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TheSport

Town Player Watch

A birthday
of note for
skip Coyne

LUTON’S 2-0 win over Notts
County at Kenilworth Road
marked the perfect birthday
present for skipper Chris
Coyne. :

Coyne celebrated his 25th
birthday with another sol@d
showing against the Division
Two strugglers on Sunday.

Here’s how he fared...
@®Minutes on pitch: 90
@Passes to Luton: 14
@®Passes to Barnsley: 6
@®Pass completion rate: 70
per cent
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®Shots on target: 0 e g Y __ﬁ

ots . e ¥ y : :
@Shots off target: 0 THAT'S MY BOYCE: Ei Boyce celebrates with Peter Holmes and Steve Robinson after bagging Luton’s second against Notts County.
@Shots blocked: 0

@®Dribbles ball retained: 2

@®Dribbles ball lost: 0

®Tackles won/interceptions: 6

®Tackles lost: 1

®Free-kicks won: 0 .
@®Free-kicks lost: 0

®Headers won: 29

®Headers lost: 11

®Crosses: 1

VERDICT: Coyne was a tower
of strength at the heart of
the Hatters defence as he
continued his impressive
partnership with Emmerson
Boyce at centre-half.

HATTERS 2 NOTTS COUNTY 0
HATTERS spread some festive
cheer around Kenilworth Road
with an ultimately comfortable
victory over struggling Notts
County on Sunday.

Win sees Town
rise to seventh

rebounded to him off Howard with
Mildenhall in no-man’s-land. The ball
squirmed through to Lee Mansell, but
as he prepared to shoot from 10-yards
Paul Riley made a last ditch challenge.

Forbes came close again in the 35th
minute when his header from Brkovic's

mark, diving low to his left to sa
Riley’s shot from 18 yards. E

Robinson hit the Barnsley pardueﬂ
from a corner in the 65th minute, but
Luton finally had their solid def
partnership of Chris Coyne and Baj®
to thank for making the game

The Aussie stopper won the Town boss Mike Newell saw his side  With just goalkeeper Steve Milden- cross was parried by Mildenhall. Coyne displayed his dribblinﬂg‘: :
majority of his headed duels  continue their promotion push thanks hall to beat, Forbes calmly lobbed the  But for all Luton’s dominance they good effect, beating Platt by
against his taller opponent to well-taken goals from Adrian Forbes

ball over the Magpies number one from  could have gone in at the interval on flag and rolling the ball to How ok

Glive Platt, although Platt 254 Emmerenn Bovce, the edge of the area for the opener: level terms. A minute from half-time  The big striker 'S}fmg‘t:fug
i sh a header just over ut, as well as gaining satisfaction Hatters continued to move the ball i but Boyce was on han

the bar in the 62nd minute from a 20 win, the club will have been e e the bl away an e o

: S Rl : 3 1 il around with urgency, sensing there
rom Paul ey’s right wing bleased to see signs of the fans return- could be a Christmas stuffing on the g B fi 5 the penalty spot area.

cross. That chance aside, ing to the stands. cards and Forbes again threatened in Beﬁﬁzioﬁgdsﬁ%@'g&’ﬂirﬁ;ﬁf;&ﬁh in STAR HATTER: Emmerson Bo®
Coyne dealt comfortably with A turn-out of 7,181 marked Luton's the seventh minute, volleying straight the second period just aft thg h Effective in defence and al
everythl.ng else that County second highest ho_me gate of the sea- at Mildenhall from the corner of the Derladust aftersthehong ek

threw his way. son, and that despite only a relatively penalty area after Sol Davis’ throw.

hi;l'l;o(::fenc'ler :ta‘l;o ksl!],owsid fn}alfl nurrlx\}ne& of :way fans making the Five minutes later Davis crossed for
t ess in attack by play- trip from Nottingham, Howard to pok

g SR e Doke over on the stretch and

onhand [oT o
the area and Baldry ran through, only ~the rebound with his right-foo )

f

HARFORD’S VERDICT |

Newell enjoyed the luxury of naming Forbes then centred from the right f “We're delighted with the where we looked a it ¥C0
Vital second goal. After pick- ~ an unchanged starting line-up for the Howard, who saw hi fioton four points over Christ- nerable, especi
ing up the ball by the corner  fourth game running. And hig chosen Elanas o colley deflcoted i it ’fﬁ

! just over the bar in the 14th minute,
ﬂf‘g' Coyne slipped past Platt, 11 showed the benefit of a settled side But County worked their wa;tf)ack
{) ay:_d a one-two, and crossed by_ producing a sparkling opening 20 into the game and registered their first
s%:t for St:lve Howard whose  minutes of attacking football. shot on target just after the half-hour
- th:’:fx yﬁe‘?ol;(n _lt::z %?a‘ile brIet atl((mkt_}]lust g)urd]lmnll(lm fl:ll)l' Luéon to when Simon Baldry’s 25-yarder was
- 5 € deadlock when Steve fielded by Marlon Beresford.
then rebounded perfectly for ~ Howard's clever cushioned header A mi hh
t minute lat i
Emmerson Boyce to drill behind the County defence allowed spurned the cha:l;:eAtg?ﬁgo?gg‘gs
Adrian Forbes to burst through on goal. empty goal when a through ball

At
mas. It's not an easy time, the right-hand ii‘}f'
especially with a small we told them atwlﬂl-
squad. and it was dealt

L thought we were  “Boycie, Coynefisy
totally in control of the goalkeeper WeIt g
game. But you always t . They col two stri¥
know a team might come ably with thel Jooked
back when it’s only 1-0. ers and County 1004

“I thought there was a better team Whtg v
spell in the first-half came on thepitch: v
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