthrough until they were
awarded a penalty with seven
minutes left.

Leading scorer Lauren Bruton
made no mistake from the

: -;~;§ﬂ1§ﬁl‘au|‘-.« —
n. .1  gt L

M =

spot, and Jasmine Hall made
sure of the points with a sec-
ond four minutes later.

Qur picture shows the happy
champions. From right to left
are Robyn Wilfort, Jade
McEntaggart, Nikki Baker
(Coach), Yasmin Hickling,
Stephanie White, Kelly Moss,
Sian Hall, Jasmine Hall,
Georgia Day, Sarah Gaitely
(Manager), Livi Robinson and
Lauren Bruton.

The Belles will be moving into
under-12 eleven a side football
next season, and are looking
for a generous sponsor to
replace their outdated kit. |If
you are able to support, please
get in touch through the con-
tact details below.

Meanwhile the senior team
travelled to Carterton Rangers
for a top of the table clash, and

Ty ‘rz “it’.‘" »_‘il...

...\
7

secured

valuable 1-1 draw. In a hard-
fought match played in high
winds, Luton fought back to
equalise with ten minutes left
through Fay Howell. The pro-
motion place is now in the
Belles hands with four league

matches left.
Pave Baker

3 (calls eost 60p per minute at all times)




Malf Price Kit Sale

ammrdiss Goalkeeper Only

Sale Continues
Until Stock Clears

' Beanie Bear plus Ladies

Antique Leather Purse
Only £6.99

®
Toddler Kit
£22-99 £11.49

Shirts

Childrens £29:99 £14.99
Youths XL £29:99 £14.99
) Adults £39.99 £19.99

: Long Sleeve Shirts
Adults Only £42:99 £21.49

Shorts
Childrens £15:99 £7.99

, - Adults ~ £19.99 £9.99
e ' =

15” Kohair Bear plus
Ladies Leather Note Wallet

Not to be issed! Only £8.99

rsshopcom




G Nationwide

Time to get a bigger sofa?

/!

LY .

¢

Time for a Nationwide Personal Loan

rate ever

7.9%

APR FIXED

Our lowest

Call us today for a quick decision e

Nationwide. Proud to be different

“a www.nationwide.co.uk | & 0800 30 20 10 | g or just call in
Credit Card | Insurance | Investments | _Loans | Mortgages | Pensions | Savings |

LOANS ARE SUBJECT TO AN APPLICANT'S FINANCIAL STANDING AND ARE AVAILABLE TO THOSE AGED 18 OR OVER. CREDIT FACILITIES PROVIDED
BY AND WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE FROM NATIONWIDE TRUST LIMITED, NATIONWIDE HOUSE, 20 LOWER DAGNALL STREET, ST. ALBANS,
HERTS AL3 4RR. NATIONWIDE TRUST 15 A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONWIDE BUILDING SOCIETY. PLEASE NOTE FOR VARIOUS LEGAL,
REGULATORY AND CUSTOMER SERVICE REQUIREMENTS YOUR CALL MAY BE RECORDED.

Luton Town 2 Brighton & Hove Alb 0
A VERY good game produced a pleasing result
for us. Both teams were up for it: Brighton
needed a point to clinch the championship,
and we wanted to win for a top four finish. We
were also determined that the title was not
going to be won by someone else on our pitch!
We were able to field our best under-16 side for
some time, and it was encouraging to see how
they compared with the best team in the
league.

The first half was lively, competitive and a bit
scrappy, with each side unable to convert the
best chances created. Trialist goalkeeper Liam
Bevan made a good save to keep us level, and
Keith Keane was unlucky with a header which
dropped onto the top netting.

Brighton were happy to get to half time with a
blank scoreline, but we took the game to them
in the second half and eventually were
comfortable winners. Mutsa Magadah's pace
caused them problems, and it was surprising
that we did not score until 15 minutes from the
end. But it was a goal worth waiting for. Sean
Ridgway brought a good save out of the

ra

keeper, and from Richard

Mansell's corner Keane powered

in a fantastic header at the far post.

Brighton tried to get back, and Liam Smyth
cleared off the line to preserve our lead before
we clinched the game in the 88th minute. The
keeper blocked a run by Ridgway and as the
ball rebounded to the edge of the penalty area
Magadah turned and chipped a clever shot into
the net.

Luton Town: Bevan, Smyth, R. Mansell,
Blythe, D. Deeney, Keane, Burrows, Ridgway,
Maitland (Freeman HT), Magadah, Danaher
(Pendleton 25 mins).

APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets: Blythe
19, D. Deeney 18, Ridgway 17, Smyth 16(3),
Mountford 16, Magadah 15(3), Blake 13{2), Brill
13, De Souza 12(2), P. Clark 11(3), Shea 9(3),
Danaher 9(3), Reid 8, Keane 8, Pendleton 5(6),
Freeman 5(1), Green 4(5), Maitland 4(2),
Skelton 4(1), Barrett 4, R. Mansell 4, Howell 3,
Hurst 3, Burrows 3, Sinclair 2(12), Richardson
1(3), McCarthy 1(2), Robinson 1(1), Barnett 1,
R. Clark 1, Bevan 1, Kelly 0(2), S. Foley 0(1).

FL Youth Alliance Under-17 Goals: Magadah 10, Ridgway 5, Freeman 4, P.
August Clark 4, Keane 4, Blythe 3, Maitland 2, Shea 1,
17 Brighton A 0-3
24 Peterborough A 6-0 Shea, Barnett, Barnett 1 R. Mansell 1, Blake 1.

Blythe, Freeman, -
Keane, Maitland. Mark Klagway
September
7 Southend A 21 Ridgway 2 pens 7
;? gg:lljtsr:outh : ;-g Magadah The under-19s fixture at Exeter was
b Caithoiiiar e e LSRR postponed because of a waterlogged
gmbef ORI e, pitch, and has been re-arranged for next
olc! er Magadah, Keane, Blythe

19 QPR H 02 X Saturday
26 Wycombe A 4-1 Magadah 4
November
2 L. Orient A 13 Ridgway FLYA UNDER-17 SE CONFERENCE
9 Brentford H 0-0
16 Cambridge H 11 Maitland P W D L F A Pts
23 Colchester A 31 Freeman 2, Keane Brighton 21 14 3 4 48 23 45
AR Sy Aiplal s UMageusimb ik Peterborough 22 13 6 3 45 20 45
7 Wycombe H 02 L. Orient 22-.13 4 5 46 19 43
14 L. Orient H 01 Luton Town 21 10 5 6 36 28 35
January Wycombe 229 BRsudoe S0y a5 133
11 Brentford A 141 Freeman Cambridge 21008 5 B 41036 129
ﬁsb Peterborough H 1-0  Blythe Colchester 22 7 5 10 37 50 26
ebruary
8 Southend H postponed E%gsmouth 51 :5; 'I?O g 121_2, zg 3;
15 Portsmouth A 2-6 Clark 2 28
22 Gillingham H 31 Magadah 2, Blake, Gillingham 21 5 4 12 38 56 19
March Southend 21 4 6.1 30 54 18
8 Brighton H 20 Keane, Magadah Brentford 21 4 5§ 12 29 49 17
22 Southend H J
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Luton Town 2 Norwich City 2

OMBIF in the first 20 minutes, the draw was
not a bad result, but | was disappointed with our
performance in a game which we should have won.
We had plenty of the ball, but wasted too much
possession.

Adrian Forbes and Aaron Skelton came through half
the match on their returns after injuries, but obviously
both need games to get back to match fitness.

Poor defending cost us two early goals. The first
followed a miskick by Dean Brill from a back pass by
Rob Gillman. He got no distance with his clearance
attempt, and a striker hooked the ball into the net. It
was a skilful finish, but | felt Brill could have saved: he
didn’t try to reach the ball, thinking it was going over
the bar. For the second goal we had four at the back
but failed to deal with a lone runner, who punished us.
Norwich had two quick forwards, whose movement
caused problems for Gillman and David Bayliss, and
set an example which | felt our strike force could have
followed.

But at least we created chances, with Lee Mansell
hitting the bar and missing a one-on-one, and Carl
Griffiths miskicking in front of goal.

Griffiths put us back into the game after 38 minutes,
slotting in from about eight yards, and he followed up
with the equaliser on the hour mark, from another
close-range strike.

They were rare bright spots in our performance. Too

eserve

often our passing let us down,
with players unable to find

colleagues even from five or ten yards.

Our second-half performance was better, but not up to
the required standard, although we had more legs
when Curtis Davies and Joe Deeney went on as subs.
Luton Town: Brill, Skelton (Davies HT), Bayliss,
Gillman, Barnett, Forbes (Deeney HT), O'Leary, Leary,
Okai (R. Mansell 85 mins), L. Mansell, Griffiths.

OUR next scheduled Avon Insurance Combination
fixture is away to Brentford next Tuesday, and we are
still awaiting new dates for postponed home games
against Cheltenham and Crystal Palace.

APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets: L. Mansell
15(1), Leary 13(2), Foley 11(1), Holmes 11, Skelton 10,
Hillier 9, J. Deeney 8(1), Fotiadis 8, Griffiths 7, Gillman
6(3), Barnett 6(2), Osborn 5(8), Okai 5(6), Brill 5(1),
Ovendale 5, Kimble 5, Bayliss 5, Hughes 4, Neilson 4,
O’'Leary 3(5), Barnett 3(2), Brkovic 3, Emberson 3,
Perrett 3, Judge 2(4), Eberendo 2(2), Howell 2(1),
Beckwith 2, Thorpe 2, Michael Johnson 2, Crowe 2,
Jupp 2, Davies 1(5), Forbes 1, Davis 1, Kovacevic 1, De
Souza 1, Berthelin 1, Nicholls 1, Maitland 1, Viander 1,
Pandong 1, McAllister 1, Foyewa 1, Marvin Johnson
0(1), R. Mansell 0(1).

Goals: Griffiths 5, Judge 4, Fotiadis 3, Brkovic 3,
Crowe 2, Howell 2, Thorpe 2, Skelton 1, Eberendo 1,
Holmes 1, Gillman 1, Barnett 1, Maitland 1, Mansell 1,
Leary 1.

AVON COMBINATION TABLE Brlan Steln
P W D L F A Pts [ August )
Wed 14 Bristol City(LC) A 03
Crystal Palace 18 14 3 1 50 13 45 Wed 21  Reading A 1-2 Skelton
Portsmouth 17 N1 3 3 .38 13 36 ;Med zab Bristol Rov H 1-1 Griffiths
. eptember
Norwich 18 9 8 1 28 12/ :36 Wed 4 Millwall H  2-1 Griffiths 2(1p)
Colchester 19 10 4 5 29 17 34 Wed 18 Swindon A 4-0 Fotiadis 2, Eberendo, Howell
Plymouth 17710 1 6 29 25 31 gledbzs Peterborough H  4-1 Thome 2, Fotiadis, Holmes
Brighton 16 -9 L8 el =l a0 Wed® Plymouth A 40 Brkovic 2, Gillman, Jud
Brentford 18 9 3 6 33 28 30 Wed 16 W\;'T:;be H 31 Judge 2, Howell
Bristol City 18 8 4 6 33 32 28 Wed 30 Cambridge A 1-0 Barnett
Swindon 16 8 2 6 23 26 26 November
. Wed 13 QPR H postponed
Reading 168 7 S4n “BECIRE RS Wed 20 Wootton (BSC) A 00 Won 43 on pens
L. Orient 20 6 7 7T 35 35 26 Wed 27 Northampton A 1-3 Judge
Millwall 18 7 4 7 21 23 25 December
Luton Town 15 6 6 3 29 18 24 JWud 11 Barnet H 1-2 Maitland
i anuary
Cardiff 18 6 6 6 19 18 24 Wed 8  Brighton A Postponed
QPR 16 6 5 5 22 22 23 Wed 22 Bournemouth H  4-4 Crowe 2, Brkovic, Mansell
Oxford 18 7 2 o 28 28, 23 Wed 29 Leyton Orient A 1-1 Leary
Southend A I e U TS renruary
Wed 12 Southend A 0-0
Cheltenham 16 6 38 7 32 28 2 Wog 16 Comifr e
Wycombe 19 5 4 10 18 36 19 Wed 26 Cheltenham H Postponed
Cambridge 16 5 3 8 25 28 18 March
Wed 5 C. Palace H Postponed
Peterborough 17 5 3 9 25 35 18 Wed 12 Norwich H  2-2 Griffiths 2
Bournemouth 19 4 5 10 28 40 17 Wed 26 Brentford A 2pm
Bristol Rov 20 4 5 11 29 3 17 aj!!‘l; o e, i
e e olchester pm
S'”r't';lgha": 12 g ; 1% gg} gg -112 Tue8  Bedford (BSC) A 7.45pm
orthampton Wed 23 Portsmouth H 2pm
| Barnet 20 052 S IEERER BT S8 | Mon 28 Oxford A 2pm o)

PETT  S e
- www.lutontown.co.uk
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WINNING

MARGINS

CLEAN

SHEETS

Gmswonby: 1gl 2gls 3gls

Wigan 10
Crewe 7
Cardiff 1
Bristol City 7
Oldham n
QPR 6
Tranmere 12
Luton n
Blackpool 7
Plymouth 7
Wycombe 4
Brentford 9
Chesterfield 10
Swindon 6
Mansfield 7
Stockport 6
Barnsley 9

Colchester 7
Notts County 5
PortVale 8
Peterborough 5
Huddersfield 6

Northampton 5

Cheltenham 3
HEADERS

SCORED
Oldham 16
Wigan 15
Tranmere 13
Wycombe 13
Barnsley 12
Cardiff 12
Plymouth 12
Stockport 12
Crewe n
Blackpool 10
Luton 10
Peterborough 10
Cheltenham 9
Mansfield 9
Port Vale 9

GOALS

o

13

BN 2NN BOBNRAESNRERUNNSNSRE RO
=W == a W O O0ONOON S WWNNO B =N -

agls
0
1
3
1
2
2
1
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0

"'I CO0O0 0000000 ==0000—200 =0

Luton
Blackpool
QP37
Northampton

: c..wdiﬁ": .‘ 4

Crewe
Cheltenham
Wycombe
Bristol City

Mansfield

Tranmere

HEADERS
COMCEDED
Brentford 18
Mansfield 18
Chesterfield 15
Notts County 14
Port Vale 14
Barnsley 12
Cheltenham M
Colchester n
Swindon n
Luton 10
Stockport 10
Blackpool 9
Bristol City 9
Tranmere 9

: PER GAME -

Mark

Iyseden

Aggregate % Capacity

123,71
130,827

231379

92,191

232,784

124,325
88,91
14,177

75721

223,194
126,925
93,420

148,346
167,003

Tony Clyde

69
68
67
67
65
64
63
60
60
55
49
49

Player: Robert Rob Luke

Earnshaw  Hulse Beckett  Stallord  Christe  Thorpe  Wijnhard
geGls: 28 21 25 21 18 12 8
WCGls: 3 1 1 1 0 0 2
FACGls: 1 0 1 0 1 1 1
DV: 0 4 0 0 0 2 0
Gls/Gme: 0.76 0.74 0.64 0.56 0.54 0.52 0.52

S

Gmswithout Lge
conceeding  Pos
Wigan 19 1
Oldham 6 4
QPR 5.6
Cardiff 14 3

Chesterfield 14 17
Baoicy 13 5
ristol

Brentford 13 182

Luto
Huddersﬁeld 12 293

Blackpool 11

Peterborough 11 19
Wycombe = 10 11
Plymouth 9 10
Cheltenham 9 22
Northampton 9 24
Tranmere 8 7

Notts County 8 14
Colchester ~ 8 15
Port Vale 8 20
Stock 6 18
Mansfield 5 21
Swindon 4 13
Barnsley 4 16

Sam
Parkin
19

0.51

Steven

Howard  Haworth  Murray  Murphy
16 16 13 14
1 1 0 0
0 1 3 2
0 0 5 1
0.49 0.49 0.47 0.45

Slmon

FAILED _

TO SCO

Gms without
scoring
Huddersfield 19
Northampton 17
Mansfiel 15
Peterborough 14
Chesterfield 14
Swindon 12
Brentford 11
Wycombe n
Blackpool n
Cheltenham 10
Port Vale 10
Barnsley 10
Plymouth 10
Bristol City 10
Colchester
Tranmere
QPR
Oldham
Stockport
Notts County
Crewe
Luton
Cardiff
Wigan

VOO WYWw
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Premiership
67,691Man U v Southmpton
14,253 Fulham v Boro
Division 1

33,016 Derby v Reading

849 Wimbledon v Rotherham |
Division 2

18,085 Bristol C v Plymouth
2,721 Colchester v Wigan
Division 3

22,319 Hull v Hartlepool

1576 Macc v Hartlepool

THE TOWN'S draw at Wigan turned out to be par
for the course, with six more of the weekend's 12
Second Division games ending all-square. It was
good news in terms of the Town remaining just
four points shy of the play-off places, but the bad
news is that the top five are breaking away.
Bristol City were the only winners out of the top
eight, with Danny Wilson taking another dividend
from his loan signing of Mark Robins from
Rotherham.

He got the only goal of the game against
Peterborough at Ashton Gate as City made it five
wins out of the last six. Robins has netted four in
his six games so far, and Wilson thinks his men
could yet make a bid for automatic promotion. He
figures Wigan are championship certainties, but
thinks City could snatch second place.

One or two other ex-Luton men might be thinking
along similar lines, including Lennie Lawrence at
Cardiff, and tonight's visiting manager lain
Dowie.

Cardiff's 3-3 draw at Tranmere came courtesy of a
Robert Earnshaw hat-trick which puts him well
clear as the Division's top marksman with 33
goals.

Nationwide League Division Two
HOME AWAY

PWDLFA WDLF A GD Pts
Wigan 3711 7 1 3114 133 227 B 36 82
Crewe 3710 3 6 2616 10 6 3 3719 28 68
Cardiff 36105 3 2914 9 54 2718 24 &7
Oldham 378 5 6 2816 107 12415 21 66
Bristol City 37115 3 3213 8 3 73026 23 65
QPR 3711 3 4 3017 &6 7 6 2323 13 61
Tranmere 37106 4 2821 7 3 82331 -1 59
Luton Town 378 4 62921 8 562728 7 57
Blackpool 37106 3 3017 5 4 91728 2 55
Plymouth 37.8 B ib 31 2T B AT F20:220 818
Wycombe 378 5 6 3729 4 591720 5 46
Brentford 377 6 62116 5 4 91728 -6 46
Swindon 377 4 72424 5 6 82330 -7 46
Notts County 37 7 7 5 3028 3 8 7 2427 -1 45
Colchester 377 6 6 2217 4 6 82031 -6 45
Barnsley 376 6 6 2225 5 5 92228 -9 44
Chesterfield 37 9 4 5 2319 3 3 1312 34 -18 43
Stockport 376 6 6 3030 5 1131829 -11 40
Peterborough 36 5 5 7 1917 4 7 8 17 30 -11 39
Port Vale 376 4 82326 4 5101833 -17 39
Mansfield 378 2 93537 3 4112139 -20 39
Cheltenham 37 5 6 8 1927 3 7 8 2128 -15 37
Huddersfield 37 6 6 6 2020 3 3137 27 -20 36
Northampton 37 6 3 9 1922 3 5111436 -25 35

The recent form stats show

that Wigan and Tranmere are the

only top teams not to have lost in their last six
outings. Wigan's last six results have been three
wins and three draws. That has enabled them to
open up a big gap on Crewe, who have won two,
drawn one and lost three. Cardiff's run is two
wins, three draws and one defeat, and Oldham'’s
is three wins, two draws and one loss, away to
Bristol City, who have won four and lost two. QPR
have won three, drawn two and lost one, and
Tranmere have won four and drawn two. The
Town's last six are two wins, one draw and three
defeats.

Oldham come to Kenilworth Road with a hugely
impressive away record. They were the last team
in the country to suffer an away defeat when they
went down 2-0 at Ashton Gate three weeks ago.
Until then they had won ten and drawn seven of
their away games in the league, and tonight is
their first away match since then.

Their victories came at Peterborough, Notts
County, Colchester, Swindon, QPR, Chesterfield,
Crewe, Tranmere, Stockport and Mansfield. The
draws were at Brentford, Blackpool, Port Vale,
Plymouth, Barnsley, Wycombe and Cardiff.
Oldham's last six matches: Stockport A 2-1, Notts
County H 1-1, Mansfield A 1-0, Bristol City A 0-2,
Colchester H 2-0 and QPR H 0-0. The Oldham boss
might have enjoyed denying the home side two
points — he had two spells as caretaker manager
at Loftus Road, with the second ending a couple
of years ago when lan Holloway took over and
dispensed with his services.

Brian Swain

Tonight's Other Second Division Games

Barnsley v Tranmere
Cardiff v Blackpool
Chesterfield v Colchester
Huddersfield v Mansfield
Northampton v Notts County
Peterborough v Wycombe
Plymouth v Crewe
Port Vale v Brentford
QPR v Cheltenham
Stockport v Wigan
Tomorrow
Swindon v Bristol City
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Sat 10 Aug| PETERBOROUGH UNITED H L 2-3| 7,860 | 16th B Curson 2/1/0/0 (B 0
Tue 13 Aug Blackpool A L 2-5| 6,377 22nd M Clattenburg [ 2/2 | 0/0 | [] [] 0
Sat 17 Aug Plymouth Argyle A L 1:2] 10,973 | 23rd T Parkes a1 [ 10 ] [} []
Sat 24 Aug BARNSLEY H L 2-3| 6,230 23rd R Beeby 1/1]0/1 [] 3 [ BN ]
Mon 26 Aug Cardiff City A D 0-0] 13,564 | 24th P Danson 31| 0jo [] o | [] []
Sat 31 Aug CHESTERFIELD H w 3-0] 6,060 | 21st P Taylor 1/3/0/0 [ [
Sat 7 Sep Brentford A D 0-0] 7,145 21st D Pugh 21| 0f0 ® []
Tue 10 Sep Watford A w 2-1] 14,171 | wci P Walton 2/1]0/0 = [ NN
Sat 14 Sep NOTTS COUNTY H D 2-2| 6,456 21st A Kaye 2/2/0/0 [ i [] []
Tue 17 Sep MANSFIELD TOWN H [ 2-3| 6,004 | 23rd B Knight 2/0 [] []

Sat 21 Sep Huddersfield Town A w 1-0] 9,249 19th F Stretton 210 o ®
Sat 28 Sep SWINDON TOWN H w 3-0] 6,393 | 15th P Joslin 1/1 P
Wed 2 Oct Aston Villa A L 0-3| 20,833 | we2 CWebster  [2/0 [ ] []

Sat 5 Oct. Stockport County A w 3-2] 5932 14th M Cowburn 42 i B [ BN ] [ ]
Sat 12 Oct CHELTENHAM TOWN H w 2-1] 6,447 | 10th CPenton 1/1 []

Sat 19 Oct Oldham Athletic A w 2-1] 6,916 10th C Boyeson 32 B [] sus 0
Tue 22 Oct Woking A w 2-0] 1,216 | LDVVT1 M Thorpe 1/2 [ ] J |
Sat 26 Oct WIGAN ATHLETIC H [] 1-1] 7,364 | 10th S Tomlin 2/3 [] [ ] [ ] []

Tue 29 Oct Crewe Alexandra A W 1-0] 6,030 gth T Bates 2/0 =5 [] []

Sat 2 Nov Northampton Town A L 0-3] 5,750 10th P Durkin 0/0 % ; [ ]

Sat 9 Nov PORT VALE H D 0-0| 6,112 | 10th P Robi 1/2 & ® N [ ] sus [ ] 0|
Tue 12 Nov Stevenage Borough A w 4-3| 2,601 | LDVVT2 P Rejer 0/1 = [ ] 0]
Sat 16 Nov GUISELEY H w 4-0] 5248 | Fac1 J Ross 0/1 7 [] [] [
Sat 23 Nov| QUEENS PARK RANGERS H D 0-0] 9,477 8th E Wolstenholme [4/2 [ HNK] 0
Sat 30 Nov| Tranmere Rovers A [ 3-1| 8,273 7th A Penn 1/3 o 0

Sat 7 Dec Wigan Athletic A L 0-3] 4,544 | FAC2 H Webb 3/1 [] [ ] sus [ ] sus 0
Tue 10 Dec CAMBRIDGE UNITED H L 1-2| 3,578 | LDVVT3 M Jones 3/2 [] sus 0
Sat 14 Dec COLCHESTER UNITED H L 1-2| 5,890 8th MCowburn  [1/2 % [] [] ® |sus Sus 0

Sat 21 Dec Bristol City A 3] 1-1] 14,057 8th M Cooper 5/1 ® |[sus [] 0
Thu 26 Dec CARDIFF CITY H w 2-0| 7,805 6th PAr g |0/5 sus [ ] @ | sus [ ] [] 0

Sat 28 Dec Wycombe Wanderers A W 2-1| 7,740 6th P Walton 1/1 [] Sus 0

Wed 1 Jan Chesterfield A L 1-2] 4,638 Bth M Ryan 4/2 ® () 0

Sat 18 Jan Barnsley A w 3-2| 9,079 7th S Mathieson 24 sus Sus [ BN ] 0
Sat 25 Jan| _ WYCOMBE WANDERERS H w 1-0| 7,351 7th C Wilkes 2/3 sus.

Sat 1 Feb| Peterborough United A D 1-1| 6,760 Bth P Joslin 1/0 ® ® [sus sus []
Sat § Feb Port Vale A [ 2-1] 4,714 7th L Mason 1/2 [] [ ] [] ]
Tue 11 Feb BLACKPOOL H L 1-3| 6,563 8th G Hegley 4/2 [] [] []
Sat 15 Feb|  NORTHAMPTON TOWN H w 3-2| 7,048 Bth K Hill 1/2 [ ] sus
Sat 22 Feb BRENTFORD H L 0-1] 6,940 9th A Hall 1/2 [] sus
Tue 25 Feb PLYMOUTH ARGYLE H w 1-0] 7,589 7th T Bates 1/0
Sat 1 Mar| Notts County A L 1-2} 6,778 9th M Messias 2/2 [ ]

Tue 4 Mar Mansfield Town A L 2-3| 4,829 sth C Wilkes 33 []

Sat 8 Mar|  HUDDERSFIELD TOWN H w 3-0] 6,122 8th IWilliamson  [2/2 [] [ ]

Sat 15 Mar, Wigan Athletic A o 1-1] 7,087 Bth S Math 2/0 [ ) []

Tue 18 Mar OLDHAM ATHLETIC H | 7:45pm D2
Sat 22 Mar CREWE ALEXANDRA H | 3:00pm D2

Sat 29 Mar| Cheltenham Town A 3:00pm D2

Sat 5 Apr TRANMERE ROVERS H | 3:00pm D2

Sat 12 Apr| Queens Park Rangers A 3:00pm D2
Sat 19 Apr BRISTOL CITY H | 3:00pm D2 |
Mon 21 Apr| Colchester United A | 3:00pm D2
Sat 26 Apr|  STOCKPORT COUNTY H | 3:00pm D2

Sat 3 May Swindon Town A 3:00pm D2
Attendance Statistics Started Match|
Penalties All_Competitions Substitute (Used 0 0 0 a

3 (S)cored 0 (M)issed = 100% Success | Highest Home 9,477 Total 2002/2003 Apps 4 2 99133102230 4 [14] 8 | 2
24 Aug K Nicholls (5); 28 Sep S.Robinson (5); Average Home 6,627 Total 2002/2003 Goals 0 pidlofoflo[o[o|o0o[0]o0
Feb K.Nicholls (S) Lowest Home 3578 |@ Substitute (Unused) [ L [l 1] = Y EOR S0 i =0

Highest Away 20,833 [0 Single Yellow Card| 0 0| 2 0l 2[3|7]o0floflofo

Additional Information Average Away 7,886 |0 First YC leading to RC 0/0/o0]o0 0] 0 [ C MR bo oo jolololo

10 Dec Cambridge won by a Goiden Goal Lowest Away 1,216 |@ Second YC = RC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 J - U G U 8 :
Key [ ] Straight Red Card| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 d 0 0 0 0 0 0

X Substituted 1 Goa Total LTFC Career Apps| 4 [ 0]19]9 29 | 33 | 60 [439 157|128 (46 (30 | 4 [ 1422 2

SUS Suspended Total LTFC Career Goals 0olololo 20510 *fz :7 0/1Jo[o[0o[0]0

k Luton Town FC Statistics Chart designed and updated by David Newman Squad s:;‘hb:; 1116 zayoallfs ::: 35 2 3 5 6 I z?I.)ef:J:dgrsu 25 [:51 137 (a1 Midfielders Forvards
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Manager: Joe Kinnear E 3 Manager: lain Dowie
Mark OVENDALE ,_ '. Dean HOLDEN
Aaron SKELTON ' : Darren SHERIDAN

Alan NEILSON i ' Lee DUXBURY
Matthew SPRING E Paul MURRAY

Russell PERRETT : ] 3 John SHERIDAN
Marvin JOHNSON : E Ben BURGESS
Adrian FORBES 3 | John EYRE

Kevin NICHOLLS 1 : Matty APPLEBY
Tony THORPE 1 Wayne ANDREWS
Carl GRIFFITHS David MISKELLY

Michael CLEGG
Steve ROBINSON Julien BAUDET
Chris COYNE

Leslie POGLIACOMI
Dean CROWE

Danny BOSHELL
Carl EMBERSON Carlo CORAZZIN
Emmerson BOYCE

David BEHARALL
Ahmet BRKOVIC

Fitz HALL
Steve HOWARD Will HAINING
Peter HOLMES Chris KILLEN
Paul HUGHES ‘:::r:ch::;:LFIN
:::'v:_lc:l_al_?g; i Marc TIERNEY

= ; David EYRES
i ] ] Clint HILL
Duncan JUPP : Tony CARSS
Lars HIRSCHFELD 4 Clyde WIJNHARD
Alan KIMBLE : : Chris ARMSTRONG
_ Chris WILLMOTT . ~Josh LOW e
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Tonight's Officials
Referee: Rob Styles, Hampshire i _
Assistants: Guy Beale, Somerset (yellow flag); Paul Barnes, Cambridgeshire (red and yellow flag) -
Fourth Official: Grant Hegley, Hertfordshire ;

Motorbodies @

PSRRI New & Network Q Car Sales
Masterfit . Servicing . Parts . Accident Repair Specialists

Th2 Larg2st Rany2 OF Mew 2 Metwork N Vohiclas On Disolay

VAUXHALL

Marsh Road Kimpton Road Memorial Road
Leagrave Luton Leagrave
Luton 01582 454666 Luton -

01582 567500 www.motorbodies.com 01582 567500

“Genuine Deals For Genuine Fans”
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