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TRANMERE manager Brian Little has
lost his anger — but not his hunger.

Days when he twisted himself

into a mental knot have long gone.

His return to football with Rovers has
once again fired his flames of ambition
and he still believes managing once
more in the Premiership is a possibility.

Little said: “I would not have accepted
this job if I didn’t think like that.”

He quit soccer nearly two years ago
because he no longer enjoyed the kind
of win his side achieved on Saturday.

The former Aston Villa boss said: “It
was work, work, work. I couldn’t relax.
Being out of the game gave me time to
take stock. I've done that and I now
know where I'm going.”

He took up golf, worked
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Little added: “I turned
down two jobs before 1
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could but the odds were always stacked
against them.

- Front-line strikers Steve Howard and
Adrian Forbes plus midfield aces Matt
Spring and Steve Robinson were missing
either through injury or suspension.

The Hatters needed a massive cup
run to help their desperate financial
plight. They cannot buy because
there’s no money but are hopeful §
of finding a backer soon.

Even giant striker Enoch
Showunmi was plucked from
North London park football. He
plays purely for expenses but has
already become a cult figure at
Kenilworth Road for
moments of pure magic or
outrageous mirth.
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rode their luck to achieve

a fifth-round place and revive their head-
line-grabbing days of four years ago
when they reached the quarter-finals, los-
ing to Liverpool.

Yet for long periods the word .glamour
was missing. Two defences dominated
attacks that lacked pace and invention.

Little added: “We were fortunate to
survive the first-half. Usually I give my
team details of the opposition, what to
look for, but it was impossible because
Luton had so many players out.

“] have never sent a side out before
without that kind of information. It was
only at half-time I could get to them
and say ‘you’ve seen them, now react’.”

Luton, who had lost only two of their
previous 17 games, tried everything they

that Tranmere are into the
last 16 which is a massive thing for a
club like us. All the lads want a big
Premiership club, ideally at home, in the
next round.

“We’'ve had a couple of away ties so
far and played a bit of everything with
Hornchurch and Bolton. We didn’t think
we got the credit we deserved for
winning at Bolton and we’d like the
opportunity to prove it wasn’t a fluke.”

Luton boss ike Newell said: “The
odds were always stacked against us }
with our injuries and suspensions. We §
had chances to win but just didn't haveg
a cutting edge.” '

SUN STAR MAN
MICKEY MELLON (Tranmere).

Ended « the ‘game ' with 'a
melon-shaped smile.
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. . . Boss Brian
with hero Mellon




