[FOOTBALL CLUBJ
Town Player Watch
It's no fuss
Russ in the
rearguard

CENTRE-HALF Russ Perrett
made his first home appear-
ance of the season against
Tranmere on Monday night,
after recovering from a pre-
season groin operation.

The 30-year-old was
rushed back in to action
against Swindon after the
long-term injury to David
Bayliss.

And Perrett followed an
assured showing at the
County Ground with anoth-
er comfortable display at
Kenilworth Road, including
his first goal of the season.

Here's how he rated......
®Minutes on pitch: 90
@Passes to own plqyer:
®Passes to opposition: 5
@®Pass completion rate: 82
per cent.
®Efforts on target: 1
®Efforts off target: 0
®Shots blocked: 0
®Tackles won/intercep-
tions: 11
®Tackles lost: 1
®Free-Kicks won: 2
®Free-kicks conceded: 1
®Dribbles ball retained: 2
@®Dribbles ball lost: 0
®Dribble completion rate:
100 per cent.
®Headers won: 20
®Headers lost: 3
®Crosses: 0
®0ffsides: 0
®Bookings: 1
VERDICT: Perrett produced
a tidy display alongside the
also impressive Chris Coyne.

As well as mopping up
virtually all Tranmere
threw at him, Perrett also
proved his threat at the
other end with his well-
taken headed goal.
NEWELL'S VIEW: “He's
given us another goal from
another area and he looked
dangerous from set-pieces
all night. He’s playing on
adrenaline at the moment
and gives us a bit of experi-
ence at the back, which is
what we need after losing

David Bayliss.”
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Town Sky high after win

HATTERS 3TRANMERE 1
HATTERS returned to winning
ways and climbed into the top
half of the Nationwide Division
Two table with victory over
struggling Tranmere Rovers on
Monday night.

Having conceded last-minute goals in
four of their previous five matches,
Luton were keen to put on a stronger
showing in front of the Sky cameras at
Kenilworth Road.

And although the performance was
certainly not the best produced by Mike
Newell’s men this season, it was enough
to safely secure all three points.

A header from defender Russell Per-
rett in first-half injury-time put Hat-
ters ahead at the interval.

And although Tranmere equalised
when Chris Dagnall struck his first
senior goal for the north-west club after
52 minutes, further strikes from for-
ward partners Gary McSheffrey and
Adrian Forbes gave Luton the win.

Skipper Chris Coyne also had a goal

isallowed for a foul in injury time.

Luton welcomed back fit-again
Matthew Spring, who replaced Steve
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Tranmere beaten
n front of cameras

Robinson - the only change from the
starting 11 who drew at Swindon.

And Spring was inspirational along-
side Paul Hughes in midfield. The pair
dominated proceedings, breaking up
any Tranmere possession and promp-
ted the majority of the Luton attacks.

After a scrappy opening, Spring col-
lected Gary McSheffrey’s knock-down
in the 16th minute and fed Courtney
Pitt, but from just inside the area the
winger dragged his shot wide,

With his silver boots glimmering
under the floodlights, Pitt continued to
threaten, although his touch deserted
him at vital moments.

However, he composed himself to
strike a corner to Coyne after half-an-
hour and the Aussie stopper was
unlucky to see his overhead effort
headed off the line by Gareth Roberts.

Luton finally made the breakthrough
90 seconds into added on time, Tran-
mere full-back Ryan Taylor, who had
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already been booked for a foul on Pitt,
returned to the field after treatment to
an injury and immediately scythed
down Pitt again on the edge of the area.
From Spring’s resulting free-kick
Perrett nodded home at the far post.
Tranmere upped their work-rate in
the second period and soon levelled pro-
ceedings. A teasing cross from Gareth
Roberts deceived Coyne and Perrett
allowing Simon Howarth to strike a
shot that was turned home by Dagnall.
Emmerson Boyce had a header
cleared off the line on the hour before
he set off on a driving run for Luton's
second after 64 minutes. From Boyce's

“WE'VE played better and we didn’t
start particularly well, but I did ask
the lads ‘can we grind out a result?®
and they've done that.

“It was frustrating at times, par-
ticularly in the first half where we
had plenty of possession but no end
product. We gave the ball away and
tried to thread it through the eye of
a needle

“We had something to cling on to
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one two with Hughes, McSheffrey
nipped in to flick the ball in off the post
with the outside of his left boot.

Robert Beckwith saved well from
Danny Harrison’s header three min-
utes later before Forbes made the gamé
safe after 72 minutes.

A Spring corner was headed bai);
across goal by Coyne for Forbes
smash home from six yards. i o

Coyne thought he had m_ade it fo
but his header from Spring’s mfans
was ruled out in injury time. Lutouﬁml
were just glad for a comfortable
ten minutes for a change. <
STAR HATTER: Matthew Spring-

e
with the goal in the first halfh‘:'
didn’t start the second half W:t b
all but Emmerson Boyce has g
out of it with a good run. t

“We were far from our ?e“ﬁ:: :
I'm happy with how tul;:y ve
aged to grind out a result. ]
“We invited some of the P“;:“.'::
ourselves, but it’s just nlc;lm“
through the final 10 or 15
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