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King’s troops make a
gift of it to the Hatters

WHEN the referee resembles a
maths teacher you feared at
school and his surname describes
an unhappy knack that Town can-
not seem to shake, you sense it
isn’t going to be your night.

Tony Leake certainly didn’t do Andy
King’s men any favours as they suffered a
second successive defeat but it would be
wrong to lay the blame for this reverse at
his door.

As for the maths teacher, I suspect even
he would give me credit for putting two
and two together and coming up with the
fact that leaking goals and playing just
half a match doesn’t add up to a winning
formula.

Goals from Sam Parkin and Alan Reeves
were not enough to prevent Luton notch-
ing up a victory that

The little midfielder should have taken
it on his left foot, chose to switch to his
right and his eventual shot was blocked.

Luton swiftly began to take control of
proceedings though and Town had keeper
Rhys Evans to thank as the Hatters threat-
ened to take a fifth-minute lead.

Rowan Vine raced in from the left edge
of the box and his shot looked destined for
the bottom right hand corner. Thankfully
for Town, Evans got a hand to the ball and
deflected it on to the post.

LEAGUE ONE TABLE

The ball was hacked
out for a corner and
from the resulting set
piece Curtis Davies
got up well at the near
post but headed pow-
erfully over the top.

The visitors looked
far livelier, more com-
posed and showed ter-
rific movement off the
ball.

Town in contrast
seemed lethargic and
both the passing and
decision-making was
frequently poor.

Steve Howard
headed weakly at
Evans from close
range after diving to
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Saturday are unlikely
to tolerate a second helping. .

Ahead of the clash King had received a
boost as Sammy Igoe shrugged off a tired
hamstring to take his place in the starting
line-up.

Grant Smith made way for David Duke
but Jerel Ifil’s thigh injury prevented his
involvement once again.

Sixteen-year-old striker Andy Caton had
to be content with a place on the bench.

Town carved open the first real chance
on two minutes. Howard sprang the off-
side, to his surprise it seemed, but he
played a poor ball across the area to Igoe.

meet a Davis cross
from the left but the goal the Hatters richly
deserved arrived on 24 minutes.

O’Hanlon was penaiised for tugging at
Vine inside the box and referee Mr Leake
had no hesitation in pointing to the spot.

Luton skipper Kevin Nicholls stepped
forward and thumped the ball into the bot-
tom left-hand corner, Evans guessing right
but unable to reach the shot.

Town responded briefly and Gurney
whistled a free-kick just wide of the left
post from 22 yards on 26 minutes.

Paul Underwood should have doubled
Luton’s lead 10 minutes later, striding in




