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Town Player Wach 4
Neils back e we
with solid &
showing...

EXPERIENCED defender
Alan Neilson made his first
Luton Town start in nearly
five months against Ply-
mouth on Saturday.

The versatile 31-year-old
had been struggling with'a
calf injury that caused him
to make only 10 starting and
substitute appearances
before his weekend show at
Kenilworth Road.

Neilson slotted into the
left-back position to cover
for the suspended Sol Davis.

Here's how he fared...
®Minutes on pitch: 90
®Passes to Luton: 19
@®Passes to Plymouth: 10
®Pass completion rate: 66
per cent
®Tackles won: 5
®Tackles lost: 1
®Free-kicks won: 1
®Free-kicks conceded: 0
@®Headers won: 6
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HEAD BOY: Luton Town skipper Chris Coyne nods past Plymouth keeper Luke McCormick as Kevin Nicholls and Peter Gilbert follow up.

Coyne you believe it?

HATTERS 1 PLYMOUTH 1

@®Headers lost: 0
®Shots on target: 0
®Shots off target: 0
@®Shots blocked: 0

®Dribbles ball retained: 1

®Dribbles ball lost: 0
®Crosses: 2

VERDICT: Neilson showed

little sign of a lack of

match practice and instead

LUTON skipper Chris Coyne
headed his first Hatters goal in
six months, but 10-man Town fell
to their last-minute curse yet
again against the league leaders.
Coyne’s 43rd minute goal - his first
since netting against Charlton Athletic
in the Carling Cup back in September —
sent Luton into the interval on a high.
But Kevin Nicholls’ dismissal a

gave a solid showing against
the league leaders.

Skip curses
late leveller

it’s just so frustrating. It was just total
silence in the dressing room afterwards.
“There wasn’t anything more the

take it easy now and give myself every
chance of making the QPR game.”
Coyne’s injury came in the 17th
minute when he landed awkwardly after
a challenge with Plymouth's former
Watford forward Nathan Lowndes.

But after receiving treatment off the
field, he bravely battled on as Luton
bossed the opening 25 minutes without
creating any clear openings.

David Friio headed wastefully wide
for Argyle from Paul Connolly’s cross in

in the 35th minute. But Coyne put Luton
ahead when he stole in at the far post to
head home Steve Robinson’ free-kick.
Nicholls’ sending off came just 30 sec-
onds into the second-half. Hyldgaard
was penalised for holding on to the ball
too long and as Lowndes rushed to tch
a quick free-kick he clashed with
Nicholls and tumbled to the gmund.
The Luton hard man was immediately
shown the red card for raising his hands

towards the Plymouth front man.
Howard twice threatened as Luton,
inspired by the superb Robinson, rais
their game. Visiting substitutes Marino
Keith and Martin Phillips both went
close before Paul Wotton’s corner setup
Adams’ scrambled last-gasp goal.
STAR HATTER: Steve Robinson. Covered

minute after the break put the Town up
against it. Coyne himself was forced to
limp off in the 48th minute.

And battling Hatters performed
superbly with youth scholar Curtis
Davies partnering Emmerson Boyce at
the centre of defence.

However, Luton’s habit of conceding
late goals struck yet again as Ply-

manager or Mick or Steiny could say.
They’'d warned us about their set-pieces
before the game and I thought we'd
defended them well - it was just bad tim-
ing for that last one.”

On the late goal curse, Coyne contin-
ued: “It's happening a bit too regularly
now. If we knew what we were doing

the 27th minute before Enoch
He was firm in the tackle

and strong in the air as
shown by his tackles won
and headers won categories.
Neilson made only very
rare flurries upfield. But
the former Welsh interna-
tional showed his organisa-

Showunmi deflected Peter Holmes’
drive onto the outside of the post for
Luton three minutes later:

Friio was booked for diving in the
Town penalty area a minute later and
Morten Hyldgaard somehow blocked
Lowndes’ volley from point-blank range
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we played. The lads are
guttgd :nd Wwe need to pick
them up for next week now

you're down to 10 men.
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