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Jumping to it - lan Hillier in
action against Dean Ashton in
the match against Crewe.

THE Town's enforced day off a week ago saw them slip a little in the play-
off chase, but gave more time for injured men to recover, and for the first
time in months manager Joe Kinnear had a squad of 22 potential first-
teamers in training this week.

Emmerson Boyce, Alan Neilson, Chris Willmott, David Bayliss and Alan
Kimble all returned to action on Wednesday in a reserve side which beat
Colchester at Kenilworth Road. Adrian Forbes was rested, having begun
his comeback in the Second Division game against Crewe.

“It's like signing a new player,” said the boss as he welcomed Forbes
back to the squad. The Town have been in much need of a winger this
season, but now the manager has two, having signed Sammy Igoe on
loan from Reading until the end of the season.

The deal suits both parties. While Joe was desperate for more width,
Igoe, 27, is out of contract at the end of the season, and wants more
regular first-team football than Reading have been offering recently. So
the move offers him a shop window, with the Town boss considering a
contract offer in the summer.

Some Town fans may remember Igoe as part of the Reading team that
whipped us 4-0 in the Worthington Cup last season. Born in Staines, Igoe
began his career as a YTS boy with Portsmouth and played 160 games
for them before a £100,000 move to Reading three years ago. He has
played 87 matches for the Royals, and helped them win promaotion to the
First Division last season.

Midfielder Moves Out

WHILE Igoe moved in, Lee Mansell has gone out on loan to Conference
club Nuneaton Borough. His Town career had surprisingly gone on hold
after an explosive debut a couple of years ago when he scored in an FA
Cup replay at QPR.

He claimed a regular place in the first team, but found himself in the
reserves as the Town began to rebuild following relegation to the Third
Division two years ago. New arrivals who competed for midfield places
included Kevin Nicholls, Paul Hughes, Adrian Forbes and Ahmet Brkovic.
But Mansell is still only 20 — he was the coaches’ choice as young player
of the year in 2000/2001 - and Joe has stressed that the loan deal is
purely to give him a higher level of football than he was getting in the
reserves. He has not been offered to Nuneaton on a permanent basis,
and is still training with the Town. He has another year left on his
Kenilworth Road contract.

The manager's views — P 5; The skipper's column - P 7; Secretary’s
notes - P 9; Today’s visitors — Pp 18-21; Crewe match report and
pictures - Pp 26-29; Latest injury news — P 8; Travel deals to
Cheltenham and QPR - P25; Trialists play for Reserves —

signing from Oxford — P 14; Latest from the youth teams

Blast from the Past - Pp 22 & 23; Ticket office news - Pp 10-11; Luton
Belles’ shooting star - P 45; Junior Hatters news — P 35 i.;romotion
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WELCOME TO KENILWORTH ROAD: Sammy Igoe, who has been
signed on loan from Reading and is set for his Luton Town debut this
afternoon.

Striker Stays Put

CARL Griffiths, fighting his way back to match fitness after injuries,
was a loan transfer target for two clubs, and the manager was willing
to let him move if he chose to. Rushden and Diamonds wanted the
striker to boost their promotion bid from Division Three, while Exeter
City made an approach as they looked for fresh talent to lift them out
of bottom place.

"l left the decision to Griff, but he decided to stay with us," said the
manager. "He is out of contract in the summer, and is keeping his
options open."”

Friends Reunited

WHILE we always welcome visiting teams, officials and supporters,
some of our young fans are looking forward today to meeting some of
their opposite numbers from Tranmere. The Harlington Boys Brigade
company have had regular contact at camps in recent years with the
First Bebbington Boys Brigade, who are ardent Tranmere fans. The
Harlington lads are regulars at Kenilworth Road — their band has
occasionally entertained us on the pitch — and they ask us to print a
welcome to their pals in the away end, with the rider that "We hope it
is as good a match as when we visited our friends in the Wirral in
November. If it is, it will be a great day for Luton!”

Brian Swain
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w.lutontown.co.uk
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SKF Total Shaft Solutions

SKF is uniquely qualified to provide
not only the correct products,

but also the most comprehensive
total solution for industrial shaft
arrangements.

‘You can now take full advantage of
SKF's in-depth capabilities with our
new Total Shaft Solutions concept.

Total Shaft Solutions is built on the
basis that industry today recognises
that performance of equipment has a
direct impact on a company's profits.

Benefits of Total Shaft Solutions

* Reduced number of unplanned stops

® Lower maintenance costs

® Increased delivery reliability
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® A controlled and reliable process
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| HOPE that you, like us, have
come to Kenilworth Road today
with your appetite for football
renewed after our week off. We
have lost a little ground in the
promotion chase, but the break
from routine has done us good,
and today we are offered an
excellent opportunity to close the
gap on the team immediately
above us.
We cannot afford to make a mess
of it the way we did so
spectacularly in our last game.
We had to give credit to Crewe,
because their football was
excellent. The judgement | had to
make was how much Crewe's
success was down to our
performance. To a large degree
the damage was self-inflicted.
Just about every player was
below par, and we helped to
make Crewe look good. It was
ironic to remember that we had
beaten them fair and square at
their place earlier in the season,
but could not reproduce that form
on our own pitch.
Our thanks are due to supporters
who showed great patience as
they watched us leaking four
goals at home. | know how you
must have felt, and | promise we
will strain every muscle to
prevent anything like that
happening again.
We were a little fortunate that
results elsewhere on the day,
especially Wigan's win at Queens
Park Rangers, were not as
damaging to us as they might
have been, but after QPR and
Tranmere won last week we are
now in a situation where we have
to win our next three games.
After today, we use up our game
in hand at
Cheltenham  on
Tuesday, and then
face a real crunch
at Loftus Road in a
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week's time.

Our players dug themselves into
this hole with their performance
against Crewe: now they have the
chance to prove a point to
themselves, and to vyou, by
digging themselves out of it with
a winning run. The battle for sixth
place is not over yet, and
although we have made it more
difficult for ourselves, we are still
in with a shout.

We are certainly in a much better
position than half the clubs in this
division, and as | have said before
after the first month of the season
supporters were worried about
relegation, not thinking about
promotion. Qur players have
proved that they are a capable
bunch, and like everyone else in
foothall, except perhaps for the
super-stars at places like Arsenal
and Manchester United, they are
ambitious to play at a higher
level.

They want to test themselves in
the First Division, and before we
get too depressed by what Crewe
did to us, it is worth remembering
that we have put in some
excellent performances in other
games. The major flaw has been
lack of consistency, particularly at
home, but this week there has
been a greater feeling of
determination running through
the squad. Failure in any of our
remaining seven games is not an
option.

The next eight days will go a long
way to sorting out our prospects.
| see no reason why we should
not believe in our ability to collect
nine points. If we do that we
could well then be level with QPR,
who are away to Cardiff today
before meeting us next week.
Needless to say, we feel we owe
Rangers one after their lucky
draw here in November!
However, that match can wait.

The priority
today is to wipe

out the motley Crewe memories,
and put three more points in the
bag. It is a must-win game. |
would guess that Tranmere see it
as a must-not-lose game, so the
stakes are high for both sides,
which should make for a good
contest.

The squad from which the team
will be selected will include
Sammy Igoe, and | would like to
welcome him to the club. He has
already shown us in training that
he is sharp and enthusiastic. He
was one of several players | was
chasing to strengthen the team,
and | was delighted to secure his
signature on loan forms on
deadline day in the face of fierce
competition from elsewhere.
Various other approaches failed
for a variety of reasons, but
mainly because agents were
asking for silly money and we
were not going to wreck our
wages policy.

And to return to the subject of the
Crewe game, what a pleasure it
was to see Adrian Forbes playing
his first league game of the
season. He has timed his return
from injury perfectly, and after his
long absence it was like having a
new player in the squad. | had
known for a long time that we
needed more width and pace in
the side, and the return of
Forbsey and the signing of Igoe
have given us an extra impetus
just when it is most needed.
Hopefully it will show in results —
if we end this season with a late
winning run, as we did a year
ago, another promotion is still
within our grasp.

Keep the faith, and enjoy the
game.

Joe Kinnear
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IT'S GOING to be hard to do it
now, but while there is a
chance of winning back a top
six place we have to keep
going, and, of course, we really
have to win this afternoon.
And whatever our future holds,
| want to see us finish the
season on a high, and with no
more home points dropped.

| am sorry we didn't put on a
better show for you against
Crewe. We started brightly
enough, and could have taken
an early lead, and that has to
be our aim this afternoon. But
certainly we can't afford to be
as poor as we were after that
bright start.

Crewe were a good team but
don't forget we beat them at
their place, and on merit, so
you have to question whether
since then they have got a lot
better or we have got worse. |
will leave you to work that one
out, but on the day we allowed
the opposition to dictate too
much of the play, and that is a
mistake we must not make
again today, because once
more we are up against a side
who want the points as much
as we do.

We must also tighten up at the
back: Crewe’s first two goals
were down to our defending as
much as to their attacking, and
if you give the opposition a
two-goal start you are in
trouble. We know we can do
better defensively - in the
three previous games, we had
conceded only one goal, at
Wigan, and to be successful
club you must start your game
plan with a determination to
keep a clean sheet.

| was champing at the bit last

Saturday when we had no
football, wishing we could get
back in action quickly.
However, it gave me a chance
to spend time with my family,
and it was nice to spend
Mother's Day with my mum.
But on Saturday | was fretting
about football, and "watching"
games on teletext to see how
results were going for the
other teams involved in the
Second Division play-off
scramble. They weren’t too
kind and on Saturday night
| went to the dogs at
Walthamstow with my brother
and my dad. | didn't win, so it
was a bad day all round!

But the weekend with no
football is a bonus is many
ways for us, not least because
it gave time for aches and
pains to clear up. We have also
had time to think about the
lessons to be learned from
recent games, and to get
ourselves sorted out for the
final month of the season.

It has been no secret that we
have been crying out for a
winger all season, so it was
good to see Adrian Forbes
back in the side for the Crewe
game. We shouldn’t expect too
much from him, because he
has played very little
competitive football since his
serious injury in the summer,
but he has a tremendous
attitude and enthusiasm, and
like the rest of us wants the
chance to play First Division
football.

We were pleased to welcome
Sammy Igoe, and from what
we have seen in training he too
can give us something extra
for the very important games

n.co.uk

te at

RS Ty
official websi

coming up.
Today, of

course, the requirement is
simple: we must win this
afternoon, to cut Tranmere's
lead over us to three points. If
they win they are nine points
ahead of us, and it will be
asking for a miracle for us to
make up that gap in the six
remaining matches. Miracles
do happen in football, of
course, but today we are
focused on getting three
points. A draw is not enough.
It's a classic case of the old
cliché about taking each game
as it comes, but we are well
aware that we need another
win at Cheltenham on Tuesday,
before another vital game at
Loftus Road.

Our fate depends on what
happens in the next eight days.
On our day we can cope with
anyone in this division. So we
must make it our day in all our
remaining games.

Both teams will be up for it,
and Tranmere, like Crewe, will
be determined not to let us
complete a double over them.
We are equally determined,
and we know that the fans
want success as well. | thought
that for the most part you were
very patient as we threw away
the Crewe game, and | have
been told that a lot of
supporters sat there in
comparative silence because
they enjoyed watching the
good football Crewe played. |
didn’t, and we have no
intention of letting any
opposition do that to us again.

Kevin Nicholls




. HARD work
by a lot of people
has brought its reward in the
treatment room, and | am
pleased to see that for the
final lap of the season the
manager has almost a full
squad to choose from. The
only first team men currently
unavailable are Dean Crowe
and Steve Robinson.
Crowe sees the surgeon again
on Monday, for a four-weekly
check-up to see how his
broken leg is mending. It
seems to be going well so far,
and we will know more after
we see Monday's X-ray
pictures.
He is wearing an air-cast,
which keeps the leg as
immobile as old-fashioned
plaster, but with the

advantage that it can be taken
off on occasion, for instance
when he goes to bed. Crowe is
working as well as he can
under the circumstances, and
looking forward to being able
to join in pre-season training.
Robinson is hoping to be back
before the season ends, but is
going through a very
frustrating time as his lower
back problem responds only
slowly to treatment. He is
having another consultation
with the specialist to ensure
we do everything possible to
ensure his recovery is as
speedy as possible.

The highlight of my week was
to watch the reserves on
Wednesday. Five players
were returning for their first
games after injuries, and they

David Lloyd Leisure. ..
now in your town

all came through well, and
with no adverse reactions.
We restricted Emmerson
Boyce to 30 minutes, and he
was so strong it was almost
unbelievable. He has been in
full training for a week, going
flat out, and it was very
encouraging to see how he
coped with Wednesday's
game, his first in six weeks.
Alan Neilson played half the
match, and was a little stiff
afterwards, but otherwise OK,
and Alan Kimble, Chris
Willmott and David Bayliss, all
came through, and are also
back in full training.

Carl Griffiths has been under
treatment for a calf strain, but
should be back in the training
routine next week.

Lee Taylor

Call us on 01582 692046/7

Special introductory offer on presentation
of this Match Day Programme

Offer available at the Luton Club only. Terms and conditions apply.

widlloydleisure. co.ulk

WHILE enjoying the fine weather
last weekend it simply did not
seem right not to be at football,
and it is good to be back in the
swing of a match day today.

It doesn't seem possible that the
season is now nearly over, and we
are already looking ahead to the
new one. Already in place is a first
team pre-season friendly with
Wimbledon, here at Kenilworth
Road on Tuesday July 29, kick-of
7.45pm. The match has been
arranged under the terms of
Kelvin  Davis's transfer to

Wimbledon back in 1999, with all
proceeds from the match being
retained by us. We hope to give
further details shortly of other
pre-season matches, and a tour.

The backlog of Avon Insurance
Combination matches is still out-
standing, with May looking likely
for the games. With all the match-
es involved, it has been impossi-
ble to find a mutually acceptable
date with Bedford Town to play
the semi-final of the Beds Senior
Cup. Bedford also had rearranged
matches to be fitted in after
bad weather postponements.
Bedfordshire Football Association
have asked us to stand down from
the competition this season as
they have a fixed cup final date on
May 6. Bearing in mind all the per-
mutations at the present time, we
have reluctantly agreed to that
request on this occasion.

| am pleased to report that there

ubsec@lutontown.co.uk

é?mail_' Cherry Newbery on

will be a pres-
entation today to

the Luton and Dunstable Hospital
Cancer Ward of a cheque for
£8,100, which represents our
grant from the FA Charity Shield
Fund. | am sure supporters will
agree we have chosen a very wor-
thy charity.

Easter is just around the corner,
and the club offices will be closed
on Good Friday and Easter
Monday. However, the ticket office
and club shop will be open on
Good Friday from 10am to 2pm,
and normal hours will be in oper-
ation for the match against Bristol
City on Easter Saturday. The ticket
office and club shop will be closed
on Easter Monday. Incidentally,
don’t forget that our Easter
Monday match at Colchester is
all-ticket, with none available on
the day of the game.

| was recently invited to attend the
Luton Sports Council awards
evening, where | received an
award for long service to sport -
no, not football, but, to many peo-
ple's surprise, for netball and bas-
ketball. | had much enjoyment
from both sports, and have been
happy over the years to put back a
little into the administration, and
am still involved with the Beds
and Herts Basketball League — not
to any huge degree, but if every-
one gave back a little to the sports
they had enjoyed, it would be
good. Emmerson Boyce was
guest of honour presenting the
awards, and it was a pleasure to
receive my award from him.

| would like to take this
opportunity to extend a warm
welcome to Peter Davis our new
Commercial Manager and wish
him every success here at the club
and also to wish Linda Layton a
happy retirement.

Cherry Newbery
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- /A NEW "signing" for the team

off the field has just been
completed, with Peter Davis moving from Oxford
United to be the Town's new commercial
manager, following the retirement of Linda
Layton.

n

Hatters Chatter

He comes with plenty of experience in the game
and in his profession, having been general
manager of corporate sales and marketing at
Crystal Palace before going to the Kassam
Stadium.

Mr Davis had been running the commercial
operation at Oxford for nearly two years, but felt
he could not resist the challenge offered by a
similar job at Kenilworth Road. "The club has
performed tremendously well in overcoming a
series of problems on and off the pitch in recent
years, and the future is looking positive and
secure," he said.

"The prospect of a new stadium can only support
the club’s aspirations for the 21st century, and | am
looking forward to ensuring that the club’s
commercial activities provide vital support in the
realisation of those aspirations.”

Aged 54, and father of five grown-up children, Mr
Davis was born in south east London, which led to
him being a Charlton fan at heart, but having lived
at Northampton for the past 15 years, he takes
Rushden and Diamonds as an example of what
can be achieved once a club has the right stadium
and facilities.

o

or a similar outlay. Every ticket bought
kitty and the other half goes to club

to 22 winners so far this season, an average
ernoon. Ticket sellers are on duty all around
al, with the prize available immediately.

First and foremost may | take the opportunity of
welcoming all of our corporate sponsors, lounge
members and boxholders to this afternoons
match against play-off place rivals Tranmere
United.

Players Kit Sponsors - Matchday
Hospitality

We further welcome this afternoon, 37 of this
season’s Players Kit Sponsors and their guests, to
their match day hospitality event in the Joe Payne
Sponsors Lounge. This afternoons event
represents an integral part of this very special
sponsors package, which also includes the Shirt
Sponsors Presentation Dinner at the end of the
season . By the time you read these notes today's
guests would have enjoyed a drinks reception, a
backstage tour of the ground, had a superb four
course meal and now be in the process of settling
down for this afternoons match. For details on
how you could be part of this fabulous sponsors
package for next season, contact either myself or
Amelia in the commercial department.

Matchball Sponsors - Neale Cannon
Its also a very warm welcome to Neale Cannon,

his brother Clive, plus friends Peter and Becky as
today's matchball sponsors. Neale who

celebrates his birthday with us this afternoon, is
hoping for a double celebration with a "Hatters"
win to crown his perfect day. Neale say's
"hopefully next year, when it's time for another

birthday, I'll be able to sponsor :
again, when we are in the first division". All at the
club wish him a very happy birthday and hope he

has a great day.

We also welcome back ;lgfusnegggm

after a 5 year absence Pipe
Serve Solutions Ltd who
are entertaining their VIP guests today in our
Kenilworth Suite. PSS who are based in
Birmingham specialise in industrial pipework
installations on a national basis to the service and
process industry. They can be contacted on 0121
616 5079

PSS - Pipe Serve
Solutions Ltd

Finally may | just add that its great to be on board
such a tremendous club as Luton Town with all
the tradition, history and pagentry that it
represents. | have had a wonderful welcome from
all of management and backroom staff here at the
club and look forward to getting to meet all of you
over the next few weeks and discussing the
commercial development plans that we have for
the club.

Have a great afternoon

Peter Pavis

Dedicated Luton Town

fan, Mathew Westwood

joins us today as our

commercial mascot.

Attending  Harlington

Upper School, 15 year

old Mathew who enjoys

playing as well as

watching football, also

numbers computer

games amongst his

other hobbies.

Regularly accompanied

by his father to Kenilworth Road, Mathews
favourite Town players are Tony Thorpe and
Kevin Nichols. We wish him and his father a
memorable day behind the scenes with the
Hatters.

; ‘or e-mail us at:




Luton Town v Tranmere Rovers

JTBALL CLUB

Goals Scored

10 Shots 9
1 Headers 3
1 Volleys 3
0 Penalties o
1 Free Kicks o
0 Own Goals o

Where Goals Scored

4

~ Where Goals Conceded

w3

When Goals Scored

Hatters
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Form Guide - Last 6

.1 GamesWon from: TR

B o 3GoalsDown o
- & 2GoalsDown o
4 & 1GoalDown 4
\ Lost from:
i o 3GoalsUp o
5 »  2Goals Up o
\ ¥ H“I;.'] #ﬂﬁ 3 1Goal Up 2
; 11 | HFIE? Di fr
2 3 H HHH B coais Down o
J\ust New Year May . 2GoalsDown o
v e o 1GoalDown 5
Hatters Rovers Hatters Avg Pos. Rovers o 3GoalsUp o
136,460  Aggregate 156,584 | 533 amonggzclubs 371 o 2GoalsUp 1
9,477 Highest 9,795 7,878 AvgAttigg3 8,095 4 1GoalUp 4
5,890 Lowest 5,980 6,842  AvgAtt2002 7,602
6,823 Average 7,829 -13 +/-% -6 ']
68 %ofCapacity 47 T _ 11 Wonby1Gl 13
i e 2 Wonbyz2Gls 2
/v\ 2 Wonby3Gls 2
144 For 1.35 Howard < Haworth > o Wonby4Gls 1
1.45 :ome lI:or 1.50 \ / o Wonbys+Gls o
1.42 way For 1.20 . Games
1.36 Against 1.35 5 Lezgue Goald G 9 LlostbyiGl 3
125 HomeAgainst 110 34  GamesPlayed 35 RO .o paGls 6
1.47 Away Against  1.60 047  lgeGoals/Game  0.46 > lostby3Gls 1
' 11 Points Gained 12 . lostbysGls 1
4 Scoring Run 8 o Lostbys+Gls 1
37 Players Used 34 0 Hat-Tricks [
13 Clean Sheets 9 5 Close Range 4 s
8 Failed to Score 10 9 Inside Area 11
Goals scored from... 2 Long Range 1 o HighestPos. 1
7 Corners 7 6 Shots 5 [QEELCVestPos 35
& Free Kicks 6 6 Headers 7 5 WinningRun 3
Goals conceded from... 4 Volleys ¥ T Unbe.aten Run 9
4 Corners 6 iti 4  LosingRun 2
6 Free Kicks 5 z Penalties : 5  NoWinRun 3

Direct FKs

Won 2
Drawn 4 Dws W Season Leading Scorer  Ave A
Lost o 6 oifo2 Barlow........14 8,65
For 8 - cofor  Koumas......10 9,04
Against 6 e ge/oo Allison........16 7,27
| Points 10 98/99 lIronS............35 6,93
‘ Goal Difference 2 | Rds g7/08 Kelly..........12 8,00
I [DL  Sequence DWDDDW °© R4 96/g7 Aldridge....18 8,12
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RAY
MATHIAS
Ray Mathias
holds the
record for the
most league
and cup
appearances
for the club -
636. Mathias
joined
Tranmere as a 16-year-old from
local non-league side Ellesmere
Port in December 1964 but had to
wait four years before he finally
made his debut. He then went on
to give 16 years sterling service to
the club. Mathias left Tranmere in
1986 to take charge of Wigan only
to return three years later. He
returned to Wigan in 1998 for a
second spell at the helm before
returning again a year later as
reserve team boss - he was
sacked despite leading Wigan to
the Auto Windscreens Shield and
the play-offs. Mathias became
joint caretaker manager with
Kevin Sheedy following the resig-
nation of John Aldridge in March
2001 and put himself forward for
the position on a permanent basis
only to lose out to Dave Watson.
Mathias however returned to the
caretaker role following the dis-
missal of Watson in early August
of 2002.

GOALKEEPERS

1. JOHN ACHTERBERG

Tall Dutch goalkeeper signed on a
two-year contract in September
1998 after impressing on an initial
two-week trial. Achterberg joined
Rovers on a Bosman-style free
transfer as a replacement for

Everton-
bound Steve
Simonsen and
was thrown
straight into
the first team
due to a groin
injury to
Danny Coyne.
With a style
not previously
seen at Prenton Park, but more
commonplace amongst foreign
goalkeepers, Achterberg has
turned out to be a real bargain
signing. A proficient custodian
who possesses good handling
skills and positional know-how.
The departure of Coyne to
Grimsby during the summer of
1999 gave Achterberg the chance
to state his claim for the 'keeper's
jersey. However, the following
season saw a new rival emerge
for the number one shirt in the
form of Eire U18 'keeper Joe
Murphy. Murphy's misfortune
when he sustained a broken col-
larbone in December 1999
allowed Achterberg an unexpect-
ed opportunity to return to the
first team and he grasped it with
both hands.

13. RUSSELL HAWORTH

The goalkeeping saga at Prenton
Park finally came to an end when
Rovers signed England under 21
goalkeeper Russell Haworth from
York City. The talented keeper was
seen as ‘a steal’' in a depressed
transfer market and was brought
in to challenge regular keeper
John Achterberg for the first team
jersey. Made his debut for rovers
in the FA cup replay defeat at
Cardiff when Achterberg was sent
off. Tipped as one for the future.

32. ERIC NIXON

Eric Nixon originally joined

Tranmere on loan from
Manchester City before John King
secured his signature on a perma-
nent basis for a £60,000 fee in July
1988 and he went on to play a
major role in the club’s meteoric
rise from the old fourth division to
the first division. Eric left for
Stockport County in August 1997
before moving to Wigan Athletic a
year later but was re-signed by
Tranmere prior to the 1999-00 sea-
son. Now the club’s goalkeeping
coach, he made two brief first
team comeback at home to
Barnsley in the fourth round of the
Worthington Cup in 2000, and in
the last away game of last season
away to Cambridge United.

DEFENDERS

2. GRAHAM ALLEN
Bolton-born Graham Allen joined
Rovers in part exchange as part of
the Steve Simonsen deal having
been unable to break through at
Everton, where he had been since
his YTS days. After making just
six first team appearances at
Goodison Park, the chance of a
permanent move to Prenton Park
and the opportunity of first team
football was not one he was going
to reject. Initially, signed on a one-
month loan, his move became
permanent in September 1998
with Everton placing a £300,000
valuation on his head. A tall, com-
posed defender, Allen has proven
his versatility by turning out in
both the right-back and centre-
back positions although he
prefers the latter.

17. JAMES OLSEN

James Olsen will be hoping to
emulate the success of Andy
Parkinson and Gareth Roberts
after making the short switch
across the Mersey from Liverpool

in March 2001 for an undisclosed
fee. After some impressive out-
ings in the reserve team, Olsen
made his Tranmere debut as a
substitute against Nottingham
Forest in May 2001 and he looked
set to push Gareth Roberts hard
for a regular place in the starting
eleven during the 2000-01 season
only to sustain a serious neck
injury in the pre-season build-up.

5. KEVIN GRAY

Kevin Gray completed his move
from Huddersfield Town last sum-
mer and was immediately named
Club Captain by then boss Dave
Watson. The 30 year old joined on
a free transfer after calling an end
to his eight year spell at the
McAlpine.

Gray started his career at
Mansfield Town in 1988 and was
made captain at the tender age of
19, playing 170 games for the
stags before signing for
Huddersfield in July '94. The for-
mer Terrier signed a two year deal
at Prenton Park.

26. SEAN
CONNELLY
Long term tar-
get Connelly
finally signed
for Rovers
before the
Chesterfield
game on 12th
October. The
former Stockport County defender
had been a target of Rovers when
John Aldridge was in charge, but
the defender chose Wolves,
where Mathias finally signed him
from. A cultured left back who is
not afraid to run with the ball, the
32 year old will be an asset to the
side this season.

3. GARETH ROBERTS
Wrexham-born Gareth Roberts

initially joined Tranmere on a two-
month trial during the summer of
1999 from Greek club Panionios.
Having been released by
Liverpool, the young defender
was persuaded to move to Greece
by Panionios boss Ronnie Whelan
who paid just £560,000 for his serv-
ices. He was rewarded with the
experience of playing against
Italian giants Lazio in the
European Cup Winners Cup quar-
ter-final, rubbing shoulders along-
side the likes of Marcelo Salas,
Roberto Mancini and lvan De La
Pena. Equally comfortable as a
left-back or left wing-back,
Roberts' tenacity in the tackle and
solid defending impressed John
Aldridge sufficiently to be offered
a permanent deal.

6. IAN SHARPS

lan Sharps is yet another product
of Tranmere's invaluable YTS
scheme who has so far had to be
contented with regular reserve
team football. A tall centre-back
who is strong in the air and diffi-
cult to shake off the ball as well as
having vision and accurate distri-
bution skills, he would undoubt-
edly have had further opportuni-
ties towards the end of the 1998-
99 season if not for a groin injury.
Sharps' potential marks him out
as one for the future and he looks
set to follow in a long line of tal-
ented centre-backs that have
graced Prenton Park. season.

14. RICHARD HINDS

A graduate from Tranmere's suc-
cessful youth scheme, this tall 20-
year-old Yorkshireman made his
league debut towards the end of
the 1998-99 season at Grimsby. A
surprise inclusion, his preferred
position being at centre back, he
started the game at right back and
finished it at right-wing back!
Hinds had an eleven-month wait

chance, but he grasped the oppor-
tunity with both hands, despite
being played in an unfamiliar mid-
field holding role. After winning a
number of man of the match
awards upon his return to the
starting line-up, Hinds cemented
his place in the Tranmere side and
was rewarded with a new three-
year contract in April 2000.

25. SHANE
NICHOLSON
S h ane
Nicholson
joined Rovers
after being
released from
his  contract
with Sheffield
United, ironi-
cally following
their signing of Steve Yates.
Predominantly a left . sided
defender, he has had spells at
Stockport, Chesterfield, West
Brom, Derby and Lincoln and has
signed a two-ear contract with
Tranmere.

Tranmere have been lacking qual-
ity on the left for some time and
Watson acted quick to increase
the number of left footers in his
squad and Nicholson will provide
excellent competition for Gareth
Roberts.

MIDFIELDERS

4. MICKEY MELLON

Mickey Mellon rejoined Tranmere
for his second spell with the club
in March 2000 on a free transfer
from Burnley after an initially
signing as a loan player. The
Paisley-born midfielder had spent
two years at Turf Moor, helping
the Clarets into the First Division.
Mellon first signed for Tranmere
in October 1997 for a £300,000 fee




Blackpool He
arrived at Prenton Park with the
reputation of a goalscoring mid-
fielder but it took him five months
before he found the back of the
net. With Tranmere strapped for
cash, Rovers were in no position
to turn down the offer of £350,000
from Burnley in January 1999,
and he was sold - his Prenton
Park career lasting just 14 months.
Frustrated by a lack of first team
opportunities at Turf Moor, he was
handed a free transfer and he
opted to return to Prenton Park.
Mellon started his career as a
trainee at Bristol City before a
£75,000 move took him to West
Brom in February 1993 where he
spent nine months,

12. ANDY PARKINSON

Andy Parkinson made the short
trip across the Mersey when he
signed on a free-transfer from
Premier League neighbours

Liverpool in August 1996. The
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To book, simply call one
of Travel Extras dedicated
LTFC adyvisors and quote
‘The Hatters’".
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your corporate fravel needs!

call now! 08707 27 37 27

emergence of a certain Michael
Owen, whom Parkinson played
alongside in Liverpool's FA Youth
Cup winning side of 1995, meant
he was shown the door following
the completion of his YTS appren-
ticeship. John Aldridge was con-
vinced that with careful nurturing,
Parkinson would blossom into a
burgeoning talent, and he per-
suaded the slightly-built young-
ster that Tranmere was the stage
upon which he would be given the
chance to perform. Parkinson
scored the winning goal on his
home debut in January 1998
against Sunderland in a memo-
rable FA Cup tie but could only
add one more goal to his tally
before the end of the season. His
raw talent of the previous term
matured into a more cultured
style of play during the 1998-99
season, and he never contributed
less than 100 percent effort in any
game. With one season remaining
on his contract, Parkinson voiced
his desire to pursue his career

Alternatively, visit the
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insurance and parking - and
remember to book before i
31 March to receive your
Travel Insurance discount!

travelextras

for everything but the Flight

away from Prenton Park during
the summer of 2001 but he even-
tually put his signature to a new
two year deal.

7. JASON PRICE

The 24-year-old joined Rovers on
November 8th and made his
debut in the 2-1 win over QPR, fol-
lowing a successful three-month
spell at Brentford and made an
immediate impact.

He set up the winner for Stuart
Barlow at Loftus Road, before
scoring in the next consecutive
five games, including braces
against Brigg Town  and
Cambridge United

Tranmere were just one of several
clubs to show an interest in the
Welshman, but after meeting the
manager, Price made the move up
north.

10. ALAN NAVARRO

Alan Navarro finally ended a six
week pursuit by Dave Watson,
when he signed a three and a half
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year deal, for a fee rising to
£225,000, depending on appear-
ances.

It's the most the club has ever
paid for a player of his age, but
the club have bought potential,
with Navarro still only 20.

The tough tackling midfielder is a
product of Liverpool’'s academy.
He's a great passer of the ball and
can play anywhere across the
middle and also featured at right
back while at Anfield.

34. GARY JONES

This is Gary’s second spell at
Prenton park as new boss Ray
Mathias looked to inject a touch of
the old Tranmere spirit back into
the side. Signed on a free from
Nottingham Forest after impress-
ing in a loan spell, Jones has heen
a virtual ever present since. A
tough tackling midfielder who will
always weigh in with his share of
the goals.

FORWARDS

11. STUART BARLOW

Stuart Barlow kicked off his career
in Merseyside's non-league circuit
with Sherwood Park before earn-
ing a dream transfer to Everton in
June 1990 where he spent a total
of five seasons. The wrench of
leaving Everton in November
1995 was compensated by the fact
that a £350,000 transfer to
Oldham succeeded in re-igniting
his career, illustrated by a scoring
record of 31 goals from 93 appear-
ances. Barlow's form at Boundary
Park attracted the attentions of
Wigan who swooped to sign him
for a bargain £40,000 on transfer
deadline day 1998. Wigan were
celebrating 'steal of the century'
as Barlow had a superb first full
season, top scoring for the Latics
with 26 goals and finishing sec-
ond in the Division Two scoring

charts. While serving under then
Wigan manager Ray Mathias, he
also wrote his name into Wigan's
history books as the scorer of the
last ever goal at Springfield Park.
A contract dispute with manager
John Benson saw him fall out of
favour and his form dipped before
he returned in spectacular fashion
to score in Wigan's thrilling 3-2
play-off final defeat to Gillingham.
Wigan's failure to gain promotion
didn't prevent Barlow from step-
ping up a Division during the
summer when John Aldridge
swooped to sign him on a
Bosman transfer with the offer of
a two-year deal and an option for
a third year. Stuart's tremendous
acceleration and ball control mark
him out as a constant menace to
defenders while his opportunist
instincts have made him a hit with
the Prenton Park faithful.

15. IAIN HUME

lain Hume became the youngest
ever player to appear in a
Tranmere Rovers shirt when he
made his debut as a substitute at
Swindon Town in March 2000. At
just 16 years and 167 days old and
still registered on schoolboy
forms, he beat a certain Dixie
Dean's record by 192 days. A fast
and energetic striker with masses
of potential, Hume is already a
Canadian U20 international and it
will surely not be long before he
makes his full first team debut.

9. SIMON

HAWORTH

Haworth
became Dave
Watson's third
signing, when
he joined |
Tranmere
Rovers for |
£125,000 from [
local rivals

Athletic. The 24-

year-old was formerly the Latics
record signing, when he joined
back in 1998 for £600,000 from
Coventry City. He was signed by
then Manager Ray Mathias, who
is obviously assistant to Rovers
boss to Dave Watson. Haworth
spent two successful seasons
partnering Stuart Barlow, while at
Wigan, a partnership that will cer-
tainly be revived at Prenton Park.
The Welshman began his career
with his hometown club Cardiff
City, where he scored 13 goals in
just 40 starts. He stayed with the
Bluebirds for two seasons before
moving to Premiership side
Coventry City for £600,000.
Chances were limited for the
youngster with the Sky Blues,
where he stayed for just one year
before being snapped up by
Wigan. Haworth's final record
with the Latics stands at a total of
142 appearances, (19 as sub), and
58 goals and he remains equal
third on the all time Latics League
goal scorers list.

16. ALEX HAY

Birkenhead-born Alex Hay joined
Tranmere's professional ranks in
April 1999 after progressing
through the youth system from
the age of 12.

Unable to make an impact at
Prenton Park, Hay was loaned out
to non-league Altrincham in
October 2000 in a bid to gain first
team experience and he quickly
hit the goal trail with the Robins.
After two months with the Moss
Lane outfit, Hay returned to
Prenton Park and was suffered the
misfortune of being struck down
by injury.

During the 2001/02 season he
finally broke into the first team
making five appearances.




" When Allan
Brown took over
as manager at Kenilworth Road
on November 5th 1966 he must
have wondered what he was let-
ting himself in for. The team was
struggling at the wrong end of
Division Four, after being in the
top flight only six years before,
and crowds were down to a post-
War low.

His first game in charge saw the
Town go down 0-1 at Port Vale
and although Crewe were seen
off at Kenilworth Road the fol-
lowing week, it was soon back to
losing ways with successive
defeats at Bradford City and
Barrow.

For some peculiar reason the
Town arranged mid-week home
games on Thursday evenings
around this period and a FA.Cup
replay against Exeter was no
exception and although the

RN

game was won 2-0, the victory
came at a high price.

A crowd of 7,078 had turned up
on a miserable evening to see a
Hatters side that had forced a
surprising 1-1 draw at St James'
Park the previous Saturday and
they were delighted to see the
Town roar into an early 2-0 lead,
through goals from Bruce Rioch
and David Pleat.

Unfortunately, the game turned
nasty in the second half. Exeter
used the slippery surface as an
excuse to ‘mis-time’ tackles with
the result that the Town finished
with ten men on the pitch, of
which quite a few were walking
wounded.

The upshot was that two days
later a much weakened and
bruised Luton team lined up at
Sincil Bank, Lincoln for a base-
ment battle which was

_1: From the Past

lost 1-8. When a team lying sec-
ond from bottom of the table
loses by such a score to the club
propping up the rest then you
know something needs to be
done. Truly the lowest point in
the club’s history.
Allan Brown was given permis-
sion to enter the transfer market
and went to Leicester immediate-
ly to pay out £7,000 for reserve
centre-half Max Dougan who
starred in the tough 3-2 home
win over Chesterfield the follow-
ing week. He then went to
Peterborough and came back
with ex-England centre-forward
Derek Kevan who scored on his
debut in a 1-1 draw at Halifax -
only the second away point of
the campaign!
The two game unbeaten run was
seen as a revival of epic propor-
— tions and | can
remember a letter

written to the
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| weekly magazine
‘Soccer Star’ at
W that time predict-
ing promotion
| after pointing out
| instances of
teams that had
| swept up the
kol table from a
lowly position in
previous years.
Admirable opti-
mism, blind loy-
alty or clutching
at straws — take
your pick.

The test would
come with
home and
away games
dismal seasonagainst high-
Read, Moore:f | y i n g
whittake-Tranmere
Rovers over
Christmas

(how this pairing could be
regarded as a local derby by the
fixture compilers defeats me)
and the Town players set off for
Birkenhead on Boxing day in
confident mood only to return
pointless after a 0-1 defeat.
Although the Hatters were under
to cosh in the first-half at a windy
Prenton Park, the Tranmere goal
did not come until the second
period when ex-Hatter George
Yardley took advantage of a slip
by John Moore to slide the ball
past a committed Tony Read in
the Luton goal.

The Town pressed for an equalis-
er with Moaore, trying to make up
for his earlier error, going close
with a couple of long range
efforts, The home side managed
to hold on, however, with the
6,806 crowd baying for the final
whistle.

Whether the return game, to be
played at Kenilworth Road the
following day, would take place
was in doubt right up until kick-

off as thick fog covered the whole
Luton area. Considering the
doubts over whether the match
would actually take place, an
amazing crowd of 9,123 turned
up to see the ‘new look’ Luton
side and they were not to be dis-
appointed as the clash got off to
a sensational start.

In the second minute Alan
Slough received an ankle injury
and was replaced by David Pleat
but ten minutes later the Town
were two goals to the good. Ray
Whittaker netted a rare header
from close range after a shot
from Rioch was only partially
cleared, while Kevan took advan-
tage of another shot from Rioch,
to slide the ball into the net from
all of six inches. Luckily, both
goals were scored at the Oak
Road end, enabling me to see
them.

As the fog partially lifted, the
Town continued to force the pace
and the margin in our favour
could and should have been a

good
wider. What we

did not know at the time was that
this was the start of four years of
unprecedented success which
saw us climb to the old Division
Two. Perhaps the chap who
wrote to ‘Soccer Star® knew
something all along!

Luton (first game): Read,
Thomson, Jardine, Slough,
Dougan, Moore, French, Riddick,
Kevan, Rioch, Whittaker.

Luton (second game): Same
team apart from Pleat coming on
as substitute for Alan Slough.
Tranmere (first game):
Cumbes, Parnell, Martin, Storton,
McFarland, A.King, Hill,
Pritchard, Yardley, Westlake,
Williams.
Tranmere
Cumbes,

(second game):
Robertson, Martin
(Crawford), Storton, McFarland,
A.King, Hill, Pritchard, Yardley,

J.King, Williams.
Roger Wash
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Tranmere Rovers
Kick-off 3 pm.

P . >
esterday’s pages
: For the visit of Tranmere in December 1966 the Town pro-
duced their normal 12 page programme for 6d (2.5p).

Tranmere, who were to be promoted that season, were in fifth
spot while we were fourth from bottom still in the re-election

‘positions.
The 'Club Notes’
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_ section welcomes Derek Kevan to
Kenilworth Road pointing out that he scored on his debut in
the previous week’s game at Halifax. As he was to score on
his home debut against Tranmere | decided to check how rare
an occurrence(scoring on home and away debuts) this was.
As Paul Hughes, Carl Griffiths, Jean Louis Valois and Dean
Crowe all achieved that particular double only last season |

Elsewhere in the programme it was revealed that we were
bottom of the London mid-week reserve League while the
youth team was joint bottom of the South East Counties
League. Still, Luton supporters could always cheer them-
selves up by seeing Billy Cotton’s Band Show at Cesars

\
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Camden Fiat & Alfa

Stratford Road, Wolverton,

Milton Keynes

Tel: 01908 318211

Leagrave Road, Luton,
Bedfordshire, LU3 1RJ
Tel: 01582 568100

Meridian Audi

Nightingale Road,
Hitchin
Tel: 01462 439700

PEUGEOT

Camden Peugeot

64 Luton Road,
Dunstable

Tel: 01582 602811
.
Qﬂ.’) T
Camden Volkswagen S

Starter Motors

Stratford Road, Wolverton
Milton Keynes

Tel: 01908 225525,

Camden Nissan Camden Renault
Stratford Road, Wolverton,

Milton Keynes Dunstable

el: 01908 552552 Tel: 01582 663183

i

1-9 London Road

TOYOTA
Camden Toyota

London Road, Dunstable,
Bedfordshire
Tel: 01582 691600
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Stratford Road, Wolverton
Milton Keynes

Tel: 01908 552553

R

PEUGEOT

Camden Peugeot

Woburn Road, Kempston
Bedfordshire

Tel: 01234 856161

www.camden-motors.co.uk.

Hatters Away

THE TOWN have two away
games in four days next week,
at Cheltenham on Tuesday and
QPR on Saturday, and both are
all-ticket matches.

The usual reliable coach servic-
es are on offer, from the
Bobbers Travel Club and from
Town on Tour. For Cheltenham
the Bobbers will leave Cranfield
at 2.30pm and Luton an hour
later, while Town on Tour
departure time from Luton is
4pm.

Fares on the Bobbers coach will
be £10 for adults and £8 for sen-
ior citizens and under-16s,
while Town on Tour will charge
£13 for adult members of Luton
Town Supporters Club, £11 for
junior and senior citizen mem-
bers and £15 for non-members.
For Saturday’s game at Loftus
Road, Town on Tour will leave
at 12.30, charging £10, £9 for
concessionary LTSC members
and £12 for others. The Bobbers
will set off from Cranfield at
T1am, and 12 noon from Luton.
Fares are £8 for adults, £6.50 for
concessions.

DIY to Cheltenham
YOU can normally motor from
Luton to Cheltenham in a little
over two hours - head for
Oxford and then on for another

SO A

40 miles or so on the A40. The
scenic route is through
Dunstable and Aylesbury to
Oxford, but it is quicker to take
the M1 south, then the M25
towards Heathrow, before
going west on the M40. Both
routes will take you onto the
A40 into Oxford.

As you approach Oxford, turn
right at the Headington round-
about, and follow the signs to
Cheltenham on the A40. As you
get near Cheltenham, beyond
Charlton Kings, you pass a set
of traffic lights where the road
from Cirencester joins from the
left. Go straight on at that junc-
tion and at the next lights turn
right, into Hales Road. After a
mile and a half watch out for
Whaddon Road, which is a left
turn opposite a small parade of
shops, just past Oakley GCHQ.
Turn into Whaddon Road, carry

AWAY games travel can be booked at the LTSC or Bobbers
kiosks in Kenilworth Road, before or after home games. Paul
Deason on 01234 750996 will take phone bookings for the
Bobbers, whose service includes pick-ups at Cranfield,
Marston Moretaine, Ampthill, Flitwick, Westoning and oppo-
site the Travelodge Motel in Dunstable Road, Luton. Town
on Tour seats can be booked by phoning

07960 567465. Maple Road car park, which is stewarded,

costs £4 per car.

For the latest news, views and interviews call:

straight on :
over a mini-

roundabout, and within a few
minutes you will see the
ground on your right.
Mileage: About 100.

By Car to Loftus Road
There are various routes to
Loftus Road if you want to
drive. The shortest in miles,
through Watford and Harrow to
Shepherds Bush is rarely the
quickest. Our man uses the
motorways - south on the M1,
then the M25 west towards
Heathrow, before turning left
on the M40 towards west
London. This becomes the A40,
which is subject to heavy traffic
congestion at all times of the
day. Fourteen miles after leav-
ing the M25 go off the A40
where it is signposted to
Harlesden A404. At the T junc-
tion turn right, signposted to
Shepherds Bush, and you will
see the big BBC White City
complex beside the road. Take a
right after passing the BBC, into
South Africa Road and the
ground is ahead of you, on the
left. Give yourself plenty of time
to find a parking spot - it's not
easy!

Mileage from Luton: 38.

Loftus Road

CLUB CALL on 09068 121123 (caiis cos 60p per minute at all times)
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TOWN'S first
real spanking of the season
could hardly have come at a
worse time as promotion
hopes took a knock. Crewe
put on a stupendous display
of quick, passing football, and
were well worth the result
they needed to regain second
place in the table.
A major question after a drub-
bing like this is whether it was
a case of Crewe being very,
very good, or the Town being
awful. Joe Kinnear's verdict
was that the Town’s display
was unacceptable, so poor it
would have made any opposi-
tion look world class.
A sobering thought for both
clubs is that the Crewe side
was not a lot different from
their team of a year ago — and
that outfit was found wanting
in the First Division, and rele-
gated.
And there is a puzzle for Town
fans. At Gresty Road on a wet
night in October the Town had
been full value for a 1-0 victo-
ry, and time and again this
season they have proved to
be at least the equals of the
best sides in the Second
Division. But they have also
been mastered by some of the
worst.
On this occasion we could
take some consolation from
knowing that we had seen the
Town humiliated by a very
good team indeed. Dean
Ashton, who scored twice, hit
a post with a free kick, and
helped create Crewe's other
goals in the spring sunshine

Luton Town 0
Crewe Alex 4
(HT 0-2)

proved to be almost
unplayable. "Crewe want a
million for him, and we made
him look worth £8million,"
said Joe.

He made his players report in
for Sunday duty, mainly to
watch the match video and be
embarrassed by what they
saw.

The defence was caught all
over the place when Ashton
collected a long ball and care-
fully fired in the opening goal
after only six minutes, and he
found space in the box again
16 minutes later to shoot
another goal after a corner
was half-cleared. David
Vaughan, a quick and clever
left winger, had hit a post
between those efforts, but the
goal he deserved came at a
crucial time, four minutes into
the second half to complete
the demolition of the Town's
confidence. He then finished
off a nice day out for Crewe by
laying on a tap-in for Rodney
Jack with 12 minutes to go.
Crewe were rarely in trouble
at the back, because their
midfield cut off regular serv-
ice to Tony Thorpe and Steve
Howard, and the Town's
attacking threats were mini-
mal. In the first half Howard
had a shot blocked on the line
by well-organised defenders
and Matt Spring saw a volley
tipped over the bar. After
Crewe’s third goal Howard set
up Thorpe, who wriggled

www.lutontown.co.uk

ctlon Réplay

clear of his markers but was
denied by a spreading save.
Otherwise, it was murder for
the Town and their fans. The
only pleasure was to enjoy
the quality of the football
played by the opposition -
and that is not a delight we
want to sample too often.
Crewe manager Dario Gradi
said: "That was our best 90
minutes of the season, and it
was most satisfying to do it
against Luton because | know
they are a good team. It is
some achievement to come
here and win 4-0, but | believe
we were worth it.

"Luton found it hard to mark
us, and deal with our runs,
and | thought our football was
too good for them. We had
players who could do things
with the ball that theirs
couldnt.”

Luton Town: Emberson;
Hillier, Perrett, Coyne, Davis
(Bayliss 72 mins); Forbes
(Hughes 82 mins), Nicholls,
Spring, Brkovic (Holmes 56

mins); Howard, Thorpe.
Unused subs: Ovendale,
Jupp.

Booked: Sol Davis and
Russell Perrett for fouls.
Crewe Alexandra: Ince;
McCready, Walker, Walton,
Tierney; Lunt, Sorvell,

Brammer, Vaughan; Ashton
(Oakes 84 mins), Jack (Little

88 mins). Unused subs:
Bankole, Sodje, Bell.
Referee: Steve  Baines,
Derbyshire.

Attendance: 6,607 including
466 away supporters.

‘ Luton Town’s official website at

WELCOME BACK: Adrian Forbes, pictured going up for a header
at goal, made his first league appearance of the season against
Crewe and won the sponsors’ man of the match award.

RIGHT: Chris Coyne in a heading duel with Neil Sorvel.

BELOW: Tony Thorpe trying to beat the adds with a run on goal.
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EVACUATION PROCEDURE

IN THE event of any emergency in the
stadium, Luton Town FC and the
emergency services have agreed on an
evacuation procedure which is designed
to ensure the safe and controlled
evacuation of the crowd, and to ensure
their safe dispersal from the area, to
allow the emergency services to carry out
their tasks.

In the event of evacuation from all or part
of the stadium, you will receive
instructions over the public address
system on how you should leave. In an
evacuation of the main stand you will be
instructed to use the pitch. Stewards will
direct you to the nearest exit. It may be
that your normal exit route will not be
available. On leaving the stadium, you will
find some roads closed to pedestrians, to
enable swift and unobstructed access for
the emergency services. Please leave the
area of the ground as quickly as possible,
by the route directed. Your co-operation
will be most appreciated.

Geoff Lovell,Safety Manager.

Last Season

The Nationwide ‘Football
League saw_an,Increase in
Attendanceé of 13:5%:
Why.,..?

Micre

The autharity. ..

by EmpicSGRISIBa0Ma4 Digital Artwork by SentryBox 01885 251 22(

The Quality of the Football

FoothallFoundation

SPORT football’s biggest supporter

ENGLAND

Helpline 0800 0277766 www.footballfoundation.org.uk

5 offers you more for less...

Fitness First Luton, SKimpot Lane, Luton, Beds, LU4 OJB
Tel: 01582 560200
www.fitnessfirst.co.uk,




EASTER COURSES

Course | No. of Course
Code Days Venue Start Date Time Cost Tabm
ociation
. ’ : ; LSC 1 3 B ingh i M 4 - 10. - -
I would like to use the community pages today to inform you of our Easter coaching rarmng am Primary oiok 0.00 am 37 yrs
; - p chool Wed 16 3.00pm £30 8-11 yrs
courses and also the latest Bramingham Saturday Soccer Schools. It is now possible to E e daroar April
buy a season ticket to cover three courses over the next year. Heart pr
LUTON - |
BRAMINGHAM SOCCER SCHOOLS e e s | esopm | =0 ki
Park Road Tue 15 3.00pm 8-11 yrs
We have instigated a new idea linked to our massively  Alternatively you can block book any two courses for TODDINGTON April 12-15 yrs
popular Saturday Soccer School at Bramingham School.  £40.00 and all three for £60.00.
This gives you the opportunity to purchase a season If you book for two or more courses you will be issued e ]
ticket to enrol on one, two or all three of the events  with a proof of payment pass which you should bring to DSC1 1 Queensbury School Wed _16 10.00 am - £10 5-7 yrs
planned for the next year. This, of course, will give the  each session. Meadway April 3.00pm 8-11 yrs
opportunity to enrol at reduced rates. DUNSTABLE 12-15 yrs
The planned course and price options are listed below; EVENING SOCCER SCHOOL '—- B — 1
We are now able to give you the next dates for the suc- DGK 1 1 Queensbury School Wed 16 10.00 am - £10 Goalkeepers
The first will run for 9 weeks on the following dates: cessful evening soccer school at Warden Hill Junior Meadway April 3.00pm 8-13
MAY 3rd 10th 17th 31st School, Luton DUNSTABLE yrs
JUNE 21st 28th =
JULy 5th 12th 19th THE COURSE WILL TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAY TOD 2 1 Parkfield School Tue 22 10.00 am - £10 5-7 yrs
EVENINGS FOR 10 WEEKS. Park Road April 3.00pm 8-11 yrs
The second will run for 10 weeks on the following dates: ~ STARTING AT 4.15 PM AND FINISHING AT 5.45 PM TODDINGTON 12-15 yrs
SEPT 13th 20th 27th B S
OCT 4th 11th 18th 25th DATES AS FOLLOWS DSC 2 1 Queensbury School Tue 22 10.00 am - 5-7 yrs
NOV 8th 15th 22nd Aoril £10 q
Meadway pri 3.00pm 8-11 yrs
APRIL 3RD 10TH DUNSTABLE 12-15 yrs
The third will run for 10 weeks on the following dates in ~ MAY 1ST 8TH 15TH 22ND -
vl Bl debE BT AT DGK2 | 1 GussnsbirySaiool Tue 22 10.00 am - 1o |Goalkeepers
FEB 7th 14th  28th COST £3.00 PER WEEK. Meadway April 3.00pm S:id yee
MAR 6th 13th 20th 27th Payable weekly, or as a Block Booking Discounted Price DUNSTABLE s
of £25.00 Cheques payable to Luton Town FC Football in . o
Payment for course 1 is £3.00 per week or £23.00 for a  The Community. LsC 2 3 NBarnfleId College W:d 2253 = 1%%%am e £30 85'171 yrs
block booking. ew Bedford Road ri .00pm -11 yrs
Payment for courses 2 and 3 is £3.00 per week or £25.00 Stﬂ‘?‘t Sﬂut’l LUTON April 12-15 yrs
for a block booking. =
i S Lsc3 | 1 Barnfield College Wed 23 | 10.00 am - 10 Specialist
,"To book on these courses please fill in the form below Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope if yoa‘\ New Bedford Road April 3.00pm —
! require confirmation of your booking. - LUTON 8-13 yrs
! Or as usual to enrol on any of the initiatives, just call me on 01582 391927. !
! ! LSC 4 2 Hillsborough School Thur 24 - 10.00 am - £20 5-7 yrs
! Bramingham Course 1 a Course 2 | Course 3 0 ! Hillsborough Road Fri 2-5 3.00pm 8-11 yrs
1 Bramingham Monday D Bramingham Friday D Warden Hill Eve School D i LUTON April
]
e Age D.0.B Contactl No i v CTTTTTTTTTTTT e e A
L e DS s IO Bl CONRACH NG mammmsismmmins | 3 . ) 2
E AAIESS..cvvcvvvssssenis s s POSICOU@ s sessssssssssssseiens ) ] Please reserve & place on the above course (please put course in the box on right) :
1 1 1
E I will be paying £23.00 ) £25.00(0 £a000) £60.00( Cheque Enclosed YN............. ! R T— AGE.reerrrn, (X0 )= :
1 | acknowledge and accept that Luton Town FC, their football in the community scheme or the organisations providing the facilities and their respec- ! i : :
1 tive agents, servants and employee’s, are not under liability whatsoever in respect of personal injury, loss or damage however caused whilst in atten- : 1 1
1 dance on the above course. Additionally | authorise the coaches employed by Luton Town Football in the Community to administer First Aid Treatment i 1 1 o [T SO OO 1
: should it be required. ] I !
\\\Signature of Parent / GUATIAN: ..o cecs s sese s ,:' i weee.....POStCOdE.......... E
SR T O O - ] 1 1
S i Hermie Tel No.ammsusmswrmimmmmsmmss s 571 oo o | IR E
RAILTRACK \ snop " : . o _ o
SAFETY IS OUR GOAL qﬁ| as 1 Any health problems I:l Disorders \:] or medication. D zleag'.[e ring to comfirm !
SPOR. rne Lane, 1 etails 1
+ VAUXHALI Bedord” | :
= _ = A gl AN ARII0 1 1 acknowledge and accept that Luton Town FC, their football in the community scheme or the organisations providing the facilities and 1
ol i Aﬁersales : their respective agents, servants and employees, are not under liability whatsoever in respect of personal injury, loss or damage howev- :
1 ercaused whilst in attendance on the above course. | authorise the coaches employed by Luton Town Football in the Community to admin-
o R : ister first aid treatment should it be required. :
] { 1 . . !
-‘9""-"532 391927 Y\ Signature of Parent / GUArdian: ......icccviiieiieciiiiieeecciis e s e sissass s s esssssee e s snes s ssnnnns J
5 ,
~ -




wfor professional teams are benefiting from Chiragractic tr

To make an appointment: 01582 391000

268 Crawley Green Rd. Stopsley. Luton, Bedfordshire, LU2 OS]

Why live with
back pain...

eatnrent Jor their sporting infuries

BACK TO BACK Chiropractic Clinic
Member of the British Chiropractic Association
Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

goals

TOWN TEASER

we

IF YOU know your Town Trivia, you
could win a pair of match tickets in
our Town Teaser

competition.

/ Listen to the PA announcer before
kick-off for your chance to have a
go.

For the game against Crewe we
asked who scored all the Town
when
Railwaymen in the 1997 play-offs,
and the answer was David Oldfield.

met the

TODAY'S QUESTION

What was the score, and who got
the Town goals, the last time we
played Tranmere?

eV

Get the latest Haﬁters news every Wednesday

Every Wednesday read the latest
match reports, transfer news, inter-
views £ /u.

1

iii———

y

The Luton News TheDunstable Gazette . .

e

—

1 hg Sport

e To advertise in the matchday magazine

call the Commercial Department on 01582 411622

g‘f TODAY’S MASCOT
? IF LUTON Town had not been a super team to
- watch in the old First Division, five-year-old

~ Liam Phillips would never have got the chance
2 to enjoy a treat this afternoon, as Junior Hatters
scot.

- Despite living in Keens Park Road, Worplesdon,
~ Guildford, he and his dad Stuart are regulars at
~ Kenilworth Road, and at a lot of away games
4 m the early 80s, when the Town were in the old
* First Division, which is now the Premiership,
sart saw Luton matches on TV, and immedi-
ly became a Hatters fan. He has stayed loyal
 since, and now brings Liam with him to
h games from the Kenilworth Road upper

_enjoys playing football for Woking
rs, and also likes karate, reading and
ing computer games. Today he gets a look
shind the scenes, including a meeting with the
stars in the dressing room before kick-off,
= and that gives him the
chance to be introduced
to Tony Thorpe, his
| favourite player.

Today’s ball boys are
Ross Colbert, from
3 Hanworth Close, Luton,
and Luke Odell, of
Doddington Road,
% Wellingborough.

VIP GATHERING: Skippers, match officials and mas-
cots gather for the toss of the coin before our last
home game, against Crewe. Mascot for the Junior
Hatters was Daniel Maddox of Hayton Close, Luton,
and twelve-year-old James Sherry was the commer-
cial mascot.

If you wouid like to join the Junior Hatters, call the Community Department
on 01582 391927

WE OFFER a warm welcome to Kenilworth Road this
afternoon to all young football supporters, including
those who have come as fans of Tranmere Rovers.
We always enjoy going to away games, and are now
planning our final trip of the season, to Swindon, a
month from today. It's the last game of the season,
and we can be sure we will be given a friendly wel-
come at the County Ground.

As we reported in the last matchday magazine, we
had a good day out at Wigan, and our picture shows
a Junior Hatter who enjoyed the day even more than
most of us. Max Thomas's name was picked out of
the hat on the journey to be our mascot. He is nine,
and lives at Harvey Road, London Colney. As mascot
he met all the Town players, and one of the best
moments was when he was able to have a chat with
Matt Spring, because the midfielder is his favourite
player.

Being a mascot is one of the perks of Junior Hatters
membership. For home games we chose a name at
random out of the membership list, and on trips to
away matches the choice is made by lucky dip on the
coach.

Happy Harry




® The OFACIAL Club SMS Service

MOBILE!
WHATS =
THE SGORE?

MOBILE! MOBILE! WHAT'S THE SCORE?

Every league & cup goal + Exclusive club breaking news « Full time divisional round ups

et GLUB LUTON 82222

0r,if you only want away game resutts, text GLUIB LUTON AWAY » 82222

is service is available to UK Vodafone, Orange & O2 mobile customers. The cost of each SMS text message sent shall be a maximum of 25p and will be
arged direct to your mobile phone bill or deducted from your mobile phone’s pre-pay balance. The cost of texting 82222 for your club's official SMS service will be charged at
pur normal text rate. All charges are inclusive of VAT, Full terms & conditions can be found on the mobile zone at your club’s official website. www.lutontown.co.uk
e Siemens S55 handset featured has been manipulated for the purpose for this advertisement, please note that an altemative design is available for purchase in the UK.

Visitors to Luton

Peterborough 990 H
Barnsley 504
Chesterfield 366
Notts County 341
Mansfield 160
Swindon 404
Cheltenham 328
Wigan 425
Port Vale 247
Guiseley (FAC1) 467
QPR 1,851
Cambridge(LDV) 571
Colchester 527
Cardiff 1,090
Wycombe 702
Blackpool 491
Northampton 905
Brentford 533
Plymouth 1,102
Huddersfield 454
Oldham 302
Crewe 466
13,226
601

( "o Player _ \
/ of the o R

s Season 9P
Presentation

Evening

Sunday 4th May 2003
7.00pm til late
at
The Riverside Suite
Vauxhall Recreation Centre
Gipsy Lane, Luton

Special Guest Speaker

Roberto Perrone
(Three Counties Radio)

Disco * Hot & Cold Buffet » Presentation Draw
Smart Casual Dress
Tickets: £14 LTSC Members

£20 Non Members
(Subject to availability)

A FEW TICKETS LEFT. AVAILABLE TODAY AT THE LTSC KIOSK
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Regal Litho

352 Selbourne Road
Luton Beds LU4 8NU
Tel: 01582 493332
Fax: 01582 560731
ISDN: 01582 560854
Email: regallitholtd90@atlas.co.uk
www.regallitho.co.uk

¢ Digital Artwork

@ Conventional Repro
’Platemakmg

4 Colour Printing
’leshmg

@ Distribution

¢ Stationery

® Point of Sale

® Brochures

€ Commercial Print

® Magazine Publishing

The Publishers & Printers of:

sScale sScale
Aircraft Aircrart

Maodelling onographs

Saracen shootbolt locking white
scotia bead & white gaskets
Internal or external glazed windows
10 year trades insurance

backed guarantee

1000°s of satisfied customers
throughout the Home Counties
Products available in white,
woodgrain and light oak

Coloured leaded

light specialists

Before you buy elsewhere let us quote for a free
no obligation estimate and friendly advice
Direct From Factory Prices » 0% Interest Available

WE ARE in two different continents today as we
keep track of Luton Town fans spread all over the
globe. One photo is from the Antipodes, and was
e-mailed to Luton by Graham Todd, of Palmerston
North, Manawatu, New Zealand.

He said: "The picture was taken on our recent hol-
iday at Hastings, in the Hawks Bay region of New
Zealand. It shows Graham, Edward & Louise
Todd. We, with my partner Amanda, emigrated to
NZ in February 2002.

"We used to live in Houghton Regis, and | used to
sit in the upper Kenilworth. The last game | saw
was the home win over Plymouth Argyle last sea-
son, and we flew out to New Zealand the next
day.

"For over 20 years | went to games with my great
friend Steve Peacock, whose niece Mel now sits in
my seat.

"We left the UK for a better lifestyle in which to
bring up the children. One of the few things | miss
is the football on a Saturday afternoon. However
sometimes (if the missus lets me) | switch on the
computer and listen to the commentary at 3
o'clock in the morning! |'ve started to watch the
local side, Manawatu AFC, but it's not the same."

: .,", wewsand interviews call
W F2 1 123 (catls cost 60p per miniuee ac o times)

OUR other picture is from Africa. Ali and Fran
McGuinness are on a tour of the world, and the
wonders of e-mail enabled them to get their
picture to us. It was taken in Zanzibar "after our
epic seven days trekking on Kilimanjaro."
They added: "The mountain is a giant strato-
volcano reaching an elevation of 19,335ft,
(5,895m) and the picture is of us on the peak.
We thought we would keep the flag flying for
our sacred Hatters. We wish them good luck on
the promotion charge. Unfortunately we can-
not be there but we thought we'd give them
some support.”

jt_‘ by e—m_all to brian.swain @btin-
ddress and a day-time phone number.
u want the photographs back, but don't
‘with the best will in the world items some-




= new business environments
refur-blfh'r_hen'-t._'- dnteriors + design and build
STRIKING 1 R

A
Football ,4W
Emporium ¢

225 High Street, Bromley, Kent

‘ "All In One Solution' providing services from
'RAN D N EW - g complete commercial property refurbishment

: s Sl - design and build to individual office installation
IirSUBISHI S ~ . » Design and Build

Joinery i

from only | ‘N B NG Suspended Ceilings

contracts

£7995 | A i > Painting and Decorating
\ 5 S London

and a full range died Electrical . :
of Mitsubishi B | , 1. || = Carpets and Flooring Midlands
pre-owned vehicles S N . | |» Partitioning South East
also available v ' Exteriors

WWW.PREMIERIMAGE.CO.UK ® SALES » SERVICE = PARTS
OR CALL FOR A BROCHURE Good luck Hatters, may your success continue this season »‘Refurbishment

020 8464 9421 ¢ HUMMING BIRD MOTORS SPONSORS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOXES NET

41-45 LONDON RD ST ALBANS HERTS AL1 1LJ
AN

A NIH
World Cup Merchandise ~ Clothing ~ Original Art & N 01727 852323 Tel: 01525 405430 / 840426 Fax: 01525 840095 www.cpcontracts.co.uk 5!§9§ng_!

Books ~ Photography ~ Autographs ~ Toys & Games MOTORS il: hbmotors@btinternet
Housewares ~ Memorabilia ~ Antiques ~ Ephemera Open: N Sa1 8.30 5:.T::m1.T<g.f"g.‘;m.nf.':,i:.r!.‘z.fgm‘,-u.;.Jp;..:..r.[r.‘a‘.‘ only) CP Contracts, The old Coach House, 6 Woburn Street, Ampthill, Bedfordshire MK45 2HP

WHETHER IT BE A BIRTHDAY OR
CHRISTMAS PRESENT, OR EVEN A GIFT
FOR YOURSELF, YOU WILL FIND
SOMETHING UNIQUE, INTERESTING, OR
EVEN AMUSING, FOR SUPPORTERS OF
ALL CLUBS, AT THE FOOTBALL
EMPORIUM. OR IF BROMLEY IS A
LITTLE FAR, VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.hummingbirdmotors.co.uk

- "~ LONDON
Join Britain’s fastest growing
trade union. Phone me on:

0800 73181 51

Paul Kenny

- v | o @/@n’wgz
Paul Kenny

Hitchin Road Stopsley, Luton, CAN N o N LAN E CHRYSLER GMB London Regional Secretary

Bedfordshire. LU2 TUG = -G

01582 725506

OFFICIAL FUEL CDNSUMPTION FIGURES !N MPG FOﬂ mE JEEP CHEROKEE 2 4 SF’OFTT URBAH "U 2 EXTF.A UFlBAN 32.8, COMBINED 28,7 OFHC\AL CD') EMiSSIDN }5 "SJ CO{I G/KM
905, PPICE 15.CN THE ROAD AND HCLUDES. ONE YEAR'S ROAD Py TYCR FEE. FRCES AND BPECIFCATIONS

THERE'S ONLY DNE




EasyPull bearing puller

A new lightweight design of bearing jaw puller with a
spring mechanism for faster gripping behind the
component is reckoned to be one of the easiest and
most efficient pullers currently available and has now
been launched by SKF. As part of the design, a shear
pin has been included, to ensure operator safety in the
event of excessive force being applied.

Some 16 per cent of premature bearing failures can be
attributed to bad fitting. The most common fault is the
use of brute force, while ignorance or laziness regarding
use of the comect tools for the task is a major contributor.
Available in three sizes to provide maximum withdrawal
forces between three and eight tonnes (30 kN to 80 kN),
the pullers have been designed in a modular fashion to
allow simple replacement of worn or damaged parts.

SYSTEM MultiPoint automatic lubricator
SKF's SYSTEM MultiPoint is a new, automatic lubricator for
multiple grease lubrication points. It can automatically lubricate
each point simultaneously with the correct amount of lubricant
and therefore removes human error and neglect in installations
where multiple lubrication points prove to be time consuming
and liable to be forgotten. With research showing that 36% of all
bearings fail prematurely due to incorrect lubrication, SYSTEM
MultiPoint will facilitate longer bearing life and increased uptime.
SYSTEM MultiPoint's high-pressure capability, of 40bar /
B00psi, allows grease to be dispensed at the high rates required
in multiple bearing applications. Feed lines can be run to
five metres in length, with up to eight lines connected to the
lubricator, An alarm function warns of blocked feed lines and
empty cartridges, and it also stops the lubricator operating
when a machine isn't running.

MARLIN condition detector (MCD)

The MCD from SKF enables a simple but extremely

effective means of checking the health of a machine. Vibration
and temperature are measured to assess the machine's state.

Providing an inexpensive, easily learned first step into
condition monitoring, the MCD is ideal for users unfamiliar
with machine diagnostic measuring techniques. At the same
time, when coupled with an extensive range of sister units
and accessories, the condition detector can be integrated
into broader plant-wide condition monitoring strategies.

By measuring vibration velocity the user can identify
problems such as imbalance, misalignment, mechanical
looseness or wear. SKF employs a vibration monitoring
technique within the MCD that involves the use of

Added-Value
Solutions

SKF's Integrated Maintenance
Solutions (IMS) programme
consists of an extensive range
of quality products and services,
designed to maximise your
overall plant efficiency and
profitability.

Contact SKF Reliability Systems
today, for further information on
any of the products featured, or to
receive a FREE copy of the SKF
Maintenance Tools and Lubricants
catalogue.

SKF Maintennnce
Tools and Lubricants

For further information please complete the .
relevant areas and return to: X
SKF FREEPOST MK1540 Luton LU3 4BR. :

HMV Single of the Week
TOMIC KITTEN - LOVE DOESN'T
HAVE TO HURT

Dedications Announced

3.50

ane i

Golden Gamble -
Wmmng ticket drawn on pﬁ@h

5"IY SEMENT :

*, The Chairman and Directors of Luton Town Football Club
\ undertake to ensure as far as humanly possible that all
| activities that take place at the Kenilworth Road Stadium

II.I"'

‘:‘n D “L

MARLIN (MCD) 3 are conducted in such a way that as far as is reasonably

acceleration enveloping, which makes gear and bearing v [ SYSTEM 24 iy ) ¥

wear easier to detect. SYSTER Wit T ilcheck ) practical the safety of everybody at the stadium is
Maintenance Tools & Lubricants Catalogue r assured. L 1

OilCheck monitor i ! . It is the policy of the Chairman and Directors to ensure

A new hand-held and extremely simple to use method of ' ' . { o= -

determining the degree of degradation and contamination of Name '; that the conditions set out in the General safetv

mineral and synthetic oils is now available from SKF, along with D OOMBERY oo v H Certificate, issued under the Safety at Sports Grounds

the facility to provide a full diagnostic service through detailed | Address i
lubrication analysis procedures 1 H

The hand-held monitoring device is a comparative .
instrument, which enables optimised intervals to be maintained {
between oil changes. It detects and measures the dielectric !
constant in a used oil sample, which is compared against H

’fAct. 1975, are fully complied with.
It is the Club's policy to provide at any activity sufficient and competent staff
and management systems to ensure as far as humanly possible the safe

:m’C;’ Y 5 admission, accommodation and exiting of spectators attending the stadium.

results taken from an unused lubricant of the same type

Wl i : These systems will be subject to continual monitoring, testing and updating
All that is required is for a few drops of sample cil to be ! S ST '

placed in a circular recess from which a sensor will determine i E-malf where necessary.

the appropriate value. The display is via a green/red grading e e s e R
indicator and a 1-100 numerical readout.

%’& Mdfﬂl—déﬂ//ﬁf" Chairman

Reviewed August, 2002.

SKF (U.K.) Limited
01582 496436 marketing.uk@skf.com www.skf.co.uk

For the latest news, views and interviews call: :
CLUB CALL on 09068 121123 (calls cost 60p per minute at all times) (5




LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB

For meetings, receptions, presentations,
parties, AGM’s or product launches, all year
round.

Luton Town Football Club offers unique
facilities with a warm welcome.

Six function rooms offering professional
catering from coffee to buffets to waitress
silver service, from 8 to 80 persons.
Comprehensive business facilities include
projectors and screens, flip charts, fax and
photocopying.

Room layouts can be boardroom, theatre or
banqueting.

Bar, dance floor and disco information
available on request

. Sk _ |Reception |Conference
- Function Suite | or Bar only | or Dinner

Eric Morecamha Suite| 100 80

Century Club 100

Kenilworth Suite | 100

Joe Pa!jnii_- Lounge 100

Milennium Suite | 70| 35

Qe Boa,rd,rﬁom 50 30 )

For more information call the
Commercial Department on
01582 411622 or
email: commercial@utontown.co.uk

www.lutontown.co.uk

BELLES' first league defeat of the
season, going down 3-2 to
Leighton Linslade, looks to have
cost them dear, with only the
league champions certain of pro-
motion.

They made a great effort to save
the game after going two down.
Goals from Fay Howell and Vicky
Moody looked to have rescued a
point, but after a Kaylee Owen
goal was harshly ruled out they
conceded an injury-time winner.
Town bounced back in style last
weekend with an emphatic 7-0
win against Newport Pagnell.
Kim Hide scored twice with long-
range efforts, and Lyndsey
McKeown and Vicky Moody gave

Luton a four-goal advantage
before they unveiled their latest
youngster from the bench. Asian
sensation Arti Patel scored with
her very first touch, and then
went on to complete a hat trick in
just 20 minutes.

Town's under-14s now stand just
one win from their champi-
onship, with two more victories
in the past week. A double strike
from leading scorer Michelle
Byrne was enough to win a hard-
fought match at West Ham 2-0,
and they followed up last week
with a 2-1 home win over
Belmont United. Michelle Byrne
gave Town the lead but United
equalised late on, and it was left

SENSATIONAL: Super-sub Arti Patel nets with her first touch, on the
way to a 20-minute hat-trick for the Belles against Newport Pagnell.

to Rebecca
Kane to fire home an

injury time winner to maintain
their 100% record.

The under-13s also hold on to
pole position, after earning a 1-1
draw against Tottenham Hotspur
courtesy of a Laura Massey goal.
But second-placed QPR look
favourites to lift the title, having
beaten Town 4-1, but a top three
finish is still a real possibility in
their first season in the league,
which would be a tremendous
achievement.

The all-conquering under-11
Belles will be presented with
their championship trophy at half
time today. They have had a
tremendous season, and have
finished as champions in an age
group which contains 22 teams
throughout the Home Counties.
Their latest wins include a nail-
biting League Cup success over
Stevenage Borough Juniors,
winning 4-3 on penalties after a
goal-less tie, and a 1-0 league
win against Stevenage Vixens.
The winner came from hot-shot
Lauren Bruton.

Belles championship squad is
Sian Hall, Georgia Day,
Stephanie White, Kelly Moss,
Jasmine Hall, Olivia Robinson,
Robyn Wilfort, Jade
McEntaggart, Yasmin Hickling
and Lauren Bruton.

Dave Baker

ws.viewsand interviews call:
on 09068 121123 (calls cost 60p per minute at all times)




‘Sale Stlll Contmues
Until Stock Clears

Toddler Kit
£2299 £11.49

Shirts

Childrens £29:89 £14.99
Youths XL £29:899 £14.99
Adults £39.59 £19.99

Long Sleeve Shirts
Adults Only £42:99 £21.49

§ Shorts
Childrens £15:99 £7.99
Adults £18:59 £9.99

(4

Not to be thissed!

e Shop online at www.hattersshop.com

New Leisure Wear
From X/\R/\

Salf Strlpa Polo Shnrt
Childrens: YL, YXL £25.00 Adults Only: S,M,LXL,XXL £22.50
Adults: S,M, L XL, XXL £27.50

Navy Self Stripe Rugby Shirt

Crew Neck T-Shirt
Adults Only: S,M,L,XL,XXL £19.50

Long Sleeve Sweatshirt
Adults Only: S,M,L,XLXXL £27.50

] Navy V-Neck
| Orange/White Trim T-
| Shirt
| Adults Only: S,M,LXLXXL
' £19.50

g Orange Side Panelled
= V-Neck
1 T-Shirt
Adults Only: S,M,LXL,XXL
£19.50

| Navy Orange/White
Trlm 1/2 Zip Polo Shirt

heShOP at: clubshop@lutontown.co.uk



PERSONAL LOANS

aNationwide

Time for a Nationwide Personal Loan

Our lowest
rate ever

7.9%

APR FIXED

Call us today for a quick decision e

Nationwide. Proud to be different

“ www.nationwide.co.uk | & 0800 30 20 10 | gf&n or just call in

LOANS ARE SUBJECT TO AN APPLICANT’S FINANCIAL STANDING AND ARE AVAILABLE TO THOSE AGED 18 OR OVER. CREDIT FACILITIES PROVIDED
BY AND WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE FROM NATIONWIDE TRUST LIMITED, NATIONWIDE HOUSE, 20 LOWER DAGNALL STREET, ST. ALBANS,
HERTS AL3 4RR. NATIONWIDE TRUST IS A WHOLLY OWNED SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONWIDE BUILDING SOCIETY. PLEASE NOTE FOR VARIOUS LEGAL,
REGULATORY AND CUSTOMER SERVICE REQUIREMENTS YOUR CALL MAY BE RECORDED

Exeter 1 Luton Town 1

I WAS disappointed not to win this game, because
we were ahead until two minutes from time and
except for a momentary lack of concentration that
cost a goal our overall performance deserved three
points.

Good football was difficult on a hard bumpy pitch,
and the first half was poor. We were playing down a
slope and the ball ran away at pace. But we were
solid at the back, and Dean Brill had only one serious
save to make, doing well to deal with a free kick.
Our passing improved up the slope, and we were
worth the lead given to us on 63 minutes, when
Parys Okai got down the left and crossed, and Keith
Keane netted with an excellent header. With three
schoolboys in the side, our second-half showing was
pleasing, but in the 88th minute we paid dearly for
r ™

FL Youth Alliance Under-19

August

17 Walsall H 0-0

31 Kidderminster A 10 Freeman
September

7 Brentford (LC) A 20 Freeman, Okai

14 Oxford (LC) H 41 Osbom2 Okai Freeman
21 Wycombe (LC) H 2-2 Judge, Barnett
28 Northampton H 0-1

October

12 Peterborough A 13 O’Leary

19 West Brom A 01

23 Brentford(FAYC1) A 3-0 Judge, Freeman 2
26 Rushden H 3-1 Judge, Freeman, Osbomn
November

2 Oxford Utd H  5-1 Judge 3, Freeman, Osborn
7 Tooting(FAYC2) A  3-1 Judge 2, Davies
16 Brighton (LC1) A 2-1 Barnett, O'Leary
30 West Brom H 2-1 Judge, Maitland
December

4 Stoke(FAYC3) H 1-0 Judge

7 Rushden & D A 21 Maitland 2

14 Oxford Utd A 01

21 Cambridge A 00

January

1 Cambridge H postponed

15 Bradford (FAYC4) H 1-0 Foley

18 Walsall A postponed

25 Kidderminster H 3-0 Ridgway 2, Barnett
February

1 Northampton A 03

8 Peterborough H 2-1 Davies, Judge
15 Cardiff (LC2) A 13 Foley

22 Oxford (MD2) H 041

27 M’boro (FAYC5) H 1-1 Foley. Lost on pens

Merit Div Two South

March

1 Cambridge A 00

15 Brighton H 00

22 Exeter A 11 Keane

29 Gillingham A 2-2 CO’Leary, Ridgway
April

12 Bournemouth H

19 L. Orient A

26 Cheltenham H

turning off at a corner, allowing
a free header for the equaliser.
Luton Town: Brill, D. Deeney, R. Mansell, O'Leary,
Davis, Barnett, Keane, Foley, Judge, Freeman, Okai.

Gillingham 2 Luton Town 2
WE DID well to come back from two down, and over
the 90 minutes the result was about right. We
started both halves brightly, and were on top until
the 55th minute, when a shot was fumbled and
trickled over the line to give Gillingham the lead.
Eight minutes later they scared again, but this time
from a tremendous shot.
But we persevered and after 74 minutes Luke
Maitland was brought down on a run for goal and
Stephen O’Leary converted the penalty. Maitland
took a knock and was subbed, and his replacement,
Sean Ridgway, fired off a snap shot through a
crowded penalty area for the equaliser, and in the
closing minutes Keith Keane was denied the winner
by a good save.
Luton Town: Beckwith, D. Deeney, R. Mansell,
O’Leary, Davies, Barnett, Keane, Foley, Andrew
(Magadah 83 mins), Maitland (Ridgway 75 mins),
Okai

WE ARE at home to Bournemouth on Saturday. Kick-
off at Luton RFC is at 11am and spectators are
welcome.

APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets: Barnett
28(1), O’Leary 27, Okai 26, Davies 24(2), Foley 22,
Judge 21(1), Freeman 20(2), R. Mansell 18(3), Howell
18, Maitland 16(6), Beckwith 16, J. Deeney 16,
Osborn 14(1), Gillman 13(1), Keane 11(9), Brill 11(2),
Ridgway 9(4), D. Deeney 4, Barrett 2, De Souza 1(2),
Mountford 1(1), Andrew 1, Magadah 0(3).

Goals: Judge 11, Freeman 7, Osborn 4, Maitland 3,
Barnett 3, Foley 3, Okai 2, Ridgway 3, O’Leary 3,

Davies 2, Keane 1.
John Moore

FLYA UNDER-19 MERIT DIVISION TWO

P W D L F A Pts
Cambridge 4.6 .1 0 .13 10
Exeter 4 3 1 0 -8 2 10
Brighton 4 3 1T O 6 2 10
Oxford 5 3 0 2 9 10 9
Cheltenham 4 2 O 2 '6 10 6
Luton Town 5 0 4 1 3 4 a
Bournemouth 4 1 6 3 6 8 3
Gillingham 4 0 1 3 2 8 1
L. Orient 4 0 0 4 3 10 0




Luton Town 4
Southend Utd 4
OUR final competitive game of the season was a
terrific match. It included a player sent off and
three penalties, to add to the two which were
awarded to us in the previous fixture with
Southend.
We put out a very young side, and | thought we
might struggle to contain a good visiting outfit.
But we did well, and should have won after being
two goals up with 20 minutes to go, before being
reduced to ten men.
Josh Green was penalised for the game's first spot
kick, which enabled Southend to go ahead after 15
minutes, and five minutes later trialist goalkeeper
Liam Bevan was injured and had to be replaced by
Zak Barrett.
Our attack looked sharp, with Peter Clark’s pace a
problem for Southend, and he was brought down
for the 30th-minute penalty which led to our
equaliser. Jason Blythe's spot kick hit the post, but
Stuart Richardson netted from the rebound and
eight minutes later we went ahead when Luke
Maitland volleyed in from 20 yards. Southend
fought back to level before half-time, but after the
break we looked like running away with the game,

with Clark regaining our lead with a header on the
hour, and then hounding a defender into an own
goal ten minutes later.

At 4-2 it looked all over, but Paul Burrows was sent
off for a strong challenge, and it became a niggly
game after that. We came under pressure,
conceded a goal on 85 minutes, and Green was
very unlucky to be penalised in the last minute,
enabling Southend to save a point with their
second penalty.

It was disappointing to concede four goals, but to
finish fourth in our first season in the Youth
Alliance at this level is a wvery creditable
performance.

Luton Town: Bevan (Barrett 20 mins), Smyth,
Kelly (Maitland 60 mins), De Souza, Pendleton,
Green, Richardson (Sinclair 75 mins), Burrows,
Clark, Maitland, Blythe.

FL Youth Alliance Under-17
COMPLETE

APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets: Blythe 20,
D. Deeney 18, Ridgway 17, Smyth 17(3),
Mountford 16(1), Magadah 15(3), Blake 13(2), Brill
13, De Souza 13(2), P. Clark 12(3), Shea 9(3),
Danaher 9(3), Reid 8, Keane 8, Pendleton 6(6),
Freeman 5(1), Green 5(5), Maitland 5(2), Skelton

PR Brentford 0 Luton Town 0
iy JAVON é?* THIS WAS not the best of games,
INSURANCE [/ | glthough we were the better team
and really should have won. We
failed to do so because we didn’t get it right in the last
third of the field. On the other hand we could have
lost, because we made a couple of mistakes at the
back which could have been punished.
We fielded a trialist, Juanjo, who is available on a free
transfer from Bradford City, but he seemed to find it
difficult to get into the game. He showed some nice
skill, but failed to convert one or two half chances. We
tried to play the right way against a big, awkward and
robust side, and our effort and commitment was OK.
Luton Town: Ovendale, Jupp, Skelton, Davies,
Barnett, Foley (Judge 81 mins), Leary, Hughes (Okai
53 mins), Holmes, Juanjo, Mansell.

OMBINATION &

Luton Town 1 Colchester O

ON THE run of play we barely deserved this result, but
the players worked hard for it and the bonus was that
Emmerson Boyce returned after injury and did well
before being subbed after half an hour, and Alan
Neilson got through half a game. Chris Willmott,
David Bayliss and Alan Kimble returned to complete
90 minutes.

Peter Holmes, a midfielder, and Leon Barnett, a youth
team defender, were our emergency strikers, and they
combined for the 68th-minute goal, with Holmes
getting in the cross and Barnett doing well to lose a
defender and slot it in. Trialist defender Peter Douala,

'3 ™
it FL Youth Alliance Under-17 4(1), Barrett 4(1), R. Mansell 4, Howell 3, Hurst 3,
ugu . . .
179 Brighton A 03 Burrows 4, Sinclair 2(13), Richardson 2(3),
24 Peterborough A 60 gngag;‘;‘;ﬂan McCarthy 1(2), Robinson 1(1), Barnett 1, R. Clark 1,
Keane, Maitland. : Bevan 2, Kelly 1(2), S. Foley 0(1).
September
7 Southend A 2 Ridgway 2 pens .
e s W 10 Mageddh Goals: Magadah 10, Ridgway 5, P. Clark 5,
2 i 2 1 B e Freeman 4, Keane 4, Blythe 3, Maitland 3, Shea 1,
it ) Barnett 1, R. Mansell 1, Blake 1, Richardson 1,
5 Colchester H 3-0 Magadsh, Keane, Blythe 0G 1. .
19 QPR H 02
26 Wycombe A 41 Magadah 4 Mﬂrk Kzagway
November g 1
2 L. Orient A 1-3 Ridgway FLYA UNDER-17 SE CONFERENCE
9 Brentford H 0-0
16 Cambridge H 11 Maitland P W D L F A Pts
23 Colchester A 31 Freeman 2, Keane Brighton 22 15 3 4 49 23 48
gt;cembaroPH A Bk WROROHN. Cark Peterborough 22 13 6 3 45 20 45
Wycombe H 0-2 L. Orient 22 13 4 5 46 19 43
14 L. Orient H 01 Luton Town 22 10 6 6 40 32 36
January Wycombe 22 9 6 7 38 45 33
1 Brentford A 11 Freeman Cambridge 29 8 5 9 '41 37 29
ﬁ Peterborough H 10 Blythe Colchester 22 7 B 10, 37 50 26
anriary Portsmouth 22 5 Sp N0/ A4 vags 129
SR s 2 ppesponmd Brentford 22 5 5 12 33 51 20
'ortsmouth A 2-6 Clark 2 QPR 2 3 11 8 28 41 20
22 Gillingh H 31 Magadah 2, Blake,
March s i Gillingham 22 5 5 12 39 57 20
8 Brighton H 2-0 Keane, Magadah Southend 22 4 7 11 34 58 19
H 4-4  Richardson, Maltland, Clark, 0G )

ex Monaco, had a reasonable
game after replacing Boyce.
Luton Town: Ovendale, Boyce (Douala

30 mins), Willmott, Bayliss, Kimble, Jupp, Skelton
(Osborn 85 mins), Neilson (Foley HT), Hughes,
Holmes, Barnett

OUR next scheduled Avon Insurance Combination
fixture is at home to Bristol City on Wednesday. Kick-
off at Kenilworth Road is at 2pm. We are still awaiting
new dates for four matches which were postponed
earlier in the season.

APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets: L. Mansell
16(1), Leary 14(2), Holmes 13, Foley 12(2), Skelton 12,
Hillier 9, Barnett 8(2), J. Deeney 8(1), Fotiadis 8,
Ovendale 7, Griffiths 7, Gillman 6(3), Kimble 6, Bayliss
6, Hughes 6, Osborn 5(9), Okai 5(7), Brill 5(1), Neilson
5, Jupp 4, O'Leary 3(5), Barnett 3(2), Brkovic 3,
Emberson 3, Perrett 3, Judge 2(5), Davies 2(5),
Eberendo 2(2), Howell 2(1), Beckwith 2, Thorpe 2,
Michael Johnson 2, Crowe 2, Forbes 1, Davis 1,
Kovacevic 1, De Souza 1, Berthelin 1, Nicholls 1,
Maitland 1, Viander 1, Pandong 1, McAllister 1,
Foyewa 1, Juanjo 1, Boyce 1, Willmott 1, Marvin
Johnson 0(1), R. Mansell 0(1), Douala 0(1).

Goals: Griffiths 5, Judge 4, Fotiadis 3, Brkovic 3,
Crowe 2, Howell 2, Thorpe 2, Barnett 2, Skelton 1,
Eberendo 1, Holmes 1, Gillman 1, Maitland 1, Mansell
1, Leary 1.

AVON COMBINATION TABLE Brian Stein
( August )
P W B L F A Pts Wed 14 Bristol City(LC) A 03
Crystal Palace 21 15 & 1 55 15 50 Wed 21 Reading A 1-2 Skelton
Narwich 21 11 8 2 34 13 41 ;Vsd zah Bristol Rov H 1-1 Griffiths
eptember
Portsmouth 20 11 5 4 37 18 38 Wod 4 Millwall H  2-1 Griffiths 2(1p)
Colchester 220 1 5 6 34 18 38 Wed 18 Swindon A 4-0 Fotiadis 2, Eberendo, Howell
Plymouth 20 12 2 6 35 29 38 g;dbzs Peterborough H  4-1 Thorpe 2, Fotiadss, Holmes
2 . ober
Bﬂsu.)l City 2010 4 6 38 33 34 Wed 9 Plymouth A 4-0 Brkovic 2, Gillman, Judge
Reading 19 9 4 6 36 24 3 Wed 16 Wycombe H  3-1 Judge 2, Howell
Brighton 19 9 & 6 32 21 31 \'b;‘,ed EObECambridge A 10 Barnett
i lovember
Gemior 21 9 4 & 3 % N o L R S o e S
L. Orient 2 7 8 7 40 38 29 Wed 27 Northampton A 1-3 Judge
Luton Town 172 7- 7 '8 30 1828 December
Southend 19 8 4 .7 2 27 28 ma}: Barnet H 12 Maitland
QPR 20 7 6 7 29 28 27 Wed 8  Brighton A Postponed
Oxford 21 8 3. - 10 - 29 30027 Wed 22 Bournemouth H  4-4 Crowe 2, Brkovic, Mansell
Swindon 18 8 2 8 23 37 26 Wed 29 Leyton Orient A 11 Leary
Cheltenham 19 7. 3-8 383300928 renruany
| Wed 12 Southend A 00
Cardiff 19 B8 -7 19 .07 e e 3 bo
Cambridge 19 6 4 9 29 33 22 :ﬂhd hZB Cheltenham H Postponed
Bristol Rov 23 5 7 11 27 40 22 arc|
Wed 5 C. Palace H  Postponed
Peterborough 19 6 3 10 30 37 21 Wed 12 Norwich H 2.2 Griffiths 2
Bournemouth 21 5 6 10 35 43 21 Wed 25 Bremtford Pyl Sk
Gillingham 200 7.9 2233 ag aﬂz Y i <
Wycombe 22 5 4 13 20 46 19 olchester arnett
Northampton 19 4 3 12 26 46 15 od Bamoicity g
Barnet 21 2 2 17 18 62 8 Mon 28 Oxford A 2pm 4

\ 22 Southend

P o R e e




DIVISION 2 STATS |

WINNING FULL GROUNDS - il CLEAN FAILED MSEQUENCES:
MARGINS ATTENDANCES SHEETS TOSCORE
Gms without L Gmswithout Lge
Gmswonby: 19l 2gls 3gis dgls 5+| 1 ) | hosdini Poe e P &?lg!cunvzmnﬁ:
Wigan 1 13 1 0 0| Blackpool , B r:gtol Gi 6
Gréwe 8 10 2 2 1/ i | Wigan 20 1 |Huddersfield 19 24 I ity e
: Oldham 18 5 |Northampton19 23 Oldham
Cardiff 13 4 1 3 0f Crewe 15 2 [Monsfeld 16 22 Lutom 2
BristolCity 8 8 4 1 0 gprgrﬁ }g g Eiterb?frp? h}g g 80PR ale 2
Oldham nN s 0 2 1] esterfie Al 1
esterfield 15 17 |Brentford 13 14
QPR 6 8 3 2 01§ BritolGity 14 4 |Swindon 13 12 @ Dmouth 4
Tranmere 13 2 2 1 0 Brentford 14 14 |Wycombe 12 13 UNDEFEATED RUN:
Luton M 2 3 0 0 : ||;utc>'r‘lb0 5 g % Efnrnksley | H }g \BN‘ an 11
4 2 0 1 eterborou lackpoo istol Ci
;I]\crskm;tgl ? 5 3 0 0 Huddersfield 12 24 | Cheltenham 10 21  Blac 1
p ! Phymouth 11 9 |PortVale 10 19 Cardi 10
Wycombe 5 4 2 1 1 Blackpool 11 10 |NottsCounty 10 15  Tranmere 9
Brentford 9 2 1 0 1] &?Ichestbeer }g g 1PJymauth :8 2 Gmpwwm g
i 6 4 2 0 1 com ranmere j
Sindon \ Northampton 10 23 | QPR 10 ¢ prentford 7
Chesterfield 10 1 0 2 0 Luton 7
Tranmere 9 7 |Oldham 10 5 Oldhe 7
Colchester 8 3 1 1 0| ™™ PortVale 9 19 |BristolCity 10 4 ' Sindon 7
Mansfield 7 2 0 1 1| BristolCity Cheltenham 9 21 |Stockport 9 20
Stockport 6 3 1 1 0]! I i NottsCounty 8 15 | Colchester 9 11 LOSING s
Barisle 9 2 0 0 ol Mansfield Stockport =~ 6 20 [Luton 8 8 Swindon 6
y i Swindon 5 12 | Crewe 8 2  Chesterfield 5
NottsCounty6 2 3 0 O Mansfield 5 22 | Cardiff 6 3 Cmer 5
PortVale 9 1 1 0 0, Barnsley 4 16 | Wigan 6 1  Mansfield 5
Peterborough 5
PeterboroughS5 2 1 2 0 Blackpool a
Northampton5 2 3 0 0f! Luton 4
Cheltenham 4 4 1 0 0 ym?;mm i
Huddersfield6 2 1 0 0 o 30 45 e 8 100 Wycombe 4

HEADERS -
CONCEDED 10
QPR 9
Mansfield Bristol ; 8
Wigan o 13 BLentfurer ’ 19 G h;_m g
Wycom! 1 Chesterfie 16
Stockport 13 | NottsCounty 16 Em Coitinty g
Tranmere 13 | PortVale 16 3 rt 8
Barnsley 12 | Swindon 13 B rd 7
Blackpool 12 | Bamnsle 12 Mansfield 7
Cardi 12 | Cheltenham 11 Peterborough i
Peterborough 12 | Colchester 1 Swindon 7
Plymouth ~ 12 | Stockport 1
Cheltenham 11 | Blackpool 10 T
Crewe 1 | Luton 10 3
Colchester 10 | QPR 10
Luton 10 g i
Port Vale 10 Premiership
e 67,706 Man Uv Fulham
HE MOST COMSIE 14,253 Fulhamv Boro
7 =N Division 1
’ 33,016 Derbyv Reading
849 Wimbledonv Rotherham
Division 2
o ) ot 18,085 Bristol C v Plymouth
en Tony Steven e Scott k.
Earmshaw  Huke  Beckett  Parkin  Stallord  Chrisie  Thorpe  Howard Wijhard  Murray 2,721 Colchester v Wigan
jeCls: 30 21 26 23 23 18 12 16 8 14 Division3
:Cc (élls. :1’. ":l) } g a 2 ? a % (3) 22,319 Hull v Hartlepool
52
W: 0 4 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 5 1,576 Macc v Hartlepool
ls/Gme:  0.77 0.72 0.62 0.57 0.50 0.48 0.46 0.46 0.45 0.45

MORE BITE THAN A
ROY KEANE TACKLE...

e e oo iy

KENILWORTH Road stages a massive game this

ey

afternoon between the only two teams who have
any real hope of moving up to nick the sixth play-off
place. Tranmere, trying to extend a run of nine
games without defeat will cling on to seventh place
even if the Town win, but could be deprived of it if
the Town make it six points out of six at Cheltenham

on Tuesday.

The defeat against Crewe a fortnight ago was a
major blow to Town hopes, but the good news was
that Wigan had produced the goods by winning at
Loftus Road. Queens Park Rangers, however, went
nine points ahead of the Town on Saturday by
winning 3-1 at Blackpool, ending the Seasiders’

play-off hopes.

Today we need Lennie Lawrence to do us a favour,
in another six-pointer, with QPR the visitors to
Ninian Park. If Cardiff win, three Town victories in
eight days, starting this afternoon, could put us

level

with Rangers on points,

although

the

Londoners have a better goal difference. Tranmere,
of course, have other ideas, and are also in with a
chance of overhauling Rangers.
On paper, QPR and the Town have similar prospects
in the final month of the season. After next week'’s
game, Rangers have only one promaotion-chasing

Nationwide League Division Two
HOME AWAY

PWDLFA WDLF A GD Pts
*Wigan 40117 2 3115 14 4 229 9 36 86
Crewe 4011 3 6 2716 12 5 34420 35 77
Cardiff 38125 33215 9 5 42718 26 73
Bristol City 4012 5 3 3413 9 4 7 3328 26 72
Oldham 40 8 6 6 2917 11 8 12615 23 7
QPR 4012 3 5 3419 7 7 6 2624 17 67
Tranmere 40115 4 3022 7 5 82632 0 64
Luton Town 398 5 7 2925 8 5 62728 3 58
Plymouth 409 5 63524 6 7 72122 10 57
Blackpool 4010 6 4 3120 5 5102032 -1 56
Colchester 40 8 6 6 2317 5 7 82532 -1 52
Swindon 408 5 7 3025 5 6 92331 -3 50
Wycombe 398 5 63729 5 5101925 2 48
Brentford 40 8 6 6 2416 5 4111732 -7 49
Notts County 40 8 7 5 3330 3 8 92434 -7 48
Barnsley 40 6 8 6 2427 5 5102230 -11 46
Chesterfield 4010 4 6 2723 3 31413 36 -19 46
Peterborough 39 56 6 8 2019 5 7 8 2231 -8 43
Port Vale 40 7 4 9 2527 4 61019 34 -17 43
Stockport 40 6 8 6 3333 5 11418 30 -12 42
Cheltenham 395 6 8 1927 4 7 9 24 33 -17 40
Mansfield 40 8 2 103642 3 51222 41 -25 40
*Northamptond40 7 3 102124 3 51214 39 -28 38
Huddersfield 40 6 7 7 2223 3 3149 30 -22 37
*Not including last night's match, Northampton v Wigan

side to meet, Crewe at Loftus
Road, while the Town’'s only top
six opposition will be Danny Wilson's Bristol City, at
Kenilworth Road in a fortnight.

Tranmere, however, have what looks like an easier
run-in: after today’s match their final five fixtures
are all against teams currently in the bottom half of
the table.

The remaining fixtures which affect the Town'’s play-
off chances:

Luton Town: Tranmere H, Cheltenham A, QPR A,
Bristol City H, Colchester A, Stockport H, Swindon A
QPR: Cardiff A, Luton H, Brentford A, Notts County
H, Crewe H, Colchester A.

Tranmere: Luton A, Wycombe H, Notts County A,
Northampton H, Mansfield H, Stockport A.

Today’s visitors are on a bit of a roll: they haven't
lost for two months, when they suffered
consecutive defeats, at Cheltenham and at home to
Swindon. Since then they have bagged 19 points
out of 27. lan Anderson, a deadline day loan signing
from Preston, marked his Prenton Park debut with
the goal that set them on their way to a 2-1 victory
over Chesterfield a week ago. Their previous five
results: Brentford A 2-1, Wigan A 0-0, Crewe H 2-1,
Cardiff H 3-3, Barnsley A 1-1 and Peterhorough
A 0-0.

Their seven away victories this season were at Port
Vale, Wycombe, Northampton, Huddersfield, QPR,
Plymouth and Brentford. Draws on the road were at
Swindon, Colchester, Wigan, Barnsley, and
Peterborough. Eight away defeats came at Oldham,
Bristol City, Blackpool, Crewe, Mansfield,
Chesterfield, Cardiff and Cheltenham.

Brian Swain

Tonight’s Other Second Division Games

Brentford v Cheltenham
Cardiff v QPR
Huddersfield v Chesterfield
Mansfield v Port Vale
Notts County v Blackpool
Oldham v Barnsley
Peterborough v Swindon
Plymouth v Colchester
Wycombe v Stockport
Last night
Northampton v Wigan

Bristol City play Carlisle in the final of the
LDV Vans Trophy at Cardiff tomorrow.
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Sat 10 Aug| PETERBOROUGH UNITED H L 2-3| 7,860 | 16th B Curson 2/1/0/0 IESi = & = o 0 d _j I = 0
Tue 13 Aug Blackpaol A L 2-5| 6,377 22nd M Clattenburg [ [ ] = [] D = 0
Sat 17 Au Plymouth Argyle A L 1-2| 10,973 | 23rd T Parkes 'F_ [] [ ]
Sat 24 Aug BARNSLEY H L 2-3| 6,230 | 23rd R Beeby [ i [N
Mon 26 Aug Cardiff City A D 0-0] 13,564 | 2ath P Danson [] [}
Sat 31 Aug CHESTERFIELD H w 3-0] 6,060 | 21st P Taylor sus [] 0

Sat 7 Sep, Brentford A D 0-0] 7,145 21st D Pugh [) ® 0
Tue 10 Sep Watford A w 2-1] 14,171 | wc1 P Walton [] [E) 0
Sat 14 Sep NOTTS COUNTY H D 2-2| 6,456 | 21st A Kaye 9 [ 0
Tue 17 Sep MANSFIELD TOWN H L 2-3| 6,004 | 23rd B Knight [ 0

Sat 21 Sep Huddersfield Town A w 1-0| 9,249 10th F Stretton ']
Sat 28 Se SWINDON TOWN H w 3-0| 6,393 15th P Joslin 0

Wed 2 Oct Aston Villa A L 0-3| 20,833 | wc2 C Webster = [] 0

Sat 5 Oct Stockport County A w 3-2| 5932 14th M Cowbumn =00 [ B [] 0
Sat 12 Oct CHELTENHAM TOWN H w 2-1| 6,447 10th € Penton _"H [ ] 0

Sat 19 Oct| Oldham Athletic A w 2-1| 6,916 10th C Boyeson < ® sus 0
Tue 22 Oct Woking A W 2-0| 1,216 | LOVVT1 MThorpe ® ﬂ_
sat 26 Oct WIGAN ATHLETIC H D 1-1| 7,364 | 10th S Tomlin [] [ ] []

Tue 29 Oct Crewe Alexandra A W 1-0] 6,030 9th T Bates [ ] _!

Sat 2 Nov Northampton Town A L 0-3| 5,750 10th P Durkin [ ]

Sat 9 Nov PORT VALE H D 0-0[ 6112 | 10th P Robi sus [ ] 0
Tue 12 Nov Stevenage Borough A w 4-3| 2,601 | LowvT2 P Rejer (] 0
Sat 16 Nov| GUISELEY H w 4-0| 5,248 | FAC1 1 Ross [] [ 0
Sat 23 Nov| QUEENS PARK RANGERS H D 0-0| 9,477 8th E [ BN ] 0

Sat 30 Nov Tranmere Rovers A W 31| 8273 7th A Penn 0

Sat 7 Dec Wigan Athletic A L 0-3] 4,544 | FAC2 H Webb [] sus (] sus 0
Tue 10 Dec CAMBRIDGE UNITED H L 1-2| 3,578 | LDWT3 M Jones L Sus 0
Sat 14 Dec COLCHESTER UNITED H L 1-2| 5,890 8th M Cowburn [] [] sus sUus. 0

Sat 21 Dec Bristol City A 3] 1-1| 14,057 8th M Cooper B sus [] 0
Thu 26 Dec CARDIFF CITY H w 2-0, 7,805 6th P Armstrong sus L sus L) [] 0

Sat 28 Dec| __ Wycombe Wanderers A W__[21] 7,740 | th P Walton i [ B sus 0

Wed 1 Jan Chesterfield A L 1-2] 4,638 6th M Ryan [ (BN ! 0

Sat 18 Jan Barnsley A W 32| 9,079 Tth S Mathieson sus Sus =) o @ 0
Sat 25 Jan|  WYCOMBE WANDERERS H [ 1-0/ 7,351 7th C Wilkes sus | 0

Sat 1 Feb Peterborough United A D 1-1| 6,760 8th P Joslin sus Sus [] 0
Sat 8 Fehl Port Vale A W 2-1] 4,714 7th L Mason [] I-“‘_ o 0
Tue 11 Feb BLACKPOOL H L 1-3| 6,563 | 8th G Hegley [] IR [ ] 0
Sat 15 Feb|  NORTHAMPTON TOWN H w 3-2| 7,048 8th K Hill [] Y N []
Sat 22 Feb BRENTFORD H L 0-1| 6,940 9th A Hall ; [ ] I =
Tue 25 Feb PLYMOUTH ARGYLE H W 1-0| 7,589 7th T Bates L []
Sat 1 Mar| Notts County A L 1-2| &778 9th M Messias casei []

Tue 4 Mar] Mansfield Town A L 23] 4829 | oth C Wilkes [] [] i

Sat 8 Mar HUDDERSFIELD TOWN H w 3-0| 6,122 8th I Williamson [ ] =

Sat 15 Mar Wigan Athletic A D 1-1| 7,087 8th S Mathieson [ BN ] [ ] .

Tue 18 Mar OLDHAM ATHLETIC H D 0-0| 6,142 8th R Styles [] | [] &
Sat 22 Mar CREWE ALEXANDRA H L 0-4] 6,607 8th S Baines 2/ojo/o] @ | | o 8 [ ] i = 0

Sat 5 Apr TRANMERE ROVERS H | 3:00pm D2

Tue 8 Apr| Cheltenham Tewn A 7:45pm D2

Sat 12 Apr, Queens Park Rangers A | 3:00pm D2
Sat 19 Apr. BRISTOL CITY H | 3:00pm 02
Mon 21 Apr| Colchester United A 3:00pm D2
Sat 26 Apr STOCKPORT COUNTY H | 3:00pm D2 r

Sat 3 May Swindon Town A 3:00pm D2

Attendance Statistics Started Match q i ] I8z 3 T—

Penalties (il Competitians) Substitute (Used: 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

3 (S)cored 0 (M)issed = 100% Success [ Highest Home 9,477 Total2002/2003Apps| 7 [ 23| 5 | 0 | 5 | 9 | 0 | 6 [25] 21| 2 |41 [ 33/11[24/32| 4 [14] 8 [ 2|2 [ 1391 [32[34/39[18/33/0 |1 /3[2]0[1[1]31]020[30][37]3]-
24 Aug K.Nicholls (5); 28 Sep S.Robinson (S); Average Home 6,604 Total 2002/2003 Goals| 0 0 2 iplwiololololololojlslo[8lolsala]8]l2]2[0]0j0j0olo]loflofi5/ols5[2[l17]0]0]

§ Feb K.Nichalls (S) Lowest Home 3578 |@ Substitute (Unused) 20 3 2 4] 4 2 ﬂ 5 5 3 1 : ozl [ | g

Highest Away 20,833 (O Single Yellow Card 1 0 [ 5 10248 D/ofo|ojo]8s|o[&8|4|9[o]|5|of[o[o[oJoJo|o]s|[o0o|]3([3[12]1]-

Additional Information Average Away 7,886 |0 First YC leading to RC] 0 0 0olololo]l o, o/ojo/ oflojo/o0/0ff0|]OD|O|1[0/0|0/0 /0|0 (0|0/0/0/0]JO0/O[OD]O]|]O][O]-

10 Dec Cambridge won by 8 Golden Goal Lowest Away 1,216 |@ Second YC = RC| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 v 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 v g v ¢ g 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Key B Stralght Red Card| 1 [ (] [] 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 D 0 O -

X Substituted 1 Goal Total LTFC Career Apps 58 9 | 0 |29(33)62[439] 72 1157129 |48 32| 4 |14 (22| 2 | 2 | 1 [252[43 |75 34 50 56| 0 [ 135|201 [ 1 [185/11[143]/65[92] 3 |-

SUS Suspanted Total LTFC Career Goals| 0 0| 0| 2]0|5 104 14010000 |0o|1[0o[29]5/[10[1]10[4]5]06]0[7[0o|o[o|[o0]|78|7 19[17|4d] 0 -

kLum" Town FC Statistics Chart designed and updated by David Newman Squad :‘:sni:’:n[ 16 Goalkeanors 3547|235 612102 2{ _BJ 3‘ 25[(31(37|41/42(45( 47 [8 |11 20 "M:s 30 | 321383940 44| 9 [10]| 14 15] 19| 43




"LUTON TOWN " TRANMERE ROVERS
Manager: Joe Kinnear : 3 Manager: Ray Mathias
Mark OVENDALE : ] John ACHTERBERG
Aaron SKELTON ; Graham ALLEN
Alan NEILSON : : Gareth ROBERTS
Matthew SPRING . Mickey MELLON
Russell PERRETT Kevin GRAY
Marvin JOHNSON : lan SHARPS

i Jason PRICE
Adrian FORBES ;
Kevin NICHOLLS Simon HAWORTH

. Alan NAVARRO
Tony THORPE 3 ] Stuart BARLOW
Carl GRIFFITHS | Andy PARKINSON
Steve ROBINSON Russell HOWARTH
Chris COYNE Richard HINDS

Dean CROWE lain HUME
Carl EMBERSON Alex HAY

James OLSEN
Emmerson BOYCE Danny HARRISON

Steve HOWARD ' Jamie McGUIRE
Peter HOLMES Paul ROBINSON
Paul HUGHES Paul LINWOOD
David BAYLISS Karl DUNBAR
lan HILLIER Shane NICHOLSON
Sean CONNELLY
Sol DAVIS 1 1 Tyrone LORAN
Duncan JUPP " : : Andy ROBINSON
Sammy IGOE 1 ; Eric NIXON
Alan KIMBLE 1 Gary JONES i
Chris WILLMOTT lain ANDERSON  LIO 3
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tick if playing B

Today’'s Officials
Referee: Andy D'Urso, Essex
Assistants: Ralph Bone, Kent, (yellow flag); Bernard Baker, Hampshire (red and yellow flag)
Fourth Official: Mark Warren, West Midlands.
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“Genuine Deals For Genuine Fans”
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