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rlghtwefgoelr thmmge Rt S o S, 4 " = HOWARD’S WAY: Luton’s Steve Howard powers in a header to put Luton in front in the first half
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Iain Dowie s side do
not improve rapidly then
no-one from England’s hier-
archy will be rushing back to

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Dowie

watch them. The prospect of
shackling Johnson appeared
to inspire the Luton defence
and their skipper Kevin

reckons Palace rely

JOHNSON IS IN

CHAMPIONSHIP - _
JUNGLEAND & o i

t00 heavily on the £8million-
rated hit-man.

He said: “I have captained
Luton to two promotions
and success is all about the

team, not individuals. LS i =
“Andy Johnson is a talented LEON LESCC "LEMINK e 1
lad but he can't get them 21 | E % p»‘ LEIVaET L v

Norwich v Palace, August 13
Norwich skipper Craig Fleming is an
uncompromising northerner but was
unable to prevent AJ scoring twice
agamsf the Cananes last term.

Palace v Piymoudn,

The Nigerian international has faced
better players then Johnson in Serie
A and will fancy his chances against
the Championship’s star striker.

Wolves v Palace, tomorrow
The intimidating Wolves defender has
a huge scar on his forehead and will
not be worried about preserving his
looks when confronting AJ.

promoted on his own. If they
didn’t rely on Johnson so
much, they might do a bit
better.”

Nicholls had a first-half
penalty saved but he had
reason to gloat after setting
up Howard’s header and
Abhmet Brkovic's winner.
The feisty midfielder was
determined to enjoy the win
as he felt Palace were
complacent an
underestimated

side.
Nicholls added: “I don’t
think Palace showed us
enough respect. Anyone
lookmgat the game overall
wa ha.d just been

them. 1 thought we bossed the
game.”
Nicholls and his

ALREADY HE'S
NO.1 TARGET
FOR EVERYONE®

club’s fortunes
on Johnson. He
said: “We have re-
signed Andy, which is

“You won’t ever hear me fabulous for us, but we
can’t put all the

saying

that sort of thing because it is not

what I am about, but he has always ~STPasis on him to score
been outspoken.” Or goals

“The 11 players who take the
Confident

ﬁeldhtéave alJfl Ec to h?ull thei{h v
we! and i chips in wi
‘While Johnson stays fit and keeps e Eyiciie
banging in the goals, Palace’s

25 goals then I would say that
would almost guarantee us a top- |
veteran midfielder Michael Hughes six place.
believes they will have a great “I'm fairly confident he will score
chance of going back up.

23 goals or more but I don’t want to
But Hughes is wary about putting heap too much pressure on the kid
too much responsibility for the

said: “Right now the chairman’s
remark is not looking like a good
prediction, but we’ll see after
another 45 games.

team-mates were

tch claim that his club were
“guaranteed” to win the
Ihg'les fitness coach John Ea.rbin
described hhe ﬂnh:.lh :n ge
vmzmmme or the
vislmrs. which Luton felt was

L\twnmnmgermkeNeweUnsed
Harbin’s remark to motivate his side

E | DONE?

and say he has got to get us up.”

HAT’S MORE LIKE IT: Ste
celebrates his goal with Curtis Davies

Howard's in
mood for a
play-off bid

By JAMES NURSEY
STEVE HOWARD believes Luton
could feature in the play-off race
after the new boys stunned
promotion favourites Palace.

Howard, 29, headed the Hatters’

opener at Selhurst Park and
Ahmet Brkovic netted a late
winner after Andy Johnson had
equalised.

Last season’s runaway
One champions
and could have trit (mph d
greater margin had G \h'u Kiraly
not saved Kevin Nicholls’ pun\u

Howard now says Mike N
team should attempt to c
high up the table as possible rather
than just aim to beat the drop.

He said: “We want to consolidate
our place in the leagne and maybe
look for mid-table but after this
result who knows?

“We always knew we had a good
footballing side and our work-rate
will match anyone, but this win has
given us a lot of confidence.

“We were the underdogs but the
lads worked their socks off and put
in a great performance.

“I think Palace underestimated
us and there are probably a few
teams who will this season which
should work to our advantage. If
we keep trying hard like that we
should be okay.”

Proved

Newell fired his team up by

ghlighting an article in the
Palae programme which
compared the match to a “cup
final” for Luton

Howard felt that was patronising
but he and his team-mates had the
final langh

The Durham-born striker added:
“We weren't happy about that but
we proved them wrong.

“It was our first game in the
Championship and it was always
going to be a big ame, but to
describe it as a cu inal I think

is a bit out of order
know

| (Innl
because
from the F
think they a

whether it is

outfit, but they are in the \\nu
league as us now.
Howard netted 22 goals last

term and he is confident he can
score regularly in the
Championship too.

He said: “The gaffer has been
telling me that just because I have
gone up a ue there is no reason
to stop scoring. I want to get as

many as I can




