Howard you
like that
every week?

AFTER speaking out on his
intention of staying at
Kenilworth Road, striker
Steve Howard let his football
do the talking on the pitch
on Saturday to win our Star
Hatter award.

Howard donned the cap-
tain's armband to show his
commitment to fans.

And he also signalled that
he and new strike partner
loan signing Gary McShef-
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frey were beginning to forge
an understanding in the
final third as both produced
impressive displays.

Here’s how Howard fared:
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®Pass completion rate: 82 per
cent.

®Tackles lost: 2
®Free-kicks won: 1
®Free-kicks conceded: 2
®Headers won: 24
®Headers lost: 5

per cent
®Crosses: 1
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was also effective on the

pass completion rate.

had a look around and felt

him having the armband,

him again!’

home town club on

SO CLOSE: Steve Howard jumps higher than Chris Coyne to send his header crashing against the bar as Emmerson Boyce looks on.

Steve and Shef
sink The Pool

have gone up after a sparkling first-
half display.

In front of a slightly disappointing
crowd of 5,515 - including a number of
watching scouts — Howard took only
five minutes to get on the scoresheet.

McSheffrey produced a smart turn
on the right-hand side of the penalty
area and his left-foot shot deflected
straight into the path of Howard. The
target man made no mistake, side-foot-
ing home from 10 yards.

In the 14th minute Courtney Pitt,
another loan signing, was dispos-
sessed in his own half. But the flying
winger sprinted back to produce a per-
fectly executed sliding tackle on the
edge of his own penalty area.

He then hit a raking pass half the
length of the field to find McSheffrey
racing clear behind the Hartlepool
defence. The 21-year-old, at Keni th

“did well to block Richie Humphries’

@Time on pitch: 90 minutes. ' :
@Efforts on target: 2 . ’
@®Efforts off: 5

@®Shots blocked: 0

when his header from Pitt’s corner hit
the bar in the 26th minute.

Pool fought back and a 39th minute
free-kick from Gavin Strachan, son of
Southampton boss Gordon, bounced
off the Luton wall into the path of
Clarke to sweep home from six yards. |

The visitors continued the pressure
after the break and Robert Beckwith

fierce left-foot volley with his legs after
48 minutes. But the teenage keeper
couldn’t stop Robinson’s powerful 71st
minute spot kick after Neilson brought
down substitute Steven Istead in the
penalty area.

It set up a frantic finale, but Luton
held on for a deserved victory.

“WE WERE sweating a bit long
before the end to be honest. We had |
a fantastic start, but I didn’t feel
that the game was over at all. |

“We warned them that if we took
the foot off the gas and let them
back into the game then they would
st:;: to play it around and that’s
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fully on his chest before calmly lob-
bing the advancing Jim Provett for his
first goal in Hatters colours.

Howard made it 3-0 in the 23rd
minute, diving in front of his marker
Michael Nelson to powerfully head
home McSheffrey’s left-wing free-kick.
And he almost grabbed a hat-trick

Road from Coventry, controlled beaut:

“Wereally needed a win and so;
ggl(;_he stuff we played in the ﬁrl:te

“

if yor
you become nervous you can sta
mﬁkéng mistakes, which is what we




