ANOTHER day passed
without a home league win,
but Colchester United
manager Phil Parkinson was
delighted with side’s effort in
shading a goalless draw
against table-toppers Luton
‘Town on Saturday.

The U’s were a little
unlucky not to take all three
points against the Hatters,
and so post their first home
lengn‘e victory for nearly four

“We are scrapping for our
lives at the moment, and this
‘was a good display, especially
from a defensive point of
view,” said Parkinson.

“It’s just a shame that none
of our scoring chances fell to
our strikers. It was a very
tight game, and yet we
created the best two or three
chances.

“Their keeper saved well
from Neil (Danns) and Kevin
(Watson), but we just
couldn’t quite get the
breakthrough.

“I thought that we won our
individual battles out there.
Pat (Baldwin) did a
tremendous job on Rowan
Vine. That was a very
important battle. Pat was

“Neil Danns did well
against Kevin Nicholls, and
Kevin (Watson) just edged it
over Steve Robinson. In fact,
there were some interesting
duels all over the pitch.

'We are scrapping
for our lives at
the moment’
= Parkinson

“That’s the second time we
have proved ourselves to be
better than Luton during the
last month. Both matches
lended in draws, but we need
to work hard for each other
in every game. We mustn’t let
'our performances drop.

“We are now all
'on Walsall on Tuesday. No
one is even thinking about
the FA Cup match at
Blackburn.

“We want to beat Walsall,
'which will give us four points
from a possible six from
these

ints
om 17t
ro first
season but, wi re
maintained their early
have fallen by the wayside.

ALMOST A SPECTATOR: Above, Colchester United goalkeeper Aidan Davison is called upon to make a rare save during Saturday’s League One match against table-topping

Luton Town at Layer Road. Below right, U’s midfielder Neil Danns (left) shows good chest control under pressure from Luton’s Keith Keane

FOR the second time in under a month,
Colchester United made league leaders
Luton Town look a very ordinary side.
But, for the second time running, they
had to be content with a solitary point. The
U’s were denied a win at Kenilworth Road
on December 28, due to a double blast from
former old boy Rowan Vine in a 2-2 draw.
On Saturday, Phil Parkinson’s men man-
aged to keep ex-U’s star Vine very quiet,

‘thanks to a solid defensive display from his

‘Pat Baldwin, and yet they were let

~down by some poor finishing in a goalless
te.

‘mate. .
_ The hosts certainly shaded this latest
~encounter. In fact, U’s keeper Aidan

Davison, making his first appearance of

@5 following injury, had only a couple of

re tion saves to make all afternoon.
's rather perplexing, then, to note that
arate top-of-the-table Luton
 Colchester. The two clubs
ind second respectively in
iring the first few weeks of
the Hatters haye
impetus, the U’s

The home form has been the big prob-

‘lem. Just one home league win since last

1 tells a sorry tale.

The U’s have not won a league match at
er Road for nearly four months, since

20 success over Port Vale on October 2.

yet manager Parkinson will y
ept Sa ’s hard-earned point as a
side finally end their
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DATE: Saturday, January 22, 2005
ATTENDANCE: 4,309

VENUE: Layer Road
PITCH: Excellent

Lol e e
REFEREE: Mike Dean (Wirral)
WEATHER: Cold but dry

The Saddlers are currently one place
and three points ahead of United.

From a lower-half-of-the-table point of
view, Saturday’s round of results were
kind to Colchester.

Not only did they rise above Port Vale
into 17th slot, but they also extended the
gap between themselves and the relegation
zone to seven points - only Wrexham won
amongst the bottom four clubs.

Davison, preferred in goal to up-and-
coming teenager Dean Gerken, safely
caught a 25-yard shot from leading scorer
Steve Howard, and also gobbled up a tame
header from Steve Robinson, both in the
first half.

Yet it is difficult to recall the 36-year-old
having much else to occupy him, except for
a flurry of corners in the second period.

Colchester had more of a cutting edge,
though it was their midfielders rather than
their strikers who were presented with the

g

begl scﬁrlng opportunities.

On the half-hour mark, right winger Joe
Keith skipped past a couple of challenges
before curling a 20-yarder into the arms of
Hatters keeper Marlon Beresford. Two
fnmlutes later; and Beresford arched back
0 claw away a cross-cum-shot

A from Sam

There was a worrying moment in t
47th minute when Craig Fagan, alreail])e/
booked nine times this season, shoved
Luton centre-half Chris Coyne in the back
as the two chased after a through ball, A
10th yellow card for leading scorer Faéan
would have_ meant an automatic suspen-
sion, causing him to miss tomorrow
night's home clash with Walsall,

Referee Mike Dean seemed poised
reach for his pocket and wield tge yelkfﬁ
card. Fagan feared the worst but, by the
time that he had ambled over to the ref-

eree, there was a change of heart from the

official, Fagan escaped with just 1 Stern
lecture. r
The U’s were agonisingly clost “uleak:
ing the deadlock, and ending thel! “He’ll
Road hoodoo, in the 68th mi ﬂc]k
Danns benefited from Fagan's d°11° G
and drilled goalwards with a sho' o8
eight yards out, which Beresford b
It was a good chance. ming
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almost made them pay in the last minute of
normal time. He sneaked into the penalty
area to connect with a low shot that
Beresford was at full stretch to palm away.

In the end, Luton were prc ly the hap-
pier of the two teams, especially on learn-
ing of Hull City’s 1-0 defeat at Yorkshire
rivals Doncaster Rovers,

The Hatters are now one point clear of

the Tigers, although third-placed
Tranmere are closing in on the top two.

There would have been few grumbles if
Colchester had notched a narrow win
They were the better team, and enjoyed the
better chances.

They must just make sure that they pro-
duce a similar performance against

Walsall tomorrow, where a win would ease
the pressure. The U’s can then look for-
ward to a mouth-watering FA Cup fourth
round tie at Premiership club Blackburn
Rovers next weekend.

MAKING A NAME FOR HIMSELF: Colchester United’s latest signing Guylain Ndumbu-Nsungu (/ef,
takes on Luton’s Curtis Davies during his brief substitute’s appearance on Saturday

New-boy Nsungu bids
er contract

to earn lon

By Carl Marston

GUYLAIN Ndumbu-
Nsungu did not make
quite the same impact, on
his Colchester United
debut, as his Congolese
compatriot Lomana L
Lua achieved six
ago, but he is looking for-
ward to making a name for
himself at Layer Road.

Ndumbu-Nsungu
appeared as a 78th minute
substitute during the goal-
less draw against league
leaders Luton Town on
Saturday:

He did not really have
the time to make much of
an impression, but he has
already proved in the
that he has the creden
to be a key player at this
level

Lua Lua crowned his
Colchester debut with a
goal, at Chesterfield in
January, 1999. He too had
his first taste of action as a
substitute, but, whereas
the' U’s:. lost 3-1 at
Saltergate that day, at least
Ndumbu-Nsungu had the

sat ction of an unbeat
en t

“I know Lomana (Lua
Lua) very well. He is a

good friend. In fact, he is

like a big brother to me,’

enthused
Ndumbu-Nsungu

“We first met on inter-
national duty. I was play
ing for the Congo Under-
21s, and he for the senior
team. We keep in touch
and I speak to him a lot

“I'm looking forward to

year-old

my time with Colches
United it as
good opportunity
added Ndumbu-Nsu

I se

It was all 1 for
Ndumbu-Nsung 1t
Sheffield Wednesday last
season.

In fact, he ended as the

leading scorer on 10
and was also voted €
Owls player-of-the-season
But it's been all change
since then

“I first came over to
France seven years ago,
and originally arrived at
Sheffield Wednesday on
loan,” explained Ndumbu
Nsungu, who was previ

ously on the books of
French club Amiens.
“But, after a while, I

signed a permanent con
tract with manager Chris
Turner. However, it hasn't
worked out under the new
manager (Paul Sturrock).

That happens in football
sometimes
“I signed for Colchester

on Thursday, so haven’t

had much chance to get to
know the players.

I've had a couple of
days training, and was
pleased to get on today

Now I want to work
hard and get myself a start
in the team, to show what I
can do. I want to earn
myself a longer contract

“I thought that the team
did well today. It was good
to hold the top-of-the-table
side to a 0-0 draw,” added

Ndumbu-Nsungu, who has
initially signed a month
deal.
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OLD HEAD: U's veteran midfielder Gavin Johnson

ft) st
has too much spring in his legs for Luton's Curtis Davies




