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VERDICT: Five-star Blues have fans singing from the rafters

RAINING GOALS: Alan Lee (second left) celebrates with team-mate Gary Roberts (/eft) after poaching his second goal of the

game and Town'’s fourth after grounded Luton goalkeeper Marlon Beresford had saved a Danny Haynes header

Ipswich Town 5 Luton Town 0
By Derek Davis
o4 [ o™

‘OH, Oh, Oh, It’s Magic’. So sang
Pilot over the loudspeakers as
Portman Road celebrated its
biggest win in two years.

Ipswich were in wonderland as
they enjoyed a party at the expense
of the Mad Hatters, as Jim
Magilton celebrated his biggest
win as Blues manager and Town
moved up seven places in a five-
goal romp.

With a game coming up tomor-
row, Alan Lee has to celebrate with
a cup of tea rather than the spon-
sor’s French Champagne, while
Frenchman Sylvain Legwinski,
who has a cellar full of the stuff,
could bask in his glory of a second
goal in as many games, and
French-Canadian Jaime Peters his
first goal for the club.

Ooh la 13, c’est trés bon.

The win, though, was tempered
somewhat by a serious illness to
Luton player Sol Davis, who was
recovering in hospital after suffer-
ing a stroke on the team bus on the
way to Ipswich.

Mike Newell insisted he would
not use that, or the flu bug and
injuries that had swept through his
side, as an excuse for his side’s
lack-lustre display.

Nor did he look at the goal that
was disallowed for Luton just after
half-time, when it was only 1-0, as a
reason why Town went on to nap
his team.

Newell looked crestfallen as he
spoke after the game but it was
more than just the five-goal thrash-

UP AND RUNNING: Canadian winger Jaime Peters (/eft) is on hand to turn
and fire home his first goal for Ipswich in yesterday’s rout of Luton

ing his team had suffered. It was
clear the stroke that Davis had suf-
fered had hurt the manager person-
ally and it must have had an effect
psychologically on his players.

The Blues started with the same
side that finished at Southend, with
Simon Walton in for the suspended
Mark Noble and teenagers Shane
Supple and Billy Clarke replacing
Lewis Price and Jon Macken, who
were injured early on at Roots Hall.

Luton, unbeaten in the previous
five league games, made just one
change from that side that crashed
out of the Carling Cup last week,
with Lewis Emmanuel in for Davis.

For all that, this is not to take

anything away from Ipswich, who
took the confidence gleaned from
the win at Southend and accepted
the good fortune that came their
way.

They were not to know about
Davis’ illness until after the game.
They did not influence the lines-
man to flag for an offside that
should not have been.

By then, they could have been
four or five up anyway, after
Legwinski and Alex Bruce had
both hit the frame of the goal.

The single first-half goal came
from a Peters’ cross that Bruce
headed onto the crossbar and away
for a corner. Matt Richards deliv-
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ered perfectly and, with Jason De
Vos using his body to distract a
defender, Legwinski got in front of
his marker to steer his header in.

The free signing from Fulham
has steadily improved after a tepid
start to his Town career but now
looks as if he has adjusted to the
demands of the Championship and
has added a touch of the artisan to
his artistic ability.

Added to that, he and Walton
seemed to have defined their roles
and no longer get in each other’s
way, with the Charlton loanee sit-
ting a bit deeper, allowing the for-
mer Fulham man freedom to roam.

Legwinski might have had
another when a ball from Billy
Clarke found him in space and he
hit the base of a post with a shot.

Clarke was once again terroris-
ing the defence and on another day
might have had a hat-trick.

He blazed over the bar from eight
yards after Bruce headed down a
Richards corner and twice went
one-on-one with the keeper.
Marlon Beresford pushed away the
first effort and the follow-up
clipped the top of the bar:

The 18-year-old beat him on
another occasion but Emanuel got
back to clear.

Not to be deterred, Clarke
showed plenty of persistence and,
along with Peters, helped put in
Walton, whose shot was blocked for
a corner and Jason De Vos hit a
spectacular volley from the flag-
Kick.

[pswich were fortunate to escape
two minutes after the break when
Dean Morgan played a brilliant
ball to send Carlos Edwards scam-
pering away. He pulled the ball



across goal for Rowan Vine to run
on to and score but a linesman'’s
flag cut short the celebrations.

The Blues took full advantage
and 12 minutes later Peters and Lee
combined to double Ipswich’s
advantage. Emanuel cleared off the
line after Clarke beat Beresford and
Town quickly worked the ball out
wide to Harding. Bereford’s could
not hold his cross under pressure
from Lee and Peters swivelled to
finish from inside the six-yard box.

After a fairly quiet opening half,
Lee exploded into life to grab the
first of his three with a classic fin-
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FRENCH FLAIR: Above, French midfielder Sylvain Photographs:
Legwinski shows there’s much more to his game than RICHARD
passing and ball control as he rises high above the Luton SNASDELL

defence to head Ipswich into the lead at Portman Road yes-
terday. Below, hat-trick hero Alan Lee (left) joins Jaime
Peters to celebrate the youngster’s first goal for the club

MATCH FACTS

IPSWICH TOWN 5 LUTON TOWN 0
Portman Road, Sunday, October 29

Player ratings

Ipswich Town (4-4-2)

1.Shane Supple
Little to do but good early clearance

2 Fablan Wilnts Y COMANCS e 7/
Steady afternoon and able to get forward too........... 7/
5 Alex Bruce 3
Hit the goal frame and '

A Jasog Mgl another unlucky booking........ 7/
Put Feeney in his pocket ..o, 7
23 Dan Harding

Defended well and put in cross for second goal......... 7

3 Matt Richards

Telling corners panicked Luton ... 8
21 Simon Walton

Good in holding role-and shot from distance

88yivaln Legwingld” *° " Atems i S !
Came into his own with goal and assist............ . 9
12 Jaime Peters

Deserved his first goal forclub....................... 8
24 Billy Clarke

Might have had a hat-trick himseff .........evvovoro 7/
14 Alan Lee

Rousing influence even before hat-trick ... 9

SUBS: 33 Gary Roberts (for Clarke, 69) 7, 18 Danny
Haynes (for Peters, 69) 6, 6 Richard Naylor (for De
Vos, 69) 6, 10 Darren Currie, 38 Jaroslav Drobny

Luton Town (4-4-2)

1 Marion Beresford

Cruelly exposed and well beaten ..o 5
2 Kevin Foley

Wretched afternoon and conceded penalty.............. 5
21 Keith Keane

Outjumped, outgunned and outclassed..................... 5
25 Leon Barnett

Always second best in defence and attack ............... 5
16 Lewis Emanuel

Never happy attheback. o =~ % o 5 5
7 Carlos Edwards

Offered glimmer of hope but denied .......cceeeeeeenee... )
8 Steve Robinson

Tried to get things going but overwhelmed................. o
28 David Bell

EATOONE ARONYIIIOUS . o st st e s st 5
11 Dean Morgan

Defence-splitting pass but that was it eceeeeeeeveeneee...... 5
9 Rowan Vine

Virtually no service and had goal disallowed.............. 6

10 Warren Feeney

Physical approach but was too easily put down ....... 5
SUBS: 18 Ahmet Brkovic (for Emanuel, 59) 5, 20
Adam Boyd (for Feeney, 69) 6, 5 Russ Perrett (for
Morgan, 79), 15 Stephen O’Leary, 28 Dean Bl

GOALS: Ipswich: Legwinski, 19. Peters, 54.
Lee, 66, 75, 90
Luton: None

Ipswich: Bruce (foul, 13) Legwinski (48,
encroachment)
Luton: None

g8 Ipswich: None

Luton: None

during the chat
itself. Click on to
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ish after more exceptional work

from Legwinski

Substitutes Roberts and Haynes
combined to put the ball in the net
but the new signing from
Accrington Stanley had pushed the
ball over the by-line before crossing
for the returning striker, who
scored twice on loan at Millwall.

The numbers

Ipswich Luton
1 Shots on target 3
14 Shots off target 4
3 Hit woodwork 0
9 Corners 6
10 Free-kicks 1
7/ Offsides 2

Lee showed his poaching instinct
by gobbling up his second. when
Haynes flicked on a Richards’ cor-
ner, which Beresford saved but
could not stop the Irishman’s fol-
low-up.

Accrington’s Roberts looked a
lively lad and won a penalty when
he went down easily under a Kevin
Foley challenge and Lee won the
battle for the ball before sending
Beresford the wrong way.

Cue Mexican waves, chanting of
names and general jollity as Magic
waved his wand but the suddenness
of Davis’ illness puts everything
into perspective.

derek.davis@archant.co.uk

~ilan of the Match

Sylvain Legwinski

Although Alan Lee got a hat-trick, Sylvain
Legwinski produced a virtuoso first-half
showing and was influential in the second.
The Frenchman headed in his second goal in
as many games, hit the goal frame and put
through Alan Lee for his first.

After a poor start at Ipswich, the former
Fulham favourite has added steel to the flair
he clearly possesses and has steadily
improved, climaxing with this display.

Derek Davis' ratings é’ .

Referee: lain Williamson (Berks)
Attendance: 20,975

Pitch: Very good
Weather: Bright
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