COLCHESTER 0 LUTON 5
STEVE SIMS REPORTS

@®COLCHESTER UNITED: Richard
McKinney, Scott Fitzgerald, Karl
Duguid, Scott McGleish, Kem lzzet,
Dean Morgan, Marc Canham
(Thomas Pinault, 46), Alan White,
Greg Halford (Pat Baldwin,78), Ben
May, Mike Edwards. Subs not used:
Adrian Coote, Bobby Bowry, Dean
Gerken.

@HATTERS: Robert Beckwith,
Emmerson Boyce (David Bayliss,
75), Chris Wilimott, Alan Neilson,
Sol Davis, Paul Hughes, Kevin
Nicholls, Matthew Spring (Aaron

~ Skelton, 87), Peter Holmes, Steve
Howard, Carl Griffiths (Matthew
Judge, 87). Subs not used: Alan
Kimble, Dean Brill.

®Shots on target: Colchester 3
Luton 9.

@ Shots off target: Colchester 6
Luton Town 4.

@ Corners: Colchester 12 Luton 1.
®Booked: Luton: Spring 35,
Nicholls 82. Colchester: McKinney
43, White 53.

® Attendance: 3,967.

® Referee: Clive Penton (Sussex).
@® Top Hatter: Steve Howard - led
the line well and netted a superb
hat-trick.

STEVE Howard bagged a hat-
trick as Luton gave their fans
an Easter treat by destroying
in-form Colchester on Monday:.

The big striker - whose perfor-
mance was described as ‘“awe-
some” by manager Joe Kinnear -
followed up his double against
Bristol City at the weekend with
three well-taken goals and also had
a hand in the other two.

It was Luton’s best away result
since their 4-0 demolition of Hull
last season when Howard also
earned himself the match ball.

And it was emphatic revenge for
a 2-1 home defeat against the Layer
Road outfit in December - a game
Howard missed through suspen-
sion.

Colchester had gone into the
game on the back of an eight-game
unbeaten run, including an impres-
sive 3-0 win at Cardiff on Saturday.

But by half-time they had been
buried under an avalanche of goals

two of which were gifts from
home keeper Richard McKinney.

Luton took the lead on 14 min
utes when a good build-up on the
left saw Sol Davis feed Peter
Holmes, who crossed low for
Howard to slide in to the net from
close range.

That advantage was doubled
seven  minutes later
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when Emmerson Boyce
found Howard on the
right. His cross was fum-
bled by McKinney and
Carl Griffiths pounced to
gleefully prod the ball in
for his first goal since a
hat-trick against Tor-
quay in September 2001.

Colchester almost
found a way back into
the game on 31 minutes
when Scott McGleish's
powerful header beat
Robert Beckwith but
smashed against the
youngster's crossban

Two more Luton goals
in the closing minutes of
the first period made the
game safe,

In another moment of
McKinney madness the
keeper dropped Davis'
long free-kick under
challenge from Howard
on 43 minutes.

As he desperately tried
to rectify the error he
hauled back Griffiths to
prevent him rolling the
ball into the unguarded
net.

MeKinney was fortu-
nate to escape with a
hooking for the indiscre-
tion, but was punished
further by Kevin Nich-
olls' confident spot-kick
into the bottom left cor-
ner.

On the stroke of halfs
time Nicholls won the

‘Awesome’ Howie

stuns Layer Road

YES! Carl Griffiths celebrates his first goal of |

the season after that long injury lay-off.

Joe’s view
We played some
‘ groat football at
times. Colch-
oster's win at Cardiff
was a warning shot to
the players so no-one
was going to be com-
placent. We started
where we left off
against Bristol City. We

were always dangerous
and passed the ball

well. We've got to

finish the season

on a high.
ball near the right-hand
corner flag and crossed
for Howard to score with
a simple far post header
in front of the stunned
home fans.

On 51 minutes How-
ard was inches from his
hat-trick when a full-
streteh lunge at Matthew
Spring's whipped-in cross
whistled inches wide.

With a four-goal cush-
jon Luton understand-
ably eased thelr foot off
the gas a little and

Colchester enjoyed more
possession, :

This allowed Luton's
teenage keeper Beck-
with. to show that
Saturday’'s impressive
debut was no one-off,
producing fine saves
from two McGleish head-
ers,

tis best stop came on
73 minutes when substi-
tute  Thomas Pinault
looked to have him beat-
en with a 20-yard chip,
only for the youngster to
spring athletically back-
wards and tip the ball
over the bar
At the other end,
Griffiths had the ball in
lhp net on 79 minutes
after touching in Paul
Hughes driven cross, but
he was denied by a
marginal offside deci-
sion.

But the Hatters did get
their fifth a minute h%to
stoppage time when
Howard latched on to
Nicholls’ through ball,
rounded McKinney and
stroked home his 22nd
goal of the season,
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