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IF STOKE were concemed about what would happen
when Sammy Bangoura heads to the African Nations
Cup next momth, they need not worry.

Guinean forward Bangoura, who had scored seven times in the
last six games, was missing yesterday because of suspension and the
outcome was just the same: a thrilling, last-gasp victory achieved
with a never-say-die attitude that could well take Stoke into the

Premiership.

Luton had been one of the strongest teams in the division, but
their slide has been mirrored by the climb of a Stoke side who have

now won away from home
seven times.

Bangoura’s goals have been
the foundation but without him,
Paul Gallagher, the Scottish
Under-21 striker, seized his
moment.

In the first half, he miskicked
the ball from a great chance but
that knocked him into a shape*
where he scored twice and was
a constant threat.

In the end, it was an own
goal in the 92nd minute from
Chris Coyne which gave Stoke
the points and the celebrations
as they confirmed their position
in the top six.

It was a dull match which
exploded with drama in the
final seven minutes, when
Stoke took the lead, lost it and
then regained it again to provide
themselves with a major fillip
as the holiday season games
beckon.

Instead of thinking about

By SIMON JAMES

the final minute. “It must be our
speciality to beat them like
this,” said Boskamp.

But it did not look like it
would end this way, especially
after Luton had taken the lead in
the 20th minute.

Steve Simonsen, the Stoke
goalkeeper, had seen his punch
not travel as far as he would
have liked and when the ball
was sent back into the box,
Steve Howard flicked in it on.

Rowan Vine tried and failed
with an overhead attempt, but
Croatian Ahmet Brkovic was
on hand to drive the loose ball
home from 10 yards.

Stoke drew level in the final
minute of the first half. Luton
goalkeeper Dean Brill sped
from his line as Mamady Sidibe
burst in, an error of judgement
as the striker took the ball

LUTON TOWN
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No chance with goal and though didn’t
have much to do, did everything asked
Moved forward when he could
and linked well with midfield

JVIARINUWD FIEIN
A superb presence, showing immense
confidence and strength in air
A busy afternoon marking the pacey
Sidibe, but did well against a tricky striker
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-backs in the

One of the best left

division, with control and fierce sho

Got involved as much as he could
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Always quick to set counter-attack going
but didn’t always get good support
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Involved from the start, calling for
the ball and distributing it well
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Took goal well but drifted in and out of
game too often to make further mark
AN VINE
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Flicked ball on well for Brkovic's goal
but never presented with chance himself

STOKE CITY

| PLAYER RATINGS |
His punch-out led to Luton's opener
but saved well from Nicholl’s free kick

Made amazing clearance with head to
deny Howard and showed skill throughout
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A player with immense experience which was
needed as Luton dominated second half
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Kept close to Vine which led to a long and
tiring afternoon against a difficult striker

defending when Luton hit back ~ around him. /IS BUXTON
at 2-2, they sensed a victory in _Even with the empty goal,
the cold Bedforshire air and  his shot was not good, going
they achieved it, to the delight ~ across the six yard box where

of manager Johan Boskamp. Gallagher met it to score.

While there has been talk of Simonsen made a s?lperb - = T e
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him not staying with the club ~ save to up over Kevin Nicholls z |22z |5 | E Sale e = |32z & | ElE |sula injured and didn't appear after break
because of internal rows, the free kick before Gallagher 2x E% o2 |2k a2 =_132|2 2% Eg 25 25| oS =_|35|3 pl i il
job he is doing might be proof  popped up (0 diive Stoke in |\ | S8 |BS|ES 52 52 32|25\ 38 ¢ R EHESESE LDAREL RUSSELL ___ 6/
they are more than on the right  front with seven minutes 1el,ﬁ' - {Undewood | - [ = | = [ 177 13 [ - [1]Budon 5 FETI IRRERY MR iy SR Ry o Often by-passed by the ball, but did
track. e st . ‘hmb L sy Sty | Coyne S st bl jss e [iceltes SRt slip into some good attacking positions
. He has acquired one of the oward was brought down 1n , | Helkkinen E AP S B R e e S RSN R R N AU e —————
best. strkers (i]n the country in the area under a challenge from , f_goley - 1 1 Ll sl ;‘izf“l%sson i e s g 3 =1 @ﬁ;% AMME Q\\\\\\%@\;ﬁ@
Bangoura. But behind him, he ~ Karl Henry and Nicholls | | R:,k;::on S o o [ R R N8 | Brarnimer il sl ieaibs Good link man who was as effective
has a strong squad — from the ~ smashed home the penalty. | Nicholls Ly | oo ey [ (o s P gﬁzﬁlm e e } S in the way he regularly dropped back
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in defence to the hard-working ~ and their pressure paid off when | | Howard S PR 3 | - |- |sidbe : i ey N\ OF 1O
midfield player Dave Brammer. ~ Coyne turned the ball past Brill | | Vine s | cat | K246 SRS 1S3 8 208 108 | S Wasted great chance to set up Gallagher

Boskamp said: “We were  in the 92nd minute. | Feeney = e T I B TR B e B gﬁ?een'ey : e i i A from inside the area and relatively quiet
Angry Luton manager Mike ‘ 3 k.

much better as a team after the l OANIE

break and the ball went for us ~ Newell said: "It is a travesty

more.” because we did enough to win
When these sides met at the ~ and played some decent stuff.

KEEPER: Simonsen 10 saves (1 Tip Over,
9 Catch)

Missed great chance but then quickly

| KEEPER: Brill 2 saves (2 Catch) ‘l
on hand to score the equaliser |
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Britannia Stadium in August, STAR MAN: KEVIN NICHOLLS LGN a
Stoke won 2-1 — with a goal in (Luton) PICTURE: Action Images Has great presence and an awkwardness
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Mike Newell
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