Town Player Watch
It's a quiet
afternoon
for Ahmet

AHMET Brkovic has been
Mike Newell’s preferred left-
sided midfielder since loan
star Courtney Pitt finished
his second month spell at
Hatters back in October.

The Croat, who has yet to
score this campaign, made
his 18th start of the season
for Luton at Kenilworth Road
against Barnsley on Satur-
day. Here's how he fared...
@®Minutes on pitch: 90
@®Passes to Luton: 12
@Passes to Barnsley: 3
@®Pass completion rate: 80
per cent
®Shots on target: 0
@Shots off target: 0
®Shots blocked: 1
@Dribbles ball retained: 0
®Dribbles ball lost: 2
@Tackles won/interceptions: 8
®Tackles lost: 1
®Free-kicks won: 3
®Free-kicks lost: 1
®Headers won: 4
®Headers lost: 3
®Crosses: 2
®0fTsides: 2
VERDICT: Like many of his
team-mates, Brkovic had a
quiet first-half. He was
almost anonymous on the left
flank and rarely found him-
self involved in the action.

Much of his time was dev-
oted to shadowing the runs of
his opponent Jacob Burns,
who looked more likely to
threaten.

The second period saw Brk-
ovic link up with Sol Davis
on more occasions as Town
raided down the left flank
straight after the interval.

But his relatively low num-
ber of passes, either to one of
his own players or to the
opposition, show how little
he was in the game.

With Luton producing lit-
tle build-up play in midfield,
Brkovic also only managed to
record two crosses from the
entire 90 minute’s action.
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Tyke

HATTERS 0 BARNSLEY 1
LUTON TOWN slipped down a
place to seventh in the Division
Two table after suffering only
their second defeat of the season
at Kenilworth Road.

A last-minute winner from
Anthony Kay was enough to give
Barnsley a 1-0 win and inflict Luton’s
first home loss since August 23 when
they went down 2-1 to Grimsby.

Hatters boss Mike Newell had
talked of his aim of frightening visi-
tors by turning the Kenny into a
fortress.

But it was the Yorkshire Tykes who
battered down the Town defences and
stole all three points,

Shot-shy Hatters recorded only two
efforts on goal on Saturday compared
to Barnsley's seven and the visitors
racked up 13 efforts in all and also
forced 10 corners.

The decisive strike came after Town
keeper Marlon Beresford could only
half-punch a Steve Carson corner and
Kay was on hand to smash home with
his left foot from two yards.

It was tough on Beresford who had

S

First home loss
for four months

not put a foot wrong before that and had
kept Luton in the game with several
fine stops, the best a flying fingertip
save from substitute Paul Warhurst’s
25-yard piledriver in the 87th minute.

Hatters were unchanged from the
side that beat Blackpool 1-0 last week-
end. But they displayed none of the
cohesion shown in the Bloomfield Road
encounter.

Barnsley were in control from the off
and Carson should have scored in the
10th minute. Steve Hayward’s free-kick
found the winger completely unmarked
Just eight yards out, but Carson could
only volley at Emmerson Boyce and
watch as the ball looped past the post
for a corner.

Jonathan Walters than latched on to
a slip by Boyce four minutes later and
produced a delicate left-footed chip that
Beresford did well to turn over,

Luton had to wait until five minutes
before half-time for their first effort on
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Talk of the Town with Andy

reach fortress

goal when Lee Mansell hit a daisy-cut-
ter at Ilic from 25-yards. Steve Robin-
son came close three minutes later
when he saw his curling 25-yard free-
kick clip the top of the Barnsley bar.

On the stroke of half-time Beresford
again had to be alert to save Kevin
Betsy’s firm shot from the edge of the
penalty area after good work by Kay.

Hatters livened up after the interval
and the crowd thought Luton had gone
ahead six minutes into the second-half,

Sol Davis sent in a delightful cross
and after Howard missed the header,
Mansell could only stab the ball into
the side netting at the far post.

NEWELL'S VERDICT

“The result is always the
impgrtantI thing and if
you don’t play well it’s dif- - .

ficult to get the result you ~ “We wanted people t;
want

“It was
be a tight
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always going to
one, but I have
to say they were a better
side than I saw at Barns-
ley on Tuesday night.
“Over the 90 minutes
they deserved the win. We
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Luton’s only other attempt on target
came just before the hou{ v{hen
Howard’s header from Mansell’s right:
wing cross was comfortably gathered
by Ilic. But Barnsley continued to .
threaten before and after that with -
Craig Ireland, Betsy and Hayward all

oing close.

5 Tfree minutes from time, Beres
ford’s flying save from Warhurst looked
to have earned Hatters a point before -
Kay stole in for his side’s last gasp Wil
ner.

STAR HATTER: Chris Coyne. %
Town skipper was strong in theail’
and quick in the tackle. b

didn’t cause them any
problems really in the
first-half.
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