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EVERTON’S David Weir was taken
to hospital after a sickening clash

of heads which left the veteran
defender unconscious on the
pitch.

The injury — sustained in a collision with
Leon Barnett — took the gloss off Everton’s

' comfortable victory at the expense of a

spirited Luton outfit who were given a lesson
in finishing. '

Everton gave Scottish Under-21 goalkeeper
Iain Turner a run-out, while also bringing in
James McFadden, Alan Stubbs and Leon
Osman in changes to the side that beat
Sheffield United in their last outing.

Luton, six games unbeaten, made one
change from the side that thrashed Leeds 5-1,
Keith Keane replacing flu victim Markus
HeikKkinen.

Everton’s lack of fit full backs meant Simon
Davies was asked to fill in at right back, and
the midfielder did well in a position he has
only really played before in a Wales shirt, and
then only in a dire emergency.

Luton, who gave Liverpool a scare in the
FA Cup last term, looked sharp and mobile
and were certainly up for another crack at a
Premiership side.

But Everton looked the more dangerous,
and Davies produced a succession of
dangerous crosses.

One was met by Tim Cahill six-yards out,
and it looked a certain goal, but his header
was deflected inches wide by the diving
Barnett.

Davies again set up Osman, but his fierce
header was turned away by Marlon
Beresford.

However, Everton went ahead two minutes
later when Mikel Arteta’s free kick was
headed back on at the far post by Joleon
Lescott for Cahill to dive forward and nod
home from a couple of yards.

Luton had their chances. Warren Feeney
hooked just over from six-yards and then the
Northern Ireland striker forced Turner into
an instinctive save.

But Everton were two ahead after
34 minutes. Andy Johnson got past Keane on
the left with a strong run to the by-line before
pulling back a low cross which was nudged
first by Sol Davis, and then Keane before it
deflected past Beresford.

Everton wasted the chance of a third goal
when Johnson was pulled down by Keane,
who was booked, and Beresford made a good

i stop from Arteta’s penalty.

But Luton then saw a 20-yard Dean Morgan
strike hit the post, before Weir and Barnett
went up for a high ball and clashed heads.

It took five minutes of treatment before

Toffees assistant delighted with performance

~ ASSISTANT Everton -
manager Alan Irvine said: “I
felt we were fabulous, we
played some excellent stuff
and it could have been
many more. Had it not been
for their keeper Marlon®
Beresford it would have
been. Sl YANT N

“We knew Luton were a

decent team, they had
players who could have
caused us a few problems.

j that here.
They had chances, hit the

post and lain Turner made
some very good saves.
- “But our play was very
~good and we could have
scored a lot more goals.

than we got.”

Luton boss Mike Newell,
disappointed on his return
to his former club, said:
“There is a gulf between the
Premiership and the

- Championship and you saw

“Everton have some fine
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Weir was carried off with his head in a brace.
Youngster Mark Hughes came on to replace
Weir in the second half, and Everton had two
good chances within minutes to go further
ahead.
First Beresford saved well when McFadden
was clear, and then Morgan cleared a Stubbs

header off the line.

But it was 3-0 after 53 minutes when Arteta
and Cahill worked well on the left of the box,
finding space far too easily, and the ball
eventual fell to McFadden to stab home.

It could have been 4-0 soon afterwards when
Johnson got clear on the edge of the box, but
Beresford scooped the ball off his toes as the
striker tried to take the ball past the
goalkeeper.

Beresford saved superbly from a McFadden
header, and then Arteta hit the post from
25-yards as Everton threatened to run riot.

Davies got in on the act and saw Morgan
and Beresford scramble his 18-yard effort off
the line.

Davies then limped off after a challenge
from Feeney, and was replaced by Victor
Anichebe. James Beattie replaced Johnson at
the same time..

Anichebe’s arrival had been Kkeenly
anticipated, and he immediately lashed in a
fierce 15-yard shot which almost surprised
Beresford. :

Luton made a triple substitution with
10 minutes left with Adam Boyd, Ahmet
Brkovic and Stephen O’Leary coming on.

But with eight minutes left, and after Luton
had wasted a good chance at the other‘end,
Anichebe surged from halfway, twisting |
away from two defenders before drilling the
ball past Beresford for the fourth goal.

players and frankly, ours

did not do themselves

justice, they didn't give a

good account of .

themselves. )

“That is a shame’ ' ?

because they have been

playing well, but they did ,
~not have conviction or

belief and maybe at times
~were a little scared. i

- .. *"We have players who

just did not play to their

best.”
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