Town Player Watch

Hughes so
important
to Hatters...

PITE a dogged midfield
Efgormance by Paul Hughe's
Luton succumbed to Oldham's
superior firepower.

Hughes went into the
game after an exhilarating
and exhausting 120 minutes
against Premiership Char-
Iton in midweek.

On Saturday he was resp-
onsible for Hatters' early
domination of the midfield,
with a series of strong .mck-
les and neat short passing.

But lacking the creativ}ty
of link men Matthew Spring
and Kevin Foley, Luton
could not convert Hughes”
ball-winning into gilt-edged
chances.

Here’s how Hughes per-
formed...
@Minutes on pitch: 90
®Passes to own player: 16
@Passes to opposition: 9
®Pass completion rate: 64
per cent.
@®Shots on target: 0
®Shots off target: 0
@Shots blocked: 0
®Tackles won/intercep-
tions: 14
®Tackles lost: 6
®Free-kicks won: 0
®Free-kicks conceded: 0
®Dribbles ball retained: 2
®Dribbles ball lost: 1
®Dribble completion rate:
66 per cent.
®Headers won: 7
®Headers lost: 5
®Crosses: 0
®0ffsides: 0
VERDICT: Hughes teamed
up well with Michael Leary
in central midfield, but
tired in the second-half
after a energy sapping
week.
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BECKS MISERY: Hatt

HATTERS boss Mike Newell
admitted his side were suffering
from a cup hangover after watch-
ing them slump to their heaviest
defeat of the season.

But he refused to use the epic mid-
week encounter against Premiership
club Charlton Athletic as an excuse for
his team’s failure to perform against
cash-hit Oldham Athletic.

Despite a lacklustre performance
Luton did not look like a side that
should have been three goals down after
47 minutes, but lacking the killer touch
they allowed the in-form Latics to
stretch their unbeaten run to six games.

The epic eight-goal Carling Cup clash
four days earlier took its toll on Newell's
line-up at Boundary Park, with

His tackling again proved defender David Bayliss likely to be out

his importance to Luton’s
midfield, in winning the
ball and breaking up the
opposition’s play.
NEWELL'S VIEW: There
wasn’t anybody on top of
their game. Collectively and
individually the perfor-
mance was poor.
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for six months with a ruptured Achilles,
and Matthew Spring and Kevin Foley
forced out after sustaining knocks.

And the Hatters' manager was given
a further selection headache for
tonight’s league match against Swin-
don as per Beckwith was

sent off on 70 minutes for handling out-
side thebox. &
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A tale

Oldham add to
Luton cup woe

In an uninspiring first-half both
Luton and Oldham struggled to settle
into a passing rhythm and offered little
threat in the final third of the field.

But former Hatters favourite, Latics
boss lain Dowie, was gifted a head start,
after the assistant referee decided
Michael Leary had tugged John Eyre's
shirt in the box.

Veteran midfielder and ex-Irish inter-
national John Sheridan, called back to
the Oldham squad this summer after a
year in retirement, slotted the resulting
30th minute penalty past Beckwith to
give Oldham a 1-0 lead.

Despite conceding Luton looked the
more dangerous side, but on the verge
of half-time winger Courtney Pitt’s goal
line cross was cleared before it could
reach the waiting Ahmet Brkovic and
Hatters could sense it was going to be
one of those

With cash-str;mped Luton having
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Robert Beckwith gets his marching orders after handling outside the area. ricture: GRRETH

of two Athletics!

on-loan whiz-kids Gary McSheffrey and
Courtney Pitt, it was ironic that fellow
paupers Oldham doubled their lead in
first-half injury time thanks to their
own teenage super-temp.

On-loan Newcastle United reserve
team regular, 18-year-old Congolese
striker Calvin Zola, had troubled
Luton’s defence with his towering 6’ 3"
frame all afternoon and his efforts were
rewarded on 45 minutes as, unmarked,
he headed home Dean Holden'’s cross.

The final blow was delivered just two
minutes after the break when Luton
failed to clear the lines after two quick
corners and Holden rifled in off the

I’'M NOT going to use Charlton as an
excuse and we can’t take anything
positive out of today’s game at all.
The game was flat with no atmo-
sphere and the linesman gifted them
a penalty. But with the way we were
playing that might not have made
anlyi dlﬂ‘ere?lt‘:e anyway.
€ gave the penalty for a tug in
the box. I think the linesman %vas

the only one in the ground who saw
it; ther

e wasn’t an appeal from

OWEN

inside off the post from nine yards out
to make it 3-0.

Badly exposed for all three goals
Beckwith pulled off a fine one-han Y
reaction save to prevent qx»QPR m;ﬁ
fielder Paul Murray qddmg a fou
goal 10 minutes later with a thundert®
volley.

But rattled by the pressure Becckh;i:
incurred a 70th minute o
ing down an incoming ball to h
outside the box and hand repla 3
17-year-old former Lea Manor sC
boy Dean Brill his league debut.
STAR HATTER: Chris Coyne. D
best to marshal a tired team.

either the fans or the players:
always difficult when you e
performance as good as I;_
against Charlton the othe
and have to make three s
With Beckwith, I don
stand what a keeper is sul
do in those situations. Th; -
b e
eve: week; on
(herl!(,.id’s supposed to do. It's one
those stupid rules.
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