MICHAEL Tonge (pictured)
rescued a point for
promoted Sheffield United
with an injury-time strike to
cancel out Ahmet Brkovic’s
72nd minute effort.

Neil Warnock’s side had already
made second place safe and were
only playing to ensure they finished
confident ahead of their return to
the Premiership next season.

The Blades brought Keith
Gillespie and Bruce Dyer into the
starting squad, while Jonathan
Forte and Simon Francis, who have
both spent much of the season on
loan in League One, were handed
places on the bench.

Luton recalled Rowan Vine and
Brkovic to their first XI as they
looked to build on the previous
week’s impressive 2-1 victory at
Plymouth.

The Hatters created the first shot
on target in the second minute when
Brkovic crossed for Dean Morgan
whose mis-hit shot was caught by
Paddy Kenny.

Brkovic had a shot blocked by
Chris Lucketti soon after as Luton
continued to press, while Leon
Barnett saw his header saved by
Kenny.

Dyer was booked in the
96th minute for unsporting
behaviour and the former Barnsley
man then sent a shot into the hands
of Marlon Beresford as the Blades

belatedly fashioned their first
chance of the half.
Ade Akinbiyi then saw his

close-range effort hacked away by
Barnett, who went up the other end
of the pitch to force Kenny to parry
his header to safety with the final
chance of the half.

The Blades were given a lucky
escape when Chris Morgan brought
down Warren Feeney in the box and
the referee pointed straight to the
spot. Vine stepped up but blasted the
ball over the bar.

The let-off shook United into life
and they started to drag themselves
into the game as Michael Tonge and
Chris Armstrong both created
chances while, just after the
hour, Akinbiyi volleyed -
wide. &

But it was the home
side who took the lead
when Brkovic headed
home his second goal |
in as many games
from a David Bell |
Cross. i

Feeney’s long-
range effort soon
after was punched
clear by Kenny
and, with nine
minutes remaining,
the lively Brkovic

TONGE HAS
FINAL SAY

crossed into the box for Vine whose
shot was caught by the Blades
goalkeeper.

The home side were unlucky not to
go further ahead in the 84th minute
when Chris Lucketti fouled Feeney
in a dangerous position. Kevin
Nicholls fired a free kick that had
Kenny beaten but smashed against
the bar and to safety.
But they were left
to rue that miss
in the 90th

minute when

United hauled
themselves
/ level.

Steve Howard
conceded a free
kick and Tonge
stepped up to
launch the ball

into the bottom
~ corner of
the net.

Warnock has
had enough

BLADES boss Neil Warnock
admitted he was looking forward
to the end of the season after
seeing his Premiership-bound
Sheffield United side earn a
fortunate draw at Luton.

Warnock said: “lI thought we
deserved a point from the game,
but it's been a long, long season
and I'm glad it's nearly over.

“| wanted to experiment a
little bit with my line-up against
quality opposition, a side with
great movement.

“But if you ask me if |
enjoyed it, I'd have to say no.
The highlight for me was putting
on the sunscreen at half time
because it was so hot out
there.”

For Luton a frustrating
afternoon saw Rowan Vine blaze
a penalty over the bar in the
54th minute, while fit-again club
skipper Kevin Nicholls hit the
crossbar four minutes from time

Town boss Mike Newell said:
“That pretty much sums up our
season. | think we had the better

| of the game and created all the

chances.

“l know Sheffield United are
promoted and might have taken
their foot off the gas, but we
had them beaten and it’s very
frustrating.”
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