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LUTON'S injury jinx
struck again on Saturday
handing rookie goalkeep-
er Robert Beckwith a
shock debut.

Manager Joe Kinnear was
forced to throw the 18-year-old
stopper into the firing line
against Bristol City when
Mark Ovendale aggravated an
old hip injury in the pre-match
warm-up.

And with no time for nerves
to get the better of him, Beck-
with turned in an accom-
plished display against the pro-
motion contenders.

Several top class saves, con-
fident kicking and even a
Bruce Grobbelaar-style drib-
ble along his own goal line left
his manager full of praise for
the teenager after the 2-2 draw.

But the boss was less pleased

“ with Peter Holmes and Alan
Neilson, who gifted City their
goals with two schoolboy mis-
takes.

If Luton’s play-off hopeshad
still been alive, Kinnear would
have undoubtedly staged his
-own version of the Easter cru-
cifixion on the duo.
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Joe’s view

Ovendale’s hip went again. |
thought ‘that's a great start
to the day’. But it worked in
| our favour. The lad was a little bit

“ apprehensive. He made one top

| class save in the second-half. He
can look back on today and be very
pleased with himself. He'’s

| done enough to stay in the
side to the end of the season.
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But with the promotion
pressure lifted it took just 58
seconds for the Hatters to edge
in front when striker Steve
Howard headed home Matthew
Spring’s fine cross from the left
past visiting keeper Steve
Phillips.

Beckwith didn’t have to wait
long to show off his shot-stop-
ping credentials, plunging
sharply to his left to keep out
Lee Peacock’s low seventh-
minute strike.

In a first-half of few chan-
ces, tackles went flying in as
tempers threatened to boil
over as they had in the corre-
sponding fixture at Ashton

Gate in December, when Sol
Davis saw red.

Scott Murray and Peacock
were left writhing in a heap
after strong challenges which
left Robins’ manager and for-
mer Luton favourite Danny
Wilson fuming when they went
unpunished by Lancashire ref-
eree Graham Salisbury,

Luton ended up with four
first-half bookings - for Matt-
hew Spring, Chris Willmott,
Kevin Nicholls and returning
striker Carl Griffiths, who
enjoyed an impressive belated
first game of the campaign.

Bristol came out after the
break in determined mood,

- SO NEAR I/AND YEr..;Matthew Spring breéks through the Bristol City defence during Saturday’s 2-2 draw at Kenilwort

forcing a succession of corners
— the first after Matthew Hill
had sent a 30-yard thunderbolt
arrowing towards the top right
corner, only for Beckwith to
spectacularly claw the ball to
safety.

Having survived that scare,
Luton had a strong appeal for a
penalty turned down when
Spring’s poke towards goal
appeared to strike a City arm.

Playing with far more flu-
ency than in the disappointing
loss at QPR, Luton appeared to

. be growing in confidence, sig-

nified by Spring’s first-time 30
yarder which flew over.

Bristol almost grabbed a
controversial equaliser on 56
minutes when the referee
played on after Boyce appeared
to be caught in the face by Pea-
cock, leaving Beckwith to
smother Christian Roberts’
close-range effort.

But with a frustrated City
struggling to break down
Luton’s resilient defence, they
were handed a route back into
the game when midfielder
Holmes wrestled back City
substitute Aaron Brown to
concede a soft penalty.

KEEN: Lee Mansell.

LUTON Town midfielder Lee
Mansell would “even play in
goal” to stay at the club.

Those were the words of
Mansell’s I
week following a story in
our sister paper The Herald
& Post about his son’s loan
move to Nuneaton Borough,
writes Mark Wood.

Manager Joe Kinnear had
said that his decision to loan
out the attacking midfielder
had been as a result of

dad Paul this

‘My Lee would play in

Mansell’s reluctance to play
in a wide midfield role.

But in a telephone call to
the News-Gazette, 1(l}dr Mellln-
sell said: “Lee would give his play out wide s
eye teeth to play for the E and that
Hatters. He would even play
in goal if that’s what the
club wanted him to do.”

Central midfield is obvi-
ously Mansell’s preferred

position,
during
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The spot-kick was put away
by veteran Brian Tinnion
despite Beckwith getting a
glove on the ball.

It was another defensive
blunder just a minute later
which saw the Hatters fall
behind. A harmless-looking
long ball was inexplicably left
by Neilson and as he urged
Beckwith to claim the ball, Pea-
cock nipped in to head over the
youngster:

Defeat would have been
harsh on Luton and they
claimed a deserved point with

matchfacts

LUTON 2 BRISTOL CITY 2
@HATTERS: Robert Beckwith,
Emmerson Boyce, Chris Willmott,
Alan Neilson, Sol Davis, Paul
Hughes (Alan Kimble, 87), Kevin
Nicholls, Matthew Spring, Peter
Holmes (Kevin Foley, 69), Steve
Howard, Carl Griffiths. Subs not
used: David Bayliss, Matthew
Judge, Dean Brill.
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Matthew Hill, Scott Murray, .lo;;
Burnell, Lee Peacock, Brian Tin-
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